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MVMC 25th Anniversary Planning Committee 

Among the current MVMC Executive Officers, Tim Howard, Dave Berry, Roger Gordon, Tony Zlocki, Fred 

Hoppel, Pat Valley, and me, MVMC members Byron and Skeeter Petit, Peggy Berry, and Jeanne Zlocki 

are busy with final details for the Miami Valley Miata Club’s 25th Anniversary Celebration this Saturday, 

October 6th 6pm-9pm at the Fairborn Seniors Center. Several past presidents and charter members will 

help us celebrate with a good dinner, plenty of side dishes, door prizes, a mix of car-themed music and 

other popular songs you’ll remember, and even some trivia games (with prizes for correct answers!). We’re 

looking forward to this important fun milestone celebration and glad you can make it part of your weekend!   

MVMC 25th Anniversary embroidered monogrammed and non-Monogrammed shirts:  

Detailed information on how to order these products in our club website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ Miami Valley Miata Club Magnets! +  

MVMC car magnets are available for $5 each.  We recommend a pair so both sides of your 

Miata/MX-5 can publicize our great club during Drive & Dines! 

 

  

 



Nominations and Voting Coming Soon! 

It’s getting on that time of year to be thinking about nominating MVMC’s Executive Committee Officers.  

Officer nominations will take place at the October 16th MVMC Annual Pizza Party at Jeff Schmitt Mazda.  

Any member can either nominate someone _who they know wants and has the time to take on the 

responsibilities of the office_ or you can even self-nominate. Of course, all nominations will be reviewed 

and verified prior to listing on a ballot. Voting ballots will be handed out at the November Meet & Greet for 

a vote and tally.   

We are now aware that our current Executive Committee Officers would like to serve again in 2019 except 

the Office of President that will be filled by the current VP Tony Zlocki.  But technically all officers except 

for President are open for nomination. The club needs to nominate a new Vice President so be thinking 

about running for this office. Through the club’s history, there have been some exceptions, but normally, 

the year as VP serves as a launch pad to become club president the following year. You’re welcome to talk 

to me or any of our officers to find out what’s all involved before you commit. 

 

Fall Foliage Drive to the Smokies! 

Skipping ahead a bit, we will be getting out an announcement in a few weeks for trip details for all signed 

up for the wonderful Fall Foliage Drive October 18th through 21st.  Fifteen (15) cars with members, family, 

and friends comprising 28 are signed up. We are looking forward to a great color-filled Fall return road trip 

to the Smokies!  (If you’ve been putting this off for whatever reason, there may be a possibility of still getting 

in on this fun group event. Ask Chuck Valley for details. 

 

 

 



… and a Reminder from your President 

So you can maximize your fun factor, be sure to check our website often, read 

our newsletters monthly, and keep up with the event calendar, and the event 

announcements for upcoming events. 

Again, participate with us while your good health allows. You’ll get more out of 

your club, keep your seals from drying out (which causes engine and tranny 

leaks), and build some good memories along the way! It beats cleaning the house 

or falling asleep in front of the boob tube. Save naps for the cold, rainy, and snowy 

days of Ohio winters when your little beast is snug as a bug in a rug (er… car 

cover)! 

   

 

Farewell to the MVMC snowbirds 
heading soon to Florida - Joe and 
Ann Talafous, to name a couple... 

 

 

Pat Valley (Membership Director) and Chuck 
Valley (President) turned in their personal bests 
in the 10K segment of the 2018 USAF Marathon. 
The couple have seven half-marathons and two 
10K's to their credit. 

 

 

Name this couple and win a prize. Tie breaker 
goes to the one who guesses the year closest to 
that when the photo was taken. The winner will 
be rewarded at the 25th Anniversary 
Celebration. Executive Officers may not 
participate. 

 

This may be why they head south... 

 



Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2018 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

Membership Update 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 
 

We have three new members joining in September. Welcome Hunter Turner, Gerry Coen, and Teresa 
Watkins! 
 

If you have missed the emails or forgot where to send your renewal, here is the form.  Please mail it with 
your $20 renewal fee to: Pat Valley, 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, Xenia, OH 45385.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

President 

Chuck Valley 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fred Hoppel 

Rally Master 

Roger Gordon 

Vice President 

Tony Zlocki 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

October Birthdays 

10/01 Dan Long 
10/03 Duane Gentry 
10/04 Dena Long 
10/04 Susan Hubbell 
10/08 Allan Harris 
10/08 Marilyn Rodney 
10/09 Thomas Birkbeck 
10/12 Rick Lach 
10/14 Debbie Sparks 
10/14 Penny Brewster 
10/18 Tom Purkey 
10/20 Byron Pettit 
10/20 Jayna Hoppel 
10/20 Rick Sparks 
10/22 Sharon Wilson 
10/24 Pat Sturgeon 
10/29 Debbie Whitaker 
 

 
  
  
  

New Members for 2018 

William Marshall 
Marlean & Scott Ohlwiler 
Hunter Turner 
Gerry Coen 
Teresa Watkins 
Mark Fritz 
Thomas Birkbeck 
Carlos Quintana & Sherry Crossman 
Patrick & Lori Powell 
Richard & Barb Robinson 

