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President’s Corner 

 

I like lots of different cars. Here are a couple that I like to think about driving, when I’m not driving my 

Miata NC (of course, the Miata brings a driving experience like no other      ). 

To some people, the Jaguar XJ12L & XJS are not only prettier, quieter, faster and more comfortable 

than most luxury sedans. but is also a lot more fun to drive. Either will out-handle and out-brake many 

sports cars and will accelerate with a Ferrari up to 140 mph. They cover freeway miles with ease and 

carry four people plus their luggage with grace. The Jaguar is a car that can be quiet and genteel 

when driven at 55mph or entertaining and lively when taken down a twisting road. Owners seemed 

to love the sedate and sporting side of this competent automobile. The Jaguar's ability to stir such 

passion may be the reason owners put up with the cars’ reliability problems. Jaguar has earned an 

unfortunate reputation in the U.S. for poor quality control. The current XJ sedans are better built than 

any previous Jaguar but are still not put together as well as a $15000 Chevrolet. Most failures that 

occur are relatively minor ones. They usually involve the electrical system (Lucas: the prince of 

darkness) or the Jaguar's complex engine, which demands regular thorough and frequent 

maintenance. If you are lucky enough to live near a Jaguar mechanic who can keep your car running 

properly, all you'll worry about is finding the money for parts and labor. Considering the excellence of 

the car's basic design and its versatile nature, most owners seem willing to pay that price. 

The XJ sedan was the last Jaguar styled by Sir William Lyons, the company’s founder, who had 

designed every car he ever sold. Like all Jaguars, the XJ has timeless styling. In its latest guise, the 

car looks fresh and as modern today as it did in 1969. The lines of the tightly drawn body suggest a 

kind of rippling musculature; yet the styling is pretty without being cute or trendy. The interior is 

practical yet luxurious and shows just how good the body design still is. The large windows and thin 

roof pillars provide excellent visibility all around. There is plenty of headroom, legroom and shoulder 

room for the largest of passengers. The big thin-rimed steering wheel is well placed for drivers of all 

sizes and features telescopic adjustment. This, along with the multi-adjustable seats allow anyone to 



find a comfortable driving position. Instruments are set in a polished wood dashboard, which is 

typically British in character, and lends an aura of old-world charm to the elegantly understated interior 

furnishings. These include leather upholstery, wool carpets and stainless steel hardware. The front 

buckets are exceptionally comfortable. The bench rear seat is contoured to fit two full-sized adults for 

long hours of interstate travel. 

By actual measurement, the noise levels at 70mph are lower than those of a BMW 733i or Mercedes 

450SE. The suspension is independent at both ends. Coil springs, an anti-sway bar, and wishbones 

are used at the front. At the rear, the suspension consists of  wishbones, upper half-shafts (which act 

as trailing arms), lower radius arms, and two coil springs at each wheel. In the British tradition, the 

steering is power-assisted rack and pinion. The brakes are huge vented disks all around – 11.2 inches 

in diameter at the front and 10.4 inches at the rear. Wide tires (205/70 VR15) provide terrific grip and 

play a big part in helping the suspension deliver handling and road holding which are outstanding for 

such a heavy car (4,300 pounds – about 2000 pounds more than a Miata!). The XJ12L will out-corner 

all but a handful of sports cars without the harsh ride that is usually the price paid for good handling. 

In short, these cars provide a beautiful balance between ride, handling, and road holding. 

[Editor’s Note: The V-12 Jaguar XJS was actually raced in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s. Bob 

Tullius’ Group 44 racing team from Virginia ran in the Trans Am series in the U.S., while Tom 

Walkinshaw’s British team raced in the European Touring Car Championship, both with success.] 
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MVMC 2019 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for 
which at least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
3Date Event Host(s) Venue 

Nov 2 LaComedia Dinner Theater, 
musical “Disaster” 

Pat & Chuck Valley Springboro, OH 

Nov 9 Madison, IN Drive & Dine Tony & Jean Zlocki Southern Indiana 

Nov 19 Meet & Greet and 2020 Officer 
Elections 

Tony Zlocki Flyboys Deli, Beavercreek 

Dec 7 Christmas Party MVMC Officers Fairborn Senior Center 

Dec 31 Polar Bear Run TBA TBA 

 

Note: The Valley Vineyards Tour has been put off from October 12 until a possibly later date, with a 

change in venue 
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From the Membership Desk 

by Pat Valley 

Membership Director 
 

 
It’s official – this is a Red-Letter Day for the Miami Valley Miata Club! You may ask… what’s a red-

letter day? Well, Wikipedia says: “A red letter day (sometimes hyphenated as red-letter day or 

called scarlet day in academia) is any day of special significance or opportunity. Its roots are in 

classical antiquity; for instance, important days are indicated in red in a calendar dating from the 

Roman Republic (509–27 BC).” 

So, with the addition of members that joined on the day of the Fall Foliage drive, we are officially at 

600 members!!!  Rick and Reva Hartman joined up with us in Maryville, TN for our enjoyable Fall 

Foliage trip.   

