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The President’s Corner 
by Chuck Valley 

 

Continuing the series on the Mazda Miata, we’ll look at the lesser known, but often 

touted Mazdaspeed version of 2004 and 2005. After a mild facelift of the NB in 2001, 

the 2004 model year saw the introduction of the official turbocharged Mazdaspeed MX-5 

Roadster Turbo in Japan, featuring a turbocharger equipped variant of the BP-4W engine that produced 

178 bhp (133 kW) at 6500 rpm with a front-mounted air-to-air intercooler. 

Mazdaspeed MX-5 Miata 

from the April 2004 Car and Driver 

A Miata with muscles, for a pittance more. 

Mazdaspeed MX-5 (2004–2005) 

Perhaps the biggest surprise we got from the new Mazdaspeed MX-5 Miata—other than its remarkable 
bargain price—is how much of the elemental Miata flavor has been retained. We suspected that a higher-
output Miata would require heavier 
transmission components, a 
harder ride, and a heavier feel. But 
the car doesn't manifest any of 
those characteristics in enough 
quantity to dilute the essential 
charm of Mazda's iconic roadster.  
But here's the best reason ever to 
buy one: an IHI ball-bearing turbo 
blowing seven-and-a-quarter 
pounds of boost into combustion 
chambers with fractionally reduced 
compression ratios (9.5 versus 
10.0:1). That gives the 
Mazdaspeed Miata 178 
horsepower—36 more than its 
tamer sibling—to spur it through 
the quarter-mile in 15.2 seconds. The turbo car has a redline 500 rpm short of the standard model's 7000, 
but it rips to the red in quick blasts. 

We recorded a 6.7-second sprint to 60 mph and expect slightly faster results from production cars. We 
had to promise to be gentle with the prototype vehicle you see in these pictures, but even so, the car was 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mazdaspeed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mazda_B_engine#BP-4W


1.4 seconds quicker to 60 mph and over a second faster through the quarter than the last Miata we 
tested. 

Mazdaspeed's Miata is based on the normal model's LS trim level and is equipped with the optional six-
speed transmission. Beefing up this gearbox for its bigger job involved shot-peening of internal 
gearwheels along with a fourth-gear ratio change so slight you have to go to three decimal places to 
appreciate it. The action is thus as light and direct as it has ever been and preserves one of the car's 
most important entertainment assets. 

Gear shifting is critical in a car that 
gobbles ratios during hard acceleration 
like a bear in a Burger King Dumpster, 
and the Miata can be shifted as fast as 
is humanly possible. But since 
midrange engine response is stronger 
in the turbo Miata, too, there is less call 
for downshifting on the open road. A 
top-gear 50-to-70-mph time of 7.6 
seconds is pretty respectable and four 
seconds better than the 142-hp 
model's. 

On a purely subjective level, the Mazdaspeed car feels wholly transformed, capable of top-gear traffic 
slaloms at just a jab of the pedal. The turbo itself is virtually transparent—you can't even hear it with the 
top up—and it suffers so little lag that the car mostly feels naturally aspirated. 

Certainly, the car is endowed with a wonderful sense of integration, offering crisp throttle response and 
clean transitions even when being shifted violently at the redline. 

Mazdaspeed's chassis modifications have been equally careful, and the car suffers little, if any, extra ride 
harshness from its shortened and stiffened (and red-painted) springs or its bigger anti-roll bars. The car 
wears Bilstein shocks, too, which are extraordinarily good at snubbing unnecessary body motions while 
soaking up bump shock. 

The ride quality isn't a problem on any 
half-decent surface, but tire noise from 
the 17-inch Toyo Proxes R28s can be, 
especially since the fabric top does not 
provide an enormous amount of 
acoustical attenuation. But this is a 
sports car, right? And a hot version of 
one at that. If you want a quiet ride, you 
might want to buy something else. 

On any interesting road, the only tire 

noise you need to hear is the song of 

the Toyos as they approach their limit, 

and the rasp of the turbocharged four takes precedence over the 225-watt Bose stereo, even with the 

additional speakers now built into the wind blocker's base. We expected the MX-5 to be a little quivery 

atop its new stiff springs and bars, but the front shock-tower brace seems to have kept the usual Miata 

compromise between structural rigidity and lightness about where it was. 