 

 

 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf


MVMC 2018 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for which at 
least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
3Date Event Host(s) Venue 

Oct 06 MVMC 25th Anniversary 
Celebration 

25th Anniversary Committee Fairborn Senior Center, 
Fairborn, OH 

Oct 07 Autorcross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia, OH 

Oct 13 SCCA Classic at Mid-Ohio  Mid-Oho Sports Car Course, 
Lexington, OH 

Oct 16 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley Jeff Schmitt Mazda, 
Beavercreek, OH 

Oct 18-21 Fall Foliage Drive Chuck & Pat Valley Luxbury Inn & Suites, Maryville, 
TN 

Nov 03 William H. Harrison Memorial 
Drive & Dine 

Dave & Peggy Berry Cleves & North Bend, OH 

Nov 20 Meet & Greet & 2019 Officer 
Elections 

Chuck Valley Los Mariachis, Xenia, OH 

Dec 8 MVMC Christmas Party MVMC Officers Fairborn Senior Center, 
Fairborn, OH 

  

  

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

Treasurer Report for Period Ending September 30, 2018 

by Fred Hoppel 

Bank Balance as of December 31, 2017    $  2,133.41  

Funds Deposited to Account in 2018   $  3,729.00  

Total Funds Available     $  5,862.41  

Less      
Expenditures Drawn on the Account in 2018   $  2,249.60  

Bank Balance as of September 30, 2018    $  3,612.81  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


Tail of the Lizard Drive & Dine 

By Pat & Bonnie Sturgeon 

 
We’d like to thank all who drove the Lizard and dined at the 
winery on the Ohio River for another successful drive! Special 
appreciation goes to our members who made the day for a dear 
6-year-old friend of ours, Braxton Fox, giving him waves and 
honks as the parade of 13 Miatas passed by! These special 
people were Dave and Peggy Berry, Enrique and Ruth 
Ellenbogen, Walt and Kathy Helman, Fred and Jayna Hoppel, 
Rick and Kathleen Lach, Scott and Marlean Ohlwiler, Patti 
Purdin, Carlos Quintana and his friend, Sherry, Joe and Anne 
Talafous, Chris and Donna Vollmer, George and Jill Wetmore, 
and Tony and Jeanne Zlocki. Braxton’s Grammy called to tell us 
how tickled Braxton was for the attention and just loved seeing 
everyone waving!  

 
You all made his day!! 

 

Our day didn’t go without a few glitches, starting with a detour for people to get to the Xenia Station because 
of a parade going through Xenia at the same time. Also, the restrooms were closed at the Station! Though 
we were aware of a festival in Peebles, there was another in New Vienna that took us by surprise. Detours 
were the name of the day! Lastly, what we thought was a leaf or small bag in the road (which we thought 
we could safely straddle) turned out to be a rock that shattered when we hit it with the underside of our car, 
sending pieces into the air. Fortunately, Patti, who was following us, did some quick maneuvering and 
managed to avoid any damage! 

 

We are thankful that our members can overlook a few unexpected moments and still enjoy the lovely day 
driving top down from Greene County, traveling through Clinton, Highland, and Adams Counties to eat 
lunch in a lovely setting on the river and simply enjoy conversation with friends! 
 
 

  

For more photos from September MVMC events, visit the club’s Google Drive page: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=11QEB9WPkcgqWzVnefFArb2OYIxf084nZ 

 

 
 



2nd Annual MVMC Poker Run 

Last Saturday, September 29th, 13 Miatas and 2 OTM drivers in their larger beasts (one OTM driver normally 

drives their ’90 NA that is sick right now) enjoyed a 30-mile trek through mostly Greene County and a 

snippet of Clark County. Leading the Poker Run caravan was the loyal and trustworthy Pat and Bonnie 

Sturgeon and in the Tail Gunner position was the playfully provocative Chris and lovely wife Donna Vollmer. 

Lefts, rights, curved and crowned roads, straightaways dividing corn fields, tree lined roadways with ups 

and downs in a state park setting was enjoyed by all who participated. Players were synchronously provided 

a red, white, and blue playing card at the Xenia Bike Station which was the official start of the Poker Run.  

Six “Dealer Stops” were spaced throughout the 30-mile route where an additional card was provided. At 

the end of the run, someone would have the highest hand, the second highest hand, and third highest hand 

among 14 hands of cards. This year, highest hand of the run, (a Flush) was had by Chris and Donna Vollmer 

who won a $20 restaurant gift card. Second highest hand went to Dianne and Russ Loughlin with (a Straight 

– Jack High) who won a $15 restaurant gift card. Third highest hand (also a Straight – 8 High) was owned 

by Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon, who won a $10 gift card. Interesting to note is both lead car couple and tail 

gunner couple won in the Top Three highest hands that proves it pays to volunteer!  Russ and Dianne, you 

are just an anomaly! 

Lunch for the Poker Run was at Los Mariachis in Xenia. Great Mexican 

cuisine, good service, and we liked it so much we’re going back in 

November for our final Meet & Greet of 2018. 

