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Happy May to the Miami Valley Miata Club!  While our 

weather has not been the greatest with some cooler days and 

rain, please keep those in mind that have had endured and 

those that were lost due to horrendous weather events in the 

south and south east.  

May starts out with a drive to Brown County, Indiana led by 

Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon.  Take a look at the pictures and re-

port from Pat and bonnie in this issue. 

Our first annual planning meeting took place Saturday, April 

5th facilitated by our VP, Fred Tuzzi.  We had over 20 mem-

bers attend that was held at Audio Etc.  It was a great session 

with suggestions, comments and ideas.  See Fred’s write-up in 

this newsletter.  And thanks to Audio Etc. for the use of their 

community room. 

Dave Barry has volunteered to be our club Ambassador.  His 

mission is to contact other Miata clubs in the tri-state area to 

introduce the MVMC and to investigate potential partnering 

with events, drives, shows and gatherings.  I believe he has 

made contact with a few clubs, which have responded in a very 

favorable way.  Perhaps we will have a multi-club event in the 

future. 

As always, we are looking for club members to help with drives, drive and dines and other activities.  There 

are a number of pre-planned drives in the archives and we will help you in preparation and participation of a 

drive.  Please contact or see Paul Haller our Rally Master, to step up and lead a drive! 

Have a great May and let the top down! 

Steve 
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New Members 

Miami Valley Miata Club  2014 Officers 

President 

Steve Trego 

Vice President 

Fred Tuzzi 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Loughlin 

 

Membership Dorothy Tuzzi 

News Letter 
Bill Bateman 

 

Rally Master 

Paul Haller 

 

Web Master 

 

Past President  

Mike Wheeler 

Tech AdvisorsEd Kramer and Tim Howard 

  

                     OUR CLUB SPONSOR 

 

MAY 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Smith   5/2 

Dan Burkhardt  5/3 

Suzanne Wehrly  5/9 

David Merrelli   5/10 

Lee Korb     5/17 

Patricia White   5/17 

Jill Wetmore   5/17 

Mike Wheeler  5/26 

Tom Seay    5/27 

Susan Hughes   5/28 

Pat Valley    5/29 
 

Please welcome Greg and Donna Bowman 

of  Springboro, driving a White 1997. 
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May 

7 Board Meeting 

2-3  Brown County Indiana (see pages 4 & 5) 

20   Meet&Greet, Tropics 

June 

17   Meet&Greet, Brixx Ice Company 

29   Vintage Grand Prix, Mid-Ohio 

July 

3   Board Meeting 

   Annual Picnic 

24-27  Miatas at the Gap 

August 

2   British Car Day, Eastwood Park 

19   Meet&Greet, Chop House 

September 

4   Board Meeting 

14   Concours D’Elegance 

16   Meet&Greet, Guiliano’s 

October 

21   Meet&Greet, Jeff Schmidt 

November 

18   Meet&Greet, location to be determined 

December 

   Christmas Party 

31   Polar Bear Run 

 

Details for events will be forthcoming through the upcoming newsletters as well as emails. 

But you can get the advance scoop by attending the next M&G on Tuesday May 20. 

2014 EVENTS 

Member Information 

If you change your personal information such as phone number, email address, mailing 

address, or car,  please let me know so that I can update our records. Sometimes, for 

instance, email addresses don't get changed and we continue to send out notices and 

the newsletter to an old address without knowing you're not receiving them. If you're 

not sure what we're showing, you can always contact me. 

Dorothy Tuzzi, Membership 

dorf2z@sbcglobal.net 

937-436-9425 
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Nashville Pictures from Russ Loughlin 
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NASHVILLE, INDIANA TRIP 

Just wanted to thank everyone (all 39 of you) who 

came out for our 3rd drive to Nashville, Indiana. 

 Though it started out a little cool and cloudy, we 

had brave hearts that drove top down! 

 

We had Dave Berry, John and Carol Bowling, the 

Karen's (Francis and Maas), Roger and Jeanne 

Gordon, Fred and Jayna Hoppel, Jim and Neva 

Hufford, Rick and Kathleen Lach, Dena Long, 

Russ and Dianne Loughlin, Dave and Janet 

Merrelli, Byran and Skeeter Pettit, Tom and 

Jeanna Seay, Dick and Pat Smith (new members), 

Joe and Anne Talafous, Gary and Jo Tarka, Steve Trego 

and Susan Wehrly, Jon and Joanne Vincent, Chris and 

Donna Vollmer, and George and Jill Wetmore...with Paul 

Haller joining us just for the day trip (home that evening)! 

