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The President’s Corner By Tim Howard

It seems like I just wrote last month’s President’s Corner.  It’s true, time really flies
when you are having fun, and I am having fun.  I finally have time to do the things
that I didn’t have time for earlier in life, and the time to spend with people that I

really enjoy, and I can’t get enough of it.  Retirement is great. I hope you all enjoy it when you get
there, as much as I do
.
      In case you are not already retired, the club has some events planned for June that might help
you enjoy life in your free time as if you were.  Let yourself go, and join us in June for the Ault Park
Concour d’ Elegance on the 14th, the meet and greet at Brixx Ice Company on the 16th, Marietta
Miatas the 26th thru the 28th, the London Cobra Show on the 27th, and the Vintage Races on the
28th.

      Give yourself permission to smell the roses, and join us for these events.

     Speaking of giving yourself permission, if you have always wanted to get involved in some form
of competitive event with your Miata but could never justify it to yourself or significant other, Mazda
Motor Sports is coming to the rescue! The Motor Sports Division of Mazda is offering a free
membership to its Mazda Team Support Program.  This program allows Mazda owners who apply
and can document their participation in at least one competitive event in the last 12 months, certain
financial and technical benefits.  As a member, you get the right to order qualified original
equipment and competition Mazda parts at dealer cost.

      In addition, members get access to Mazda technical advice that will help you gain performance
improvements. This program applies to both autocross and track events. If you want more
information on the specifics of this program and how to join, contact me, and I will forward you
electronic copies of the official Mazda Team Support Program promotional information.

     The peak of top-down season has arrived…don’t waste it!  Fight the urge to just jump in the car
and run those errands.  Take a few extra minutes to put the top down and enjoy the sunshine. That
extra couple of minutes will make your daily routine a lot less burdensome. In addition, in January,
you will wish you had taken the extra time.
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The Wright Roadster is the official newsletter of the Miami Valley Miata Club. Subscriptions are available as part of membership in the club.
Archived issues,  membership applications and additional club information may be found on the club website, miamivalleymiataclub.org, or
contact the membership officer. For more information, contact the editor.
Advertising– There is no charge for members to advertise Miata related items and services.
Disclaimer: Any information contained herein is used strictly at the reader’s owner risk. The MVMC, its officers, and anybody else are
not liable for any of the material you read about and try to accomplish, which may void your warranty and/or damage your toy. Just
because you read it does not mean it works.
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Meet & Greet June
WHERE:

   Brixx Ice Company

500 E First Street

     Dayton, OH

 Date: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 - 6:30 pm

          Event Website: http://brixxicecompany.com/menu/

         Event Directions:

https://www.google.com/maps/place/500+E+1st+St,+Dayton,+OH+45402/
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Post Drive Report – Hueston Woods Drive, Dine, and Moonlight Drive

The weather was absolutely beautiful on Saturday, May 2tnd and we had nearly a full moon that evening with
14 cars, and 30 persons who participated in the Hueston Woods Drive, Dine and Moonlight Drive. The drive
began at Gold Star Chili  in Germantown at 5:30 PM and ended at the Hueston Woods Lodge at 6:30 PM,
covering 67 miles of country roads there and back. The food at the Hueston Woods Lodge was good to
excellent, however the temperature of some of the food and the service was not great as we only had one
server assigned to our group because of a large wedding party that was at the lodge that evening.  Donna
Vollmer and Karen Francis assisted our server by filling up water glasses for many of those persons in our
group. After dinner we took a low speed drive on Loop Road in the moonlight around the Hueston Woods
Park before driving back under the moonlight to the Germantown area. The following persons participated
in this drive; Don and Michelle Bereda and their daughter Allison, Tim and Mary Anne Blazer, John and
Carol Bowling, Karen Francis, Fred and Jayna Hoppel, Roger and Jeanne Gordon, Russ and Dianne
Loughlin, Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon, Gary and Jo Tarka, John and Joanne Vincent, Chris and Donna Vollmer,
and George and Jill Wetmore, Anthony and Jeanne Zlocki.  John and Carole Muhlenkamp, and another
couple were unable to join us on the drive, but joined the group at the Hueston Woods restaurant.
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OUR CLUB SPONSOR

CHECK OUT These Links :..

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE:
MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS
 IN THE MIDWEST
BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS-
GREATER CINCINNATI
INDY MIATA CLUB

RTHDAY WSHES TO:
Members with

June Birthdays

06/01 Jeanne Gordon
  06/09 Frank Hughes
  06/13 Greg Bowman
  06/17 Bill Bateman
  06/17 Bob Wolz
  06/25 Tim Howard
  06/26 Andrew Morris
  06/27 Robin Hill
  06/30 Bill Hicks

New members #545 are Chuck & Chris White of Xenia,
who bring their brand new 2015 Meteor Gray PRHT GT
Miata to the MVMC party.

