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The President’s Corner 
by Chuck Valley 

 

October was a busy month for our club with a combination of driving events and non-

driving events. It began on Friday night October 6th at LaComedia with the Broadway 

musical production of Mamma Mia!  It was a good night to get out and see a fun play with 

the music of that 70’s-80’s rock group Abba and enjoy a good buffet with that tasty sweet potato soufflé the 

dinner theater is known for. Although this year the Skyline Drive was cancelled, our annual Fall Foliage trek 

to the Smoky Mountains was fun as usual with nine Miatas and 17 MVMC members traversing the Tail of 

the Dragon both directions and another shot at the Dragon en route back to the hotel from our big Friday 

drive in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. We enjoyed our late lunch at the Tapoco Lodge 

Restaurant before heading back one more time on the Dragon. As we hit the first turn of the Dragon, the 

men turned to competitive, wild teenagers as Chuck Valley led the group of Miatas through the turn-by-

turn, with wife Pat trying to sit up while trying to film the following Miatas with her Go-Pro. Dan Kirkpatrick 

with Norma as passenger was breathing fire from Chuck’s exhaust, maybe 8 feet away at times. The man 

may be the meek Mayor of Fairborn, but he was “Wildman Dan” on the Tail of the Dragon!  We met up with 

the Mountain Miatas of Tennessee that weekend and enjoyed a drive via State Route 32 extending from 

Tennessee to North Carolina that even that local club had not traveled before. Route 32 offers many sharp 

turns and hills that rival the Tail of the Dragon, only longer! We may want to incorporate that route or at 

least part of it in future Fall Foliage drives. 

The 17th of October brought the Annual Pizza Party at Jeff Schmitt Mazda. We want to thank Jeff Schmitt 

and the hosts Rick Kerstetter, Manager, and Cat McMillian, Sales Department at Jeff Schmitt Mazda. This 

Meet & Greet included nominations to fill various MVMC Executive Officer positions for 2018. Although Ed 

Kramer has been on the Executive Committee for 14 years, he said it was time to go. He’ll remain a member 

and operate the shop, but Tim Howard will serve as sole Technical Director in 2018 with Roger Gordon’s 

assistance. Other MVMC Officer nominees for 2018 are current Officers Roger Gordon as Rally Master, 

Pat Valley as Membership Director, Tony Zlocki as VP, Fred Hoppel as Secretary/Treasurer, Dave Berry 

as Webmaster/Newsletter Editor, and Chuck Valley as President. The current board works well together 

and it is apparent the Membership likes the product they deliver. 

The month ended with the 1st Annual MVMC Poker Run on Saturday, October 28th, including 13 cars and 

23 members, so this drive had several solos (no navigator) who had to drive and read directions and mile 

markers. They all did a great job running the route, collecting a poker hand one card at a time at various 

stops through northern to southern Greene County. We all ended up at McIntosh’s Pub & Grille in Bellbrook.   

Food was good. Rules allowed the exchange of one ‘bad’ card for hopefully a better card to help bolster 

your poker hand. Winners with the top three high hands were as follows: Gail and Mike Allen (high hand), 

Dianne and Russ Loughlin (2nd place high hand), and Jeanne and Tony Zlocki (3rd place high hand).  

Winners received nice prizes for their “luck of the draw”.  A fun and leisurely driving event, we may offer 

this a few times in 2018! 



Mark your calendar for the upcoming events in November! The 2nd Annual MVMC Weenie Roast & Bonfire 

at Kramer’s Farm on Saturday night, November 18th was really a good time last year. Weather was warm 

and dry for early November and the evening cooled down quickly, allowing us to enjoy the big bonfire, 

cooking our food over an open flame just like our ancestors! Covered dishes varied and thank God, 

someone remembered to bring the beans. You just can’t have a real Weenie Roast without the beans!  

Look for this upcoming event in the MVMC Website and a VR we’ll be sending out a week or so earlier to 

everyone on the Membership List. 

If you’re not receiving the VRs, you’re missing out. Please email me at c.valley@earthlink.net if you have 

not been receiving them and we will look into it. 

We want all our members to know what’s going on in our club to maximize their enjoyment of being a MVMC 

Member. 

Please remember the November M&G at Giovanni's on Tues, Nov 21st where we will elect 2018 

Executive Officers. Also, MVMC racers and racing fans take note. We will be finishing up the month with a 

second dose of indoor carting at Full Throttle on Sat, November 25th.  If you don't want to drive, please 

come out and route for us racers. It is a high adrenaline and fun experience!  Autocross has nothing on 

this! 

 

Ladies, Pat Valley is going to drive the two indoor tracks at Full Throttle.  We would like to see at least a 

few more daring desk jockeys get behind the wheel of one of these speedy go-carts.  Tim and Ed, c'mon 

you motor heads, get behind one of these steering wheels and polish up your driving skills while finding 

out your reaction time isn't what it used to be!  FUN, FUN, FUN!  

