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The President’s Corner By Tim Howard

It has been a wonderful summer thus far.  As you have probably guessed by now,
I really enjoy many aspects of the automotive hobby. This year, I have been able to
attend a wide variety of events, many with members of the MVMC.  It is really nice
to have people with similar interests to share these activities with.  Being a mem-

ber of a club like the MVMC where there are a lot of similar minded people to share with, no matter
what aspect of the automotive hobby in which you choose to participate, you can usually find
someone who wants to share the experience with you.

  Having someone with whom to share your interests always enhances the experience.  Overall,
being a member of the MVMC has been a very positive experience for me.  Thanks to all of you for
providing me with this opportunity.

  With that in mind, one of the new experiences that I tried several weeks ago was the Cars and
Coffee event held on the top floor of the West parking lot of the Greene every other Saturday morn-
ing from 8:00 to 11:00 (www.daytoncarsandcoffee.com).  It is a form of Cruise-in, but it seems to
attract mostly sports cars and related grand touring cars capable of road racing.

    On the day I was in attendance, there were 7 Lamborghinis and many other high-end sports cars
there, but only two Miatas. Since Miatas are arguably the most popular sports car of all time, and
perhaps the most fun to own, it would be nice if Miata could have a bigger presence. Contact me
if you would be interested in attending this event. Perhaps we could orchestrate a group entrance
of Miatas as the 7 Lamborghinis did…it was impressive.

   Over the next several months the club’ highest priorities are nominating and electing Board
members for 2016 and finding volunteers to organize the 2016 Christmas Party.  Please give these
opportunities to serve the MVMC a lot of thought. Think about your availability and your talents,
and offer your services if you can.  I believe that we have an exceptional Miata club here in the
Miami Valley, and we need not only your participation, but your help to keep it going.

MARCH 2015 Volume 27, Issue 3

A note from Rosemary:

We all enjoy photo’s as reminders of our enjoyable experiences.

For those of us using smart phones and it’s camera app, PLEASE
take a few snaps at those Miata activities, from the meet&greets

to those great drives that you are participating in,

   THEN take a moment to SHARE with the membership via email

share to: miamivalleyMC@gmail.com

www.daytoncarsandcoffee.com
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OUR CLUB SPONSOR

.

RTHDAY WISHES TO:

08/01 Theresa Strausbaugh
08/03 Brian Leenheer
08/03 Donna Caskey
08/04 Karen Francis
08/04 Marybeth Smith
08/11 Marilyn Kramer
08/12 Pat Gould
08/13 Cott Wenger
08/13 Diane Estridge
08/14 Jack Hilbing
08/23 Linda Wenger
08/25 Linda Howard
08/27 Anthony Zlocki
08/28 Elizabeth Klinc

NO NEW MEMBERS THIS
MONTH.

The Wellington Grille

2450 Dayton Xenia Road,  Beavercreek, OH

Date:   Tuesday, August 18, 2015 - 6:30pm

Event Website: http://www.thewellingtongrille.net/menus/dinner/

Event Directions:
https://www.google.com/maps/place/2450+Dayton+Xenia+Rd,+Dayton,+OH+45434/

http://www.thewellingtongrille.net/menus/dinner/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/2450+Dayton+Xenia+Rd,+Dayton,+OH+45434/
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2015 British Car Show
        By:  Tim Howard

On Saturday August 1st, 13 members of
the MVMC, congregated at the Annual
Dayton British Car Show.
   Some of us met at Bob Evans for
breakfast, some joined the group at
Eastwood Park.  The day could not have
been more perfect and, as always,
Eastwood Park provided a wonderful
backdrop for the show.
     The show its self proved to be
exceptional due in part to the featured
marque, Sunbeam Tigers and Alpines.
There were more than 50 Sunbeams in
attendance, most of them Tigers.  All were beautiful and, in fact, represented the most Sunbeams
that I have ever seen anywhere at one time.  In addition, there were also large numbers of other
beautifully- restored British cars that contributed to this being one of the best shows overall that I
have attended, and I have been going since the show was held on the grounds of the Dayton Art
Institute.  The whole experience was enhanced by the good fellowship created by the other club
members that attended.  Thanks to everyone who came for helping to make this a very
memorable experience.  Attached are a few pictures that might help recreate the experience for
those that could not attend.
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RALLY REPORT

by Fred Hoppel

Planning Drives and Activities for 2015

FPHoppel@Aol.com.

