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ZOOM  ZOOM 

Next Meet n Greet Tuesday October 21 

Jeff Schmidt Mazda 

646 Alpha Rd. Beavercreek 

October, beautiful leaves and great fall 

top down driving.  Fred and Jayna Hop-

pel have a great drive planned for mid-

October, let’s keep our fingers crossed 

for a gorgeous day!  See below for de-

tails. 

Please see the article showing who is currently running 

for open board positions and those on the board that 

have agreed to continue to serve.   At this time we still 

have one position open, the VP.  Please consider help-

ing out and contact any of the current board members if 

you are interested. 

The new website is now up and running.  Please take a 

few minutes and check out 

www.miamivalleymiataclub.org .   It has some new fea-

tures and very easy navigation.  The event calendar is 

great and again, very easy to use and obtain all the info 

needed for up-coming drives. 

As always, we are looking for members to sponsor 

drives, and just because the sun is setting a little earlier 

now and the leaves are changing before our eyes, fall is a 

great time to put a drive together.  Please contact Paul 

Haller our Rally Master if you have any ideas for drives. 

See you all at Jeff Schmidt’s Mazda for our October 

Meet & Greet.  The pizza is free and hot, and drinks are 

provided too.  Bring a folding chair just to be sure. 

Happy top down driving -- Steve 
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Miami Valley Miata Club  2014 Officers 

President 

Steve Trego 

Vice President 

Fred Tuzzi 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Loughlin 

 

Membership Dorothy Tuzzi 

News Letter 
Bill Bateman 

 

Rally Master 

Paul Haller 

 

Web Master 

Elizabeth Klinc 

 

Past President  

Mike Wheeler 

Tech AdvisorsEd Kramer and Tim Howard 

  

The Wright Roadster is the official newsletter of the Miami Valley Miata Club.  Subscriptions are available as part of membership in the club.  Archived issues, 

membership applications and additional club information may be found on the club website, miamivalleymiataclub.org, or contact the membership officer. For more 

information, contact the editor. 

Advertising– There is no charge for members to advertise Miata related items and services. 

Disclaimer: Any information contained herein is used strictly at the reader’s owner risk. The MVMC, its officers, and anybody else are not liable for any of the mate-

rial you read about and try to accomplish, which may void your warranty and/or damage your toy. Just because you read it does not mean it works. 

10/2  Patricia Smith 
10/3  Marty Caskey 
10/4  Dena Long 
10/8  Marilyn Rodney 
10/11 Dorothy Tuzzi 
10/11 Debbie McDonnell 
10/12  Rick Lach 
10/13 Kurt Bledsoe 

10/17 Marsha Colleary 
10/19 Rick Ponziani 
10/20 Byron Pettit 
10/20 Jayna Hoppel 
10/24 Pat Sturgeon 
10/29 Debbie Whitaker 
10/29 Sharon Wilson 
 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/
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                     OUR CLUB SPONSOR 

2014 EVENTS 

October 18    Fall Foliage Drive & Dine 

October 21    Meet & Greet , Jeff Schmidt Mazda 

November 18   Meet & Greet , TJ Chumps in Fairborn 

December 6     Christmas Party at New Carlisle Sportsmen's Club 

December 31   Polar Bear Run 

 

Membership Renewals 

 

It's about that time again to think about renewing your club membership for 2015. We like to have those in 

hand by the end of the calendar year, so sometime during the next 2-3 months we'd be glad to have you get 

those in, especially sooner rather than later as you're thinking about it. 

 

The form can be printed from the website under the JOIN tab. The address for mailing it along with your pay-

ment is on the form. 

 

The club is in great shape: a new website, exciting drives yet to come, new members all the time, and lots of 

great new ideas coming forth. We hope to see you around for a good long time! 

For Sale -  

 

Moss Motorsports Stormproof Microfiber Car Cover bought for a 2009 Miata.  Brand new and never been put 

on the car.  Moss advertises it as being their very best.  Bought in the spring of 2010 and is still under its 5 

year warrantee.  Retails for $189.95 in the Moss catalog.  Make offer.       

Dick Oder,   doder065@yahoo.com,   (Friend of George Wetmore) 419-999-4861. 
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Ballot for the Miami Valley Miata Club Elections - November 18, 2014 
 

The following members are the nominations for the 2015 Miami Valley Miata Club Executive Board. 

 

PRESIDENT        VICE PRESIDENT 

 

TIM HOWARD       VACANT 

 

        
 

SECRETARY-TREASURER     RALLY MASTER 

 

** RUSS LOUGHLIN       FRED HOPPEL   

        
      

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR      WEBMASTER 

 

CHERYL GOLDSTEIN      **ELIZABETH KLINC 

     

          
 

TECHNICAL ADVISORS              NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

  

** ED KRAMER and **TIM HOWARD    DAVE BERRY 

 

 

      
** incumbent 
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Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 
By:  Ed Kramer and Tim Howard 
All-in-all, it has been a good summer at Ed’s shop.  Despite time off for vacations and farming we have managed 

to complete several significant projects, and we have added a few new attendees to our Thursday work sessions.  

