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ZOOM  ZOOM 

The President’s Corner 
Well, another winter 

month down and only 

three weeks until spring!  

The clubs next Meet ‘n 

Greet will be held on the 

second last day of win-

ter.  Winter is usually a 

time of inactivity for a 

sports car club but 

we’ve had a road rally, 

virtual rally so far this year.  I know, the road rally 

should have happened last year but what can we do 

about the weather? 

 

I’m going to save a little space in this month’s 

Wright Roadster.  In January we started introducing 

each of the club directors by presenting a self writ-

ten bio each month.  This month it’s my turn and 

since I already have a column I’m taking advantage 

of it so as to not bore you too much. 

 

I’ve been a car guy pretty much all my life, at least 

since high school.  I had a subscription to Road & 

Track magazine in 1962 and Jimmy Clark was my 

boyhood hero!  After high school, my military ca-

reer as an enlisted man limited my car choices some-

what.  I still was able to own a big block Dodge Po-

lara, a Charger, a Roadrunner, a ’63 Galaxie 500 XL 

convertible, a Fiat 124 Spyder, a Magnum XE with 

T-Tops, and a Volvo 1800S like Roger Moore drove 

as “The Saint” on TV.  I loved them all and they all 

had pretty much the same thing in common, I had to 

carry a tool box everywhere I went.  Those were in-

terspersed with a variety of motorcycles over the 

many years.  It seems that I had everything from a 

Cushman with a centrifugal clutch to a big shaft-

drive Suzuki that sat in my garage for 10 years be-

fore being given away.  Does anyone know where I 

can get a Cushman Eagle with a tank shift? 

  One day, my wife suggested that I get a car like a 

“normal” person.  It happened to be my birthday and 

with that in mind I said “let’s go look at cars.”  

Thinking we were going to a car show at Hara 

Arena, she was surprised when I turned across the 

street to Arena Mazda.  That afternoon I drove home 

in a “normal” car, a 2001 Emerald Mica Mazda 

Miata and I haven’t needed to carry a toolbox since!  

One winter afternoon in January, I appeared to be 

wondering aimlessly around the house bored, so the 

wife said “why don’t you go look at cars?”   
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Welcome New Member 

Miami Valley Miata Club  2013 Officers 

President 

Mike Wheeler 

Vice President 
Steve Trego 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Loughlin 

 

Tech Advisor 

 

Membership Dorothy and Fred Tuzzi 

News Letter 
Bill Bateman 

 

Past President  

Debbie Thompson 
  

  

Rally Master 

Paul Haller 

 

Web Master 
Steve Hayden 

                     OUR CLUB SPONSOR 

 

 
Gordon Stafford 3/1 

Anne Talafous 3/6 

Chris Jeffery 3/12 

Mary Ann Blazer 3/19 

Donna Vollmer 3/21 

Birdie Hilbing 3/26 

Joanne Vincent 3/27 

John Bowling 3/30 

March Meet-n-Greet 

Date   Tuesday March 19 

Time  6:30 (some come early) 

Location  TJ Chumps 1100 E. Dayton-Yellow Springs Rd, Fairborn

   937 318-1250 

Brian Thompson of Beavercreek 

who drives a 1991 Red (of course!) 



 

Wright Roadster March 2013 3 

The Wright Roadster is the official newsletter of the Miami Valley Miata Club.  Subscriptions are available as part of membership in the club.  Archived issues, 

membership applications and additional club information may be found on the club website, www.miamivalleymiataclub.com, or contact the membership officer. 

For more information, contact the editor. 

Advertising– There is no charge for members to advertise Miata related items and services. 

Disclaimer: Any information contained herein is used strictly at the reader’s owner risk. The MVMC, its officers, and anybody else are no t liable for any of the 

material you read about and try to accomplish, which may void your warranty and/or damage your toy. Just because you read it does not mean it works. 

Meet n Greets start at 6:30 (many of us get there early) 

For dates, times and details of events go to our web site at  

www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

Continued from page 1 

That afternoon I drove home in a 2006 Brilliant Black 6AT Mazda Miata that I affectionately refer to as 

“Max”.  I don’t get to go look at cars much anymore.  However when the 2014s come out . . .  Since I joined 

the MVMC in 2001 I’ve been honored to hold the position of Secretary/Treasurer, Newsletter Editor (I took 

us digital in 2005), President in 2006, then vice President last year and now I serve again as club President.  

Each office has been a learning experience and enjoyable so I would encourage all of you to try your hand at 

leading the club in some capacity. 

