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The President’s Corner 

It looks like Fall is just around the corner, and that means MVMC drives with 

cooler weather and leaves turning all kinds of colors. It happens to be my favorite 

time of the year! Our annual picnic in September was well attended at Armco 

Park.   

As I mentioned, last month in our newsletter, October has several big events 

scheduled for the MVMC. The Meet & Greet in October is normally our annual Pizza Party at Jeff 

Schmitt Mazda in Beavercreek. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we cannot meet at Jeff Schmitt 

Mazda, but we will be having our annual Pizza Party, just at a different location. This year, the Pizza 

Party will be at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, located at 100 E. Main Street in Fairborn, just a block 

down the street from the Fairborn landmark - Foy's Halloween Store. The Pizza Party will be in the 

basement of St. Marks just down the hall from the Church Kitchen. We'll have signs up directing you 

where to go. The room is large enough to allow us to socially distance while we enjoy the company 

of MVMC Club Members. As always, at the annual Pizza Party, pizza and drinks are provided by the 

club. To allow us to maintain social distancing and be as safe as possible, we will be having personal 

pan pizzas from a local pizza restaurant. Please be sure to RSVP to this event to either Pat Valley or 

me so that we order enough pizzas. We will order a variety of pizzas to include plain, pepperoni, 

sausage, veggie, mushroom, and supreme. If you have a really unusual pizza request, make sure 

you let me know several days in advance. A very important part of the annual Pizza Party is the 

nomination of MVMC Executive Board Members for the following year starting in January 2021. All 

officer positions are open except for the President's position that will be filled by Jim Brokaw who was 

elected Vice President at last year's Pizza Party. Officer positions open this year are: Vice President 

(who will become President in January 2022),Secretary/Treasurer, Membership, Rally Master, 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster, and Technical Director. Please consider running for a position on the 

MVMC Executive Board. 

One of the biggest events of the year for the MVMC is the annual Four-Day Fall Foliage Trip to Eastern 

Tennessee. We stay in Maryville, TN and spend several days driving some of the best car roads in 

the United States to include the "Tail of the Dragon". If you have never driven the "Tail", this is the 

ultimate drive! We usually hook up with the Mountain Miata Club and join them for drives on Saturday.  

The Fall Foliage Trip this year is scheduled from Oct 22-25.  

The last October event is "Shop Day" at Randy Mott's farm on Oct 31. For those who have never 

been to the Mott Farm, this is a real treat! It's also an opportunity to schedule some time to have your 

Miata looked at and possibly worked on by several MVMC members who are highly skilled at the 

mechanics of a Miata. Please schedule with Randy if you think you might need to use the car lift in 

his garage. There's a minimal fee that is well worth it to make sure everything is running right. Since 

the Fall MVMC Shop Day falls on Halloween Day this year, we are having an optional Halloween 



Costume Contest with prizes for the "Best Overall Costume", the "Scariest Costume" and the 

"Funniest Costume". 

If you have any questions about anything in this message, please do not hesitate to contact me at: 

Daniel.r.kirkpatrick@gmail.com or call me at: 937-673-4178.   

Stay safe! Stay healthy! If any MVMC members need assistance, let us know. We are here for each 

other!!!  

Dan Kirkpatrick  

Miami Valley Miata Club President 

937-673-4178 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report for the 3rd Quarter 
By Patti Purdin 

Beginning Balance $3,071.89  
Plus Income Dues $60.00  

 Jeff Schmitt $300.00  

   $3,431.89 

    

Less Expenses   

 Rally Master $317.16  

 Membership $11.00  

 President $60.00 
(Shelter 
rent) 

 Web Master $156.77  

   $544.93 

    

Ending Balance   $2,886.96  

    

Sponsorship Account Balance $500.00  
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Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2020 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

From the Membership Desk 

by Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 

The Club added no new members in September. We did welcome new member, Nick Speck, in the 
first week of October. 
 
We wish the following members happy birthday in October: 

  

President 

Dan Kirkpatrick 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Patti Purdin 

Rally Master 

Chuck Valley 

Vice President 

Jim Brokaw 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

October Birthdays 

10/01 Dan Long 
10/04 Susan Hubbell 
10/08 Marilyn Rodney 
10/10 Laura Garrett 
10/12 Rick Lach 
10/14 Penny Brewster 
10/19 Rick Ponziani 
10/20 Byron Pettit 
10/20 Jayna Hoppel 
10/22 Sharon Wilson 
10/24 Pat Sturgeon 
10/29 Debbie Whitaker 
  
  

  
  
   

New Members in 2020 

Nick Speck 
Wayne Fambrough & Rosemary Peters 
Chet & Charlotte Hallett 
Jill Marcotte 
Dennis & Marjorie Sarver 
Kyle & Natasha Guerrero 
Robert & Ciela Tonge 
Tim & Johanna West 
Michael Ryan 