WOW...39 people in 21 cars!  Impressive! 

 

Lunch at the Farmhouse Cafe and Tea Room was lovely! 

 Afterwards, seven cars took a drive through Brown 

County State Park (Veterans got in free today, who knew). 

 The Dogwoods and Redbuds were all out in bloom and 

the weather allowed us to go top down!! 

 

We so enjoy our trips with the club 

Bonnie 
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Brown County, Indiana Overnight 
 

At about 8:30am on May 2, Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon led a convoy 

of 21 Miatas from Franklin, Ohio on the club’s first overnight drive 

of 2014. The day had begun with a chill in the air, so most of the 

tops remained up as the group headed through Middletown, and to-

ward Oxford. 

The route meandered west, then south, west again, and finally north, 

with Nashville as the destination, where we could all take in Waylon 

and Willie. Oh wait, wrong Nashville. We were headed for Nash-

ville, INDIANA, not the one where the Grand Ole Opry can be 

found. 

More entertaining parts of the journey were serpentine roads be-

tween Metamora and Oldenburg, and before and after Story, all in 

Indiana. Oldenburg, by the way, doesn’t have streets. It has Strasses. 

Along the way we transited any number of small towns, Batesville, 

North Vernon, and Seymour being the largest (and the ones with the 

most numerous, and most pack-disrupting traffic lights). 

The lunch stop was in Story along twisty Indiana 135, at the Story 

Inn, about the only structure remaining in a town that faded away 

from the effects of the Great Depression and deliberate flooding of 

nearby bottomlands. The inn itself, pleasantly quaint and quaintly pleasant, looked like it might have been 

there since Lewis and Clark’s time. A leisurely lunch was enjoyed by all, after which we completed the short 

remaining leg to Nashville. 

Nashville could be labeled Every Husband’s Nightmare, although I doubt the Chamber of Commerce has con-

sidered such a slogan. It features shop after shop along the main and adjacent side streets, offering gifts, arts 

and crafts, jewelry, tea rooms, and more gifts. The schedule left a little time for shopping, but fortunately (for 

most of us) not too much. Once everyone had checked in at a motel and had a chance to freshen up, look 

around, and find what the town had to offer, we assembled outside the Hidden Valley Inn to head off for din-

ner. 

Hot dogs and smores passed for a gourmet feast at the old country store, with the fun part being that we each 

got to cook our own over an open fire. And we all enjoyed the mingling. Bonnie officiated the judging of the 

en route trivia contest, awarding 1st place to (and I hope I have this right) Jeanne and Roger Gordon, who had 

correctly answered all but one of 20 questions. Nice job! 

Saturday dawned pleasant and nicely warmer, and so the 

drive to lunch at The Farmhouse was made universally with 

tops down. The route duplicated most of the route that we 

had taken the evening before, and in conditions of better 

lighting we were able to really appreciate what a wonderful 

little road it was. Up and down, left and right, never a dull 

moment. A nice lunch of several types of sandwiches, salad, 

potato salad, fruit, and chips had been laid out for us, with 

dessert of our choosing to follow (the strawberry shortcake 

was tasty). The Farmhouse site included a garden shop and 

an antiques barn. 

 

 

Yes, there is something for 

husbands to do in Nashville  

The shop 

beckons 

you with 

things 

everyone 

needs  
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We returned to Nashville just after the 

Spring Blossom Festival parade had con-

cluded, which had closed down the main 

street for a while (reportedly, our contin-

gent was informally invited to participate, 

but we weren’t prepared for that in terms of 

schedule, prep time, or facilities to make 

our Miatas presentable), and if there had 

been a King and Queen, they were off on 

their merry ways. Much of our group had 

also dispersed by now onto other things to 

do, so it was with a last batch of about 7 

cars in tow that Pat and Bonnie headed for  

Brown County State Park, just down the road. 

Admission to the park for non-residents is seven dollars, but 

luckily for some of us, this was a day when veterans were admit-

ted at no charge. Even with the fee the tour was well worth it. It is 

a big park, with its own share of twists and turns and uphills and 

downhills, every so often opening onto a vista that you just did 

not expect to find. Indiana is supposed to be flat and featureless, 

right? Well, that assumption is put to rest here, where mile after 

mile of heavily forested terrain pops into view from multiple van-

tage points. Spectacular! At our last stopping point we encoun-

tered a group of mountain biking enthusiasts who had been pun-

ishing themselves on trails through the park, leaving us happy that our vehicles had motors and comfortable 

seats. 

