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The President’s Corner 

The Miami Valley Miata Club is off to a great start in 2020. At our February Meet 

& Greet at El Meson Restaurant, we had a fantastic turnout, the food was 

excellent, and we handed out the 2020 Miami Valley Miata Club Drivers 

Challenge books. If you missed the February Meet & Greet, we'll have copies of 

the Drivers Challenge Book at all our upcoming events to include our March 17 

Meet & Greet at T.J. Chumps in Huber Heights. Remember, March 17 is St. 

Patrick's Day, so be sure to wear something green!   

A few days before the March 17 Meet & Greet, Dave Berry is sponsoring the Saturday, March 14 

MVMC Event on "How to Plan a Drive" at 2 pm. If you've never planned a MVMC drive before, this is 

an event you don't want to miss.  Dave will be going over the components of a drive, how to pick a 

route, destination ideas, interesting things to look for on the route, what to avoid, the “all-important” 

where to eat, and how to plan the event from start to finish. This event will be held at Abiding Christ 

Lutheran Church in Fairborn, located at 326 East Dayton-Yellow Springs Road. Park in the back of 

the Church. The meeting will be in the Fellowship Hall at the back of the Church. Light refreshments 

will be provided. 

Reminder: for all events, drives, Meet & Greets, etc., please try to RSVP at least 24 hours before the 

activity to Pat Valley, our Membership Chair. Pat's email is trish529@earthlink.net.  This is really 

important to help us plan for activities, to make sure we have enough forms, restaurant reservations, 

etc. 

If you have any questions about our MVMC Drivers Challenge Book, please feel free to contact me 

at: Daniel.r.kirkpatrick@gmail.com or call me at: 937-673-4178. We have sponsors for all the Meet & 

Greets and have already been given some great new ideas to make the 2021 Drivers Challenge Book 

even better. 

Dan Kirkpatrick 
Miami Valley Miata Club President 
937-673-4178 

mailto:trish529@earthlink.net
mailto:Daniel.r.kirkpatrick@gmail.com
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MVMC 2020 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for 
which at least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 

 

3Date Event Host(s) Venue 
Mar 14 How to Plan a Drive Dave Berry Abiding Christ Lutheran Church, 

Fairborn 

Mar 17 Meet & Greet MVMC Officers TJ Chumps, Huber Heights 

Mar 28 British Transportation 
Museum/Packard Museum 

Bob Luken, Tony Zlocki Hopeland Street, S. Ludlow 
Street, Dayton 

Apr 11 Miata History Drake Daum TBA 

Apr 16-19 Dogwoods in Smoky Mountains Dan Kirkpatrick Maryville, Tennessee 

Apr 21 Meet & Greet MVMC Officers Tickets Pub & Eatery, Fairborn 

Apr 25 Shop Day Randy Mott, Tim Howard, 
Ed Walker 

Mott Farm, Casstown 

May 2 Poker Run Chuck & Pat Valley TBA 

May 3 Sunday Fun Day Tim Howard Moraine, OH 

May 15 Mecum Auction TBA Indianapolis, IN 

May 16 Plain Folk Café Drive & Dine Dave Berry Pleasant Plain, OH 

May 19 Meet & Greet MVMC Officers Rip Rap Roadhouse, Dayton 

May 27 Dayton Dragons Dave Berry Day Air Ballpark, Dayton 

 

  

President 

Dan Kirkpatrick 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Patti Purdin 

Rally Master 

Chuck Valley 

Vice President 

Jim Brokaw 

Membership Director 
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Tim Howard 
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Dave Berry 

Be sure to RVSP for any event you plan to attend 



From the Membership Desk 

by Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 

We added one new member in February. Please welcome Tim and Johanna West to the club! 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MVMC 2020 Virtual Rally 

By Dave Berry 

As we have done for the past number of years, club members gathered at the home of Dan and 

Norma Kirkpatrick in Fairborn on a chilly Saturday afternoon in February. It was time for the annual 

Virtual Rally – a day to have fun watching a movie, sharing food, socializing with friends, and tackling 

yet another set of Dave Berry’s challenging test questions. 

We welcomed 24 players (maybe our largest contingent in some time) with a briefing on the rules of 

the game, revealed the name of the movie, and handed out the first of two sets of questions. This 

year we chose to stray from the road and head for the rails, selecting Murder on the Orient Express 

(1974 release), a movie with a truly all-star cast that included Albert Finney, Vanessa Redgrave, Ingrid 

Bergman, Sir John Gielgud, Sean Connery, among other stars of stage and screen. Interestingly, only 

a few of the players had ever seen this film, and that made the test for the rest even more daunting. 

