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The President’s Corner 

Welcome New Members 

The Wright Roadster  

October 2013 Volume 25, Issue 10 

ZOOM  ZOOM 

  My how time flies!  October already, and in a month or so I be 

mounting the snow tires in preparation for the winter driving sea-

son.  Can’t let a little snow stop me.  Tires and trailer hitch are 

about the only modifications I’ve made to my NC and so far I’ve 

been very happy with my choices.  Just ask if you’d like to know 

what I’m riding on.  

  With October comes beautiful fall weather.  There are two drives 

scheduled this month to take advantage of the leaves turning and 

cool crisp breezes as you cruise down the hi-ways and by-ways of 

our great state.  Fred Hoppel is taking you to Hocking Hills not 

once but twice this month.  So sign up for the date you prefer and 

get out and exercise those shocks.  I’m sure Ed and Tim would 

tell you that a car needs to be driven not parked to maintain its 

full fun quotient. 

  There are still opportunities on the Executive Committee 

(officers) for next year.  You all know that a club can’t function without someone to take charge of the day to day 

things that come up.  I know I missed the newsletter last month and am very happy that Steve stepped up for me.  

It just goes to show that everything we do is dependent upon people who volunteer their time and we all suffer 

when a gap occurs.  We need you to step up and help.  Every position can be worked if you’d like to give it a try.  

I’d like to say “See you on the 15th” but unfortunately I’ll not be available so have fun. 

Continued on page 3 

 

 

Welcome back the return of Donna Tinley and Kurt Bledsoe to our club. 

Donna is a former Club President. 

 

Welcome to Elizabeth and Eric Klinc of Xenia driving a 2013 Silver.  
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Miami Valley Miata Club  2013 Officers 

President 

Mike Wheeler 

Vice President 
Steve Trego 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Loughlin 

 

Membership Dorothy and Fred Tuzzi 

News Letter 
Bill Bateman 

 

Rally Master 

Paul Haller 

 

Web Master 
Steve Hayden 

Past President  

Debbie Thompson 
Tech AdvisorsEd Kramer and Tim Howard 

  

                     OUR CLUB SPONSOR 

October Meet-n-Greet 

Tuesday October 15 

Jeff  Schmitt Mazda 

Visit our web site www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

Marty Caskey 10/03 

Dena Long 10/04 

Dorothy Tuzzi 10/11 

Gary Zembo 10/11 

Rick Lach 10/12 

Susan Jeffery 10/17 

Jayna Hoppel 10/20 

Byron Pettit  10/20 

Sharon Wilson 10/22 

Pat Sturgeon 10/24 

Debbie Whitaker 10/29 
 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com
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The President’s Corner 
  Now that the Miami Valley Miata Club is officially 20 years old I’ve saved mentioning the best for last.  The 20th 

Anniversary Celebration held at the Great Stone Lodge near Sidney was a tremendous success!  It was the model 

that every car club event should strive for.  Great drive, great weather, great band, great food, great venue, great 

cars, and most of all, great people!  Sure, sure I know we can’t have it all every time but we certainly did this time.  

It was special to have several of the clubs charter members there, Drake and Cinda Daum, Jim and Neva Huf-

ford, Frank and Susan Hughes, Bill and Sharron Mattingly as well as Linda Rocco who was accompanied by her 

son-in-law Jon.  They all still own and drive Miatas and they took home some car show trophies to prove that 

they still care about them!   I want to thank all the people that were involved in making the celebration such a 

memorable event.  Most especially,  Vice President Steve Trego and Susanne Wehrly who chaired the anniversary 

committee.  And of course the other Miata Club Board members and Fred Hopple who put together the car 

show.    A job well done by all.  I hope to be around 10 years from now to celebrate the 30th will all of YOU. 

Ciao, 

Mike 

Brilliant Black ‘06 

Miatas at the Concourse 

It was one of those days that makes the transition from summer to fall beautiful – cool and sunny with bright blue 

skies. It was a great day for 17 Miatas from the MVMC to join the thousands of visitors that were attending the 

seventh annual Concours d’ Elegance at Dayton’s Carillon Park. With our group and four additional impromptu 

guests, we were quite a presence on the lawn across from the main entrance to the museum. Almost all of our 

members took advantage of the convenient location and attended the Concours, and what a terrific show it was. 

Over 200 outstanding cars participated  in numerous classes featuring the marques of Ferrari, Aston Martin and 

Sting Ray.  Two of our members, Kim Haverstick and Gordon Stafford, were among the judges at this out-

standing event. 

When not attending the show, many members sat in their chairs and solved the problems of the world…and of 

course, talked about cars. It was a relaxed gathering of friends on a beautiful day summer day.  

Thanks to all who supported this project. I hope you had as good a time as I did…and look forward to next year. 

Fred Tuzzi 
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Several months ago I promised to keep you updated 

regarding the major milestones in the process of com-

pleting my 1990 Miata project car.  The month of Sep-

tember marks just such an occasion.  On September 

20th, Ed and I completed the multi-step process of 

spraying paint on the Miata.  I did some of the prelimi-

nary painting in my home garage, and then moved to 

Ed’s shop where the facilities are more conducive to 

spraying an entire car in base coat and clear coat.  Since 

this was my first attempt at painting an entire car (I had 

previously painted many parts and pieces) it is fair to say 

that it was a real learning experience for me.  It was nice 

to have Ed who has painted multiple cars there for con-

sulting and moral support.  It is also fair to say that I 

now have a much greater understanding of why it costs 

so much to have a car professionally painted.  Not only 

are the materials and supplies very expensive, but the 

process is relatively complex and very labor intensive. 