  Outside of work and the MVMC I spend the warm months as a racing official with Lake Erie Communica-

tions supporting both professional and amateur racing at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course.  Being a corner 

worker during an Indy Car race is about the most exciting thing I’ve ever done.  You just can’t get closer to 

racing without being a driver.  The track is in northern Ohio near Mansfield and just a little too far to com-

mute on a daily basis so weekends are spent camping.  Late last year I acquired an “all aluminum” pop up 

camper that I pull behind Max and I hope to bring it to a MVMC event soon.  Our cars may be small but that 

doesn’t mean they’re limited! 

  I enjoy our cars and I enjoy the time spent with all of you.  I hope to get to know each of you a little better 

as time goes on.  Well enough about me! 

 

In February we held a Virtual Rally hosted by Fred and Dorothy Tuzzi.  Thanks to member Rick Lach for 

arranging the facility. Great time and “Cars 2” was a great movie.  Thanks Fred and Dorothy!   And coming 

up, I’m looking forward to wearing ‘o the green. 

 

The top down driving season is just about upon us so start shining up those Miatas.  If you have any heavy 

work, save it for the Spring Maintenance day that will be coming up in a couple of months.  By the way, we 

still need a Tech Advisor.  Anyone?  Anyone? 

Mike Wheeler 

Brilliant Black ‘06 

MEMBERSHIP 

The latest updated membership directory has now been posted to our website under the Members Only tab, 

where you can see the full information of our members as of February 28. It is hoped all of you received the 

new User and Password keys to that section. If for some reason you do not have them, please let us know. 

 

Dorothy and Fred Tuzzi 

436-9425 

dorf2z@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com
mailto:dorf2z@sbcglobal.net


 

Wright Roadster March 2013 4 

MIAMI VALLEY MIATA CLUB 
IDEAS FOR DRIVE-N-DINES OR JUST DRIVES 

 

As most of you know, we are always hopeful that more members, especially those who have not arranged a 

drive of any type, will step forward and organize a drive that would be of interest to them and to the member-

ship. Even though we always try to impart upon the uninitiated how easy it is to set one up, please believe it, it 

really is rather simple. This is further explained in the Club’s web site’s ‘Document’ section for the How to 

Plan a Drive-n-Dine V1.3 document. Another thought is that the choosing of a destination might be a handicap 

thus preventing one from stepping up. Please know that you can always ask other members for help – contact 

any of us for any assistance, because I, as Rally Master, as well other members, will be more than happy to 

help out. Therefore, just maybe the list below will motivate more than one member over the hump. Remember, 

all drives don’t have to end up at a restaurant – we all bought our Miatas to have fun driving them and to enjoy 

top-down 2-seater sports-car fun, so ‘just drives’ are great. Look over the list of some ideas to see and do 

around southeast Miami Valley and around Ohio. Check out Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky – there is a myriad of 

‘stuff’ to see and do – to drive. Whatever strikes your fancy/whatever you come up with - go there and check it 

out before you check with the Rally Master about a schedule for the event. Starting with 3 interesting ideas in 

Clinton County and then out and about Ohio, put your thinking caps on and step up. 

 

Clinton County’s ‘Barn Quilt Trail’: a self-guided tour of 54 beautifully hand crafted paintings of quilts em-

blazoned on the sides of barns around the county that depict a different era of history over the last 200 years. 

Check out this link to see a 5+ minute video (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSU_CjBrgnE) of the 54 

barns displaying quilt blocks around the county. A brochure of the 54 barn tour can be obtained from the Clin-

ton County Convention and Visitors Bureau, 13 N. South Street, Wilmington, OH 45177, (877) 4 A VISIT 

(428-4748) info@clintoncountyohio.com. 

 

Horsefeathers Farm: a small family farm specializing in the propagation of Wallabies under the sponsorship 

of the Cincinnati Zoo. They raise Bennet Wallabies, endangered rma Wallabies and other Australian animals. 

Phone 937-289-3504 or their web site  http://horsefeathersfarmonline.com/Contact_The_Farm.html describes 

the details of the opportunities – picnic, costs, hours, etc.  

 

KB Alpaca Farm: another small family farm that specializes in raising and breeding one of every color Hua-

caya Alpacas. It’s a personal setting for visitors to learn, view and touch these magical creatures, and it a full 

service farm as well as a fiber mill, America’s Natural Fiberworks. Phone 513-324-2151 or their web site 

http://www.kbalpacas.com/ describes all the features, etc. 

 

4. New, Previous, etc.: 

Ohio Caverns, West Liberty, West Liberty, http://www.ohiocaverns.com/, 937-465-4017. 

Zane Caverns, Bellefontaine, http://www.zaneshawneecaverns.net/, 937-592-9592. 

Seneca Caverns, Bellevue, http://www.senecacavernsohio.com/, 419-483-6711. 

