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ZOOM  ZOOM 

The President’s 

Corner 

 Next Meet n Greet Tuesday on the 18th  

Chappy’s Tap Room on Alex-Bell in West Carrollton. 

Have you had enough!  What a winter this has been.  The 

weather, a great conversation starter, ha!  Well, I used to 

say that every day is one day closer to spring, but even 

now I am beginning to think spring may not come! 

 
Of course spring will be here soon, and top down driving 

will take up our evening drives, weekend jaunts and er-

rands and just plain fun driving the little Miata or MX5 

depending on your take. 

 
The club is active with a March drive and euchre tourna-

ment at the Sturgeons. Our meet and greet will be at 

Chappy’s Tap Room on Alex-Bell in West Carrollton.  

The April meet and greet will be at Company 7 in Engle-

wood. 
It looks like we had about 66 responders for our first ever 

club survey; thank you all for the great response.  We are 

tabulating the results and Fred Tuzzi will report to the 

general membership very soon.   

 

In the meantime, stay warm, drive safely and hope for warm weather to come soon for top down driving fun. 

 

Thanks -- Steve 
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March 

6 Board Meeting   

15 Euchre Party  

18 meet & Greet at Chappy’s 

April 

15   Meet&Greet, Company 7 in Englewood 

19   Club Maintenance Day 

25-27  Mitty at Road Atlanta 

May 

1   Board Meeting 

2-3  Brown County Indiana (see page 10) 

20   Meet&Greet, Tropics 

June 

17   Meet&Greet, Brixx Ice Company 

29   Vintage Grand Prix, Mid-Ohio 

July 

3   Board Meeting 

22   Annual Picnic and Clinic, Kramer Farms 

24-27  Miatas at the Gap 

August 

2   British Car Day, Eastwood Park 

19   Meet&Greet, Chop House 

September 

4   Board Meeting 

14   Concours D’Elegance 

16   Meet&Greet, Guiliano’s 

October 

21   Meet&Greet, Jeff Schmidt 

November 

18   Meet&Greet, location to be determined 

December 

   Christmas Party 

31   Polar Bear Run 

 

Details for events will be forthcoming through the upcoming newsletters as well as emails. 

But you can get the advance scoop by attending the next M&G on Tuesday March 18. 

2014 EVENTS 
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THE MITTY 
 

Folks, 

The Holy Grail for gear heads and sports car aficionados is fast approaching.  What could that be you say?  

 It's The Mitty at Road Atlanta on April 25-27  

First, it starts and ends with a fantastic spirited drive through the Great Smoky Mountains.  Then at Road At-

lanta, are all these people who speak the same language and love the same lines, curves and sounds that you 

do!  

Brian Redman will be Grand Marshal overseeing some great historic open wheel racing. (Check out "The 

Mitty" website).  Flyin' Miata will be there to answer all your questions and tempt you with some outstanding 

toys. 

I have reserved three rooms and two have already been spoken for.  I know it's early but to get a room near 

the track requires advance planning.  

Call Ed Kramer for more details at 937-862-4434 or email at kramerfarms@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

Virtual Rally 
 

On a beautiful February Saturday (yes, there actually was one of those), 20 of us gath-

ered at the home of Dan and Norma Kirkpatrick in Fairborn - including our member Tim 

Miller all the way from Valparaiso, IN who brought his delicious brownies - to engage 

once again for the Annual Virtual Rally. The program was put together so completely by 

Mike Wheeler who had to be called away unexpectedly by the death of his sister. Dan 

Kirkpatrick not only hosted but served most ably as Rally Master. 

The movie was Goldfinger and most of us hadn't seen it previously. In this day and age 

it was a little campy which made it even more fun. So as we munched on all the fabu-

lous snacks and desserts brought in, we watched some terrific car-related chases and 

scenes. Good choice, Mike, and quite different from what we've watched in the past. 

When it came time for the scoring, there were lots of moans and groans. The questions 

were really hard! so a volley of Boos, Hisses, and Throw the Bum Out - and worse - 

could be heard around the room (most especially from the 2 Karens!). Between Mike's 

difficult questions and Dan's iron foot on the proper answers (the Rally Master is always 

right), we still had winners. 1st Place was won by Larry Roberts and Marilyn Rodney. 

2nd Place went to Chris and Donna Vollmer. And coming in 3rd were yes, those two 

Karens, Karen Francis and Karen Maas. 