 



Rally Master Report 

Miatas at Margaritaville 
Lake of the Ozarks, MO 

Sep 23rd-25th 

We began our 9-hour trek Wednesday, Sep 23rd on the concrete jungle (I-

70) heading westbound toward St. Louis, with beautiful early fall weather the 

whole trip. The group decided to leave after lunch and do only five hours that 

first day. The stop in Effingham Illinois was pleasant with a new Country Inn 

& Suites and a nice dinner stop within walking distance at Chilis. After a good 

night’s rest, the next morning we completed the drive, stopping at our destination, Lake of the Ozarks 

which is in south central Missouri. The Miami Valley Miata Club spent three fun-filled days at Miatas 

at Margaritaville with 190 other Miata owners and over 20 Miata Clubs from all over the country that 

were represented. Drives were spirited often doing over 70 mph on 55 mph winding and rolling state 

routes. These routes are configured around the many irregular shaped lakes and with the curves and 

speed, were not for the newbie Miata driver. The longest route was 120 miles around one of the 

largest lakes. One stop along that route was at an Amish bulk food store and bakery. It was a moment 

where you walked in and turned into a 10-year old gazing at all the bulk bagged candy, homemade 

Amish fudge, and of course a fantastic variety of fresh Amish bread and pastries. On our final day 

after a vigorous morning drive, we took a break and visited Bridal Cave in Camdenton Missouri.  

Beautiful stalactite and stalagmite formations! 

Great time was had by all!  As far as anyone can recall, it was the first group drive to this area of the 

country in a long time. Look for photos on a later page in this newsletter. 

Westward Ho!  Drive 

Upcoming in mid-October we are planning a drive west into Indiana. Details to follow in about a week. 

Fall Foliage Drive to the Smokies 
Oct 22nd-25th 

We have 20 signed up (10 cars)!  All of our block of rooms has been booked. if you call the Luxbury 

Inn in Maryville, you ‘might’ just be able to still get in on this annual drive with other MVMC friends 

and family. If they have no rooms available, give other motels nearby a try. 

If you do manage to grab a room, please let me know. I will be sending out details on the trip in the 
next two weeks.  

Chuck Valley, Rally Master 

Miami Valley Miata Club 

  

 



MVMC 2020 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for 
which at least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 
 

 

3Date Event Host(s) Venue 
Oct 9-10 Bourbon Trail Drive Chuck & Pat Valley Somewhere in Kentucky 

Oct 20 Pizza Party/Nomination of 2021 
Officers 

MVMC Officers St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 
Fairborn, OH 

Oct 22-25 Fall Foliage Tour/Dual Club 
Drive 

Chuck & Pat Valley Maryville, TN 

Oct 30-Nov 
1 

Miata Reunion 2020 N/A Road Atlanta, Braselton, GA 

Oct 31 Shop Day Randy Mott & Tim Howard Mott Farm, Casstown, OH 

Nov 7 USAF Museum Tour Chuck & Pat Valley Museum of the U.S. Air Force, 
Fairborn, OH 

Nov 17 Meet & Greet and Election of 
2021 officers 

MVMC Officers Los Mariachi’s, Xenia, OH 

Dec 5 MVMC Annual Christmas Party MVMC Officers Fairborn Senior Center, Fairborn, 
OH 

Dec 31 2020 Polar Bear Run TBA Dayton area environs 

 

  

Once events have been resumed, be sure to RVSP for any event you 

plan to attend 

Legend: 

  

On Hold 

Being held as scheduled Event 

Cancelled Event 

Event 

Latest updates to upcoming events: 

• The annual Pizza Party and nomination of officers will be held on October 20 at St. 

Mark’s Lutheran Church in Fairborn 

• The Miata Reunion 2020, scheduled for October 30 through November 1 at Road 

Atlanta, has been cancelled by the organizers 

• Fall Shop Day, scheduled for October 31 at the Mott farm, will take place 



Annual MVMC Picnic 
Most photos courtesy of Chuck White 

  

  

  

  

   



Miatas at Margaritaville 

 

 

For more photos of October events, visit 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1O5nlJUqvdg_mnRXA4WmXhX_9hXxXe7qN?usp=sharing 

 

 

 

Group shot at Lake of the Ozarks 

 

 

Miatas lining up for a morning drive 

 

 

Water tower at 
Camdenton Amish Bakery 

 

 

Abyss at Bridal Cave 

 

 

Ladies at Castle Ruins Overlook 

 

 

Stalactites at Bridal Cave 

 

 

Photos courtesy of Art and Nancy Thibeault, and Chuck and Pat Valley 



Fall Foliage Tour of the Smoky Mountains 

Travel with the club to Maryville TN. Enjoy the adjoining Smoky Mountains. Drive the formidable and 

always enjoyable Tail of the Dragon. Join with our friends at the Mountain Miata Club for more drives 

of scenic southeastern Tennessee. 