And finally those motor-propelled vehicles took us homeward to finish a most enjoyable trip, replete with nice 

weather, fun roads, great venues, and most of all, the joy of sharing it all with friends.  

Dave Berry 

One of Nashville's many shops  

Indiana is not all flat. 

Look both ways before 

you cross the street!  

Miata time at the Hidden Valley Inn 
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Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 
Ed & Tim   

 

UPDATES 

 

The end of April brings a close to the winter 'tinkering season' and the beginning to the summer 'driving season'.  

Tim and I plus our Thursday Shop Crew  can look back on a productive and enjoyable season of helping many of 

you to upgrade, and maintain your ride. The season's culmination is the last two weekends in April with the Main-

tenance day event, followed by the 'pilgimage' to Road Atlanta for the Mitty 

 

MAINTENANCE DAY 

 

What a great collection of Miatas to have at the shop.  It was like a mini car show of some of the best rides this 

club has to offer. We had over 15 cars show up with 10 'projects' completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hadn't seen Jeff Monnier's NA since He bought it here at the shop over a year ago.  He has brought the car to a 

whole new level.  Well done Jeff!   

This was the first time Frank and Susan Hughes had been to the shop.  Wow!  A true time capsule in fantastic con-

dition.(We hope to see it again at the shop) 

 

So many, great cars, Thanks to all who came out. 
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The Wright Roadster is the official newsletter of the Miami Valley Miata Club.  Subscriptions are available as part of membership in the club.  Archived issues, 

membership applications and additional club information may be found on the club website, www.miamivalleymiataclub.com, or contact the membership officer. 

For more information, contact the editor. 

Advertising– There is no charge for members to advertise Miata related items and services. 

Disclaimer: Any information contained herein is used strictly at the reader’s owner risk. The MVMC, its officers, and anybody else are not liable for any of the mate-

rial you read about and try to accomplish, which may void your warranty and/or damage your toy. Just because you read it does not mean it works. 

The Shop Crew hard at work buffing out scratches on Doug Snyder's hood.  These guys are so good, it's been said; 

"If the scratch is not through the metal, it can be buffed out!" 

 

THE MITTY (at Road Atlanta) 

 

Before Flash Mardis made his first trip to the Mitty,  He asked me; "What's so special about it?" 

 

I told him it was all about being a 'gearhead' and lov'in wrenching on cars and sharing your passion.  Flash said af-

terwords how everyone even Bill Cardell, president of Fly'in Miata, was more than willing to take the time  to share 

and answer any and all question he had.   

 



 

Wright Roadster  May 2014   10 

 

 

 

 

THIS IS A TEST!  If you think 

this bike is stupid, your probably 

not a gearhead and wouldn't ap-

preciate the Mitty.  If on the 

other hand you were like Larry 

Kramer, Tim Howard, Ed 

Walker and Flash Mardis, you 

thought this was too cool for 

words! (Hope you noticed the 

drilled rotor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed Walker's sweet NB with trailer along with Tim and Larry in front of the Fly'in Miata display. 

By the way, that trailer faithfully stuck behind Ed's NB like glue on  the infamous State Route 129 headed to 

Braselton Georgia. 
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The largest car coral at the Mitty, of course, was for the Miata in more 'flavors' than Baskin-Robbins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   A beautiful day of racing at the Road Atlanta Course.  It just don't get any better than this! 
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 Next Meet n Greet Tuesday May 20th  

At The Tropics 

 

Miatas At The Gap XVIII 2014 

http://www.gapmiatas.com/ 
It’s less than 3 months until we ride The Tail of the Dragon at Deal’s Gap NC.  This year a group of Dragon 

Riders is traveling to Townsend TN to stage a 4 day weekend of Curvy Driving, Scenic Driving, Fast Driving, 

Slow Driving, Friendly Driving, Laid Back Driving, and Aggressive Driving.  Not to mention Relaxing, 

Swimming, Socializing, Imbibing, Visiting and Eating.  The point is that if I haven’t mentioned something that 

you enjoy, well you’re free to do whatever you want while enjoying the Great Smokey Mountains 24 to 27 

July 2014.  Who knows, we’re all willing to try something new!   

Our group is holding 12 rooms at the Highland Manor Inn located in scenic Townsend TN until June.  After 

that there are no guarantees.  At least six of those rooms are spoken for, so now is the time to get a reservation 

in, even if you have to change your mind later.   

