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President’s Corner 

by Tony Zlocki 

Last Days in the Bunker: Packard’s plan for '57 

Packard’s Detroit factory on East Grand Boulevard had been built in optimistic spurts commencing in 

1903,when the company moved from Warren, Ohio to become a serious automobile manufacturer. 

In its heyday it was one of the most beautiful, well-ordered industrial plants in the country. The interior, 

painted a uniform Packard Grey, was spotless, and was staffed by a workforce of high morale. Its 

facade, visible on the tree-lined boulevard, was studded with enormous pillared entryways, each 

bearing the marque name in dignified block letters, almost like a mausoleum. And that’s what it almost 

was in the summer of1956. 

Packard production had ground to a halt as customers had drifted away over the years to Cadillac, 

Lincoln, and Imperial. 

Designer Dick Teague was still working valiantly on the "big" 1957. 

That summer, financial sources had dried up one after another, Gradually, the big plant was emptied 

by layoffs and personnel shifts to Studebaker’s factory in South Bend, Indiana. Said Teague, "Styling 

was the last to go because those who were manipulating us thought there was some chance. You 

knew very well the end was close, but you kept hoping for a life raft. Rumors circulated that everybody 

from Universal CIT to Ford would buy us out." 

Under wraps was the 1957 Packard, the real thing, the car which James Nance hoped would rebuild 

the luxury end of the business, based on the Predictor dream car. Built for Packard by Ghia of Turin,  it 

was about three years ahead of its time with a wrap-around windshield, quad headlights hidden 

behind clam shell doors, and fenders level with the hood and rear deck, the lines were chiseled with 

almost an extruded look. Many ideas from former show cars were incorporated, like "cathedral" tail 

lights and a ribbed molding that ran from the front around to the bodysides. The traditional Packard 



grille shape was preserved in a 

narrow, vertical nose. Sliding 

panels were built into the roof 

over the doors to ease entry and 

exit; these could also be left open 

for ventilation with the doors 

closed and windows rolled up. 

It was powered by a 300 

horsepower V-8, but Ghia had 

botched the electrical system and 

getting any of that fancy 

equipment working was a gamble 

that often ended in a short circuit 

or great clouds of smoke. 

From an engineering standpoint, the ‘57 would have been an advanced version of the ‘55-‘56 model 

with self-adjusting torsion bar suspension. The  V-8, with a displacement of 374 cubic inches in ‘56, 

would have been bored out 440 for ’57, good for at least 300 bhp. There was even a plan to revive a 

twelve cylinder last seen in 1939. Another remarkable, but unworkable feature, was the "radar brake". 

This consisted of a small radar sensor mounted in the grill and connected to an electric screw jack 

that engaged or disengaged the brake pedal independently of the driver. 

The V-12 wasn’t as impractical as the radar brake, but when they failed to obtain finances for this 

grandiose plan, it disappeared with the rest of Packard’s plans. 

 

 
  

   

 

1956 Packard "Predictor" Concept 

 

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


 

Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2019 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

MVMC 2019 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for 
which at least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
3Date Event Host(s) Venue 

May 18 Plain Folk Café Drive & Dine Dave & Peggy Berry Pleasant Plain, OH 

May 21 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

May 25 Poker Run     DATE CHANGE Chuck & Pat Valley TBA 

May 30 Dayton Dragons Dave & Peggy Berry Fifth Third Field, Dayton, OH 

Jun 9 Cincinnati Concours d’Elegance Tim Howard Ault Park, Cincinnati, OH 

Jun 15-16 Ohio Presidents Tour Chuck & Pat Valley TBA 

Jun 18 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

Jun 22 Studebaker Tour Tony & Jean Zlocki South Bend, IN 

Jun 22 Cobra Show Tim Howard London, OH 

Jun 29 Arthritis Foundation Auto Show TBA Dublin, OH 

Jul 4 Fairborn 4th of July Parade Dan Kirkpatrick Fairborn, OH 

Jul 4 Beavercreek 4th of July Parade Dan Kirkpatrick Beavercreek, OH 

Jul 16 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

Jul 20 Red Brick Tavern Drive & Dine Tony & Jean Zlocki London, OH 

Jul 28 BB Riverboats Cruise Roger Gordon Newport, KY 

 

Please note that the date of the Poker Run has been changed from May 11 to May 25.   