The plot of the movie unfolds in the winter of 1935 aboard a train that ran from Istanbul, Turkey to 

Calais, France. During the first overnight while in Yugoslavian territory, an enigmatic gentleman 

(Richard Widmark) is murdered in his compartment. The line’s director (Martin Balsam) is one of the 

travelers, and he does not wish to have the Yugoslav police involved. So, he turns to a fellow 

passenger, world-renowned detective Hercule Poirot (Finney) to try to solve the heinous crime while 

the train is delayed by a snowbank across the tracks.. Any number of surprises ensue from the 

assemblage of cagey passengers as they are questioned by Monsieur Poirot, who eventually 

uncovers how all are connected, and that in fact, all are guilty!   

The test, as usual per Mr. Berry, included not just things or dialogue found in the film, but also 

questions about the players, the geography of the region, and its history. Continuing a noteworthy 

record of victories in the quest, Debbie and Darden Whitaker narrowly captured first place, earning a 

Black & Decker electric buffer/polisher. Chris and Donna Vollmer took home a Bluetooth key finder 

March Birthdays 

03/06 Anne Talafous 
03/08 Gail Allen 
03/19 Mary Anne Blazer 
03/21 Heather Morgan 
03/21 Tim West 
03/22 Frank Hubbell 
03/23 Darden Whitaker 
03/23 Patti Purdin 
03/27 Joanne Vincent 
03/28 Susan Cain 
03/30 John Bowling 
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

New Members in 2020 

Tim & Johanna West 
Michael Ryan 

 

 



for second place, and the third-place Larry Roberts/Marilyn Rodney team claimed a Miata-themed 

coffee mug. 

 

Players filled Dan and Norma Kirkpatrick's lover level recreation area 

 

 

Dave Berry briefed the rules 

 

 

Chris Vollmer claims the prize for second place 

 

 

Third place prize is awarded to Larry Roberts 

 

Not pictured – first place winders Debbie and Darden Whitaker 



Miami Valley Miata Club 

Anniversary Logo Shirt or Cap 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Take your shirt or cap to Boomerang Embroidery 

(3008 Birdwood Road, Kettering). They will 

embroider the Miata Club Anniversary logo for 

$11.00. 

Add a name to the right side of the shirt for $4.00 

(block or script lettering) (plus tax). 

Provide your own cap, or order one 

from Lori’s website 

Boomerang's catalog: https://www.companycasuals.com/miata 

 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


February Meet & Greet at El Meson 

 

 

 

 

Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

by Tim Howard 

From the deep dark recesses of a rainy winter, it is hard to get one’s psyche to 

visualize spring and the warm weather and sunshine that it brings. Even harder 

is identifying jobs that can be done during cold weather in preparation for spring.  

After racking my brain, I came up with just such an activity. It can be 

accomplished on a mild winter day and will benefit you in the spring. If over the 

years you have accumulated some rock chips and door dings that take the glow 

off your favorite chariot, the winter doldrums (along with a little paint and elbow 

grease) offer you a chance to return that glow before warm weather arrives.  

In order to take advantage of this opportunity, you first need to accumulate a few materials. The most 

important is touchup paint, followed by a couple of touchup brushes, some rags, and solvent to clean 

the brushes. The expert touchup artist will likely have a few more tools in his arsenal, but the novice 

can proceed with only these armaments. 

Touchup paint is available from numerous sources… auto dealers, auto supply stores, auto paint 

stores, online, and probably others. If you go to an auto dealer, they will likely sell you a few ounces 

of paint in what looks like a lipstick tube which has a screw-off cap with a built-in brush. This is my 

least favorite paint alternative.  It is too expensive, the paint is too thick, it dries too fast, and the brush 

is too large for most stone chips and scrapes. Some also come with a ballpoint pen type of an 

applicator that I have never been able to use effectively.  

 

A nice crowd thoroughly enjoyed El Meson in West Carrollton 

 
 

Tim Howard, who arranged the 
gathering, presented a 

Certificate of Appreciation to 
our host, Mr. Castro 

 



I have had the best luck with spray cans of automotive touchup paint. These can be purchased from 

many sources. The very best is an auto paint store where they use a spectrometer to match your 

paint and then fill an aerosol can for you. This is also an expensive option, but one that gives you the 

best chance for a good color match. Unfortunately, paint stores that provide this service are few and 

far between (see me if you want the name of one). If you choose this option, remember to specify that 

you want the paint mixed as a single stage paint (in essence the clear coat is mixed with the color 

coat, not separate).  

