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The President’s Corner 

Hopefully, we all got through this past month safe and healthy. It now looks like 

some of the restrictions we have been living under might start to ease up a little.  

The weather is finally starting to warm up, the "April showers will (dry up) and 

bring May flowers" and we can get back out on the road!!! I have been able to 

mow my lawn several times now this Spring - seems to be the only time I can get 

behind a wheel and speed around my yard! Practicing for the Miata! 

Last month I outlined a number of concerns, ideas, and directives outlined by Governor DeWine's 

office. Please see last month's Newsletter and the President's Corner if you have any questions about 

what was written. 

For this month, I want you all to know I have been in contact with our Fairborn Mayor asking about 

re-opening State Parks and especially the restrooms in State Parks. Several of you have voiced your 

concerns about going on MVMC drives and having to stop for restroom breaks. Gas stations are 

usually not the ideal place to stop for restroom breaks because they tend to be small with typically 

only one stall in each male and female restroom. I asked our Mayor to bring this issue up in his weekly 

teleconferences with Governor DeWine and all the Mayors across Ohio. He has also forwarded this 

request to Governor DeWine's staffer in the Dayton area. In addition, I recently asked our State 

Senator and our State Representative to look into this issue. As I told them all, the MVMC is anxious 

to start helping raise Gas Tax revenue by going on our drives!! 

One more update. The staff at the Luxbury Hotel in Maryville where we stay when we are on our 

annual Fall Foliage trip recently contacted me and said they are open and are hoping we can come 

stay with them in October. Let's try to meet their expectations!!! 

In the meantime, until we can get back to a "normal" state of club activities, please be careful! As 

conditions change across Ohio and more opens up, we will keep you posted on MVMC planned 

activities. 

If you have any questions about anything in this message, please do not hesitate to contact me at: 

Daniel.r.kirkpatrick@gmail.com or call me at: 937-673-4178.   

Stay safe! Stay healthy!  If any MVMC members need assistance, let us know. We are here for each 

other!!! 

Dan Kirkpatrick 
Miami Valley Miata Club President 
937-673-4178 
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Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2020 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

From the Membership Desk 

by Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 

The Club does not have any new members for the month of April; no surprise since our Meet & Greets 

and drives had to be cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Hoping things will get back to normal 

soon and our driving season will begin. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President 

Dan Kirkpatrick 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Patti Purdin 

Rally Master 

Chuck Valley 

Vice President 

Jim Brokaw 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

May Birthdays 

05/02 Kaitlyn Fields 
05/02 Mike Smith 
05/02 Bob Luken 
05/10 Dave Merrelli 
05/12 Reva Hartman 
05/17 Jill Wetmore 
05/17 Lee Korb 
05/25 Paul Weglage 
05/26 Mike Wheeler 
05/27 Tommy Seay 
05/28 Susan Hughes 
05/29 Denise Thrasher 
05/29 Pat Valley 

  
  
  
 

 
  

New Members in 2020 

Tim & Johanna West 

Michael Ryan 

 

 



MVMC 2020 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for 
which at least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 

 

 

3Date Event Host(s) Venue 
May 2 Poker Run Chuck & Pat Valley TBA 

May 3 Sunday Fun Day Tim Howard Moraine, OH 

May 15 Mecum Auction TBA Indianapolis, IN 

May 16 Plain Folk Café Drive & Dine Dave Berry Pleasant Plain, OH 

May 19 Meet & Greet MVMC Officers Rip Rap Roadhouse, Dayton 

May 27 Dayton Dragons Dave Berry Day Air Ballpark, Dayton 

Jun 6 USAF Museum Tour Chuck & Pat Valley Wright-Patterson AFB 

Jun 13 Ohio Presidents Tour Chuck & Pat Valley TBA 

Jun 16 Meet & Greet MVMC Officers Bennett’s Publical, Miamisburg 

Jun 26 Ohio Miata Owners Track Day OMO Members Only Nelson Ledges Race Course 

Jun 26-27 Dublin Car Show Arthritis Foundation Dublin, OH 

Jun 27 London Cobra Show Tim Howard, Ed Walker London, OH 

Jul 4 Fairborn 4th of July Parade Dan & Norma Kirkpatrick Fairborn, OH 

Jul 4 Beavercreek 4th of July Parade Chuck & Pat Valley Beavercreek, OH 

Jul 11 Dual Club Ice Cream Run Chuck & Pat Valley TBA 

Jul 21 Meet & Greet MVMC Officers  

 

  

Once events have been resumed, be sure to RVSP for any event you 

plan to attend 

Please note: 

• All May events are now cancelled 

• Our yearly outing to the Dayton Dragons baseball game had been scheduled 

for May 27th, and 20 tickets have been purchased. As of May 1st, Major League 

Baseball has made no announcements about beginning play or about plans for 

opening of the minor league baseball season. We will contact the Dayton 

Dragons organization to determine our options for returning the tickets or 

exchanging them for a later date. 