ALL members are important to the Club, and I encourage everyone to get more involved for the 

remainder of this year and in 2020 to make MVMC a truly awesome club to be a part of. 

We also have new members Art and Nancy Thibeault, who joined us during the pizza party at Jeff 

Schmitt.  Art joined us for the Fall Foliage drive, but Nancy was “busy”.  LOL – she was preparing for 

another trip the next week. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

November Birthdays 

11/05 Jon Vincent 
11/13 Richard Kogler 
11/14 Tim Blazer 
11/15 Rick Robinson 
11/17 Lynda Mott 
11/20 Carla Smith 
11/21 Randy Mott 
11/28 Enrique Ellenbogen 
11/28 L. Calvin Hebert 
11/30 Jeff Dixon 

  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

New Members for 2019 

Reva & Rick Hartman 

Art & Nancy Thibeault 

Jim & Charlene Brokaw 

Karen Monaghan 

Tim & Carole Hart 

Jerry & Nancy Cooper 

Jeff Dixon & Cate Renner 

Wayne Rickey 

Larry Leese 

Karen Nagafuchi 

Gary & Denise Thrasher 

Dave & Rachel Johnson 

Heather Morgan 

Barry & Anissa Evans 

Paul & Karen Weglage 

 

On a very somber note, please keep member Fred 

Remmers in your thoughts and prayers. Diane Remmers, 

Fred’s wife of 52 years, passed away Sunday, October 

27th.  A sympathy card has been sent on behalf of the 

Club, but if you want to send a personal card, Fred’s 

address is in the Directory. 

 
 

 



2020 Miami Valley Miata Club Officer Elections 

Election of new MVMC officers for the year 2020 will take place at the November Meet & Greet on 

November 19, at Flyboy’s Deli in Beavercreek. Following are the current nominees for 2020 elected 

Officer positions: 

 Vice President:   Open (no current nominee) 

 Secretary/Treasurer: Patti Purdin 

     Mike Allen 

 Membership Director: Pat Valley 

 Rally Master:  Chuck Valley 

 Technical Director: Tim Howard 

 Newsletter Editor:  Dave Berry 

 Webmaster:   Dave Berry 

Nominations may be offered from the floor prior to voting at the Meet & Greet. Any member to 

be nominated must be present and must indicate a willingness to serve, OR, must have so indicated 

in writing prior to the meeting. 

Votes will be cast by those present at the meeting. However, members not in attendance may 

alternatively vote by email or regular mail. Anyone wishing to do so should notify any current club 

officer so that your vote will not be overlooked. 

 

Miami Valley Miata Club 

Anniversary Logo Shirt or Cap 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Take your shirt or cap to Boomerang Embroidery 

(3008 Birdwood Road, Kettering). They will 

embroider the Miata Club Anniversary logo for 

$11.00. 

Add a name to the right side of the shirt for $4.00 

(block or script lettering) (plus tax). 

Provide your own cap, or order one 

from Lori’s website 

Boomerang's catalog: https://www.companycasuals.com/miata 

 



From the Rally Master 

Kentucky Bourbon Trail Part III (October 4-5) 

The MVMC’s Kentucky Bourbon Trail is in the books after completing three 

consecutive annual overnight drives to the “Land of Racehorses and Bourbon”.  

We now have a better appreciation for the science behind distilling corn, barley, 

wheat, and rye, the proportions thereof required to make bourbon, and the 

enjoyment of the product that yields an array of flavors from fruit to nut, vanilla, 

cinnamon and various other spices. We’ve heard, as 

one example, that if an apple orchard is near any of the crops (corn, barley, 

wheat, or rye fields) that are used as the ingredients to make Kentucky 

bourbon, the bourbon’s flavor can be infused with the subtle taste of apple. 

The younger generation is quite fond of bourbon with multiple added sweet 

juices pre-mixed in the bottle. One of the more popular among the younger 

crowd is “Fire” which is sweet and cinnamon flavored. Bourbon has made 

a big comeback in the past ten years as a favorite party or celebratory 

drink. Those who have joined us on these distillery tours have found the 

whole experience gratifying.  And by the way, the hilly and curvy backroads 

driven to get from one distillery to another are appropriate for those wanting 

to exercise their Miatas – very fun! 

 

Shop Day/Weenie Roast (October 19) 

Many thanks to Randy and Lynda Mott for hosting Shop Day, and to Tim Howard 

and Ed Walker for assisting maintenance on members’ Miatas. We are fortunate 

to have use of such a fantastic facility and such excellent technical helpers! Also, 

thanks to all who took part in the Weenie Roast. It was doggone good! 

 

Fall Foliage Drive 2019 (October 24-27) 

The trip is the biggest our club does year after year 

and we are always hoping to catch “peak” of the Fall 

colors in and around the Great Smoky Mountains. 

The drive down Thursday was great and we had 

good, sunny weather and dry roads that continued as 

we drove the Tail of the Dragon to Deals Gap and 

back to Townsend, and then the old section of 

Foothills Parkway. Colors were vivid and near peak. 

Friday we departed the hotel with spitting drizzle that 

required occasional intermittent windshield wipers. 

