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The President’s Corner 

Welcome New Members 

The Wright Roadster  

September 2013 Volume 25, Issue 9 

ZOOM  ZOOM 

Greetings fellow Miataphiles, 

  Well it’s finally here, September and our 20th Anniversary.  HAPPY BIRTHDAY MIAMI VALLEY 

MIATA CLUB!  And many more!  I certainly hope I see you all at the celebrations planned for the 28 th.  I 

know quite a few have signed up already and it looks to be the biggest event of my 12 years in the club.  

Steve Trego and the board have put together quite a Shindig! if I may borrow an old TV show title.  And re-

member, there is no Meet ‘n Greet scheduled for this month. 

   

  Summer has been really strange, at least to me.  It’s been very hot, which you would expect, and it’s been 

very cool, which I found to be unusual.  Great top down weather in any case.  I’m looking forward to lots 

more before the year is out.   

 

  One thing that I want to start promoting is the need for Board of Director Members.  Our Annual Meeting 

and elections will be in November so if you have an interest in serving the club in a leadership role please let 

me know.  Of course if you want to start small and lead an event we can accommodate that as well.  See the 

Rally Master or any board member for help getting started.  

 

  Nothing long winded this month.  Just a sincere invitation to come out to the celebration and meet some 

folks you may not have seen in few years.  You’ll enjoy it and we’ll enjoy your company.  

 

Mike Wheeler 

Black ‘06 

 

 

 

Doug and Maria Cone of Fairborn, referred by Rick Lach. Thanks, Rick. The Cones are driving a '97 

Chaste White (or sometimes that's Chased, according to Doug). 
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Miami Valley Miata Club  2013 Officers 

President 

Mike Wheeler 

Vice President 
Steve Trego 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Loughlin 

 

Membership Dorothy and Fred Tuzzi 

News Letter 
Bill Bateman 

 

Rally Master 

Paul Haller 

 

Web Master 
Steve Hayden 

Past President  

Debbie Thompson 
Tech AdvisorsEd Kramer and Tim Howard 

  

                     OUR CLUB SPONSOR 

September Meet-n-Greet 

The 20th Anniversary celebration takes 

the place of this month’s Meet n Greet 

Visit our web site www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

John O'Neil   9/02 

Ed Walker   9/03 

Roger Gordon  9/04 

Dale Burnside  9/05 

Russ Loughlin  9/06 

Tom Barker   9/08 

Robin Essman  9/08 

Chuck Valley  9/10 

Paul Haller   9/11 

Jim Hufford   9/11 

Gary Cyr    9/15 

Norm Essman  9/17 

Jeanne Poziani 9/17 

Jeff Polin    9/21 

Cindy Devoe  9/26 

Flash Mardis  9/27 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com
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Meet our Co-Tech Director - Tim Howard 
 

As unusual as it is in today’s world, I am a local boy.  I was born and raised in Germantown, Ohio, and 

lived there until I was in my mid 30’s at which time I moved all the way to Washington Township (8 

miles).  Although I have moved 3 times since, I have never moved more than two miles.   

I spent my early years roaming the fields and creeks around my home hunting and fishing and doing all 

the things boys do in a small town, and let the record show that despite the fact that I had a BB gun 

when I was 8, I did not shoot my eye out.  Retrospectively, I find it interesting that as a child I had no 

interest in cars and trucks either as toys or the real thing.  I had a passion for horses, and in fact I actu-

ally owned a pony for a couple of years when I was 10 or 11.   My pony was the meanest animal known to 

man.  I had the bite marks and bruises to prove it.  To add to the unpleasant experience, it took every 

penny I could earn to feed the hungry beast.  The moral to the story that I learned at that tender age 

was; be careful what you wish for. 

Shortly after and perhaps because of that traumatic experience, my interests turned to sports, music, 

motorcycles, cars, and girls.  My favorite sports as a high school participant were football, basketball, 

with a little track thrown in.  As time went on though, cars began to capture an ever growing part of my 

interest. 

My first car was a 1957 Chevy which I repaired at least once a week as long as I owned it.  The repair is-

sue is probably part of the reason that I quickly gravitated to sports cars.  My second car was a 1962 Aus-

tin Healy Sprite, a spartan predecessor to the Miata, and only slightly more reliable than the Chevy. 