Certainly, the extra roll stiffness and the stringent body-motion disciplines are welcome in the canyons 
along with the quick steering, everything contributing to decisive turn-in and a great sense of stability. 

Although the Mazdaspeed car 
was pretty loose on the skidpad, 
where it could be throttled into a 
rear-wheel slide at any time 
(aided perhaps by the Bosch 
torque-sensing limited-slip diff), 
it felt simply responsive on the 
road. There, it was quick to 
heed the wheel and able to 
change direction nimbly. 
Throughout these little games, 
the Mazdaspeed Miata revealed 
a surprising degree of civility. 

And now for the best part: the 
price. With a generous load of 
standard features—power 

windows, a CD changer, a wind blocker—the Mazdaspeed Miata costs $26,020. A standard Miata LS—
with leather, but without a six-speed, turbo, or suspension upgrades—costs just $827 less, or $25,193. 
It's a screaming deal because any decent aftermarket turbo kit would cost at least three grand and 
wouldn't come with Mazda's warranty or the suspension bits. 

Mazda also boasts that the car's performance is almost equal to that of a BMW Z4 2.5 at a price that is 
thousands of dollars lower. At first it seems an inappropriate comparison. But the latest Miatas have poise 
and refinement brought by numerous structural upgrades, painstaking chassis tuning, and patient 
tweaking of all the integrated systems. 

Even the interior has been upgraded to first-class. Mazdaspeed's so-called Grand Touring package—
leather seats and red-stitched wheel and gear-lever covers—teams with a silver-colored center stack and 
white-faced gauges to push the Miata's interior upmarket. The other Mazdaspeed signatures—an exhaust 
tip, a unique front air dam, Racing Hart wheels—put the finishing touches on a desirable product. At the 
price, this car's almost an unbeatable deal, but be aware that production is limited to just 4000 a year. 

Hey, nothing's perfect. 

 

 

 

 



Special Notice from the President 

 

From time to time, it is a good idea to review governing documents of a club.  Such has been the case for 

the Miami Valley Miata Club resulting in several occasions over the years of review of the current bylaws 

in effect at that time and subsequent proposal of amended bylaws and ultimate vote to amend them. 

 

One thing I have concluded, if a bylaw is not enforceable due to being outdated or unreasonable, it probably 

shouldn’t be a bylaw.  I called for a review of current Bylaws by the Executive Committee at the March 

Executive Board Meeting.  The careful examination of the current Bylaws by all MVMC Executive Officers 

has resulted in the Proposed Amendment Bylaws published in the MVMC Website in the Documents 

Section.  “Article XI – Amendments” of the current bylaws states, “These By-Laws may be amended by the 

affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the members’ votes received by the specified deadline.  A meeting 

for this purpose shall be called and notice of such meeting, stating the time, place, and purpose thereof, 

shall be given to all members at least 30 days prior thereto.  Members may also vote in absentia by mail, 

or email, if determined to be appropriate by the Executive Committee.” 

   

Membership, 

 

Please be advised that the Executive Committee suggests you read the 

Proposed Amended Bylaws published in the MVMC Website under the 

Documents Section.  We plan to vote on these Proposed Amended Bylaws at 

the July 18th Meet & Greet that is the deadline.  The venue for the July 18th 

Meet & Greet will be announced in the June Wright Roadster and sooner in the 

MVMC Website. 

 

Thanks in advance for your participation. 

 

Chuck Valley, President 

Miami Valley Miata Club 

 

 

 

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 

 



Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2017 

  

  

  

  

 

Membership Update 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 
Welcome to new members Christy Haynes and Kaitlyn Fields! 
 

Remind your friends to renew 

Please remind them to send in $20 to:   

Pat Valley, 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, Xenia, OH 45385. Please make checks payable to:  Miami Valley 

Miata Club.   