President 

Tony Zlocki 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fred Hoppel 

Rally Master 

Chuck Valley 

Vice President 

Dan Kirkpatrick 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 

Dave Berry 



From the Membership Desk 

By Pat Valley, Membership Director 
 

We have two new members in April:  Please welcome Gary & Denise Thrasher and Karen 
Nagafuchi to the Club. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

How and Why I Bought my First Miata 

By Dan Kirkpatrick, Vice President 

It's 1997, Norma and I are stationed at Andrews Air Force Base outside of Washington DC. As an Air 

Force Officer working at Malcolm Grow Medical Center, I'm having lunch one day with a friend who 

is getting ready to retire. The conversation that day turns to cars, as I mentioned I am thinking of 

buying a new Volvo to replace my Honda Civic that I have been driving the past two years. There 

were several things about the Civic I didn't like, so my wife and I were car shopping. When I mentioned 

to my friend at lunch that I was thinking of buying a Volvo, he stopped me and said I should buy his 

1993 Miata because he was retiring and had purchased a large motorhome to see the country and 

wanted to get rid of his Miata. He lived on base across the street from the hospital. His four-year old 

Miata had only 17,000 miles on it. We quit eating lunch and decided to go for a quick drive in his car.  

Big mistake! 

 I went home that night and informed my wife I no longer wanted the 

Volvo. She laughed and asked what I wanted to get. I told her about the 

Miata. She was visibly upset and stated "a Miata is only a two-seater. 

What happens if our van breaks down, how do we all (wife plus two small 

kids) get around?" I told her if her fairly-new van breaks down, we'll rent 

a car for a few days. Her final comment was, "our car insurance is going 

to skyrocket going from an economy car to a sports car".  

The next morning, I called our insurance company. The lady over the 

phone asked which car I was going to get rid of and I told her the Honda 

Civic. She informed me that the Civic was one of the most expensive cars 

on the road to insure. I was shocked and asked her why. She informed 

me that my insurance company did what was called, "driver profiling" and 

May Birthdays 

05/02 Kaitlyn Fields 
05/02 Mike Smith 
05/02 Bob Luken 

05/16 Leslie Harris 
05/17 Jill Wetmore 
05/17 Lee Korb 
05/18 Patrick Powell 
05/25 Paul Weglage 

05/26 Mike Wheeler 
05/27 Tom Seay 
05/28 Paul Thompson 

05/28 Susan Hughes 

05/29 Denise Thrasher 

05-29 Pat Valley 

  

  

  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

New Members for 2019 

 

Karen Nagafuchi 

Gary & Denise Thrasher 

Dave & Rachel Johnson 

Heather Morgan 

Barry & Anissa Evans 

Paul & Karen Weglage 

 

 

 



that the driver profile for a Honda Civic was a young, first-time car buyer with an unproven driving 

record. Therefore, the insurance premiums were very high. She then asked me over the phone what 

car I was thinking of buying. When I informed her I was considering a Mazda Miata, I could hear her 

typing on her keyboard and she suddenly laughed. She said my insurance premiums would not go 

up at all, they would actually drop $180 a year going from the Civic to the Miata. I asked her what the 

driver profile was for a Miata. There was a long pause and she said, "don't be mad, the driver profile 

for a Miata is a middle-age male going through a mid-life crisis with a good driving record". Twenty-

two years later, I still have that 1993 Miata. And the driver profile is truer than ever! 

Neil Armstrong Air & Space Museum Tour  

 

Lunch was great at J. Marie's in Wapakoneta 

 

 

 

You too can be an astronaut! 

 

 

 

Armstrong flew this Douglas F5D Skylancer as a test pilot 

 



2019 Spring Maintenance Day 

  

 

The Motts' facility is outstanding 

 

 

Oil change for the Berry's NC 

 

 

 

Bob Luken's NA got a shiny new cam cover 

 

 

EVERYONE had a solution when Pat Valley locked her keys in the trunk 

 



4th Tail of the Lizard! 

by Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon 

 

We had a beautiful sunny spring day for our drive on the Lizard to Moyer Winery.  Thirty-one of our 

Miata friends came out to enjoy the scenery, good roads, and lunch overlooking the Ohio River.   

Our seven-year-old friend, Braxton, was so excited to see 17 Miatas 

take the time to honk and wave as we drove by. He said it was “SO, 

so, FUN!” Thanks to all for making his day! 

Unfortunately, the Miata driven by Hunter Turner and his friend Garrett 

returned to the Dayton area on a tow truck. His clutch master cylinder 

failed while on the drive. Chris and Donna Vollmer and Randy and 

Lynda Mott stopped to make sure he made it to a dealer where he 

could get help. They even provided a picnic for their group. 

