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President’s Corner 

by Tony Zlocki 

Fellow Members, 
 
Spring can't get here soon enough! I’m sure this is a sentiment shared by all. 

We are looking forward to getting out the Miata (topless if possible) for the first drive on April 6 to the 

Neil Armstrong Museum in Wapakoneta, Ohio. It’s a small museum but our group will get a guided 

tour at discounted rates if we have more than ten people participate. A VR will follow with more 

information. 

A reminder for the shop day at  Randy Motts farm on April 13; also, we hope to have a PDR man 

available for dent repair. E-mail Tim Howard if you are interested. 

  

   "The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 



 

Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2019 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

MVMC 2019 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for 
which at least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
3Date Event Host(s) Venue 

Mar 19 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

Apr 6 Neil Armstrong Museum Tony & Jeanne Zlocki Wapakoneta, OH 

Apr 13 Shop Day Randy Mott & Christy 
Haines 

Mott Farm, Casstown, OH 

Apr 16 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

Apr 27 Tail of the Lizard Drive & Dine Pat & Bonnie Sturgeon Aberdeen, OH 

May 11 Poker Run Chuck & Pat Valley TBA 

May 18 Plain Folk Café Drive & Dine Dave & Peggy Berry Pleasant Plain, OH 

May 21 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

May 30 Dayton Dragons Dave & Peggy Berry Fifth Third Field, Dayton, OH 

 

There have already been a couple of changes to the planned schedule shown in the February 

newsletter. April 19-21 Marietta Drive has been cancelled for the time being (it possibly will be re-

instated later). And to be added is the ‘Pet Fest” Car Show at Delco-Remy Park in Kettering on 

Saturday, September 28.   
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From the Membership Desk 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 
 

We have one new member in February:  Please welcome Heather Morgan to the Club. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

If you have not renewed your membership for 2019, this is your last newsletter.  Be sure 

to stay up with all the events happening! Renew now! 

 

Send a check made payable to Miami Valley Miata Club to:  Pat Valley, 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, 

Xenia, OH 45385 

Membership form: 
http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_12_2018.pdf 

  

March Birthdays 

03/03 Lori Powell 
03/06 Anne Talafous 
03/08 Gail Allen 
03/19 Mary Anne Blazer 
03/21 Heather Morgan 
03/22 Frank Hubbell 
03/23 Darden Whitaker 
03/23 Gary Gepfrey 

03/23 Patti Purdin 
03/28 Susan Cain 
03/30 John Bowling 

  

  

  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

New Members for 2019 

Heather Morgan 

Barry & Anissa Evans 

Paul & Karen Weglage 

 

 

 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_12_2018.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


2019 Virtual Rally 
By Dave Berry 

“He was a real stampeder.” 

Such was the epitaph spoken by Treasury agent, Troy Barrett, for moonshine runner Luke Doolin, 

upon the latter’s demise. Barrett and his partner had been chasing Doolin all over the roads from 

Harlan, Kentucky to Memphis, Tennessee, trying to put a stop to the transport of illegal liquor so 

prevalent in the southern Appalachians up to and beyond the 1950’s, where and when our film was 

set. Barrett, played by Gene Barry, was routinely frustrated by the daring and resourceful Doolin, 

played by Robert Mitchum (who wrote the original story for the movie and even co-wrote its theme 

song). 

Doolin wheeled his hopped up 1950 and 1957 Fords up and down twisty country roads, while also 

being hounded, shot at, and bombed by thugs who wanted to control the moonshine business. 

Unfortunately for their boss, the car bomb took out not Doolin, but one of his friends and Barrett’s 

partner by mistake. The Feds were none too pleased, and soon arrested the boss on murder charges.  

The roads where filming took place were in and around Asheville, North Carolina, and may have 

included some of the ones we’ve travelled in visits to the Tail of the Dragon. Other scenes were 

appropriately rustic, with old cabins, barns, still setups, and a few characters straight out of 

stereotyped casting. 

The movie was “Thunder Road”, a 1958 thriller that long ago achieved cult status, especially in 

southeastern states, and among those who credit its storyline for the origins of stock car racing in the 

south. At the home of Dan and Norma Kirkpatrick (always gracious hosts), our attendees to the Virtual 

Rally, 25 in all, did their best to answer 80 questions about things seen and heard in the movie, facts 

about the vehicles used, and a few about the players’ other roles in their careers and personal lives. 

In doing so, they learned that Ford into the 1950’s ran flathead V-8 engines, that Gene Barry  played 

“Bat Masterson” in a TV series of the same name, and that moonshine running did not really contribute 

many drivers to stock car racing but did provide mechanics. Their experience with engine and 

suspension tuning proved invaluable in the early days of what became NASCAR. 

Scoring the win with the most points were Debbie and Darden Whitaker, who took home a cool poster 

of Miata types through all five variations (NA, NB, NC1, NC2, ND). Pat Gould and Lee Korb finished 

second and were awarded a 1/24th scale Miata kit. Rounding out the winners were Chuck and Pat 

Valley whose prize was a nice Miata-themed coffee mug. 

  

  



 

Play Ball! 
 

Once again, members of the Miami Valley Miata Club have the opportunity to 

attend a group outing at a Dayton Dragons baseball game. 

 

The game we will attend is scheduled for May 30 at 7:00pm and pits the Dragons 

against the Lansing Lugnuts. We will work on setting up a pre-game get-together at a 

nearby venue such as Brixx Ice Company, as we did last year. 

23 tickets were ordered, and 15 have already been claimed. Don’t miss out on the 8 

remaining tickets. Cost is $8.00 for each ticket. Members and partners have first choice. 