Indian Trails Caverns, Carey, http://www.indiantrailcaverns.com/, 419-387-7773 

Olentangy Caverns, Delaware, http://www.olentangyindiancaverns.com/, 740-548-7917 

Piatt Castles, West Liberty, http://www.piattcastles.org/piattcastles/Home.html, 937-465-2821 

Bonnybrook Farms, Clarksville, http://www.bonnybrookfarms.com/,  

937-289-2500 

Wyandot Popcorn Museum, http://www.wyandotpopcornmus.com/,  

740-287-4255 

COSI – Center of Science & Industry, Columbus, http://www.cosi.org/, 614.228.2674 

American Sign Museum, Cincinnati, http://www.signmuseum.org/,  

513-541-6366 
 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.com/forms/DnD%20Planning%20Guide%20V1.3.pdf
http://miamivalleymiataclub.com/forms/DnD%20Planning%20Guide%20V1.3.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSU_CjBrgnE
mailto:info@clintoncountyohio.com
http://horsefeathersfarmonline.com/Contact_The_Farm.html
http://www.kbalpacas.com/
http://www.ohiocaverns.com/
http://www.zaneshawneecaverns.net/
http://www.senecacavernsohio.com/
http://www.indiantrailcaverns.com/
http://www.olentangyindiancaverns.com/
http://www.piattcastles.org/piattcastles/Home.html
http://www.bonnybrookfarms.com/
http://www.wyandotpopcornmus.com/
http://www.cosi.org/
http://www.signmuseum.org/
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Please contact Paul Haller (paulhaller@hotmail.com) if you have a copy of the overnight trip we did 

about 3 years ago to Marietta to visit the Blennerhassett Mansion on that island in the Ohio River and to 

drive Route 536. 

America’s Packard Museum, Dayton, http://www.americaspackardmuseum.org/the_museum.html, 

937.226-1710 

Bob Evans Homestead Museum, Rio Grande, 

http://www.bobevans.com/ourfarms/bobevansfarm/homestead.aspx#,  

800-994-3276 

Cincinnati Reds Hall of Fame, Cincinnati, http://cincinnati.reds.mlb.com/cin/hof/index.jsp, 513-765-

7923 

Blue Ridge Parkway, Ashville, NC, previously done in 2004, http://www.blueridgeparkway.org/, 828-

670-1924, previously done in 2004, go to ‘Roads Less Traveled’ in Members Only portion of our 

MVMC web site 

Greene County Covered Bridge Tour, http://bridgehunter.com/oh/greene/, previously done in 2004, go 

to ‘Roads Less Traveled’ in Members Only portion of our MVMC web site 

Bicycle Museum of America, New Bremen; http://www.bicyclemuseum.com/, 419-629-9249, previ-

ously done in 2004, go to ‘Roads Less Traveled’ in Members Only portion of our MVMC web site 

Houston Inn, Lebanon OH, http://www.thehoustonrestaurant.com/ordereze/default.aspx, 513-398-

7377, previously done - go to ‘Roads Less Traveled’ in Members Only portion of our MVMC web 

Hueston Woods State Park Restaurant, College Corner OH, http://huestonwoodslodge.com/dining/, 

513-664-3500, previously done - go to ‘Roads Less Traveled’ in Members Only portion of our 

MVMC web site 

Loveland Castle, Loveland, http://www.lovelandcastle.com/, 513-683-4686, previously done - go to 

‘Roads Less Traveled’ in Members Only portion of our MVMC web 

The Scioto Ribber Restaurant, Portsmouth, 

http://www.urbanspoon.com/r/240/1136664/restaurant/Ohio/Scioto-Ribber-Portsmouth, 740-353-

9329, previously done - go to ‘Roads Less Traveled’ in Members Only portion of our MVMC web 

site 

Whitewater Valley Railroad, Connersville IN, http://www.whitewatervalleyrr.org/, 765-825-2054 

East Coast Timing Association, Wilmington OH (Airborne Park), http://www.ecta-lsr.com/, The 

Throttle Nation Top Speed Challenge was a complete sellout at the new Wilmington Ohio facility 

and after making our first trip there we can see why. Not only is the track one of the best land speed 

courses in the country, the weather for the event was spectacular. Several of the classes saw the 

leader board change over and over as competitors battled for the win during the two day event.  

April 27-28, June 8-9, July 6-7, Sept 28-29 

Armstrong Air & Space Museum, Wapakoneta, http://www.armstrongmuseum.org, 800-860-0142 

 

Okay, that’s enough for now. Come on members, don’t wait for someone else to set up a drive, use some-

thing from this list or maybe the list will jog your memory of a place, thing, or whatever that you’ve been 

to, want to go to and you think it would be of interest to the membership. Help make the Club more enjoy-

able for yourself and the rest of us. To be continued.  