Meanwhile, Mike & Gail Allen, 

Tim Blazer & friend Joe, Frank 

& Penny Brewster, Enrique & 

Ruth Ellenbogen, Calvin & 

Bonnie Hebert, Fred & Jayna 

Hoppel, Richard & Susan Kogler, Steve & Rhonda Miller, Tom 

& Gina Seay, Bryan & Skeeter Pettit, Patti Purdin & friend 

Wendy, Mike Wheeler, and George & Jill Wetmore, continued 

on to dine on the deck at Moyer Winery overlooking the Ohio 

River! Thanks to the Vollmer’s, who caught up with us at the 

winery to give us an update on Hunter and Garrett. 

 

  

 

 

Braxton was happy as always to see us 

 

 

Clutch troubles meant an impromptu picnic for the Vollmers, Motts, and Hunter Turner and his friend, Garrett 

 



Play Ball! 
 

Once again, members of the Miami Valley Miata Club will attend a group outing 

at a Dayton Dragons baseball game. 

The game we will attend is scheduled for May 30 at 7:00pm and pits the Dragons 

against the Lansing Lugnuts. We will work on setting up a pre-game get-together at a 

nearby venue such as Brixx Ice Company, as we did last year. 

AT THIS TIME, all tickets are accounted for. If you wanted to join us but missed out 

on reserving your tickets, we hope to repeat this event next year. So watch the 

newsletter, website, and your email starting next Spring for information on a 2020 

game. 

  

 



MIATAS AT THE GAP 

Thursday, August 1st - Sunday, August 4th 
 
Join Mike Wheeler and friends in a return to MATG 1-4 August 2019. 
 
MATG at Fontana Village in North Carolina is the longest running Miata gathering in the country. 
Located in the midst of some of the greatest driving roads like Tail of the Dragon, Moonshiner 28, and 
Cherohala Skyway, MATG is also one of the largest gatherings of Miatas and owners in the US. So 
join us for a fun drive and perhaps meet new friends from other clubs around the country that are 
Miata/MX-5 enthusiasts! 
 
The Club has reserved a block of 10 rooms at the Luxbury Inn & Suites; 805 Foothills Mall Drive; 
Maryville, TN 37801. The Luxbury offers free Wi-Fi, a fully-equipped kitchen, continental breakfast, 
and is conveniently located to many of your favorite restaurants. 
 
To reserve your room, Call 865-983-9839 no later than July 1, 2019 
 
(Prices do NOT include taxes): 
1) $273.00 for a 1-bedroom suite for the three nights [6 available] 
2) $313.00 for a deluxe 1-bedroom suite for the three nights [1 available] 
2) $335.00 for a double queen suite for the three nights [3 available] 
 
If you think you may be going, you are encouraged to book a room with the knowledge you can cancel 
72 hours in advance. Rooms book up fast so don’t put it off too long. When calling, tell ‘em you’re 
with the Miami Valley Miata Club. Let Mike know you have made your reservation. 
 
RSVP to Mike Wheeler: mtwheel@hotmail.com or (937) 776-9918 by July 1st  

 

mailto:mtwheel@hotmail.com


Miami Valley Miata Club 

Anniversary Logo 
Shirt or Cap 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Take your shirt or cap to Boomerang 

Embroidery (3008 Birdwood Road, Kettering). 

They will embroider the Miata Club 

Anniversary logo for $11.00. 

Add a name to the right side of the shirt for 

$4.00 (block or script lettering)  

(plus tax). 

Provide your own cap, or order 

one from Lori’s website 

Boomerang's catalog: https://www.companycasuals.com/miata 

 

Miami Valley Miata Club Magnets! 

MVMC car magnets are available for $5  
each.  We recommend a pair so both sides  

of your Miata/MX-5 can publicize our  

great club during Drive & Dines! Contact Fred 

Hoppel for yours. 
 

 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Tim Howard 

The arrival of warm sunny weather, green grass, and leaves on the trees always 

reminds me that it is time for spring cleaning. To be honest, I think of house and 

lawn cleanup first, but soon after that come the cars. There is just something 

about the renewal of spring that makes me want to bring that same renewal to 

everything I own. That is why this month I want to talk about a spring refresh and 

renewal of your Miata.  

To keep this from being a book rather than an article, I am going to limit myself 

to exterior and interior renewal and the products and processes that I prefer to use. The first topic that 

I would like to deal with is washing and (ugh!!!) waxing the exterior. I almost always wash my cars by 

hand, and I try to wash the daily-drivers once a week (two weeks at the most). Week-end-queens 

stored inside, I wash or dust with a California duster as needed based upon use. Because I wash 

frequently, I avoid the use of soap in the washing process, preferring instead to wash with clear water. 