Upcoming Drives and Events

Sunday, August 9, 2015:  All Ohio Miata Car Show and Swap Meet

     Details on this drive and event were sent by Flyer prepared by Paul Haller.

Friday and Saturday, August 14-15, 2015: Woodward Dream Cruise
     Details on this drive are include within this newsletter and on our website as prepared by
Chuck and Pat Valley.

Sunday, August 16, 2015:  Autocross at Kil-Kare Raceway

     This event is sponsored by the Troy Corvette Club but is open to all interested participants.
Registration is at 9:00 AM, Drivers meeting at 10:30 AM, and the Autocross starts at 11:00 AM. All
participants, driver and passenger must have a Snell 2005 or better approved helmet. The partici-
pant cost is $35 cash for 10 laps on the course. Spectator admission is free.

Saturday, August 22, 2015:  Covered Bridge Drive and Dine

    See the details in the newsletter and on website for this drive , organized by George and Jill
Wetmore.

Saturday, August 22, 2015:  Cruise the Burg Car Show

     This event was originally thought to be scheduled on Sunday, August 23, 2015, and was to be
hosted by Fred and Jayna Hoppel who also reside in the “Burg”(Miamisburg). However, it has been
recently discovered that this event is actually scheduled on Saturday, August 22, 2015 from 4 – 9
PM at Riverfront Park in downtown Miamisburg. Since the Hoppels' will be participating in the above
Covered Bridge Drive and Dine this event may not be hosted because of the possible over-lapping
time conflict. If you were planning to attend Cruise the Burg please contact Fred Hoppel at
FPHoppel@Aol.com or 937-321-1381 for more information.

Posted on Facebook:  Member owned car for sale.
1990 Red For Sale 59,000 miles Automatic  2nd Owner
Hard Top included

Jon Vincent jvcrew2@gmail.com

mailto:FPHoppel@Aol.com.
mailto:jvcrew2@gmail.com


Woodward Dream Cruise –Royal Oak, Michigan
Aug 14/15, 2015   http://www.woodwarddreamcruise.com/

Organizer & Lead Car: Chuck & Pat Valley

  Motor Heads/Gear Heads, this is the World's largest ' seemingly never' ending parade of thousands
of automobiles from the 20s, 30s, 40s, 50s, 60, 70s through current day and all can be seen in Royal
Oak Michigan on August 15th, 2015.
     This is the 20th anniversary of the Woodward Dream Cruise where classic/special interest/street
rods, muscle cars, recently made road worthy "barn finds", some 'not yet released to the public' new
cars shown in vendor displays, and various static car shows are found throughout this automobile
extravaganza!
     A second year for the our club, MVMC attended last year and had a ball! Food vendors and local
restaurants are within walking distance.

     Make your reservation now at the Embassy Suites, 8600 Wickham Rd, Romulus Michigan.         [734-
728-9200]    Rooms have been blocked for MVMC. Rate for seniors is $113, US Gov't, Active Duty, and
retired military (show ID) for rate of $109, AAA rate is $113. These rates include a generous "keep goin'
back" snack/couple of drinks prior to dinner, and then Saturday a full (among the best we've ever
experienced), all-you-can-eat breakfast, and no tipping since it's a breakfast buffet!