By the time we hit Cherohala Skyway and began 

driving up the mountains above 5,000 feet, the drizzle 

dissipated, but we were now driving in thick white 

clouds. As we worked our way through the upper elevations and downward toward Look Rock Falls, 

the thick clouds cleared, and the drizzle began turning to a light rain. Eventually we made it to Tapoco 

Lodge near Deals Gap where we had a fantastic lunch/early dinner on the porch and in view of the 

surrounding colorful trees. Being near Deals Gap, of course the logical route back to the hotel was 

traversing the Tail of the Dragon. Unlike Thursday afternoon, the return on the Dragon was on the 

 

 

 

 



slow side due to wet leaves and drizzle, but it was still scenic, and first timers especially enjoyed it. 

We saw one bad wreck after the fact where a black Dodge Hellcat was on its side and the roof was 

pancaked. No detailed report on the outcome of driver or passenger, but the photo may show up as 

one of the more memorable posted photos at the Deal’s Gap gift shop. 

We ended Friday with a stop at the Townsend Cades Cove Wine 

Cellar for some local wine samples, then returned to the hotel via the 

old Section of Foothills Parkway. Saturday late morning the 

Mountain Miatas met us at our hotel. The rain had moved north to 

Ohio, so we once again enjoyed a decent day as we drove north to 

Devil’s Triangle, traversing the hairpin turns side lined with colorful 

trees and rushing rivers below before lunch at Coal Creek 

Smokehouse in Rocky Top Tennessee. We parted ways there and 

headed to the new section of Foothills Parkway which is a beautiful 

drive you don’t want to miss. The new section is a 16 mile stretch between Walland, TN and Wears 

Valley, TN and overlooks Townsend. Now the Foothills Parkway reaches all the way from Chilhowee 

Lake on Rt 129 to Sevier County! We received many kudos from the newbies from this journey which 

makes it a nice reminder why we do all the preparation and routing for this big trip. 

 

LaComedia Dinner Theater (Sat November 2nd) 

Every so often the MVMC likes to do a “non-drive event”.  Pat Valley arranged to offer the club 

members a night out and “brain drain” watching Disaster, a spoof on the 70s. The disaster theme was 

in vogue then and included disaster movies like Poseidon Adventure, The Towering Inferno, 

Earthquake, Airport, Jaws, and The Andromeda Strain. Interesting research reveals that the first 

disaster movie was created in 1901, yes, a “silent movie” simply named, “Fire!”. Maybe someone 

should do a disaster movie on “The Night of the Miata!”  It has that horror movie ring to it, and it may 

end up as a box office “disaster”! 

  

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


Weenie Roast/Shop Day 
October 19th, 2019 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Additional photos of October events can be viewed on Google Drive at: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1h4HIh1rftAgYzXbdNHixwfxjqBJwbEpf 



 Miami Valley Miata Club 

25th Anniversary Plaques 

Available in silver, gold, or white tone from member Bob Luken at a cost of $10.00 each 

 

  

  

 

Plate size is 5 inches by 7 inches, and the 

overall base size if 6 inches by 8 inches. 

Bob also can print a 24” x 36” poster of the 25th 

cake logo printed on glossy photo paper. Cost 

is $15.00. 

Contact Bob Luken at rpluken@earthlink.net 

Miami Valley Miata Club Magnets! 

MVMC car magnets are available for $5  
each.  We recommend a pair so both sides  

of your Miata/MX-5 can publicize our  

great club during Drive & Dines!  

 

See Dave Berry for yours! 
  



Fall Foliage Trip to the Smokies 
October 24th-27th, 2019 

  

  

 

 

 

 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

by Tim Howard 

On October 19th , we held our 2019 Fall Maintenance day at Randy Mott’s farm 

in Casstown, Ohio. It was a picture-perfect fall day and the fun began at 10:00 

am with donuts and coffee and continued until approximately 3:00 pm. In 

between, we hosted approximately 30 MVMC members and completed a variety 

of services, both routine and diagnostic. The services ranged from fluid changes 

to pain-less dent repair and included numerous consultations related to 

everything from rattles to suspension modifications. To make it even better, at 

noon we had a weenie roast complimented by baked beans and dessert.  

The best thing about these gatherings is the fraternization with other Miata enthusiasts. It is a 

wonderful opportunity to tap into the accumulated base of Miata knowledge and perhaps learn how 

to fix a problem or annoyance that you have been experiencing. 

Over the last 10 or 15 years, our club has been 

very fortunate to have members like Ed Kramer 

and Randy Mott who have been willing to share 

their well-equipped shops, not to mention their 

expertise, with other club members on a regular 

basis. Not many clubs are as fortunate as we are 

to have this luxury. 

I would like to thank everyone that played a part in 

the success of this year’s event. The primary 

players were Randy and Lynda Mott, Christy Mott 

Haynes, Ed Walker, Chuck and Pat Valley, and 

Tony and Jeanne Zlocki, plus others that stepped 

up to help during the day. Included are  some 

pictures taken by Susan Cain during the event.  

  

  

 