All rooms have now been claimed at the Luxbury Inn in Maryville, TN. But there is always the 

possibility of a cancellation. Call 865-983-9839 to check if any has become available. Ask to speak 

with Carol Golden, and mention that you are a member of the Miami Valley Miata Club. You can also 

try other nearby motels. 

RSVP to Chuck Valley at charles.valley@yahoo.com after making your reservation. Further details 

on traveling to Maryville and activities there will be forthcoming.       

Notices to Members: 

MIKE WHEELER will be selling his collection of car movies/DVDs at the October 20th meeting at St. 

Mark’s Lutheran Church in Fairborn. Price will be a flat rate of $5 for a single movie/DVD and $10 for 

a multipack. Mike has about 50 DVDs. 

 

 



2020 Fall Maintenance Day and Halloween Party 

 

When: October 31, 2020 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

Where: Randy Mott's workshop, 1350 South Hufford Road Casstown, Ohio 45312 

 

What: Get your Miata ready for winter and the 2021 driving season with fall maintenance. Perhaps 

you would just like to consult on a cosmetic or operational issue that is diminishing your ownership 

experience. This is your chance to ask those embarrassing technical questions. 

 

Why: Take advantage of Randy's great facility and accumulated club experience with Miatas. At the 

same time enjoy the company of other Miata enthusiasts. As usual there will be coffee and donuts. 

What more could one ask for? How about a Halloween celebration? Costumes are optional, but only 

those wearing costumes will be eligible for the coveted prizes that will be awarded in several 

categories. Due to COVID-19 considerations, other than donuts and coffee, please bring your own 

refreshments for the day. 

 

How: If you would like to schedule work contact Tim Howard at 937-287-2424, or email 

tghcc@woh.rr.com to discuss the work you would like done and to reserve a time slot. If you would 

just like to attend for donuts and friendship, please respond that you will attend so we can get a head 

count. 

 

Note: If you are scheduling work, bring your own consumables (oil, filter, etc.). Lift Time will be billed 

at $25.00 per hour. 

  

 



Support our Sponsoring Restaurants 

Patronize the restaurants who had stepped up to support us this year for our Drivers Challenge. They 

are: Don Patron's, El Meson, TJ Chumps, TIckets Pub & Eatery, RIp-Rap Roadhouse, Bennett's 

Publical, Giovanni's Italian Restaurant, Nick's Restaurant, and Los Mariachi's.  

 

Below is an update on the service status of these restaurants. 

 

Restaurant Location Inside Dining Carry Out Delivery 

Bennett’s Publical Miamisburg Yes with restrictions Yes DoorDash, Grubhub 

Don Patron’s Fairborn Yes with restrictions Yes DoorDash, Grubhub, Uber Eats 

El Meson West Carrollton Yes with restrictions Yes No 

Los Mariachi’s Xenia Yes with restrictions Yes No 

Nick’s Xenia Yes with restrictions Yes No 

Rip-Rap Roadhouse Dayton Yes with restrictions Yes No 

TJ Chumps Englewood Yes with restrictions Yes DoorDash, Grubhub 

Note that restaurants now offering inside dining have placed restrictions on the size of parties and the 

total number of patrons. Some may also require that reservations be made in advance of arrival. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

Guest Article  

Editor’s Note: Christy Mott Haynes has completed an ambitious project and 

wants to share her experience with fellow members. Technical Director Tim 

Howard has endorsed her work and asked that it be published in this edition of 

the newsletter in place of his regular column. 

Miata Seat Heater Install 
By Christy Mott Haynes 

I bought generic seat heaters from eBay, something like this: 

https://www.ebay.com/itm/2-Seats-Universal-Heated-Seat-Heater-Kit-12V-Carbon-Fiber-Round-

High-Low-Switch/333033829404?hash=item4d8a5cf41c:g:o70AAOSwlTBd50pI 

The kit should come with two (or more depending on the car you’re working on) heating elements, 

wiring for both, and two switches. I preferred the round switches, but you may be able to find some 

with different designs, like rocker switches or fancier ones. Mine came from China and took a couple 

of weeks to arrive, so plan accordingly if that’s where your item is coming from. 

There are three main parts to this install: installing the heating elements in the seats, finding a place 

for the switches, and installing those and lastly, wiring everything. 