View and Download the Membership Form (PDF) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

President 

Chuck Valley 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fred Hoppel 

Vice President 

Tony Zlocki 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Rally Master 

Roger Gordon 

Technical Director 

Ed Kramer 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

May Birthdays 

05/02 Kaitlyn Fields 
05/02 Michael Smith 
05/11 David Merelli 
05/16 Leslie Harris 
05/17 Lee Korb 
05/17 Jill Wetmore 
05/26 Mike Wheeler 
05/27 Tom Seay 
05/28 Susan Hughes 
05/28 Paul Thompson 
05/29 Pat Valley 

 

 

 

New Members for 2017 

Kaitlyn Fields 

Gary Gepfrey 

Hunter Gastineau 

Christy Haynes 

Mike Minardi 

Randy & Lynda Mott 

 

 

 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf


Photo Scavenger Hunt   
    

  
 

  

Date:  May 13, 2017 

Location: 

Meet at Marion's Piazza, 1320 

N. Fairfield Rd, Beavercreek 

Time: 10:00 am 

Driver's Meeting: 10:15 am 
 

  
  

  

You will have about 12 Dayton landmarks to find.  You must figure out the most direct route 

to all the landmarks, take a picture to validate you found the site, and return to our starting 

point. The person locating the most landmarks with the lowest trip odometer reading wins! 

 

RULES: NO GPS, Garmin, Google Maps, Siri, Genie, etc. NO following another team. You 

must use your knowledge of Dayton OR a M-A-P (paper, that is). 

 

We will meet back at Marion’s Piazza, where you can enjoy lunch if you wish.  

Please RSVP Pat Valley pvalley529@yahoo.com or 937-608-5252 by May 10 

I currently only have two members signed up for the scavenger hunt.  If I don’t get 
a few more folks to sign up, I’m afraid I’ll have to cancel. There are 11 landmarks 
picked out, with just a few are on the slightly more difficult side; but, I’ll give you 
some strong hints if needed. 

 
  

  



Dayton Dragons Group Outing 

 

 

Join Dave and Peggy Berry for a game between the Dayton Dragons and the 
Bowling Green Hot Rods 

Date: May 18, 2017 

Game Time: 7:00pm 

Meet at Fifth Third Field, 220 N. Patterson Blvd, Dayton, OH 45402 

• There will not be a drive associated with this event 

• Members attending will be seated together 

• Members attending will each receive a Dayton Dragons baseball cap, compliments of the Dayton 
Dragons Professional Baseball Team 

TICKETS ARE NOW ALL GONE 

As of May 6th, the last ticket for the Dayton Dragons outing has been claimed. 

Thank you to all those who plan to attend. See you at the game! 

  

 



MVMC 2017 Calendar of Events 
 
 

 

 

Date Event Host(s) Venue 
May 13 Scavenger Hunt Drive Pat Valley It’s a mystery! 

May 16 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley Caddy’s Tap House Beavercreek 

May 18 Dayton Dragons Game Dave Berry Fifth Third Field 

May 27 Full Throttle Go Karting Chuck & Pat Valley Tri-county area (Cincy) 

June 3 Shawnee State Park and Ohio 
River Drive and Dine Make-up 

Fred & Jayna Hoppel Shawnee State Park, West 
Portsmouth, Ohio 

June 10 Plain Folk Café Drive Dave Berry Pleasant Plain, Ohio 

June 17 Miami County Barn Tour Randy & Lynda Mott Miami County 

June 20 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley TBD 

June 24 London Cobra Show Tim Howard London, Ohio 

June 25 Mid-Ohio Vintage Races Ed Kramer Lexington, Ohio 

July 4 Miata Parade (Fairborn) Dan & Norma Kirkpatrick Kirkpatrick’s (lunch) 

July 14/15 Kentucky Bourbon Trail Chuck & Pat Valley Louisville/Lexington KY 

July 18 Meet & Greet and vote on 
proposed Amended By-laws 

Chuck Valley TBD 

July 22 Hare & Hound Roger Gordon/Chris Vollmer It’s another mystery! 