Itinerary:
8:00a  Friday Aug 14:  Meet at Bob Evans  1202 S Main Street  Englewood for driver’s meeting
8:30a:  Depart Bob Evans and head up I-75 to Romulus Michigan.  This is estimated to be a 3 hr, 15 min
trip, (193 miles) but plan on 4 hours with a few short stops along the way.  (We can do lunch when we get
to the hotel, but if majority rules, we can stop earlier.)
Option:
After hotel check-in, for those so inclined, we can head to the Henry Ford Museum (which is only 16
miles away from our hotel.)
We can spend as long as we like, and stay together or scatter and meet back at the hotel by 5:30 for the
hotel’s Welcome Event.  Then we can head over to Leonardo’s Italian Grille (just a mile-long shuttle drive
from the hotel) for delicious lasagna, spaghetti, or any Italian food you may crave.  ;-)
[Our club dined at Leonardo’s last year -- it was really good (and) the hotel shuttle takes you over and back
so you can enjoy more than a few of your favorite drinks from the hotel bar!]
8:15a:  Meet downstairs for our breakfast buffet.  You will love this part as it is very ‘full breakfast'.  (If you’re
an early riser, feel free to dine anytime you’re ready.  I believe they serve as early as 6:00a)
9:30a:  Check out of hotel and head over to Woodward Avenue (details on parking are being worked as
of this writing)
What to bring:  full tank of gas, umbrella (for rain or hot shine), and lawn chairs
For additional information surf Woodward Dream Cruise and/or call Chuck Valley, 937-608-5251.
  Email Chuck at c.valley@earthlink.net to confirm your plans to attend, thanks.

http://www.woodwarddreamcruise.com/
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.  2015 MVMC Covered Bridge Drive

Description of Drive:
    Drive participants will embark on a driving tour of eight of
southwestern Ohio's covered bridge collection. We will be able
to drive across five of the eight bridges that we'll see and walk
across three of the others. We will be stopping at several of the
bridges for individual and/or group photographic opportunities.
Directions will be furnished at the drivers meeting along with a
Covered Bridge Bio sheet with pictures and descriptions of the
bridges that will be visited.

    Reservations for lunch have been made about half way through
our drive at the Hueston Woods State Park Lodge. Luncheon
options may be ordered from the menu.

Rally Masters: George & Jill Wetmore

Date/Time: Saturday, August 22, 2015 –
         Start at 9:00 am Drivers Meeting at 8:45 am
Starting Point: Parking lot directly north of Troy Bob Evans at
SR-41W & I-75's exit 74.

Ending Point: Germantown's Triangle Station Shopping Center
in the parking lot in front of the Childcare Center This should be
a good central location that everyone can depart from for home.

RSVP: To George Wetmore by August 19th so luncheon
reservations can be made.
Home 937-339-4798 Cell 937-308-0124 gwetmore@woh.rr.com

Additional Information:
    I elected to make this drive not only a scenic adventure but a
photographic opportunity by allowing time at some individual
bridge stops for participants to take pictures. These pictures can
be   forwarded then to MiamivalleyMC@gmail.com for use on
the club web site or on Facebook or in the news letter so as to
promote club drive activities and participation.

2015  4th Parade

mailto:gwetmore@woh.rr.com
mailto:MiamivalleyMC@gmail.com


MORE FROM THE

4TH PARADE &

MIATA GATHERING



The Wright Roadster is the official newsletter of the Miami Valley Miata Club. Subscriptions are available as part of membership in the club.
Archived issues,  membership applications and additional club information may be found on the club website, miamivalleymiataclub.org, or
contact the membership officer. For more information, contact the editor.
Advertising– There is no charge for members to advertise Miata related items and services.
Disclaimer: Any information contained herein is used strictly at the reader’s owner risk. The MVMC, its officers, and anybody else are

not liable for any of the material you read about and try to accomplish, which may void your warranty and/or damage your toy. Just

because you read it does not mean it works.
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Post Event Report -
 Autocross at Kil-Kare Raceway on July 12, 2015      By Chris Vollmer

Only 10 cars showed up for the Troy Corvette Club’  autocross event on July 12th.  Overcast skies kept
most away, but the small field made it even more enjoyable for the participants.  The event consisted of
10 timed runs over a winding cone covered obstacle course.  With so few cars showing up, participants
were given the opportunity to do additional untimed runs for $1.00 each.  Quite a bargain for the
weekend racer wannabe.  We were the only Mazda in the field, so I guess I can claim fastest time for
my manufacturer.  Roger and Jeanne Gordon came out to watch, and they took some great action
shots on some of our runs.
    I think Roger and Jeanne might be considering having a go at the next event, which will be on
August 16th out at Kil-Kare.  If you are interested in running your car, registration and tech inspection
are between 9:00 and 10:30, (I suggest you get there at 9:00 if it is your first time doing Autocross).
Bring a Snell 2005 (or better) approved helmet for the driver and any passengers, and $35 cash.