Thanks so much to the Kirkpatricks for their wonderful hospitality, to Mike Wheeler for 

such detailed planning, and to Dan Kirkpatrick for stepping in. Most of all, kudos to all 

who participated. 

Dorothy T 

mailto:kramerfarms@sbcglobal.net
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MVMC 7th Annual St. Patrick’s Euchre Party 
a.k.a. 

Gears, Games, and Grub 

By Lee Korb, Pattric Gould, and Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon 

When: 

Saturday, March 15, 2014--12:00 til 4:00(ish) 

(R.S.V.P. by March 13—so we can plan table arrangements) 

Where: 

Pat & Bonnie’s, 1180 Dorchester Road, Xenia 

Gears: 

Weather permitting, we will start with a drive through Greene County 

with your Miata or winter substitute. 

Grub: 

Then a little lunch, bring something to share, club will provide drinks. 

Games: 

Finish up with a Euchre tournament.  (Space limits us to 5 tables) 

Prizes for first and last! 

POC 

Pat & Bonnie, oma.sturgeon@gmail.com, 372-3615 (home) 

 

You don’t need to be an experienced Euchre player (OR IRISH)…come, learn, or just watch and 

enjoy the day!  Hope to see you there (in your green)! 

mailto:oma.sturgeon@gmail.com
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The Wright Roadster is the official newsletter of the Miami Valley Miata Club.  Subscriptions are available as part of membership in the club.  Archived issues, 

membership applications and additional club information may be found on the club website, www.miamivalleymiataclub.com, or contact the membership officer. 

For more information, contact the editor. 

Advertising– There is no charge for members to advertise Miata related items and services. 

Disclaimer: Any information contained herein is used strictly at the reader’s owner risk. The MVMC, its officers, and anybody else are not liable for any of the mate-

rial you read about and try to accomplish, which may void your warranty and/or damage your toy. Just because you read it does not mean it works. 

Save the Date! 

Friday, May 2nd  

Nashville, Indiana 

“Artists Colony of the Midwest” 

Contact Hidden Valley Inn (877-988-9099) for reservations 

 19 rooms are being held for MVMC until April 1st 

 $109 per room (plus tax, etc.) charged to card upon reservation 

 Let them know you are with the MVMC to get the discounted rate 

 2nd night (Saturday) can be reserved at same rate reduced rate, if interested 

 2 weeks cancellation policy 

Lunch will be at the Story Inn, just south of Nashville 

 They will provide a Limited menu (details to follow) 

Since we will be having a late lunch, “Dinner” will be at the Gatesville Country Store.  Those who 

have been before know that this is a campfire...hot dogs, marshmallows, deli sandwiches, chips, 

drinks can be purchased at the camp store.   

 More information will be available on the website and in the March newsletter! 

To RSVP or any questions contact Pat or Bonnie at: 

Home:  937-372-3615      Pat:  937-532-8550       Bonnie:  937-532-3994 

oma.sturgeon@gmail.com 
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Shop Talk is continued on page 8 

Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 
Ed & Tim                                                           

 

Recently I began to notice that the fluid level in the radiator expansion tank on my 2000 Miata was falling 

very gradually.  In addition, an inspection of the radiator showed some buildup of corrosion around the top 

seam, as well as a slight amount of moisture visible under the foam rubber air seal that runs across the top 

edge of the radiator.  A quick trip to Ed Kramer’s to use his radiator pressure tester was final confirmation 

that my radiator although still functional, was leaking.  This was both bad and good news for me.  Bad news 

in that I need to replace my radiator, good news in that it provides an opportunity for a Shop Talk article.  

Fortunately, installing a new radiator is a relatively straight forward process.  It took me about two hours for 

the complete process, with a minimum of tools.  On a scale of 1 to 5, I would assign a difficulty rating of 

about two to the process.   

The first step in the process is to jack up the front end of the car, high enough to get under the front end with 

a drain to catch the anti-freeze that you will be draining out of the radiator. Keep in mind that anti-freeze is 

considered to be a pollutant by the EPA, and should be collected carefully to avoid spills, and should be dis-

posed of in a proper manner.  Also be careful that pets, children, and adults that might try to drink the anti-

freeze, cannot get access.   Anti-freeze is poisonous if ingested. Something to keep in mind is that your exist-

ing anti-freeze if relatively new, and clean, can be reused. 