Most recently we completed the installation of adjustable struts, competition springs, and sway bars to Doug Sny-

der’s NC.  In addition we made progress on the Shoemaker’s Shoes, Ed’s NB, installing a heavy duty clutch to 

match the requirements of the turbo charger that Ed has been installing in his spare time over the last year or so.  

Both the clutch and the transmission are now back in the car, and this is a landmark event, as it gets the project to 

the final re-assembly and tuning phase.   I’m crossing my fingers that Ed will be leading us to the Vintage races 

next spring in his silver turbo charged NB.  

Last month in his article regarding The MVMC’s trek to the Columbus Miata Club’s first annual swap meet and 

car show, Paul Haller mentioned that while most of our club’s contingent went there to sell parts, I was a buyer.  I 

thought that I would take a moment to elaborate on this event from a buyer’s side, as it turned out to be more suc-

cessful for me than I had ever imagined it would be.   If there are others like me in the club with older Miatas that 

could use some repairs or upgrades, a swap meet could be a great place to start your search. 

I went to Columbus that day thinking that if I was lucky I might find some of the parts needed to upgrade the 

brakes on my 1990 to the larger improved brakes that were introduced in 1994.  I came home with virtually every-

thing required to complete the brake upgrade (including new still in the box slotted and drilled rotors), a nice Sony 

radio, and a dash board assembly (mine was cracked), all purchased for slightly over $200.00.  The point being, if 

your car is in need of some replacement parts that are just too expensive to justify, or perhaps unobtainable 

through normal retail channels, a swap meet can be a good alternative. 

For me the brake upgrade project will be the project for this winter, but I did install the new dash board and radio 

shortly after the purchase.  I had been looking for alternatives to replacing the dash because I anticipated that it 

would be a trying project. Fortunately the availability of a dash so close to home at a reasonable price drove me to 

take on the replacement.  I was right to be wary, replacing the dash on a Miata is not for the faint of heart, as you 

need to remove nearly everything from inside the car to get the old one out and new one in.  Flash came over to 

help me for the final few hours of taking the old dash out, and I am sure that he will testify that it is not for the 

timid. 

Attached you will find a picture that I snapped just after removing the old dash.  I can assure you that I was won-

dering if I would ever get it back together again at that point.  The good news is, that was the low point in the pro-

ject as it all went back together with relative ease, and the finished product as seen in the second picture justified 

all of the effort, at least it justified it to me. 
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KENTUCKY ‘BLUEGRASS’ TOUR WRAP-UP 
 

CLAIBORNE FARM, Paris Ky 

KEENELAND RACE TRACK, Lexington Ky 

CUMBERLAND FALLS -  DUPONT LODGE, Corbin Ky 

BIG SOUTH FORK SCENIC RAILWAY, Stearns Ky 

September 26/27, 2014 

 

The MVMC received an email from Sally Morgan, Events Coordinator for the Mountain Miata Club, Knox-

ville, TN, asking if we might be interested in joining them for a ride on the BSFSR. I think it took me about 2 

seconds to realize this was a great opportunity to check out a couple of exciting and interesting things the way 

south through the bluegrass country. Since the train ride would be Saturday morning, for which we’d have to 

leave sometime the previous day, why not visit a thoroughbred horse farm and a thoroughbred race track; 

therefore, I arranged tours of the Claiborne farm and Keeneland - both for Friday the 26th, followed by an over-

night in Dupont Lodge at Cumberland Falls, and then the train ride Saturday morning in Stearns KY with the 

MMC.  

We had 10 cars/17 members leaving from Frisch’s (OH73/I-75) 

Friday morning 8:00am Sep 26th and headed to Claiborne 

(Rosemary Clark couldn’t be at Frisch’s until after we had to 

leave, so she drove down by herself a little later and met us at 

Claiborne as we finished that tour – way to go Rosemary). The 

tour guide, whose regular job is that of a groom for 2 of the 

beautiful stallions, gave us a wonderful tour with all kinds of his-

tory and dollar amounts associated with a number of horses that 

were either bred or are breeding at Claiborne. He had an ency-

clopedic mind of 

famous horses - what important races they won, what they ac-

cumulated in winnings and the money their off-spring had won 

or are winning. He made the tour so informative and enjoyable 

with his wonderful demeanor. (Secratariat is buried there at 

Claiborne and the guide told us Secratariat’s heart weighed 22 

lbs compared to the average 12 lbs – none of his off-spring 

have ever come close to that size heart).  