Aug 3-6 Miatas at the Gap XXI Dave Berry Townsend, TN and Deal’s Gap, 
NC 

Aug 5 British Car Show Tim Howard Eastwood MetroPark 

Aug 6 Deer Creek Lake Drive Mike Allen NE of Washington, CH 

Aug 15 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley TBD 

Sep 3 Drive & Lick Chuck & Pat Valley We’re not telling 

Sep 12 Annual Picnic TBD TBD 

Sep 23 Caesar’s Creek Winery Chuck & Pat Valley SE of Xenia 

Sep 30 Covered Bridge Drive Part II 
(reprise) 

George Wetmore Warren/Clinton/Greene Co. 

Oct 8-11 Skyline Drive (WVA) Roger Gordon West Virginia/Virginia 

Oct 17 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley Jeff Schmitt Mazda Beavercreek 

Oct 19-22 Fall Foliage Drive (TN) Steve Miller Townsend, TN 

Oct 28 Poker Run Chuck & Pat Valley TBD 

Nov 4 Weenie Roast, Bonfire/Moonlight 
Drive 

Chuck & Pat Valley, Chris 
Vollmer 

Kramer Farm, Spring Valley 

Nov 18 Full Throttle Go Karting Chuck & Pat Valley Tri-county area (Cincy) 

Nov 21 Meet & Greet and 2018 Officer 
Elections 

Chuck Valley TBD 

Dec 9 MVMC Christmas Party Toni & Jeanne Zlocki TBD 

Dec 31 Polar Bear Run TBD TBD 

 

 

Event dates may be subject to change 

…and this may not be the last word – additional events are under consideration! 

  



Post Drive Report – Shawnee State Park and Ohio River Drive and Dine 

by Fred and Jayna Hoppel 

On Saturday, April 15, 2017, we did a Spring Drive and Dine to Shawnee State Lodge and the Ohio River 

near Friendship, OH in Scioto County. The drive was well attended with eleven cars and twenty persons. 

We had little bit of excitement near our staging area with Springboro Police and Fire crews responding to 

a vehicle parked in a grassy area in front of a restaurant on the north side of SR 73. We are not sure what 

was going on with guns drawn, but it certainly caught our attention before we departed on our drive. 

The weather 

forecast for 

Saturday was 

predicted to 

have some 

rain which did 

not begin until 

we were into 

our second 

hour of the 

drive 

southeast of New Vienna. The rain had stopped when we got to our second pit stop in West Union, OH, 

so we were able put our tops down for the third leg of our drive before arriving at Shawnee State Park 

Lodge. 

The restaurant had set up two tables for our group and 

had a live country band playing in the dining room for our 

listening pleasure. Several members asked if Jayna and I 

had arranged the music. We had not, but I took credit for 

the entertainment and made sure I gave the band a 

gratuity as a token of our appreciation for their music. 

When we departed Shawnee State Park, we traveled on 

US 52 along the Ohio River before traveling northwest 

back home. 

The Members (even with the rain) seemed to enjoy the 

drive, their meal, and the entertainment at Shawnee State 

Park Lodge. The following persons took part in the drive: 

Mike and Gail Allen, Don and Michelle Bereda, Frank 

Brewster, Fred and Jayna Hoppel, Patti Purdin, Tom and 

Gina Seay, Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon, Chris and Donna 

Vollmer, George and Jill Wetmore, Chuck and Pat Valley 

and Chuck and Chris White. 

I would like to thank those persons who joined us on this 

Drive and Dine. I would also like to thank those persons 

who took and submitted any photographs of this event for 

our newsletter and website. 

 

 



  

  

 

 



Shawnee State Park and Ohio River Drive and Dine 

 Make-up Date 

 

When: Saturday, June 3rd, 2017 

 

This is a make-up date for the April 15th drive, which shared the date for the Spring Maintenance Day. If 

you could not join us on April 15th, join us on June 3rd. Then again, if you took part in the April 15th drive 

and want to do it again, that's OK too! 