I have already admitted my novice status as a car painter, 

and that most certainly translates into extra work hours, 

but I was very surprised at how many hours I invested 

in this process.  When I refer to the process, I am not 

including any of the body work or preliminary spot 

priming.  I am talking only of the pre-paint sanding, de-

greasing, masking, spraying sealer, spraying base coat, 

spraying clear coat, color sanding (1000 and 1500 grit), 

and buffing (3 different grits).  

 In my case, since the car has a three color paint job, you 

can multiply most of the above process steps by three, 

and then you can throw in a few hours for laying out the 

racing stripe and re-sanding the paint when it is neces-

sary to go longer than 24 hours between coats.  It is sig-

nificant to note that the process would more properly be 

called masking the car as opposed to painting the car, as 

you spend about 80% of your time sanding and mask-

ing, and 20% painting. 

So, how did the paint job turn out, and would I do it 

again?  

Admittedly I am prejudiced, but I am very happy with 

the result.  I have seen worse paint jobs done by profes-

sionals, and I have also seen some that were better.  De-

spite his best efforts, Ed could not watch me every min-

ute, so I did make some mistakes.  Fortunately none of 

these errors were terminal, and most could be corrected.  

One of the most difficult parts of the process was trying 

to unlearn 50 years of bad spray painting technique, and 

do it the right way. 

As to whether I would paint another car, the answer is 

yes.  This is something that has long been on my bucket 

list, and despite all of the work, I enjoyed the process.  

All that said, I probably will not start another paint job 

tomorrow morning (I just finished putting the car back 

together this afternoon).  I think a little breather would 

be good at this point. 

Included below are a few pictures of the paint job in 

process, as well as one showing how the 1990 looks in 

its’ new clothes. 

As always, if you are considering a painting project of 

your own, don’t hesitate to ask either Ed or me about 

the process.  We would be happy to share what we have 

learned with you.  

   Tim Howard 

Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 
By Ed & Tim  
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The Wright Roadster is the official newsletter of the Miami Valley Miata Club.  Subscriptions are available as part of membership in the club.  Archived issues, 

membership applications and additional club information may be found on the club website, www.miamivalleymiataclub.com, or contact the membership officer. 

For more information, contact the editor. 

Advertising– There is no charge for members to advertise Miata related items and services. 

Disclaimer: Any information contained herein is used strictly at the reader’s owner risk. The MVMC, its officers, and anybody else are no t liable for any of the 

material you read about and try to accomplish, which may void your warranty and/or damage your toy. Just because you read it does not mean it works. 

Meet n Greets start at 6:30 (many of us get there early) 

For dates, times and details of events go to our web site at  

www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com
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Fall Foliage Drive to Ohio’s Hocking Hills 

 
When? Saturday, October 19, 2013 and Saturday, October 26, 2013. That is right 

we are planning two drives or trips to Hocking Hills. Based on the voting, 
the votes were split nearly equally between the two dates, so we are hav-
ing two drives with about 10 cars in each drive. 

 

Where? We will meet at the Xenia Bicycle Hub at Miami Ave and South Detroit 

Streets in Xenia at 8:00 AM; driver’s meeting at 8:15; and we will depart at 
8:30. Please insure you gas tank is full. 

 

Lunch? Lunch reservations are at the Hocking Hills Dining Lodge. 

(www.HockingLodge.com) or (740)-380-0400) 
 

Activities? Hocking Hills is very scenic and colorful this time of the year and in-

cludes the following natural wonders 
 
 Old Man’s Cave, Ash Cave, Cedar falls, Cantwell Cliffs, Conkle’s Hollow, 

and Rock house 
 

RSVP? Please R.S.V.P. to Fred or Jayna at 937-866-9781 (home), 937-321-1381 

(cell), or email at FPHoppel@Aol.com. Most members have given their 
RSVP, and selected the date that works best for their schedule. If you 
have not given your RSVP, please do so as a headcount for each date 
needs to be given to the Hocking Hills Dining Lodge. 
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                   20th Anniversary Celebration Car Show 
 

We had nearly (50) Miatas at the 20th Anniversary Celebration Car Show, comprised of (16) NA’s, 

(12) NB’s and (20) NC’s. The placement of this year Car Show winners and honorable mention (4th 

and 5th Place) are as follows: 

 

NA Class 

 

1st  Place Drake Daum   1992  Classic Red 

2nd  Place Frank Hughes  1991  Mariner Blue 

3rd  Place Steve Hayden  1995  Merlot 

4th  Place Steve Trego   1993  Brilliant Black 

5th  Place Paul Haller    1995  Montego Blue 

 

NB Class 

 

1st  Place Cinda Daum   1999  Highlight Silver 

2nd  Place Kim Haverstick  2004  Titanium Gray 

3rd  Place Ed Walker    1999  Sapphire Blue 

4th  Place Tim Howard   2000  Mahogany 

5th  Place Fred Remmers  2001  British Racing Green 

 

NC Class 

 

1st  Place Cheryl Goldstein 2011  Dolphin Gray 

2nd  Place Tom Seay    2006  Marble White 

3rd  Place Pat Gould    2013  Dolphin Gray 

4th  Place Mike Wheeler   2006  Brilliant Black 

5th  Place Byron Pettit   2008  Stormy Blue 

 

Bold Printed 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Place Winners received trophies 

 

Congratulations to all of our Car Show participants, and a big thank you goes out to those persons 

who helped make the Car Show a huge success. 

 

Thanks … Fred and Jayna Hoppel 
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For dates, times and details of events go to our web site at  

www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com