If any tickets remain as game day approaches, they may be purchased for extended 

family and friends 

Contact Dave Berry right away at 937-367-6879 or dinglebe@hotmail.com to 

reserve your tickets. They will be distributed, and payment accepted, at upcoming 

Meet & Greets.  

 

mailto:dinglebe@hotmail.com


Miami Valley Miata Club 

Anniversary Logo 
Shirt or Cap 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Take your shirt or cap to Boomerang 

Embroidery (3008 Birdwood Road, Kettering). 

They will embroider the Miata Club 

Anniversary logo for $11.00. 

Add a name to the right side of the shirt for 

$4.00 (block or script lettering)  

(plus tax). 

Provide your own cap, or order 

one from Lori’s website 

Boomerang's catalog: https://www.companycasuals.com/miata 

 

Miami Valley Miata Club Magnets! 

  

MVMC car magnets are available for $5  

each.  We recommend a pair so both sides  

of your Miata/MX-5 can publicize our  

great club during Drive & Dines!  
 

 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Tim Howard 

While searching for topics for this month’s Shop Talk, it struck me that, during 

my tenure as a Technical advisor, one of the most asked about issues has been 

seat covers. The questions always vary a little, but they all boil down to 

something very similar. “My seat covers are worn out. What do you recommend 

as replacements? How hard are they to install, and How much do they cost?”  

Since I have a habit of buying heavily-worn project cars, it is an issue that I have 

dealt with multiple times. Although I  have written about the process of 

repairing/replacing worn out  upholstery in previous issues of Shop Talk, I have not previously tried 

to write a comprehensive article on the subject covering the various approaches, their advantages 

and disadvantages, including an idea of the cost and level of expertise necessary to accomplish the 

task. So, that is the objective of this month’s Shop Talk. 

I am going to proceed in the order that I experienced these different approaches. My first Miata 

upholstery upgrade started with my first Miata, a 2000 Special Edition. If you are not familiar with that 

model, it had light cream-colored leather seats. My car had spent most of its life in the Florida sun 

with the top down. As a result, after about 75,000 miles, the color was worn off many parts of the 

seats, and the leather was dried out and cracked in many places; but none of the cracks completely 

perforated the leather. In that instance, after researching refurbishing leather, I bought a kit online 

from Leather World. The kit included dye formulated to match my seats, leather cleaner, crack filler, 

and leather conditioner. The company had How-To videos on line, and the kit cost about $100.00. I 

removed the seats from the car, disassembled the backs from the seats, cleaned and prepped the 

leather, filled the cracks, and applied two coats of dye by hand with a small sponge. Excluding drying 

time, I think it took me about 4 

hours per seat. See a picture of 

finished seats at right. I think 

you will agree that they looked 

like new. I kept the car about 

two years after the repair and 

the seats  aged well with the 

exception that some of the 

cracks did reappear. I would 

rank this as a very successful 

repair and about a 7 out of 10 

in technical difficulty. If your 

leather is worn but not cracked, 

there is also spray dye 

available that I believe is less 

expensive and can be applied 

with less disassembly. I would 

judge that process to be about 

a 5 on a scale of 10 in difficulty.  

My second experience was with the white 1990 Monster Miata which had cloth seats with the cloth 

worn thru on the driver’s seat (156,000 miles). It also had some damage to the foam padding on the 

driver’s seat which required repair. In this instance I found simulated leather replacement upholstery 

on E-bay that was designed to replicate the look of the original seats. Upholstery means you remove 

 



the original seat covers and replace them with the new upholstery. This entails cutting off the original 

hog ring fasteners, repairing the damaged foam (if any), and then using hog rings to attach the new 

upholstery. The upholstery kit that I purchased cost less than $175.00, came with about 25 pages of 

detailed instructions, and it fit like a glove. I would estimate that I had about 6 to 8 hours per seat 

invested in the process and I would rank the technical requirements at a 9 or 10. Although if I do say 

so myself, the results were outstanding (see photo below). I might also add that I am not sure that my 

forearms and elbows will ever be the same. I would not recommend this approach if you are not an 

experienced do-it-yourselfer. 

My third experience was with the Green Monster (1990 Monster Miata 165.000 miles). This car also 

had cloth seats that 

were terribly worn 

with some foam 

damage that 

required repair. This 

time I chose to 

purchase simulated 

leather seat covers. 

Seat covers are 

tailored to fit over the 

original  upholstery 

and are usually held 

in place by some 

form of elastic or 

Velcro fastener, not 

hog rings. Based 

upon my experience 

with other Moss 

Motors products, I 

 

 



chose Moss seat covers. The simulated leather covers cost about $225.00, but Moss does offer an 

array of  products made of other materials that are less expensive. I must say that the quality of this 

product was very high, and it was much easier to install than the upholstery approach described  

above.  As you can see from the photo above, the finished results are quite acceptable. I should tell 

you that to achieve this result given the age on this car, I did go beyond the manufacturer’s instructions 

and repaired some foam damage and used some spray glue judiciously to enhance the fit. All that 

said,  I estimate that the installation time is 1 to 2 hours per seat with a technical difficulty of 4 to 5 on 

a scale of 10.  

It is probably appropriate to tell you that I just ordered a set of leather seat covers from Moss Motors 

for my latest project car. This approach seems to be an excellent compromise for a daily driver. If 

you are building a show car, I would recommend upholstery as opposed to seat covers. 

  

 

25th Anniversary Plaques 

Available in silver, gold, or white tone from member Bob Luken at a cost of $10.00 each 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Plate size is 5 inches by 7 inches, and the 

overall base size if 6 inches by 8 inches. 

Bob also can print a 24” x 36” poster of the 25th 

cake logo printed on glossy photo paper. Cost 

is $15.00. 

Contact Bob Luken at rpluken@earthlink.net 