Thanks to Tony Zlocki for volunteering as Dealer 1. Chuck Valley 

mapped the route and served as Dealer 2. Thanks to Pat Valley for 

serving as Dealer 3, and for being the one who administered the event 

and did a dry run for the route.  

  

 

 

 



Photos from the Dayton Concours d’Elegance at Carillon Park 

Courtesy of Tony Zlocki 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tim Howard's "Green Monster" was on display 

 

 

Tony Zlocki checks out a beautiful machine from the '50s 

 

 

Bob Luken with a lovely NA 

 

 

Original NA brochures 

 

 



Miami Valley Miata Club 
Anniversary Logo 

Shirt or Cap 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take your shirt or cap to Boomerang 

Embroidery (3008 Birdwood Road, Kettering). 

They will embroider the Miata Club 

Anniversary logo for $11.00. 

Add a name to the right side of the shirt for 

$4.00 (block or script lettering)  

(plus tax). 

Cap as shown is $20.00 

You can provide your own shirt or cap, OR order from 

Boomerang's catalog: https://www.companycasuals.com/miata 

 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Tim Howard 

Although Miatas are statistically very reliable vehicles, during the month of September 

several of our members experienced breakdowns while a significant distance from 

home. Some of these unfortunate experiences might have been avoided by periodic 

owner inspection and maintenance. You should note that I said the unpleasant 

experience might be avoided, not necessarily the expense, at least not all of it. There 

are at least two factors that prevent periodic maintenance from occurring. The first is 

the inherent reliability of Miatas. Because they rarely break down, we don’t take the 

time to look for problems before they occur. The second is that many of us simple don’t know what to look 

for. Outlined below is a partial list of items that should be checked or monitored regularly. 

• Brake fluid 

• Clutch Fluid 

• Belts 

• Hoses 

• Antifreeze 

• Radiator condition 

• Oil level 

• Tires 

• Ignition Wires 

• Timing Belt 

If you don’t know what to look for, contact me at tghcc@woh.rr.com and if we have enough interest I will 

attempt to schedule a short class in routine Miata maintenance.  

[Editor’s note: Need proof of Tim’s advice? Check out poor Patti Purdin’s tale that follows] 

The Perils of Patti 

By Patti Purdin 

This is my story.  

I’m always skeptical of everything and everyone. But this time I was in distress and not thinking or listening 
too well. On September 15th I was on an all-day trip with the club and kept smelling something burning. So 
I knew I was going to check her in next week. The next day was Sunday and I had plans to visit family in 
Mason, Ohio. As I was leaving, my cousin kept yacking at me, and during this time something gushed out 
from underneath. And I was smoking. Next week didn’t come fast enough. I was advised to not drive it 
home. I was texting with Roger Gordon, hoping he’d give me some hope to drive home. That didn’t happen. 
So there I was in a strange land in a strange bed with no clean clothes, no medicine, and my cat is hungry.  

Next morning, we, my cousin’s husband, and I, went to Firestone and explained the situation. They called 
a few hours later and said something about hoses and $750.00. I said, “No way, can I just have half the 
hoses replaced?” And, of course, they said sure, but in the long run would cost me more. They maintained 
that all six needed replacing.  Ok. A few hours passed, and I was told that they were replacing the radiator 
as well, at no charge. “OK,” I said. After a few more hours, finally I can go home. Under normal 
circumstances, I would have asked them to pop the hood and show me the work. BUT no, I just had to go 
home. A few days passed, and I checked in with my mechanic, who I call Magic Mike. We popped the hood 
and right away saw four bolts missing, and asked how many hoses they replaced, because he pointed to 

mailto:tghcc@woh.rr.com


one that was not new but had a new clamp on it (for which I was charged $4 each).  I went to Firestone in 
Springfield. They took me in right away, and actually found five bolts missing! When asked about the hoses, 
he wouldn’t confirm or deny if that one hose was new or not.  

So now I’m $850 more broke due to yet another lesson learned. And, yes, the sales tax was $55.  

Magic Mike is going to put her up on the lift and give her a good look over. Oh, and they think they broke 
my radiator and that’s how it got replaced for free. That’s another story.  

[For a more positive story of auto-related repair, here’s a recent experience as told by Roger Gordon] 

 

The Broken Key Fob 

by Roger Gordon 

While working on my daughter's Mazda 5, I saw that one of the two remote key fobs was shot - physical 
damage. I thought I would replace it, but I have seen many stories in the past about paying hundreds of 
dollars for the device and additional dollars to program it to your vehicle. 

Being very cheap, I took a gamble and got one on eBay for $17.88 (free shipping). It came fast along 
with instructions on how to program it to your specific car - just go to a web site  
(www.programtheremote.com) and look it up. Worked perfectly. This key fob also had a regular key that 
needs to be cut to match the existing key, but in this case, I was able to remove the steel key from the 
broken key fob and attach it to the new one. Removing the steel key from the key fob required driving a tiny 
hidden pin. 

The only difference between the old and new key fobs is that the new one comes without a brand insignia 
in the indent. If you are picky and scrupulous, you can remove it from the old and glue it to the new. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 

http://www.programtheremote.com/