   And some of us met new members #546  Dan & Dianne Long from Kettering at
the last meet & greet. They are a fun couple who drive a 2003 Splash Green
Mica Miata

2015 Ault Park Concours d' Elegance
– Sunday, June 14, 2015
If you are interested in participating in this event, please RSVP (send
an email) to Tim Howard as the spaces  for this event are limited.
   The details for this event are detailed in the flyer sent to you by
email by Tim on Friday, May 29, 2015.

Marietta Miatas 2015 –
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, June 26-28, 2015
If you are interested in participating in this drive, please RSVP (send
an email) to Chris or Donna Vollmer not later than Friday, June 19t,
2015 at christopher.vollmer@yahoo.com. The details for this drive
are  located on page 6 of the newsletter.

London Cobra Show – Saturday, June 27, 2015
If you are interested in participating in this event, please RSVP (send
an email) to Tim Howard to reserve your spot. The details for this
event are detailed in the flyer sent to you by email by Tim on Monday,
May 11, 2015. A follow up email will be sent to you later this month.

2015 Mid-Ohio Vintage Race, Sunday, June 28, 2015
If you are interested in participating in this event, please RSVP (send
an email) to Ed Kramer to reserve your spot for this event. The details
for this event are detailed in the flyer sent to you by email by Tim on
Monday, May 11, 2015. A follow up email will be sent to you later this
month.
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RALLY REPORT
by Fred Hoppel

Planning Drives and Activities for 2015
FPHoppel@Aol.com.

Marietta Miatas 2015

What:  A gathering of Miata drivers from various clubs across the state and beyond for an exciting
weekend driving some of the most challenging and scenic roads SE Ohio has to offer.

Rally Masters: Chris and Donna Vollmer
Dates: June 26-28

Meet location:  Xenia Station Bike Hub
Time: Meet 9:30 AM;  and Depart 10:00 AM after short driver’s meeting

Accommodations:
Arrangements were made for a group rate at the Marietta Fairfield Inn, which expired on May 26, 2015.
The Group Rate was $109 + taxes for a King Bed Room and $114 + taxes for Two Queen  Bed Room.
To make your reservations at the Fairfield Inn, call them directly at (740) 374-3000 for their best rate
available. Perhaps they may give you the same group rate. There are also many other hotels in the area,
so please do not feel limited to this one.  The Fairfield Inn is the traditional morning rallying point for all
daily organized drives, so it is very convenient.

Additional Event Details:
This is a real driver’s event beginning with our club driving mostly state routes on Friday, with a stop for
lunch before we make it to the southern half of the roller coaster that is OH 555, a.k.a. Triple Nickel.  At
the conclusion of the Triple Nickel, we will head to the home of Jeff and Debbie Householder for a meet
and greet with other Miata owners.  The Householder’s will provide food and drink (last year they had
BBQ sandwiches and soft drinks).  Please be prepared to contribute $5 per person to help them cover
the costs.  After the meet and greet we will head on in to Marietta and check in to our hotels.

You can choose to join in the organized drives on Saturday, or go off and explore on your own.  Either
way, the roads will not disappoint.  The organized drive will include a stop for a bring your own picnic
lunch at the Hannibal Lock and Dam.  We will stop at a grocery store along the way, so you can pick up
some grub then, or if you prefer there is a Subway near the lock.

I will be leaving for the return trip on Sunday morning via the same twisty back roads that got us there,
but if you want to make it a one night trip feel free to make your own way back on Saturday.

RSVP:
If you are interested in attending this event or if you have any questions, please contact me at
Christopher.vollmer@yahoo.com by Friday, June 19, 2015.

Chris Vollmer
Updated June 3, 2015



Miatas at the Gap (MATG) – Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, July 24-26, 2015

President Tim Howard and Ed Walker have agreed to host and lead our members to the MATG this year.
 If you are interested in participating in this drive, please RSVP (send an email) to Tim Howard to reserve your spot.
The details for this event are detailed in the flyer sent to you by email by Tim on Friday, May 15, 2015.
 A follow up email will be sent to you later this month.

July 4th Parade in Fairborn, Saturday, July 4, 2015

We need about 25 Miatas' to drive local and regional dignitaries in the July 4th Parade in Fairborn.
    After the parade, there will be a barbecue and get together at the home of MVMC member, Dan Kirkpatrick, who is
also the Mayor of Fairborn. If you are interested in participating in this event, please RSVP (send an email) to Dan
Kirkpatrick at daniel.r.kirkpatrick@gmail.com.

