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As I write this, today is Election Day.  

Did you do your duty and vote?  I did at 

7:15 AM on my way to work, and I 

hope you get out to vote too. 

Although it is getting colder, daylight 

savings has passed and our Christmas 

party is just around the corner. Hopefully we will still 

have a few days of enjoyable weather to stretch the legs 

of our Miatas before the long cold winter.  Not sure 

about yours, but my ’93 stays inside under cover for the 

days of winter waiting for next spring to come out and 

play. 

Our November Meet & Greet is Tuesday the 18th at TJ 

Chumpp’s in Fairborn.  This is when our annual elec-

tions for board members takes place, please be sure to 

make the M&G and vote for your favorite member run-

ning.  It may not be as exciting as the elections today, 

but to those that have volunteered it is an exciting time 

to help guide the club to be the best it can be. 

With that, happy motoring with the top up or down and 

see you Tuesday, the 18th. 

Steve 

The President’s Corner 
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Miami Valley Miata Club  2014 Officers 

President 

Steve Trego 

Vice President 

Fred Tuzzi 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Loughlin 

 

Membership Dorothy Tuzzi 

News Letter 
Bill Bateman 

 

Rally Master 

Paul Haller 

 

Web Master 

Elizabeth Klinc 

 

Past President  

Mike Wheeler 

Tech AdvisorsEd Kramer and Tim Howard 

  

The Wright Roadster is the official newsletter of the Miami Valley Miata Club.  Subscriptions are available as part of membership in the club.  Archived issues, 

membership applications and additional club information may be found on the club website, miamivalleymiataclub.org, or contact the membership officer. For more 

information, contact the editor. 

Advertising– There is no charge for members to advertise Miata related items and services. 

Disclaimer: Any information contained herein is used strictly at the reader’s owner risk. The MVMC, its officers, and anybody else are not liable for any of the mate-

rial you read about and try to accomplish, which may void your warranty and/or damage your toy. Just because you read it does not mean it works. 

 

11/1   Dick Smith 

11/5   Jon Vincent 

11/6   Judy Mardis 

11/7   Darlene Siembida 

11/9   Linda Hagedon 

11/14  Susan Cyr 

11/14  Tim Blazer 

11/15 Jane Hobbs 

11/18  Paul Morrin 

11/20  Gina Seay 

11/21  Tim Fodge 

11/22  Tim Miller 

11/25  Jessica Franze 

11/26  Patrick Czeiszperger 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/
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                     OUR CLUB SPONSOR 

2014-15 EVENTS 

November 18   Meet & Greet , TJ Chumps in Fairborn 

December 6     Christmas Party at New Carlisle Sportsmen's Club 

December 31   Polar Bear Run 

January 20    Meet-n-Greet 

 

Membership Renewals 

  

It's about that time again to think about renewing your club membership for 2015. We like to have those in 

hand by the end of the calendar year, so sometime during the next 2-3 months we'd be glad to have you get 

those in, especially sooner rather than later as you're thinking about it. 

  

The form can be printed from the website under the JOIN tab. The address for mailing it along with your pay-

ment is on the form. 

  

The club is in great shape: a new website, exciting drives yet to come, new members all the time, and lots of 

great new ideas coming forth. We hope to see you around for a good long time! 
  

 

 

 

 

Please welcome Rick and Debbie Sparks of Fairborn, driving a 2009 Silver GT. Thanks to Tom and Gina 

Seay for reeling them in! 
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Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 
Ed Kramer and Tim Howard 

 

Contrary to our fondest desires, winter is closing in on us.  For those of us that drive our Miatas year 

round, this time of year always brings with it thoughts about the condition of the convertible top on our 

car.  Since I have now had the pleasure of owning several Miatas (two with vinyl tops and one with a 

cloth top) I thought I would share a bit of what I have learned regarding convertible top maintenance. 

My first Miata, a 2000 Special Edition, had a parchment colored vinyl top (almost white).  Although when 

I purchased the car the top had been replaced and was only a couple of years old, it had not been well 

maintained, and was very dirty with some staining.  I quickly learned that regular soap and water, even if 

applied with a brush and elbow grease, would not completely remove the dirt and stains.  As a result I 

purchased a bottle of Meguiar’s Convertible top cleaner, and used it as directed.  This was lesson number 

one in convertible top care, because this single-purpose cleaner did a wonderful job of removing the dirt 

and staining that I was concerned about.  There was also a side benefit in that the cleaner seemed to con-

dition the vinyl and leave it with a sheen that I did not get with conventional soap.  I now use convertible 

top cleaner approximately every third time that I wash the car. 