Times:  8:00 AM Meet Time 

              8:15 AM Driver’s Meeting 

              8:30 AM Departure Time 

Meeting Place:  Arby's (Next Door to Bob Evans) 

                            895 W Central Avenue 

                            Springboro, OH 45066 

Details:   Dining at 11:30 AM at Smokehouse Restaurant inside the Shawnee State Park Lodge 

Bring FRS Radio (if you have one) 

RSVP and Questions = Call or email Fred or Jayna Hoppel at 937-321-1381 or FPHoppel@Aol.com by 

Saturday, May 20th 

 

https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=amaAB2JgSjBL82gpSAO0F5HuQkx2YjcEbHvH9F5NqH4o=/bWFpbHRvOkZQSG9wcGVsQEFvbC5jb20=/02RAY8xw7s5aUsbcUku8cA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)%5b%5Cs%5d*%5b%27%22%5d(?%3Curl%3E%5b%5E%7B%27%22%5d.+?)%5b%27%22%5d)&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-2


Drive On The Wild Side 

By Chuck and Pat Valley 

Our "Drive On The Wild Side" (courtesy of Bonnie and Pat Sturgeon) was the "Drive" part of our recent 
"Drive & Wine" at Caesar's Creek Winery April 22nd. 
 
Nine Little Beasts (Miatas) 
were led by MVMC 
President Chuck Valley 
(including Pat's first solo 
driving event in her pristine 
'91) traversing SR 380 and 
numerous turns onto 
county roads in Clinton and 
Greene Counties. Chuck 
narrated the drive, calling 
out upcoming turns and to 
look for the wildlife, some 
seldom seen in Southwest 
Ohio. 
 
As we departed the Xenia Bike Station and left civilization behind, not long after, from our little beasts we 
encountered Alpacas, Wild Turkey (not the drinkin' kind), a few Red Tail Hawks, Peacocks, and even 
Buffalo!!! 
 
When I announced "there's buffalo on the left", my infamous tail gunner Dave Berry shouted over the 
FRS, "We're in Buffalo?!"   No Dave - wrong Buffalo!  
 
We all had fun on this '50% of us top down' 
Wildlife Saturday, so not your typical drive in 
the country. 
 
Awaiting our arrival at the winery were MVMC 
Members Debbie and Darden Whittaker who 
were too "chicken" to do the Drive On The 
Wild Side - please pardon the pun. 
 
We enjoyed a small drink or two of the local 
wine and enjoyed our favorite snacks we had 
brought along. Pat Valley, our Membership 
Director, had everyone count off (little did 

anyone realize this was a sobriety test) 😉 

and she drew a number for the Drive & Wine 
door prize.  Bill Bateman's number was called and he won a bottle of wine.  Bill, was that wine you 
selected called Stompin' Creek? 
 
Great conversation amongst friends and we plan another Drive & Wine in September. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Marietta Trip Wrap-up 

By Chris Vollmer 

 

The weather in Xenia was cool and overcast as our band of eight beautiful automobiles started out. The 

further east we went, the more the weather improved. After a delicious lunch at the Lake Hope Lodge, the 

roads turned curvy and the tops 

were down. The route included a 

portion of the infamous OH-555 

“Triple Nickel” and other less 

treacherous, but equally fun roads. 

We pulled in to our hotel with 

plenty of time to check in and 

freshen up for our dinner date with 

Sally, Linda, Randy and Peggy 

from the Mountain Miatas of East 

Tennessee. The company was 

great and we had a wonderful time 

as we traded stories with our 

fellow Miata fans.   

 

The following day we had to deal with the remains of a 

terrific storm that lit up the heavens overnight. Again, the 

skies were overcast and we had the occasional stray rain 

drop, but some were able to keep their tops down all day. 

Despite ominous polychromatic radar screens, the rain 

stayed mainly north of us and the weather overall turned out 

to be pretty good. Of course, the roads through the Wayne 

National Forest were absolutely extraordinary. The surfaces 

were in great shape, the scenery was fantastic and the 

curves were many. We were lucky enough to spot some 

wildlife including deer, wild turkeys, turtles, buzzards and 

more. As the morning sped along, the 

weather slowly improved though not enough 

for us to picnic as planned. Instead we 

hopped over the Ohio River into West 

Virginia and had lunch there. The sun was 

shining as we left the restaurant and headed 

for home. Some chose to drive along the 

Ohio River straight back to Marietta to check 

out the shopping opportunities. Randy, 

Peggy, Donna and I decided to dive back in 

to the forest for some more fun on the now 

dry curves. 