As always, the car should be jacked up using the recommended jacking points, and should be braced on jack 

stands before you begin work.  It is important to make sure that the engine is cold before you start this proc-

ess (do not take the cap off of a hot radiator, or drain hot antifreeze).  The second step in this process is to 

drain the existing anti-freeze.  This is done from under the car.  If you haven’t previously been under your 

Miata, you should know that the underside of the engine compartment is fully enclosed by a plastic cover 

that increases the vehicle’s aerodynamics.  There is a hole in the front passenger side of that cover that is 

there to provide access to the radiator drain.  The drain plug is made to be installed/removed with a Phillips 

screw driver.  Position your drain pan (7 to 8 quart capacity) before you remove the plug.  Once the fluid has 

all drained out, reinstall the drain plug. 

The next step is to locate the trap door in the driver’s side of the aerodynamic cover.  This door covers the 

lower radiator hose connection.  After you have gained access, the first thing to do here is to loosen the hose 

clamp on the radiator and move it down the hose toward the engine.  Now place the drain pan under the hose 

connection to catch the fluid that remains in the hose when you disconnect the hose.  Sometimes it helps to 

slip the hose off if you insert a small screwdriver between the hose and the radiator outlet to loosen it up be-

fore you pull it off.  In my case this step was unnecessary, the hose came off easily with a slight twist and 

pull.  At this point remove the drain pan and put it in a safe place until you need it later.  

The next step requires you to move to the topside of the engine compartment.  Your first action from this po-

sition is to remove the intake air duct (See Picture Red Arrow). The second action is to remove the 4 upper 

cooling fan mounting bolts (See Yellow Arrows), and the four lower mounting bolts which are located on the 

bottom of the fan, directly below the yellow arrows.  You must also disconnect the electrical connections 

from each fan.  The passenger side connection is outboard of the fan on the passenger side of the car, while 

the driver’s side connection is on the back of the fan its self (See Blue Arrows).  When you have accom-

plished all of the above, you can simply lift each fan out of the car.  You are now ready to remove the upper 

radiator hose which is located on the passenger side of the car.  Here you simply repeat the procedure used 

on the lower hose. 
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Shop Talk continued 

 
 

You are now finally ready to remove the radiator.  There are two clamps on top of the radiator holding it in 

place.  Simply remove the two nuts (noted on the picture by the white arrows), lift off the clamps, and you are 

ready to remove the radiator.  This is accomplished by simply pulling the radiator upward.  Once you have the 

radiator out, you will notice that there are two positioning pins on the bottom of the radiator that guide it into 

the proper position, and also help to hold it in place. 

Installing the new radiator is simply the reverse of the removal process.  One thing to note  is that the position-

ing pins on the radiator are covered by rubber insulators.  My replacement radiator did not have have these in-

sulators, so I needed to remove them from my old radiator and install them on the new radiator before I put it 

in the car.  The other precautionary check is to make sure that the drain plug on the new radiator is in place and 

tight before installation. 

With the new radiator completely installed you are now ready to fill the radiator and overflow tank to the full 

mark.  When this is done, make sure that the radiator cap is in place and tight.  It is now time to start the car 

and let it idle for 10 minutes, with the heater on and set to its hottest position.  Check the engine temperature 

gauge frequently to make sure that engine is not overheating.  Also check all hose connections to make sure 

that they are tight and not leaking.  After the engine has achieved normal operating temperature get in the car 

and run the engine up to 2000 to 2500 RPM for a minute or so for a final check before turning the engine off.   

This last step is primarily to get all air bubbles out of the system before you button it up and begin normal use.  

 

Tim Howard 
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The Miata Club has a Facebook Presence.   

PLEASE BE ASSURED THAT NO PERSONAL INFORMATION WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE ON 

ANY FACEBOOK PAGE. YOUR EMAILS WILL CONTINUE TO BE SAFELY HELD IN THE MEM-

BERS SECTION OF THE WEBSITE. 

For those of you not on Facebook, you must become a member to find the Miata Club page.  Simply go to the 

link below to join: 

https://www.facebook.com/ 

You will need a valid email address to join.  Hotmail and Gmail are free emails if you don’t have one. After 

joining, or for those of you who are members of Facebook, become a friend of Miata Club. Our link is: 

https://www.facebook.com/miata.club.7 

Only the administrator or board members logged in to the Miata Club account can see or post to this page but, 

if you become a “friend,” and you are a club member of the Miata Club, you will be invited to the group page. 

You will be able to post to the group page and only members of the group will see it. This page is by invitation 

only and located at: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/249243428586958/ 

From that page, any member can post a spontaneous drive, post things for sale or send out a general notice or 

reminder of the next meet and greet. 