Most soaps, even some designed to wash auto bodies, tend to remove automotive wax. I avoid their 

use unless the car is extremely dirty, or I am going to wax the car right after it is washed. I know that 

I have commented on this before, but as a hand washer, the best chamois that I have ever used is 

Griot’s Garage large micro-fiber towel. It cuts the work in half.  

In terms of wax, I try to wax my daily-drivers twice a year, once in the spring and once in the fall, 

trailer queens as needed. I know many of you are thinking that my practices are excessive, and that 

I must be out of my mind. The fact is, if you are using the correct product, it really does not take that 

long, and the results can be amazing. At this point, my go-to wax is Meguiar’s Ultimate liquid wax, a 

synthetic polymer, that goes on and off almost effortlessly and leaves no white residue on trim and 

rubber parts. I can wax an entire Miata including the wheels in less than an hour. I know that many 

prefer carnauba paste wax, but test data shows the durability of this synthetic polymer to be superior, 

and the effort involved way less. I do prefer carnauba on new paint as it seems to smooth the paint 

with a little thicker coating of wax.  

One thing that many people overlook during their spring spruce up is the interior. If you have a leather 

interior, you can dramatically increase the life by washing it with a mild soap-and-water solution and 

then conditioning the leather with a good quality leather conditioner. I have recently used The Jay 

Leno brand and found it very satisfactory, but there are many good ones available locally. 

Another of the interior components that is frequently overlooked is the carpet. Certainly, regular 

sweeping is just good practice, but periodic stain removal with carpet cleaner is recommended for 

best longevity and appearance. Over the years, I have had good results with a variety of products 

that are readily available at grocery and automotive stores.  Carpet dry cleaning products tend to 

come in either aerosol or powdered forms. I have had better luck with powdered products for heavily 

stained areas, while aerosol works well for less dirty areas. I once cleaned a trunk carpet that was 

soaked in dirty oil with a granular product, and it looked like new when I was done. My two favorite 

products are Woolite heavy-duty aerosol and Resolve Powder or granular product. By the way, these 

products are also fine for cloth interior upholstery. 

Finally, at least partially due to having had to replace the dash in two Miatas as a result of UV-related 

cracks (a job no one should have to do), I like to pay special attention to the vinyl and plastic interior 

parts. At least once per year, treat all the interior vinyl, particularly the dash, with a UV protectant like 

Armor All. I have also used a recently introduced product sold under the Jay Leno brand name that I  

liked. The important thing is that it contains a UV protectant, particularly if you park outside. UV-



related cracks in your dash can destroy the value of your car and can largely be avoided by regularly 

using a protectant and some elbow grease.  

Happy spring cleaning!  

Editor’s note: Every once in a while we see a posting somewhere complaining about sticky seat 

belts (that is, they don’t want to retract all the way). While you are cleaning the interior of your Miata, 

don’t overlook them. Here is a six-step process as described on wikiHow: 

1. Pull out the seat belt. Vigorously pull the belt forward until it is stiff and doesn’t move anymore. 

When this happens, the entire belt will be unspooled and much easier to reach. 

2. Place a clamp near the belt reel. Follow the belt strap upwards and locate the reel. This is 

where the majority of the belt is stored when not in use. Attach a metal clamp on the belt right 

next to the reel. The belt will be unable to retract back into the reel.  

Metal clamps can be found at hardware stores 

3. Spray the belt with cleaner. An all-purpose cleaner or a fabric cleaner are safe to use on 

the belt to remove stains. These are purchased from a general store and come in spray 

bottles. All-purpose cleaners are designed for even delicate fabrics and should not have 

bleach in them. Spray all along the belt, creating a light, even coating. Don’t forget the 

underside.  

A mixture of equal parts of a gentle, neutral pH detergent such as Dawn dish soap or a baby 

wash and water can be used as a cleaner instead.  

Vinegar and vinegar-based cleaners are useful for removing smells, but vinegar is an acid 

and too much of it can damage the belt’s integrity over time. Use baby wipes and delicate 

fabric cleaners instead. 

4. Scrub the belt. Take a stiff-bristled scrubbing brush. Work from the top end of the belt and 

move downwards. Don’t move the brush in circles or go back up the belt. Move gently to 

avoid wearing out the belt’s threads.  

A second coating of cleaner can be added to deeply stained belts. 

5. Wipe the belt with a microfiber towel. Surround the belt with the towel and drag the towel 

downwards along the belt. This removes excess moisture. Only use microfiber towels. These 

towels are gentlest on the belt’s threads. 

6. Let the belt dry. Leave the belt alone for at least overnight. If it isn’t completely dry, leave it 

for longer. It’s important to make sure the belt is dry before you unclamp it and let it retract so 

that mold doesn’t grow on it. 

 

 

 

 