 

We all met again for a dinner and some 

spirits at the Marietta Brewing Company. After sampling some suds and grub we said our good-byes to 

our new friends from the Volunteer State and drifted back to the Lafayette for some well-deserved rest. 



 

 

I want to thank Mike Wheeler for liaising with the MM 

members and setting up everything at the Lafayette 

for us. We know we speak for Mike when Donna and I 

say, thank you to everyone who participated in the 

trip. To Peggy and Dave Berry, Rhonda and Steve 

Miller, Jean and Tony Zlocki, Kathy and Walt Helman, 

Ruth and Enrique (a.k.a. MPG) Ellenbogen and Gina 

and Tom Seay, we enjoyed your company, and thank 

you for your patience. We look forward to making this 

and other drives with all of you again. 

 



  

 
Mike, Chris and Miami Valley Miata Club 
 
On behalf of Mountain Miatas, especially Randy and Peggy Adkins, Linda Bailey and myself, I would like 
to express our thanks to all of you for a wonderful adventure weekend. We understand the work that went 
into arranging an event of this size and complexity. 
 
From the fabulous Lafayette Hotel, the meals, the drive, we all enjoyed the hospitality and new friends we 
made on this trip.  
 
We look forward to seeing many of you again in August and October when you make your way to TN for 
MATG and your fall color trips. We will be sure to plan something together for you one day of each of your 
trips.  

- Sally Morgan 

 

 

  



Miami County Barn Tour Drive and Dine 
 

Date: Saturday, June 17, 2017 – 8:30am, 9:00am depart for tour 

Meet: 2535 Ross Road, Charleston Falls Preserve, Tipp City, OH 45371 

Please join Randy and Lynda Mott for a driving tour of lovely and pastoral Miami County which will 

include a drive-by of 20 Bicentennial barns with different and unique quilt squares painted on them, a 

drive-by of our restored county court house, a visit to the historic Eldean Covered Bridge, and finish with 

lunch at the El Sombrero Mexican Restaurant whose owner sponsored the painter of the quilt squares. 

 

 

Please RSVP Randy Mott, jrmott@woh.rr.com, 

937-545-8772 

 

Links: 

 

http://homegrowngreat.com/attractions/barn-

quilts/, a listing of all of the barns 

 

http://www.elsombrerotroy.com/, a menu is 

available to view on their site 
 

 

   
 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

  

 

mailto:jrmott@woh.rr.com
http://homegrowngreat.com/attractions/barn-quilts/
http://homegrowngreat.com/attractions/barn-quilts/
http://www.elsombrerotroy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


Miatas at the Gap (MATG) XXI 

August 3-6, 2017 

 
Lodging Pre-announcement 

 
For those who are planning to join us for this annual event, please note that rooms have been set 
aside for us at the Townsend Gateway Inn: 

We are pleased to confirm your group booking of 8 rooms, for arrival on Thursday, August 3, 2017 
and departing Sunday, August 6, 2017. 

The following Room Types have been reserved for your group. 

3 - Single King Rooms, $78.00 per night, $263.53 for 3 nights, including all taxes. 
4 - Single Queen Rooms, $78.00 per night, $263.53 for 3 nights, including all taxes. 
1 - 2-bedroom Suite, $98.00 per night, $337.38 for 3 nights, including all taxes. 

All rooms require confirmed reservations with a credit card no later than 30 
days prior to arrival. 

Any unconfirmed rooms will be released back to the motel. 

Confirmed reservations that are cancelled less than 14 days prior to arrival will 
be subject to a cancellation fee equal to 1 night plus tax. 

If you have any questions, please contact us at 865-238-0123. 

 
 

Can’t get enough of the beautiful scenery and adventurous roads in the 
Smoky Mountains? Guess what, we’re going back in the fall! 