Although I started working when I was 10, a paper route to pay for the pony, my first real job was as 

manager of a music store.  Due to the popularity of the Beatles, that job allowed me to work my way 

through college.  While working full time at the store, I somehow managed to also go to school full time 

and get an A.S. from Sinclair College, and a B.S. from The University of Dayton, both in Business Man-

agement.  I wish I still had that much energy. 

In terms of my professional life, I worked 5 years at NCR as a Financial Analyst, 31 years at Huffy Cor-

poration (25 of which were spent as Corporate Controller).  I ended my career at Floturn Inc. in Fairfield 

where I was the Chief Financial Officer.  I retired in 2011. 

I know that it is unusual for an accountant to be a gear head, but I guess I are one.  Thanks to my father 

I learned at an early age how to use tools, and to enjoy building and repairing things.  As a result of that, 

throughout my life I have used those skills to my advantage, remodeling several homes, building furni-

ture, and doing what has become my favorite hobby building and restoring automobiles.  

My most interesting automotive restoration projects to-date are a 1967 Karman Ghia, and a 1967 Alfa Ro-

meo GTV.  In addition, I built two kit cars, a 1956 Porsche Replica (5 years), and a 1966 Cobra Replica 

(11 Years).  The kit cars were the most challenging and instructive for me as you start pretty much from 

the ground and assemble/fabricate everything including the interior.   

So, with all the above said, how did I end up in the MVMC?  You may know that my Brother-in-Law is 

Ed Walker, a long term member of the MVMC.  Over the years Ed has shared his love of Miata’s, and 

positive stories about club events and trips.  As a result, in 2011 when I was looking for a project car it 

just seemed natural to look for a Miata.  As luck would have it, I found a 2000 Special Edition that 

needed a lot of love.  My original intention was to fix it up, drive it a while, and then sell it and look for 

another project.  Once it was done, I liked it so well that I sold my daily driver and kept the Miata.  Then 

I sold my Cobra and bought a second Miata project car.  At this point, I am beginning to think I am ad-

dicted.   I wonder if Linda would like a Miata to replace her SUV? 
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SHOP TALK (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Ed & Tim 

CONFOUNDED BY A LUG NUT 
 

Byron Pettit was headed to the gap and asked if He could stop over to rotate tires, change oil and flush the ra-

diator. I was a little short on time, but I had an afternoon open, and I said; "Sure come on over." After all, This 

shouldn't take more than a couple of hours. (Mistake no. 1) 

 

If there is a downside to doing your own repair/maintenance, it's when things don't go as expected. It happens 

all the time in commercial a shop, that’s why they don't want you watching. You wonder why they charge so 

much? It's to cover all the situations when a time consuming problem occurs. 

 

Here at the shop I never like being under time constraints and normally only schedule morning appointments, 

In that way, I have the whole day in case I need it. 

 

So we roll Byron's recently purchased NC into the shop and first thing we do is loosen the lug nuts. The nuts 

are on at 120 psi.! How do I know that? that's the maximum pressure of most air compressors. Lug nuts are 

suppose to be torqued at 75-80 psi. and never tightened with a air impact wrench. This means an on the road 

tire change will be nearly impossible unless you have a strong arm and a 3 foot breaker bar. This is not good, 

but not serious, until we get to the antitheft lug nut. You know that rounded nut that requires a 'key' that fits 

over it to loosen. The last shop that worked on Byron's car before he bought it, not only tighten the normal lug 

nuts with an air impact wrench, but used it to tighten the antitheft lug. (Mistake no. 2) 

 

I have ranted over these antitheft lug nuts for years. There is absolutely no need for them in this day an' age. In 

years past alloy rims were rare and expensive. Really, do you think anyone is going to steal your Miata 

wheels? I have a stack of them in the barn I can't give away. All they are is a time bomb ready to go off if you 

misplace your 'key' or in Bryon's case for a garage hack that uses an impact wrench to strip the key/lug inter-

face. 

 

Since Byron had no knowledge of where the car was last worked on, the problem was in our lap. 