Please note, Dan's email address as shown in this newsletter is correct, and became effective on June 1,
2015.

07/04/15 4th of July Parade Fairborn Kirkpatricks

07/21/15 Meet & Greet -T J Chumpps - Huber Heights D. Berry

7/23-26-15 Miatas At the Gap - Townsend, Tenessee

08/01/15 British Car Show - Eastwood Lake

8/14-15/15 Woodward Dream Cruise - Detroit, Michigan T. Howard

08/18/15 Meet 8t Greet - Wellington Grille Valleys

08/22/15 Covered Bridge Drive & Dine D. Berry

08/23/15 Cruise the Burg-Miamisburg, Ohio

09/20/15 Dayton Concourd' Elegance

09/15/15 Meet & Greet - MVMC Picnic, Beavercreek

10/03/15 Hocking Hil ls Fall Foliage Drive *

10/16-17/15 Amish Country & Wart her Cultery Tour Hoppels

10/20/15 Meet & Greet - Jeff Schmitt - Beavercreek Seays/Gordons R. Loughlin

11/17/15 Meet 8t Greet - Original Rib House - Vandalia

TBD

12/05/15 MVMC Christmas Party The Board

12/31/15 Polar Bear Drive & Dine TBD

Howard&
Walker

G. Wetmore
Hoppels

T Howard
TBD

Drive & Dine Piatt Castle Tour -
D. Berry

TBD
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More from Drive & Dine to Hueston Woods
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Updates
We have had a steady flow of projects at the shop this spring.  Everything from electrical glitches to
building an all aluminum engine tray replacing the cheesy plastic one.  I have received my order of
Amsoil Engine coolant, a propylene glycol formula far superior to ethanol glycol.  Because of its non-
corrosive nature, this product doesn't break down and is good for 7 years.  For those who drive only in
the summer months, I can make up a special formulation that will lower coolant temps by 5 deg.  Those
who were planning on changing their coolant  on Maintenance Day, give me a call to schedule a time.

Is it time for new boots?
New boots may sound like a fashion item, and if they were, we would have changed every NA and NB
with a manual gearbox  in the club long ago.  Unfortunately, these boots are hidden under the gear shift
lever out of sight.  So what's the problem and why do I need to be concerned?

There are two boots.  The first boot covers the exposed area where the shift lever enters the gear
selection box. This boot keeps underside dirt and moisture from degrading the shift mechanism.  If left
unattended, shifting can become sloppy,  preventing  clear and concise shifting.  If sloppy shifting is an
issue, repair kits are available.

The second boot,  somewhat  like the first, keeps heat, noise and exhaust fumes from entering the
cockpit.
This can become a safety issue if you have a leaky exhaust.

How do I know if I need new boots?  If you are just reading about this for the first time and own a 90-05
Miata, your boots need to be replaced.  An NA with sloppy shifting will need new bushings and the shift
housing cleaned  with fresh oil and grease added.

   While your at it, why not change the transmission fluid to Redline MTL!

Ed

Shop Talk   (It’s not just about the cars)
by Ed Kramer & Tim Howard



May Day, Play Day
by Dave Berry

    Friday, May 1st. I awoke to a partly cloudy but pleasant day at the Bellville Comfort Inn at Ohio Route 97
and I-71. A quick breakfast and I headed west for about 5 miles, toward an adventure I had long dreamed
about but never fulfilled.

      My destination was Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, and my purpose was to be a student.

    Most of us know that Mid-Ohio is one of the best road racing venues in the U.S., with a history dating
back to the 1960’s. But that’s not all - it is also the site of the Mid-Ohio School, providing “professional
driving and riding instruction to drivers and motorcyclists of all skill levels.” I was there for one of the three
programs, the Acura High Performance Course. As described in the school’s web site, the course “covers
the physics and dynamics of precision driving then tests participant skills behind-the-wheel in intense
off-track performance driving drills.”

     There were 22 of us in the class, and interestingly enough, 20 of them were Honda employees from
Marysville, Ohio (Honda sends them to the school and foots the bill – what a great perk!). The other paying
student was a Porsche dealer from Columbus.

     After introductions, the four instructors led us out to an autocross layout behind the track paddock. Each
of us took his turn in one of two Acura ILX’s doing one timed lap of the autocross course. The purpose was
to set a base time for later comparison – to see if we learned anything. My time was 38.35 seconds, a good
5 seconds off the best time.