 
“Heads Up for this year’s Fall Foliage Adventure to 
the Smoky Mountains – Thu, Oct 19-Sun Oct 22, 
2017.  Limited hotel reservations now available at 
the Gateway Townsend Inn (865) 238-0123.  3 options for 
the three nights, taxes included:  $337.38 (2-bedroom 
suite), $268.53 (king or queen).  Also, let Steve Miller 
know you’re interested so he can keep a head 
count.  (937) 426-2229, sr.miller@sbcglobal.net”    

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sr.miller@sbcglobal.net


Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By: Ed Kramer and Tim Howard 

SHOP IS OPEN THIS THURSDAY AT 10:00. With those 
familiar words, another season has started here at the 
Kramer farm. Some highlights of projects already completed 
since Maintenance Day: 

● An extension for Patti Purdin’s clutch pedal  

● A ‘real’ oil pressure gauge install for my NB 

● A weld patch for Tim’s ‘Monster Miata’ hood 

● Dave Berry now has Redline flowing through his 
transmission and differential 

● A new radiator and condenser for Brian Leenheer’s track day car 

● Plus, the usual oil changes and summer tire swaps 
 
That’s a pretty good start since the middle of April! The best project done so far, this year has been on 
Gail Allen’s 2003se. So, Mike Allen drops me a note saying he needs some assistance on getting the 
cigarette socket to work. “Sure, bring it out this Thursday” I said. Mike apparently couldn’t wait, and went 
ahead and replaced the socket himself. I was thoroughly amazed at Mike’s ability, for not only did Mike 
replace the socket but the entire car with a brand-spanking new ND! Now that’s one repair you don’t get 
to see very often. 

 

  

Tim and Brian Leenheer finish up the radiator and condenser work on Brian’s track-day Miata 



  

 

  Tim sprays a coat of primer on the newly patched hood of his "Monster Miata" 

 

 

How is a sack of chicken feed a valuable shop tool?  Ask one of the crew! 

 



Is there a self-driving Miata in your future? 

Newsletter Editor’s Confession 

The story published in the April newsletter was a sham, a fake, a total work of fiction oozing from the 

fertile imagination of your friendly Newsletter Editor. If any of our dear readers took the story seriously, 

well then,  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

So, on a more serious note, this tidbit courtesy of Mike Wheeler: 
 
THE QUERY 
Dear Tech Support, 
 
Last year I upgraded from Boyfriend 5.0 to Husband 1.0 and noticed a distinct slowdown in overall system 
performance, particularly in the flower and jewelry applications, which operated flawlessly under Boyfriend 5.0.  

In addition, Husband 1.0 uninstalled many other valuable programs, such as Romance 9.5 and Personal Attention 
6.5, and then installed undesirable programs such as: NBA 5.0, NFL 3.0, and Golf Clubs 4.1. Conversation 8.0 no 
longer runs and House cleaning 2.6 simply crashes the system. 

Please note that I have tried running Nagging 5.3 to fix these problems, but to no avail. What can I do? 

Signed, 
Desperate. 
 
The response (that came weeks later out of the blue) 

Dear Desperate, 
First keep in mind, Boyfriend 5.0 is an Entertainment Package, while Husband 1.0 is an operating system.  
Please enter command: I thought you loved me.html and try to download Tears 6.2. Do not forget to install the Guilt 
3.0 update. If that application works as designed, Husband 1.0 should then automatically run the applications 
Jewelry2.0 and Flowers 3.5. 

However, remember, overuse of the above application can cause Husband 1.0 to default to Grumpy Silence 2.5, 
Happy Hour 7.0, or Beer 6.1. Please note that Beer 6.1 is a very bad program that will download the Farting and 
Snoring Loudly Beta version. Whatever you do, DO NOT, under any circumstances, install Mother-In- Law 1.0 as it 
runs a virus in the background that will eventually seize control of all your system resources. 

In addition, please, do not attempt to re-install the Boyfriend 5.0 program. These are unsupported applications and 
will crash Husband 1.0. 

In summary, Husband 1.0 is a great program, but it does have limited memory and cannot learn new 
applications quickly. You might consider buying additional software to improve memory and performance. We 
recommend: Cooking 3.0. 
 
Good Luck! 

 