We were successful in removing one of the lugs by clamping the key onto the lug through the rim. At 120 psi. 

it wasn't long before the key was toast and the remaining lugs rounded beyond use. Since the lugs are recessed 

into the rim, a nut clamp/ puller could not be used. Drilling and using a 'easy-out' was also futile do to the 

amount of torque we were facing. 

FOR SALE 
Four Michelin Artic Alpin (195/55 R15) winter tires, mounted on black steel wheels. The tires are 10 years 

old, but have very good tread and no cracks. I used these on my 03 NB, but they are the wrong size for my 

new NC.   Includes lug nuts and plastic wheel covers.   Asking $50 

Dale Burnside 

(937) 885-1324 
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I attempted to weld a nut onto the stripped lug, but since the lug was a casting, the weld wouldn't hold. At last 

Byron took a cold chisel and busted the nut away except for a small section that is counter sunk into the wheel. 

At that point, the hour was late, I had missed an evening dinner meeting and Byron was left with an unresolved 

headache. 

 

Not how we thought the afternoon would go. I haven't 

heard from Byron, one way or other it will be a tedi-

ous job to remove the remains lugs without damaging 

the rims. 

 

I like good 'keyed' lugs, like the one pictured, These 

come 4 per wheel with an actual deep socket tool, that 

won't slip, scratch or dig the lugs. It's ok to remove lug 

bolts with an impact wrench but never to tighten. Re-

member to request that of anyone changing your 

wheels. 

Needed some extra horsepower  

Sent in by Mike W. 
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MARIETTA TRIP 

We had beautiful weather and great roads for our trip to Marietta. We trained out to Zanesville for a bite to eat 

before we took on the “Triple Nickel”. We sorted the field with quicker drivers towards the front and headed 

south.OH555 is a challenging road, with multiple blind hills and countless curves, perfect for a Miata. Eventu-

ally we made it in to Marietta and had an hour or two to get ready for the “Evening Frolic” on Blennerhassett 

Island. The tour of the historic island was fun and informative and a nice end to a long day. 

On Sunday, we met for some more driving on some of Ohio’s curviest and most scenic roads. This was defi-

nitely a driver’s event. We saw a lot of wildlife, including turkey, deer, fox and box turtles (a.k.a. speed 

bumps) along with some not so wildlife, including a cow which apparently decided the grass was greener on 

our side of the fence. After a nice picnic lunch at the Hannibal Locks, we each found our own way home. 

Donna and I would like to thank everybody who came along. We really enjoyed hosting this event and hope 

everybody had a good time.  

Chris Vollmer 



 

Wright Roadster  September 2013 7 



 

Wright Roadster  September 2013 8 

Fall Foliage Drive to Ohio’s  

Hocking Hills 

 

 
When? Saturday, October 19, 2013 or Saturday, October 26, 2013. Ac-

tual date to be determined by those members interested in par-

ticipating and their availability on each date. The date with the 

most members in attendance will be selected. 

 

Activities? Hocking Hills is very scenic and colorful this time of the year 

and includes many natural wonders such as Old Man’s Cave. 

 

RSVP? Please R.S.V.P. to Fred or Jayna at 937-866-9781 (home), 937-

321-1381 (cell), or email at FPHoppel@Aol.com.  Respond ASAP 

and not later than Sep 20th so that we might determine the date; 

Oct 19th or Oct 26th, and can have a head count for those having 

lunch at the Hocking Hills Dining Lodge. 
 

Monthly Meeting Locations 
 

We're hoping some of you can help us out. We don't have a location for the October 

Meet & Greets and then beginning in the new year, January. As those of you know 

who attend, we need a place that is a separate room (so we can conduct our busi-

ness), and where we can order from the menu, even if it is a limited one. We need 

separate checks also. Of course having enough wait staff and kitchen that can serve 

us well is a priority. We need a place that can handle up to 50 people. We do not want 

someplace that has a fee attached for the room. 

 

If any of you know of places and can check them out for us, please notify Steve 

Trego,toogos@gmail.com. 

 

The date involved upcoming is Tuesday, October 15 and then third Tuesdays begin-

ning 2014.  We need the rooms from about 6pm until 8 or 8:30. 

 