If you have any questions on accessing Facebook, contact Peggy Berry (937) 304-4922 or paber-

ryrn@msn.com for help.   

ANOTHER CHANCE 
To my left, nothing but cat tails, to my right a twenty-foot grass and snow covered hill, straight ahead in the 

distance a bridge with a big green sign saying “Harlem Ave 43 north”, in my lap- Morgan. Time to call AAA.  

“Are you OK?” “Yes I am fine”.  “We will give you top priority; a tow truck will be there within an hour.” 

Rewind fifteen seconds.  It’s 2 in the afternoon, moderate traffic, light rain/snow coming down. I’ll be home 

by three.  I need to get everything ready for my Treasurer sub, pick up my mail, get a chest x-ray, have dinner, 

and head off to dog training. 

In an instant the road in front of me is gone.  In its place is a fast moving scene of cars, grass, highway, and 

light poles.  I know I am in a spin; I have been there before doing autocross.  I calmly wait for the impact.  I 

know it will come and I also know it may be the last thing I hear and feel. There is nothing I can do but wait.  

I think I did a 360 plus a 180.  The knee deep grass stopped the spin and I went into the gully backwards stop-

ping at the edge of a swamp.   

After ten minutes it got pretty exciting. I had been reported as a roll-over resulting in a fire truck, ambulance, 

and two squad cars. The first tow driver said I was too far in for him to pull out. It was obvious he was looking 

for easy jobs only.  It wasn’t until five that I got finally got pulled out. Ten minutes after my spin-out I heard 

the unmistakable sound of metal on metal. I could not see the road from where I was so I walked up the hill. A 

damaged car was on the shoulder and another one was in a gully jammed into a group of small trees. Then I 

heard sirens and saw flashing lights up on the Harlem avenue bridge.  I went back to Redbat and turned on the 

traffic report; numerous spin outs on I-80 near Harlem between routes 57 and 355.  Traffic backed up on I-80 

east of Harlem. A rolled over semi on I-80-90-94.  

There is no damage to me, the car, or Morgan. I paced off the skid through the grass, about 150 feet.  Its path 

off the shoulder went exactly half way between two of the big interstate light poles.  

What are my thoughts right now? You have been given another chance, use it wisely.  

Bill Bateman 

This happened to me in December 2008 

https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/miata.club.7
https://www.facebook.com/groups/249243428586958/
mailto:paberryrn@msn.com
mailto:paberryrn@msn.com
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Dear MX-5 Miata Enthusiast Clubs, 
 

 
 

Let me start this note by introducing myself. My name is Nobuhiro Yamamoto, and I am the program man-

ager for the upcoming fourth-generation Mazda MX-5 Miata. I have worked at Mazda for 40 years, primar-

ily in the product development and R&D areas.  While I have been lucky enough to have led the develop-

ment of Rotary engine and sports car, being given the responsibility to bring Mazda's brand icon to reality is 

the most challenging -- and exciting -- job I could have asked for. 

 
As my team put ideas in place for what the next-generation MX-5 Miata must be, we spent many hours and 

days and weeks looking back at the history of this car.  The more we researched the car, the more we real-

ized that MX-5 is more than just a car, it is a part of our owners' lives. I myself have owned an MX-5, so I 

know the passion it is easy to feel for this car.  Because of that, I wanted to send this letter to every MX-

5 owner, to thank you for your passion towards your car, your passion for the Mazda brand and your trust 

in Mazda in general. 

 
This month we celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Miata. It was on February 9, 1989, that we introduced 

the car to the world's press and enthusiasts, bringing fun back to the roads and the joy of car ownership back 

to enthusiasts everywhere. Since then, we have sold more than 920,000 

Miatas around the world.  Mazda will be celebrating this milestone around the world with special events and 
recognitions. 

 
I wish I could tell you all about the work my team has been doing to bring the Next MX-5 Miata to life, but 

it is too soon to do so at this time. You have my word, however, that the new car will embody everything 

you have always loved about Miata.  It will be light, nimble, efficient and, most importantly, fun.  I hope you 

will love it, as much as you love your cars now. 

 
Please stay tuned to www.MazdaUSA.com for more information, we will have much more to share with you 

over the next few months 

 
Yours in Zoom-Zoom, 

 

 
 

Nobuhiro Yamamoto 

4th Generation Mazda MX-5 Miata Global Program Manager 