• All June and July events are ON HOLD until further notice 

• The Cincinnati Concours d’Elegance at Ault Park, scheduled for June 14, has 

been cancelled by the organizers 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Miami Valley Miata Club Magnets! 

MVMC car magnets are available for $5  
each.  We recommend a pair so both sides  

of your Miata/MX-5 can publicize our  

great club during Drive & Dines!  

 

Contact Dave Berry for yours! 
  

 

A sign of the times... 

 



Support our Sponsoring Restaurants 

If you are occasionally (or maybe regularly) sending out for meals by delivery or pick-up, call on the 

restaurants who had stepped up to support us this year for our Drivers Challenge. They are: Don 

Patron's, El Meson, TJ Chumps, TIckets Pub & Eatery, RIp-Rap Roadhouse, Bennett's Publical, 

Giovanni's Italian Restaurant, Nick's Restaurant, and Los Mariachi's. El Meson discontinued 

service for a short while but has now resumed. 

 

Some may offer delivery (on their own, or by DoorDash or Grubhub), but it's likely that many are at 

least taking carry-out orders. So, thank them for their support of MVMC, and help them stay in 

business, by ordering meals from them during this period. And tell them the Miami Valley Miata Club 

appreciates their support! 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Editor’s Note: Tim Howard is taking a break from his “Shop Talk” column this month. In its place, we 
are posting an excerpt from an article forwarded to us by member Tim Blazer. Thank you, Tim. 

 

2020 Mazda MX-5 Miata Suspension Deep Dive 

Why is the ND Miata such a brilliant car to drive? Here's the long answer. 

Dan Edmunds  

Apr 30th, 2020 at 11:00AM 

Full disclosure: I’m a longtime Miata fan. And by longtime I mean since mid-1989, the year I obtained, 
through a series of fortunate connections, one of the three original Chicago auto show display cars. 
But this was no blatant attempt to butter up a journalist – I barely knew how to spell the word. At the 
time I worked for the Department of Defense and was racing SCCA showroom stock on the side. 

It was destined to be a racecar. I was 
assured it’d be quick, but doubts surfaced 
when I arrived at Mazda’s dealer training 
center to pick it up. “Oh, it’s that cute Elan-
looking thing,” I probably said. But my mind 
was utterly changed when I eyeballed its 
double-wishbone suspension and other 
cleverly engineered features hiding 
beneath its skin. In subsequent years of 
racing – and eventually restoring – that car, 
I spent uncountable hours being impressed 
by it. 

I can safely say that the new ND Miata (2016 - present) is the best yet. It’s lighter than it has been in 
20 years, and that’s some trick considering the relentless march of safety requirements and expected 
convenience features. This car is actually 1.3 inches shorter from nose to tail than my NA Miata, but 
it’s also 2.4 inches wider and rolls on a wheelbase that is 1.7 inches longer. 

But it is the suspension that has always made the Miata great. This look under the skin of a 2020 
Mazda MX-5 shows why the ND is the best Miata in that arena, too. The fact that this is an RF model 
doesn’t much matter one way or the other. 

As it was the first time I laid eyes on one, things got off to a promising start as soon as I pulled a 

wheel off. It’s clear that this is no mere strut suspension, as we can see a coil-over shock and glimpses 

of aluminum. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://www.autoblog.com/bloggers/dan-edmunds/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B7-MhuzH2mo/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.autoblog.com/mazda/
https://www.autoblog.com/car-dealers/
https://www.autoblog.com/mazda/mx_5/


For the full text of the article, including more photographs, follow this link: 

https://www.autoblog.com/2020/04/30/mazda-mx5-miata-suspension-deep-dive/ 

 

 

 

 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

https://www.autoblog.com/2020/04/30/mazda-mx5-miata-suspension-deep-dive/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


Miami Valley Miata Club 

25th Anniversary Plaques 

Available in silver, gold, or white tone from member Bob Luken at a cost of $10.00 each 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices to Members: 

• At the beginning of February, an email notice was sent to all members who had renewed for 

2020. The notice contained the new login and password for the Members Only page of the 

Miami Valley Miata Club’s website. If you are a current member, and have not received the 

notice or have misplaced it, please contact Dave Berry, Webmaster, at 937-367-6879 or 

dinglebe@hotmail.com. 

• If you would like to take part in the nation’s biggest Miata gathering (even bigger than Miatas 

at the Gap!), the 2020 Miata Reunion has been scheduled for October 30th thru November 1st, 

2020, at Road Atlanta. Past events have been held far away at Laguna Seca in Monterey, 

California, so this will be your opportunity to join the fun only a day’s drive away! For more 

information, here is the website: https://miatareunion.com/  

 

  

 

Plate size is 5 inches by 7 inches, and the 

overall base size if 6 inches by 8 inches. 

Bob also can print a 24” x 36” poster of the 25th 

cake logo printed on glossy photo paper. Cost 

is $15.00. 

Contact Bob Luken at rpluken@earthlink.net 

mailto:dinglebe@hotmail.com
https://miatareunion.com/