If you’ve never been in the Paris KY area, you’ve got to go 

because the countryside, with all of the horse farms, was abso-

lutely one of the most beautiful scenes I’ve ever seen – all the 

black wood fencing (Claiborne has 95 miles of fencing itself – 

2 full-time employees keeping all of the fencing in good repair), acres and acres of beautiful lush bluegrass 

fields and the old slave rock fencing.  

 

For lunch, we continued on down Paris Pike to north Lexington’s Smithtown Sea Food Restaurant – it’s part 

of a local brewery and has great food. Just across and up the street was the site of  Lexington’s Official Bicycle 

Soccer Courts. Anyone ever seen that sport? Interesting; never heard of that before.  

Continued on the next page 
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Next was  Keeneland and another great tour – Keeneland is so beautiful in every direction.  – Churchill can’t 

hold a candle from a landscaping standpoint and that’s no exageration. Our tour guide started us out in the 

Sales Arena where the big money flows each spring at the Keeneland Sales – millions of dollars each April. 

It’s open to the public so I now have that on my bucket list.  

 

Following that, we were back on I-75 and down to Cumberland Falls’ Dupont Lodge in time for an 8:00 dinner 

and overnight. The Lodge is showing its years now, but it was clean, the rooms were nice, the food was great 

(buffet or menu) and the people were great. Just before we departed Saturday morning, we had the Lodge in 

great turmoil by taking just a little less than forever to back our cars up to the front of the Lodge for a ‘once-in-

million photo op’. Well, it wasn’t exactly the Lodge being in turmoil, it was probably the cars we blocked 

while we took just a little more than a little while to ‘perfectly’ set the cars.  

 

After that mind-blowing exercise, we had a 30-minute drive to the BSFSR (cool roads between I-75 and the 

Lodge and between the Lodge and Stearns). Upon arrival at the depot, we were met by Sally and her club 

members who had arrived just 10 minutes before. Get this, 2 MMC members have the new 100-only Miatas 

and their club president was there with his – wow, great looking car. Sally and I took all of the cash our mem-

bers had given us (train rule - cash only for all groups) to the ticket window, and, believe it or not, I had the 

correct amount (50’s, 20’s, 10s, 5’s, 1’ and quarters, what a wad). We then boarded the open-air cars and de-

parted down the track. The ride dropped down 600’ to the long-closed Blue Heron Coal Mine that is now a Na-

tional Park Service facility – self-guided tour, park service personnel, gift shop, exhibits, photos – the whole 

ball of wax. Then back to Stearns after which Sally attempted to lead/drive us back to the Park for a short walk 

to observe the Falls itself, but she twice failed to start in the right direction (as Marty Brennaman would say, 

‘how we lookin’, not good’), but we finally made it with the assistance of the MVMC. Our 11 cars followed 

MMC’s 7 cars (quite a sight, no problems) to the Falls where we enjoyed the falls itself (125’ across and 65’ 

high), different vantage points, surrounding area, etc.. Great time by all – then the drive home – around 4 

hours. MVMCs were Dave & Peggy Berry, Rosemary Clark, Karen Francis, Denny & Paula Goodrich, Pat 

Gould & Lee Korb, Paul Haller, Fred & Jayna Hoppel, Byron & Skeeter Pettit, Joe & Anne Talafous, Gary & 

Jo Tarka and Cott & Linda Wenger. From all indications, I think everyone had a great time, I know I did, and 

enjoyed seeing some stuff we might never have taken the time to experience. 

 

Submitted by Paul Haller 

More pictures on the next page 
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KENTUCKY ‘BLUEGRASS’ TOUR 

WRAP-UP 
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Fall Foliage Drive & Dine to the Florentine Restaurant 

in Germantown, OH 

 

 When = Saturday, October 18, 2014 

 

 Times = Meet Time = 1:30 PM 

   Drivers Meeting = 1:45 PM 

   Departure Time = 2:00 PM 

 

 Meeting Place = Rice Field  

        2001 Dayton – Cincinnati Pike  

        Miamisburg, OH 45342 

 

 Details = Scenic Drive ? … Yes 

    Curvy Roads ? … Yes 

    Dining at Florentine Restaurant  

  (http://www.florentine-restaurant.com/menu.html) 

 

 Bring =  CB Radio (if you have one) 

  

 RSVP =   Call or email Fred or Jayna Hoppel  

   at 937-321-1381 or FPHoppel@Aol.com 

   by Oct 8th if you plan to attend so we can have       

   head count for the restaurant. 

 

 Questions = Call or email Fred or Jayna Hoppel at 

       937-321-1381 or FPHoppel@Aol.com 