     Next it was back to the classroom for a basic introduction to vehicle dynamics (understeer, oversteer,
weight transfer, for example) and an explanation of the drills we were about to experience. We trekked back
to the exercise area to meet our assigned cars for the day.

     Each of us took temporary possession of an Acura ILX. The ILX is a spiffed up version of the Honda
Civic SI, with the same 205 HP, 2.4 liter 4-cylinder engine, driving the front wheels. All but a few had 6-
speed manual gearboxes, and all had uprated brakes – a splendid idea, considering the punishment the
cars would take during the day.

      We split into three groups to work separate sections of the exercise area. My group started out on the
same autocross course. We ran two cars at a time for multiple laps. Each instructor had a handheld radio
that was matched by the radio in the car so we students could receive feedback. I had seen that three cones
were placed at each turn when we did the timed run earlier, but only now, with coaching, did I grasp what
they represented. They marked, in order, the braking point, turn-in point, and apex for each turn. This was
one of the most important lessons of the day – not that corners everywhere will have three cones for you,
but that these three targets are what to achieve in every corner.



My car for the day

           Next on the schedule, following a lunch break, was the skid car. While it seemed the essential
purpose was to allow the young instructor seated beside you make you look foolish going around in circles,
the true intent was to learn skid recovery, summed up in three words – counter steer, pause, recover. In
other words stop the rear of the car going in the direction it shouldn’t, let it settle into a neutral attitude, then
get the car going where you want.

       Key to this was keeping your eyes focused on where you wanted to go – about which I had to be
frequently reminded by the instructor. Another significant tenet was what to do with the feet – “when in doubt
both feet out” (off the throttle and brake when tail-out is developing), “in a spin, both feet in” (on the brake to
stop the car, clutch in to prevent stalling the engine)” when it’s too late to catch it.

     The third drill was a slalom through a line of cones, and the entire point was that we should be looking at
the last cone, not the first, the lesson being that if you are focused on what is immediately in front of you,
you will not be prepared for what comes later. That point was proven by the number of cones that were sent
flying. It is a difficult discipline to learn, but a critical one, and it is just as valid whether you are on a slalom
course or an interstate highway.

The last exercise taught me how to do something that I knew was a racing/performance technique, but
that I hadn’t at all understood – trail braking. It turns out that you can get the rear of the car rotated at the
apex into the exit direction (controlled oversteer) if you use the weight transfer of braking (toward the front).
It means braking later than you might assume, braking firmly but not pedal-to-the-floor, and carrying the
braking all the way to the apex. Once the car is passing the apex and headed in the right direction, it’s
power on. Of course this assumes that you are approaching the turn at such a speed that braking is needed
– not always the case in a Miata at “legal” speed…

      Test time was upon us. Had we made progress? Would our times in the autocross prove it? Again, each
student did a single lap and the instructors timed it (with a 2 second penalty for each cone hit). One student
in particular, a young lady from Honda, took a whopping 7 seconds off her time! That was the best
improvement of anyone. But how about yours truly, you want to know? My time dropped from 38.35 to 34.38
– nearly 4 seconds. Satisfying! But even more satisfying was my ranking within 1 second of the fastest time
(33.38). I won’t mention the fact that nearly all but George, the Porsche dealer, were maybe half my age. Or
less.



.

       And the fun wasn’t over. We donned helmets, got back in our cars, and lined up in four groups, each
headed by an instructor who led us out onto the Mid-Ohio race track. If you’ve never seen it, or driven it, it is
2.4 miles of race track with a combination of fast sweeping curves, tight hairpins, lots of elevation change,
blind corners, and off-camber all over the place.

    We did two sessions of approximately 25 minutes
each, the instructor leading us at as fast a speed as
he felt we were capable. We were frequently over 90
miles per hour, and topped 110 at the end of the long
back straight.

     I found the most challenging turns to be the exit of
the keyhole (at the top of the back straight), because
it is tight and off-camber, and turn 11, because it was
very hard to get lined up for it (the approach is
essentially on the side of a hill). The most fun bits
were Thunder Valley (after turn 11), where you
accelerate hard under a pedestrian bridge, and the
exit of the Carousel onto the main straight, where
you have to hit two apexes turning right and then left,
with precision.

     Actually, every foot of the track was a challenge, and every moment was a major rush!
I cannot close this narrative without expressing my sincere thanks to my wonderful wife, Peggy, who made
this dream come true as a present for my birthday. Now if I can just convince her to sponsor me to the
advanced course that instructor Bert said I should attend...

The evidence of our progress – my times are the second in the left column


