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MVMC 25th Anniversary Celebration 

We owe a big THANK YOU to our MVMC Executive Officers, Tim Howard, Dave Berry, Roger Gordon, 

Tony Zlocki, Fred Hoppel, and Pat Valley, and MVMC volunteers Byron and Skeeter Pettit, Peggy Berry, 

Jeanne Zlocki, and Bob Luken for putting together the Miami Valley Miata Club’s 25th Anniversary 

Celebration that was held at the Fairborn Seniors Center, 6 October. Several past presidents and charter 

members helped us celebrate with nice door prizes, a mix of car-themed music and other popular songs 

from our heyday, and some great trivia games (with prizes for correct answers!). Any anniversary is 

noteworthy, but this, being our club’s 25th anniversary, was a milestone no one anticipated we’d reach, 

including the founder Drake Daum, who reflected on how far the Miami Valley Miata Club had come since 

its beginning in 1993. Several photos of the event follow in this newsletter edition and on the link for gallery 

photos. 

We recently had the Annual Miami Valley Miata Club Pizza Party at Jeff Schmitt Mazda in Beavercreek.  

This has been going on since 2008 according to Kevin Combs, Sales Manager at our sponsor dealership.  

Papa John’s came through again with hot, tasty pizza and members arrived hungry! Due to many members 

ignoring the RSVP request, we ran out of pizza, but we ordered three extra pizzas and all were satisfied 

after a short wait. As the MVMC does during the pizza party, we nominated Executive Officers for 2019.  

As it currently stands, we have a nominee for Vice President in Dan Kirkpatrick. Current Executive Officers 

expressed they would like to return to serve in 2019, except for Rally Master Roger Gordon. I will be ending 

my term as President come January 1st, 2019 when Tony Zlocki will step up to the plate, and I would like to 

serve as the new Rally Master. As a club, Membership will vote on the ballot November 20th at the Meet & 

Greet at Los Mariachis in Xenia. 

Before I go any further, I need to mention the sad news that our sponsor, Jeff Schmitt died on October 31st.  

The MVMC Executive Committee has sent condolences to the Schmitt Family, and has donated to Jeff’s 

designated charities.       

 

MVMC 25th Anniversary embroidered monogrammed and non-Monogrammed shirts 

Detailed information on how to order these products in this newsletter edition and in our club website. 

 

 

 

 

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 



 

 

+ Miami Valley Miata Club Magnets! + 

MVMC car magnets are available for $5 each.  We recommend a pair so both sides of your 

Miata/MX-5 can publicize our great club during Drive & Dines! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Foliage Drive to the Smokies! 

Fifteen (15) cars with members, family, and friends comprising 28 enjoyed this year’s drive October 18th-

21st. Due to extended summertime weather in the upper 80s and low 90s and not so cool evening 

temperatures leading up to our drive to Tennessee just a few weeks before our drive, Fall color this year 

was scant. However, the weather was nice, and roads were dry except for a rainy Saturday during breakfast.  

As it has become tradition, we got together with the Mountain Miatas for a dual club drive before and 

following a great lunch at a local barbecue restaurant. Thanks to Randy Adkins for coordinating with me on 

the route and Sally Morgan, President of Mountain Miatas for 

her narration of interesting sites and local history of the 

Maryville, Townsend region. Most of the Miami Valley Miata 

Club drove beautiful and curvaceous Great Smoky Mountain 

National Park and Cherohala Skyway. Many of us drove the 

Tail of the Dragon several times and it was always fun, yet a 

little more than exciting and tummy tossing for some of the 

passengers who had never ridden “The Dragon” at 

competitive speed. A more leisurely drive was eventually 

done for those interested and I received several thumbs up 

from appreciative passengers.   

 

Our very good friend, Sally Morgan, 
greeted us for the Mountain Miatas 



 

 

 

        The group posed in front of an "old-timey" gas station at Tapoco Lodge 

 

MVMC Christmas Party! 

Our Christmas Dinner/Party is currently being planned by the Executive Officers. You will be receiving 

information on this end-of-year event in an announcement in the next few weeks. Until then, mark your 

calendars for Saturday, December 8th. The Christmas Dinner/Party will be at the Fairborn Seniors Center 

from 6pm-9pm. There is no cost to members, but we do ask you to bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert 

to share. We will do the popular Chinese Gift Exchange, have door prizes, and trivia game prizes too!   

 

… and a Reminder from your President 

So you can maximize your fun factor, be sure to check our website often, read our 

newsletters monthly, and keep up with the event calendar, and the event 

announcements for upcoming events. 