     If you just want to come out and watch, first car is
usually off by 11:00 and it is free.

 If you have any questions, send me an email
Christopher.Vollmer@Yahoo.com .

<=== Donna and Chris Vollmer on deck for a run at the
July 12th Autocross sponsored by the Troy Corvette Club
at Kil-Kare Raceway.

Sunday, August 16, 2015:
Autocross at Kil-Kare Raceway

 This event is sponsored by the Troy Corvette Club but is open to all interested participants.

 Registration is at 9:00 AM, Drivers meeting at 10:30 AM, and the Autocross starts at 11:00 AM.

 All participants, driver and passenger must have a Snell 2005 or better approved helmet.

The participant cost is $35 cash for 10 laps on the course. Spectator admission is free.



The Eleven Mile Roller Coaster Ride
By Dave Berry

Ever since I was a kid, I’ve loved roller coasters, and the bigger and badder, the better. King’s Island’s
The Beast, any number at Cedar Point – I will gladly stand in line to experience a few moments of
head-spinning exhilaration.

There are not many opportunities to experience anything similar behind the wheel (or in the passenger
seat) of a motor vehicle, save maybe on an autocross course or race track. But there is one place that
has become legend for entertaining motorists and motorcyclists alike - the Tail of the Dragon at Deal’s

Gap.
    U.S. 129 runs 582 miles from just west of
Knoxville, Tennessee, to Chiefland, Florida. Mostly
it is meandering two- or four-lane highway that
scoots past Maryville on its way southeast with a
near miss of the Great Smoky Mountain National
Park, on its way through western North Carolina
before finally traversing the entire length of Georgia
to its termination southwest of Gainesville.     At one
stretch not far from its
Knoxville origin, the route
turns east along the Little
Tennessee River, which
transitions to Chilhowee

Lake upstream of a dam.   Two additional dams along the coursing water
produce Calderwood Lake and Cheoah Lake, the latter reaching toward
Fontana Dam. The lakes lie in the region known as Deal’s Gap, a mountain
pass on the Tennessee-North Carolina border. And within that gap, U.S. 129
turns sinister.

   Entering from the west, there is no hint of what is to come. The approach is
a flat, mildly curving byway along the northern shore of Chilhowee Lake. But
not long after the lake goes out of view, the motorist is greeted by a yellow
sign warning of the twisty road awaiting. The sign should also contain advice
to tighten seatbelts, swallow some Dramamine, and blindfold any passengers,
for what is to come is as unnerving as it is thrilling, and more so for those who
want to drive it at any sort of pace.

     Ten club members made the journey to the Gap this July, arriving in Townsend, Tennessee on July
23rd. We chose to stay north of the Dragon, while most visitors stay at the other end in the regions of
Fontana Resort or Robbinsville, North Carolina. Our group included Tim Howard and Ed Walker, Chris
and Donna Vollmer, George and Jill Wetmore, Karen Francis, Tony and Jeanne Zlocki, and myself.
Arriving on Thursday and initiating runs from the west paid a double dividend – a nearly unhindered run
through the Dragon on Friday morning, and still a relatively clear path on Saturday morning, despite the
arrival of many more vehicles.

    The drive can be scenic, I guess, if you take it really slow. Or it can be hectic, intense, even scary, if
you don’t. Frankly, I don’t remember anything about the scenery. I do remember the road, however,
that it turns this way and that, and goes up and down and around, seemingly forever, or at least for
however long it takes to negotiate 318 turns in eleven miles.
    There is a sense of relief and victory at the end, pulling into Kilboy’s gift shop and finally, finally,
exhaling. There is also a sense of gratitude to the little Miata that got you there, and gave you such an
exciting ride. The Miata, any era, is just about the perfect vehicle for the Tail of the Dragon. This roller
coaster ride proves that fact every year, eleven miles at a time.
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RIDING THE TAIL