The hotel information can be found at http://www.highlandmanor.com/ or 800.213.9462.  Our room rate is 

$79.50 per night so just tell them you’re with the Miami Valley Miata Club.  Better to be safe than sorry when 

it comes to one of the biggest Miata events east of the Mississippi.  If you have any questions about the trip, 

the event or the hotel please feel free to contact Mike Wheeler at mtwheel@hotmail.com or cell 937.776.9918 

and he’ll get you the answers you need.  

Club Planning Meeting 
 

On April 5th there was a gathering of the faithful – 

MVMC members - at the great facilities of Audio 

etc… in Centerville. Twenty two members enjoyed 

coffee and donuts and before the meeting took a tour 

of the showrooms which included home theaters, as 

expected, but in addition to that a great car and motor-

cycle collection, a gun collection, as well as thousands 

of Matchbook cars. Thanks to Kirby and Cindy Ga-

boury. 

The meeting was an open format discussion utilizing 

the feedback received from the MVMC survey with 

additional guidance from the facilitator, the main topic 

being how we get the membership more involved with 

the club. With a total of nearly 100 cars, a 175 or so 

individuals, it seems only fair that more would volun-

teer to help out the 15-20 people that typically take on 

projects. 

 

 

A number of  discussions  centered around drives with 

subjects like: how to handle a large turnout, creating 

numerous shorter drives ending in a social gathering  – 

like a meet and greet - and mentoring  volunteers to  

allow them to become comfortable with the drive 

preparation  process. 

Other discussion covered topics like: contacting re-

gional clubs to be more aware of their events and how 

we might share in some activities, and how we might 

find establishments capable of handling a group our 

size given some restrictions we have like a separate 

room and access capability for all our members. 

Facebook, our web site, and utilizating a phone mes-

sage system like One Call added to the discussion. 

Attending members requested having these get togeth-

ers on a regular basis, maybe quarterly. Do you sup-

pose it could be the coffee and donuts? Or more hope-

fully a chance for all to speak on the direction of our 

club! 

Fred Tuzzi, VP 
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2014 MIAMI VALLEY MIATA CLUB STATISTICS 
                                                           (AS OF May 4) 

 

              MEMBER LOCATIONS ZIP CODES/CITIES 

 

                     MEMBER MODEL/YEARS/TOTALS 

 
                            MEMBER CAR COLORS  
         BLACK 11     BLUE  16     GRAY  6     GARNET  1     GREEN   9      

             MAHOGANY  2     MERLOT  2     RED  27     SILVER  11      

                              STARLIGHT  1    WHITE  3 

         

43072 1 St. Paris 45356 1 Piqua 45431 1 Dayton 

45042 1 Middletown 45365 1 Sidney 45431 1 Riverside 

45066 5 Springboro 45373 1 Tipp City 45434 3 Beavercreek 

45067 2 Trenton 45377 3 Troy 45440 3 Beavercreek 

45068 2 Waynesville 45385 3 Vandalia 45440 1 Dayton 

45103 1 Batavia 45387 5 Xenia 45440 1 Kettering 

45305 2 Bellbrook 45409 2 Yellow Springs 45449 2 West Carrollton 

45312 1 Casstown 45414 1 Dayton 45458 1 Centerville 

45319 3 Donnelsville 45415 1 Dayton 45458 1 Dayton 

45322 1 Englewood 45419 2 Dayton 45459 2 Centerville 

45322 1 Union 45419 2 Dayton 45459 4 Dayton 

45323 2 Enon 45420 1 Kettering 45502 1 Springfield 

45324 2 Fairborn 45420 1 Dayton 45504 1 Springfield 

45327 1 Germantown 45424 2 Kettering 45601 1 Chillicothe 

45335 1 Jamestown 45429 2 Dayton 45653 1 Minford 

45342 2 Miamisburg 45430 2 Kettering 46385 2 Valparaiso IN 

45344 1 New Carlisle 45431 1 Beavercreek    

    6 Beavercreek    

   A 1990 8  B 1999 7  C 2006 9 

   A 1991 2  B 2000 5  C 2007 6 

   A 1992 2  B 2001 5  C 2008 6 

   A 1993 3  B 2002 3  C 2009 1 

   A 1994 2  B 2003 2  C 2010 3 

   A 1995 3  B 2004 2  C 2011 2 

   A 1996 2  B 2005 2  C 2012 3 

   A 1997 6     C 2013 5 

Submitted by Paul Haller 