Again, participate with us while your good health allows. You’ll get more out of your 

club, keep your seals from drying out (which causes engine and tranny leaks), and 

build some good memories along the way!  It beats cleaning the house or falling 

asleep in front of the boob tube. Save naps for the cold, rainy, and snowy days of 

Ohio winters when your little beast is snug as a bug in a rug (er… car cover)!  

Dan and Norma Kirkpatrick had a 
"bear" of a time in Tennessee 

 



 

 

Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2018 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

Membership Update 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 
 

We have one new member joining in October. Welcome Emmanuel Papp! 
 

If you have missed the emails or forgot where to send your renewal, here is the form.  Please mail it with 
your $20 renewal fee to: Pat Valley, 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, Xenia, OH 45385.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

President 

Chuck Valley 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fred Hoppel 

Rally Master 

Roger Gordon 

Vice President 

Tony Zlocki 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

November Birthdays 

11/01 William Marshall 
11/05 Jon Vincent 
11/09 Linda Hagedon 
11/13 Richard Kogler 
11/14 Tim Blazer 
11/15 Rick Robinson 
11/17 Lynda Mott 
11/20 Carla Smith 
11/20 Gina Seay 
11/21 Randy Mott 
11/21 Tim Fodge 
11/28 Enrique Ellenbogen 
11/28 L. Calvin Hebert 
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  

New Members for 2018 

William Marshall 
Marlean & Scott Ohlwiler 
Emmanuel Papp 
Hunter Turner 
Gerry Coen 
Teresa Watkins 
Mark Fritz 
Thomas Birkbeck 
Carlos Quintana & Sherry Crossman 
Patrick & Lori Powell 
Richard & Barb Robinson 

 

  

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf


 

 

MVMC 2018 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for which at 
least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
3Date Event Host(s) Venue 

Nov 03 William H. Harrison Memorial 
Drive & Dine 

Dave & Peggy Berry Cleves & North Bend, OH 

Nov 20 Meet & Greet & 2019 Officer 
Elections 

Chuck Valley Los Mariachis, Xenia, OH 

Dec 8 MVMC Christmas Party MVMC Officers Fairborn Senior Center, 
Fairborn, OH 

  

From the Rally Master 

by Roger Gorgon 
 
As I mentioned at the last Meet and Greet, when I became Rally Master I inherited several tubs full of 
MVMC archival material. Most of it is in binders containing all the MVMC newsletters since the beginning 
of the club, but there was also lots of paper containing mostly details of past drives and a few documenting 
emails detailing the start of the club and incorporation thereof. Every piece of this trove has been scanned 
and is available from the club website. 
 
Recently we received more archival material from founding members Drake Daum and Jim Hufford. All 
that  paper material has been added to the available archives. In addition, part of Jim's contribution was his 
collection of 57 MIATA magazines (from the 1990's of course) and a few copies each of several other 
magazines - ZOOM-ZOOM, FOREVER MX5, and MIATA SPORT.    
 
The magazines themselves are in our archival tubs and you can ask the current Rally Master to see 
them. To see a complete list of the incidental material, see the spreadsheet titled "ARCHIVAL STUFF 
FROM JIM HUFFORD" on the MVMC web site. 

 

  

 



 

 

25th Anniversary Party 

 

  

For more photos from October MVMC events, visit the club’s Google Drive page: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1deiUJbdkC4ZsVcbLx5ZAj73z0vyW7_Fy 

Service with a smile! The group was in a festive mood 

Drake Daum, MVMC Founder, spoke of the club's history See if you can spot a name in this cake remnant 



 

 

Miami Valley Miata Club 
Anniversary Logo 

Shirt or Cap 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Take your shirt or cap to Boomerang 

Embroidery (3008 Birdwood Road, Kettering). 

They will embroider the Miata Club 

Anniversary logo for $11.00. 

Add a name to the right side of the shirt for 

$4.00 (block or script lettering)  

(plus tax). 

Provide your own cap, or order one from Lori’s website 

You can provide your own shirt or cap, OR order from 

Boomerang's catalog: https://www.companycasuals.com/miata 

 



 

 

25th Anniversary Plaques 

Available in silver, gold, or white tone from member Bob Luken at a cost of $10.00 each 

 

  

  

 

Plate size is 5 inches by 7 inches, and the 

overall base size if 6 inches by 8 inches. 

Bob also can print a 24” x 36” poster of the 25th 

cake logo printed on glossy photo paper. Cost 

is $15.00. 