Probably the best compromise of convenience, price, and quality is to visit the local auto parts store 

and order/purchase a can of pre-mixed auto touchup paint for the year and color of your car. On 

Miatas, the color code is included on the tag affixed to the door frame inside the driver’s side door.  

No matter where you purchase your paint, the color match is frequently directly proportional to how 

long you shake the can before applying the paint. My rule is shake it at least 3 times as long as the 

instructions on the container specify. In case you are wondering, I spray a quantity of paint into a 

container the size of a custard cup or small bowl (wear rubber gloves to protect your hands from 

overspray). I  then dip my brush into the custard cup and dab the paint into the stone chip or scrape.  

The best outcome is achieved when you fill the damaged area to just slightly above the undamaged 

paint surrounding the chipped area. Keep in mind that the paint will shrink when it dries. On larger 

areas, do not try to complete the repair in one application. Apply a second coat, or more as needed, 

after the previous coat has dried. 

With respect to brushes, use a small brush that will fit inside the chip or scrape. Try to minimize getting 

any paint outside the chip itself. Paint on the surrounding surfaces will be visible. When I am repairing 

stone chips, I use a brush that is approximately 1/16th of an inch wide. I purchase these brushes at a 

local art store and try to keep an array of different sizes on hand for touchup work. When you are 

dabbing paint into a stone chip, you want it to flow out and fill the damaged area (very thin paint, 

roughly the consistency of water, is best; aerosol spray paint is just about right). On the other hand, 

it is surprising how large an area you can cover using this dabbing technique, a small brush, and thin 

paint that flows well. 

Although it is not always necessary, on large repairs, once the damaged area is completely filled with 

paint and has dried for about a week, you can go over it with rubbing compound and blend it into the 

surrounding paint. If you do not have a lot of experience with a power buffer, I suggest that you buff 

by hand and wipe it clean frequently to check where you want to focus your attention. With patience, 

you can achieve astounding results. 

If it would be helpful, perhaps we could do a short touchup seminar at this year’s Spring Shop Day.  

Let me know if you would like to add this to the agenda. 

 

Miami Valley Miata Club Magnets! 

MVMC car magnets are available for $5  
each.  We recommend a pair so both sides  

of your Miata/MX-5 can publicize our  

great club during Drive & Dines!  

 

See Dave Berry for yours! 
  



  

 

An interactive session led by Dave Berry. Topics to be covered 
will include: 

• How to pick a destination, route, and starting point 
• Preparing and executing the drive 
• Things to look for, things to avoid 
• And many more 

When: Saturday, March 14, 2020, at 2:00pm 
Where: Abiding Christ Lutheran Church, 326 E. Dayton Yellow Springs Road, 
Fairborn, in the Fellowship Hall - park at the rear of the church 
What to bring: Pencil and paper to take notes (if you wish) 
Light refreshments will be provided 
 

Please RSVP to Pat Valley at trish529@earthlink.net 
 



Miami Valley Miata Club 

25th Anniversary Plaques 

Available in silver, gold, or white tone from member Bob Luken at a cost of $10.00 each 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices to Members: 

• At the beginning of February, an email notice was sent to all members who had renewed for 

2020. The notice contained the new login and password for the Members Only page of the 

Miami Valley Miata Club’s website. If you are a current member, and have not received the 

notice or have misplaced it, please contact Dave Berry, Webmaster, at 937-367-6879 or 

dinglebe@hotmail.com. 

• If you would like to take part in the nation’s biggest Miata gathering (even bigger than Miatas 

at the Gap!), the 2020 Miata Reunion has been scheduled for October 30th thru November 

1st, 2020, at Road Atlanta. Past events have been held far away at Laguna Seca in 

Monterey, California, so this will be your opportunity to join the fun only a day’s drive away! 

For more information, here is the website: https://miatareunion.com/  

 

  

 

Plate size is 5 inches by 7 inches, and the 

overall base size if 6 inches by 8 inches. 

Bob also can print a 24” x 36” poster of the 25th 

cake logo printed on glossy photo paper. Cost 

is $15.00. 

Contact Bob Luken at rpluken@earthlink.net 

mailto:dinglebe@hotmail.com
https://miatareunion.com/