My second Miata, a 1990, had been stored outside for several years before I bought it.  To be honest, 

when I purchased it, I thought that I would be replacing the top almost immediately.  Visually, the top 

was dirty and appeared brittle.  In addition, the rear window was scratched, discolored, and foggy looking.  

I was pleasantly surprised to see how good it looked after I washed it several times with top cleaner men-

tioned above and a brush.  At that point, I decided that if I could clean up the rear window, perhaps I 

would not need to change the top right away.  Since I already had some Meguiar’s PLASTX clear plastic 

cleaner and polish (bought to polish headlights), I decided to try and clean up both the inside and outside 

of the rear window.  To do this I used my battery powered drill with the same foam polishing pad that I 

used to polish headlight covers.  I was truly amazed by the results!  All but the worst of the discoloration, 

fogging, and scratches, disappeared.  This was lesson number two in convertible top care for me.   

Buoyed by all this success, I decided to go one step further and buy some black vinyl top dressing to fur-

ther enhance the color of the top.  The brand that I bought (I don’t remember the name) came with 

about a 5-inch-long foam applicator.  This seemed a little large to me for doing the edges of the top, so I 

used a small artist’s brush to do the edges and seams around the windows before I began the main body 

of the top. After I completed the outside surface of the top, I decided to recolor those faded areas on the 

underside of the top which easily lose their color if you put your top down and don’t install your top 

boot.  Needless to say, I was very pleased with the results that I achieved on both the outside and the in-

side, and this became lesson number three for me in convertible top care.  Given the improved color in-

side and out, and an acceptable rear window, I do not plan to replace this top anytime soon unless some 

new defect appears. 

Earlier this year, I sold the 2000 and purchased a low-mileage 2004 with a black cloth top.  The top was 

actually in very good condition with the exception of a few small spots where the color was a little lighter 

than the top in general.  Having previously seen the excellent condition of the cloth top on Miata belong-

ing to another club member who parks outside year round, I asked what she did to maintain it.  The an-

swer was that, once each year, she cleans, reconditions, and seals the top.  I decided to institute this proc-

ess on my car before the top displays any significant signs of deterioration.  The kit that I bought came 
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from RENOVO and includes three products; a soft top cleaner, a color restorer, and a sealer and mold 

preventative specifically designed for cloth tops.  With the exception that this manufacturer suggests the 

product be applied with a two-inch paint brush as opposed to a foam applicator, the process is pretty 

much the same as for vinyl tops.  There is however a three- hour drying time between the first two steps, 

and a 24-hour drying time before applying the final coat of sealer.  If it matters to you, this product does 

come in a variety of colors.  I was quite pleased with the final result, particularly the impact on water 

proofing, and believe that this process will extend the life of my cloth top.   This was lesson number four 

in my convertible top care education.  Attached are pictures of the treated tops for your review.  If you 

have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.   
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Fall Foliage Drive and Dine to the Florentine Restaurant 

in Germantown, Ohio 

Post Drive Report  

 On Saturday, October 18, 2014 we did a Fall Foliage Drive and Dine to the Florentine Res-

taurant in Germantown, Ohio. The drive was very well attended with (15) cars, and (26) per-

sons. The weather was overcast and cloudy but everyone seemed to enjoyed the drive; the 

roads, the Fall foliage, and their meal at the Florentine Restaurant. The following persons took 

part in the drive; Dale and Debbie Burnside, Rosemary Clark, Fred and Jayna Hoppel, Russ and 

Diane Loughlin, Denis and Berta Loyer, Mike (Flash) Mardis, Steven Meyer, Byron and Skeeter 

Pettit, Tom and Gina Seay, Michael and Mary Beth Smith, Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon, Joe and 

Anne Talafous, Gary Tarka, Chuck and Pat Valley, and Chris and Donna Vollmer. 

I hope all who joined us enjoyed their drive to the Florentine Restaurant. 

 

Thanks …    Fred and Jayna Hoppel 
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Moyer Winery 
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