Part One: Heating element install 

You have to take your seats out, disassemble the seat (top from bottom) and remove the upholstery 

to install the heating elements. I followed this video to take the seats apart and remove the upholstery: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bVnLu1f1vE&t=2039s 

It takes a full day (two if you want to give your hands a rest because they will get sore) just to take 

the seats out, get the upholstery off, put the elements on and put it all back together. 

Getting all the hog ties off (they hold your upholstery on) takes some decent pliers and patience, as 

does putting the zip ties back on when securing the upholstery. I found that grabbing a hog tie and 

twisting counterclockwise would remove them fairly easily. Do not yank them out because you will 

 

 

https://www.ebay.com/itm/2-Seats-Universal-Heated-Seat-Heater-Kit-12V-Carbon-Fiber-Round-High-Low-Switch/333033829404?hash=item4d8a5cf41c:g:o70AAOSwlTBd50pI
https://www.ebay.com/itm/2-Seats-Universal-Heated-Seat-Heater-Kit-12V-Carbon-Fiber-Round-High-Low-Switch/333033829404?hash=item4d8a5cf41c:g:o70AAOSwlTBd50pI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bVnLu1f1vE&t=2039s


pull rods out of the foam and then you won’t be able to secure the fabric again. Getting the top of the 

seat apart is MUCH easier than the bottom, in case you start with the bottom and decide to question 

whether this is worth it. The heating elements have sticky stuff that helps them stay on the foam. You 

can position them, then pull off the tape to expose the sticky stuff. Make sure the wiring is going 

towards the back or bottom of the seat on both pieces. 

I decided I wanted to replace the fabric ribs that go horizontally across the seat bottom of my second 

car with zip ties, so I carefully cut slits in the fabric of the heating element so I could thread the zip 

ties through, but do not cut the wires inside the fabric of course (I didn’t do this the first time I did this 

project and it really doesn’t make much of a difference in appearance when the upholstery is back 

on). 

Part Two: Switch install 

You’ll have to decide where you want them to go. I don’t have power windows, so I put mine in the 

center console. But I’ve seen people put them on the sides of the console too. My ’92 had a switch 

for a cell phone that is now long gone in the center console, and so I needed a way to cover that hole 

and still have something rigid to hold the switches. My local hardware store helped me cut a piece of 

aluminum and cut round holes for me. I filed the edges so it was rounded, covered it with carbon fiber 

vinyl (it matches other accents in the interior) and attached it with tiny screws. My ’97 had a nice, 

  

  



blank spot in the center console, so I simply cut holes with a knife, filed them to fit and went that route. 

I think there are many ways you could go with the switches. 

Part Three: Wiring 

I am not great at wiring projects and was procrastinating on this chore 

until I found out about fuse taps. You can use them to add an accessory 

to a blank spot in your fuse box (it’s on the driver’s side outside wall up 

under the dash on the NAs and is not in the easiest place to get to. You 

might want to do the wiring while the seats are out to make this easier). 

Make sure you know what size your fuses are and know that you may 

have to go to several auto parts stores to get the right sizes and number 

you need (you need two for a Miata). You can look up how to use them 

online, I won’t go into detail here but if I can do it, anybody can. 

Once your fuse tap is plugged in, you can run the wire through the dash 

and have it come out under the tombstone and connect with the 

switches under the console. I didn’t have to remove the tombstone to 

do this, but you might if you’re having trouble running the wire. A clothes 

hanger helps! The first time I did this I stuffed the wiring under the center 

console, and I do not recommend it because everything barely fits. (I’ll be redoing that this winter 

when the car is at my house). The second time I put the bulk of the wiring under the carpet on the 

wall behind the seats, then ran the wires under the carpet and up through the console so things were 

very hidden. There may be other ways to do this depending on where your switches are. Don’t forget 

your ground wire. I grounded mine to a metal piece that is under the tombstone. Hopefully, that is 

sufficient, and my car won’t catch on fire – it hasn’t yet! 

Enjoy some more top down days in the fall and winter because that’s what you can do once you 

complete this project! 

 

  

 

 



Miata Parts for Sale or Free! 

 

For sale by Lee Korb and Pat Gould. They also offer a set of shocks from a 2000 Miata FREE! 

Contact Pat at 937-232-5614 or p19g53@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Brand New, never installed, OEM Copper 

Red roll bar covers. Includes front and 

back sections. $80 

 

Drive shaft from 2000 Miata. Needs universal 

joints. $25 

 

Console cover for NB (from a 2000) $10 

 

Flywheel, 

clutch, and 

pressure 

plate, 125k 

miles $35 

 
 

 

Exhaust 

manifold and 

downpipe 

from NA 

$120 

Front and rear brake rotors and brake pads. Rotors off 2000 NB. Pads are like new, 

lots of surface remaining. All free!  

mailto:p19g53@gmail.com