Contact Bob Luken at rpluken@earthlink.net 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


 

 

October Meet & Greet/Pizza Party 

  

Kevin Combs, Jeff Schmitt Mazda Sales Manager, spoke to the group 

Mike Wheeler wan a new Miata as a door prize, though 
he'll have to use the Shrink Ray to get into it 

No words are needed... 

Jeff Schmitt, 1954 - 2018 

Jeff Schmitt, whose Mazda dealership has sponsored the Miami 

Valley Miata Club for more than ten years, passed away on October 

31st, 2018. 

Jeff was a successful owner of multiple automobile dealerships in the 

Miami Valley, of many makes and types. But of course, we remember 

him as a vendor of the Mazda MX-5 Miata which we all so greatly 

enjoy owning, and most of all, driving. 

Jeff was well-loved in the community and will be sorely missed by his 

family, friends, and more than 500 employees, and by us of the Miami 

Valley Miata Club. Your club is making donations in Jeff’s name to 

his two favorite charities, the Humane Society of Greater Dayton, and 

the National Kidney Foundation. 
 



 

 

More Photos from the Fall Foliage Drive 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 



 

 

Madison, Indiana Drive and Lanier Mansion Tour 

By Tony and Jeanne Zlocki 

The weather was cooperative for a late October outing, and the trip to Madison, Indiana was pleasant. 

Our group had a very informative docent at the Lanier Mansion. We ended the day with a nice meal at 

Harry’s Stone Grill. It was a good trip for all.  

  

 



 

 

Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Tim Howard 

This month’s Shop Talk is a bit of catch up edition. It covers topics that I have wanted 

to write about in the past and didn’t because they were too short individually for an 

entire issue. 

You might remember that last fall one of our Shop Day projects was the installation of 

a set of Wilwood brakes on the Green Monster (Wilwoods on the front and upgraded 

pads and rotors on the rear). In the article published shortly after the install I discussed 

the process but stated that I had very little opportunity to evaluate the effectiveness of 

the new brakes but promised to do so later. After a full summer season of use I can say without reservation 

that the larger rotors and pads as well as the 4-piston calipers reduce the stopping distance of the Monster 

and inspire increased driver confidence. That is quite a compliment, because I have always thought that 

the brakes on a stock Miata were excellent, and quite competent even for the most aggressive of our week-

end warriors. 

That said, my conclusion is that the cost of the conversion (approximately $1000) would not be a good-

value for most Miata drivers. If you happen to be an extremely aggressive driver or are driving a modified 

Miata capable of supersonic speed, then you should consider this upgrade. When I was doing research for 

the purchase of upgraded brakes, both Flying Miata and Monster Miata gave me similar advice. Their advice 

was if you don’t spend a lot of time above 125 mph, you probably don’t need better brakes. I think they 

were right. 

Last month during the Jeff Schmitt’s pizza party, someone asked the sales manager if Mazda was planning 

to expand the Miata factory restoration program currently available in Japan, to the USA (take your old 

Miata to the factory and they restore it to like new condition for a fee). I found the answer in the periodical 

published by Mazda for recent purchasers of new Mazda’s (my daughter sends me the magazine). The 

answer is that the program is currently only offered in Japan and is only available for owners of 1990 thru 

1993 1.6-liter NA models. Although not specifically stated, it was implied that expansion to the USA was 

not really being contemplated at this 

time. I guess we will need to continue 

restoring our own Miatas, at least for a 

while. 

Finally, several years ago the Dayton 

Concours d’ Elegance committee and the 

organizers of the Dayton Cars and 

Coffee events collaborated to hold a 

special joint Cars and Coffee at Carillion 

Park the Saturday morning before the 

annual Concours d’ Elegance. I have  

attended all these cooperative gatherings 

and can attest to the fact that each seems 

to get bigger and better than the last. This 

event is free to all, and in 2018 it attracted 

literally thousands of friendly car lovers,  
 



 

 

and some of the best cars in the Dayton/Cincinnati 

area. Accompanying are several pictures that 

attempt to convey the size and significance of this 

automotive festival. I suggest that you mark your 

calendar for mid-September 2019, so you don’t miss 

next year’s gathering.

 

 

NC Miata Floor Mats for Sale 

While doing the restoration on his 1990 NA, Bob 
Luken inadvertently ordered the wrong floor mats. 
The mats that he ordered are for an NC Miata. 
 
The mats were only in the car for a few hours at 
the Dayton Concourse D’Elegance. They are from 
Moss Miata, catalogue Number 904-401. They 
have the MX-5 logo embroidered on them. Bob will 
take any amount of money that someone wishers 
to offer. 
 

 