 

Email me with your ideas, thoughts, questions and let’s do it. paulhaller@hotmail.com  

http://www.americaspackardmuseum.org/the_museum.html
http://www.bobevans.com/ourfarms/bobevansfarm/homestead.aspx
http://cincinnati.reds.mlb.com/cin/hof/index.jsp
http://www.blueridgeparkway.org/
http://bridgehunter.com/oh/greene/
http://www.bicyclemuseum.com/
http://www.thehoustonrestaurant.com/ordereze/default.aspx
http://huestonwoodslodge.com/dining/
http://www.lovelandcastle.com/
http://www.urbanspoon.com/r/240/1136664/restaurant/Ohio/Scioto-Ribber-Portsmouth
http://www.whitewatervalleyrr.org/
http://www.ecta-lsr.com/
http://www.armstrongmuseum.org/
mailto:paulhaller@hotmail.com
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2013 Virtual Rally 
Most of the 28 participants  arrived early ready to tackle 

the difficult questions of the Virtual Rally. After a din-

ner of loaded hot dogs, chips, veggies, cheeses and soft 

drinks, everyone grabbed a bag or two of freshly made 

popcorn -after all it WAS a movie - and took their seats. 

And not just any movie but one filled with action, mys-

tery, romance, intrigue and of course automobiles – Cars 

2. (Unfortunately it was also filled with foreign accents 

which proved a bit problematic for some.) 

After a break in the action, dessert was served and what 

great choices were brought in by all the participants! 

Thank you everyone for those. They were wonderful! 

Once everyone was sugared up, it was back to the 

movie and the second half of the questions. At 

movie’s end the test was graded, trophies were 

awarded and door prize numbers drawn. 

Karen Francis won first prize and, after a couple of 

tie breakers between Chris and Donna Vollmer  and 

Steve and Rhonda Miller the 2nd place trophy went 

to the Vollmers. 

The first door prize of a zoom zoom shirt and Mazda 

flashlight (including batteries, no less) went to Brian 

Thompson, our very newest member (as of this 

night!). A second similar prize went to Tim and 

Mary Anne Blazer. 

Thanks to all who stayed and helped clean up, to Mike 

Wheeler for taking care of the trophies, and a special thanks to 

Rick Lach for all he does. 

Fred and Dorothy Tuzzi 
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MVMC 6th Annual St. Patrick’s Euchre Party 
a.k.a.  

Gears, Games, and Grub 
By Lee Korb, Pattric Gould, and Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon 

 
When: 

Saturday, March 16, 2013--12:00 til 4:00(ish) 
 

(R.S.V.P. by March 14—so we can plan table arrangements) 
 

Where: 
Pat & Bonnie’s, 1180 Dorchester Road, Xenia 

 
Gears: 

Weather permitting, we will start with a drive through Greene County 
with your Miata or winter substitute. 

 
Grub: 

Then a little lunch, bring something to share, club will provide drinks. 
 

Games: 
Finish up with a Euchre tournament.  Prizes for first and last! 

 
POC 

Pat & Bonnie, oma.sturgeon@gmail.com, 372-3615 (home) 
 

You don’t need to be an experienced Euchre player (OR IRISH)…come, 
learn, or just watch and enjoy the day!  Hope to see you there  

(in your green)! 
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Visit our web site 

www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

A DEER AND A MIATA MEET IN FLORIDA 

We went on a Sunday trip with the local Miata club. We met up with them at a local McDonald's. As we 

were gathering, two members in two separate cars came in (tops down) and reported that on their way in, a 

deer had jumped completely over the car in front (the two cars were traveling together). This sounded pretty 

unbelievable but was reported by all four folks (two in each car of course). The folks in the lead car were flus-

tered, but I think that the ones in the trailing car were more upset than the ones that got leaped. I guess seeing 

that happen right in front of them was more unnerving than having it happen to them. 

 

We have kind of been thinking ever since - imagine if the deer had managed to land in the car or even get a 

hoof caught in the car OR I guess the thing could even kick either passenger or driver in the head. 

 

Of course, we ain't gonna put our top up regardless, but it sure does make for some scarey thoughts as we are 

tooling along. 

 

I have driven our older Miata on I70 and I76 to my consulting job in PA (430 miles) many times with the top 

down and one thing I was always mindful of was the tires on 18 wheelers as I passed them or they passed me. 

We have all seen blowouts on those things and how they can hurl that tire shrapnel onto trailing cars, and that 

rubber is hot and sometime contains the steel belt part of it. Anyway, if I heard the tires making unnatural 

noises, I always stayed far away from those. 

 

See you when we get back. 

 

Roger and Jeanne Gordon in Florida (for now) 
 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com