 

Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2017 

  

  

  

  

  

President 

Chuck Valley 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fred Hoppel 

Vice President 

Tony Zlocki 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Rally Master 

Roger Gordon 

Technical Director 

Ed Kramer 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

mailto:c.valley@earthlink.net


Membership Update 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 

There were no new members this month.  View and Download the Membership Form (PDF) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

MVMC 2017 Calendar of Events 

 
 

Date Event Host(s) Venue 
Nov 18 Weenie Roast & Bonfire Chuck & Pat Valley Kramer Farm, Spring Valley 

Nov 21 Meet & Greet and 2018 Officer 
Elections 

Chuck Valley Giovanni’s, Fairborn, OH 

Nov 25 Full Throttle Go Karting Chuck & Pat Valley Tri-county area (Cincy) 

Dec 8 MVMC Christmas Party Valleys/Zlockis/Pettits Fairborn Seniors Center 

Dec 31 Polar Bear Run TBD TBD 

 

November Birthdays 

11/01 Dick Smith 
11/05 Jon Vincent 
11/09 Linda Hagedon 
11/13 Richard Kogler 
11/14 Tim Blazer 
11/15 Jane Hobbs 
11/17 Lynda Mott 
11/20 Carla Smith 
11/20 Gina Seay 
11/21 Randy Mott 
11/28 Enrique Ellenbogen 
11/28 L. Calvin Hebert 
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

New Members for 2017 

Debbie Casenhiser 

Kaitlyn Fields 

Duane & Vickie Gentry 

Gary Gepfrey 

Hunter Gastineau 

Timothy & Kathy Halcomb 

Christy Haynes 

Kelsey Jouanicot 

Robert Luken 

Mike Minardi 

Randy & Lynda Mott 

 

 

 

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 

 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf


 “Mamma Mia” at LaComedia Dinner Theatre 
Photos by Dave Berry 

 

 

No pictures of the show were permitted... 

 

 

...but LaComedia did feed us well! 

  



Fall Foliage Tour 
 

 
Photo courtesy of Dwight Willford, Mountain Miatas of East Tennessee, by way of Mike Wheeler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Photo courtesy of Dwight Willford, Mountain Miatas of East Tennessee, by way of Mike Wheeler 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Chuck & Pat Valley 

 



Poker Run 
Photos by Chuck & Pat Valley 

 
 

  

More photos of this and other November events, AND a video from the Fall 

Foliage tour, can be viewed at: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B6NyIIDPOHO3c1ZxWEV0OWJQU2c 

 

 

 



Weenie Roast & Bonfire 
 

Gather at Ed Kramer's farm, near Spring Valley, for what is becoming the annual end-of-the-driving-

season affair. Roast hot dogs and marshmallows around a roaring bonfire. Socialize with your fellow 

members. Tell tall tales about your exploits on the Tail of the Dragon during the Fall Foliage Tour. 

When: Saturday, November 18 at 5 PM 

Where: Kramer Farm, 3217 Houston Road, Waynesville, OH 45068  

 

 



Full-Throttle Indoor Karting 

Experience the thrill of driving a speedy go-

kart on two indoor tracks, in competition with 

fellow members of the Miami Valley Miata Club. 

Find out who is fastest, and who needs more 

practice! 

The tracks are tight and twisty, and the speed 

of your go-kart will surprise you. Watch out for 

that next turn – it’s coming up fast! Can you 

brake quickly enough? Can you catch the fellow 

member ahead of you? Do it! Put a pass on him 

or her! It’s electrifying! 

 

Where: Full Throttle Indoor Karting, 11725 Commons Drive, Cincinnati, Ohio 45236 

When: Saturday, November 25th, 2pm  

 

 



A Few of our Favorite Things 
by Roger and Jeanne Gordon 

Jeanne and I have some favorite related things we would like to share with others. These items are not 
Miata specific so are useful for any car.  Note:  We have no financial/business/family-related interest in any 
of these products - they are just things we use and appreciate and thought others might want to know of 
them. 
 
1. California Water Blade. This is essentially just a squeegee for removing water 
after washing your car. For some odd reason (cheapness?) I like to wash my own 
cars, but I don't care to wring out a chamois or whatever. The California Water 
Blade has a nice sturdy handle and surgical grade rubber/vinyl blade that conforms 
to the contours of the car to whisk the water off. No, it does not get all of it off but 
it gets off most of the water from the flat hood, top, trunk areas, and does a decent 
job. You still have to finish up with towels or whatever. I got mine years ago online 
but I think they are generally available at any auto store or Walmart/Target, etc.  
 
2. Armrest. This is just a platform on which to rest your left arm as you are driving. It 
has a flap that you insert into the driver's window. I have used it in many 
makes of cars and it has always fit OK. In a few cases, you must lower 
the window to slide it in there. The one I got was pricey at about $30 with 
shipping. Of course, you can always switch it between cars but if you are 
like me you won't remember in time. Got mine at 
WWW.ARMHOLDER.COM. 
 
3. Sticky Dash Pads: I'm sure many of you have these, but in case you 

do not, you might want to 
check them out. They are 
usually cheap and work surprisingly well. They are just a sticky-
surface rubber/vinyl pad that adheres to your dash and you can 
then rest you iPhone, change, sunglasses or whatever on them 
and they do not fall off. When they get dirty and no longer stick, 
you can usually wash them with soap and water and restore the 
sticky-ness. Do not bother buying the cheap thin ones - they 
deteriorate quickly in sunlight and hot weather and become a 
gooey mess. In general, they do not harm your dash. I have not 
seen the small ones in stores - had to get them online - eBay has 
tons of them but finding the THICKER ones is the trick. 

 
4. Bluetooth Hands Free speakerphone device: If your 
car does not have built-in Bluetooth capability, you can 
use this device to make and receive call hands-free. 
You clip it to the visor and pair it with you Bluetooth 
capable phone. When a call comes to your phone you 
can voice-answer or reject it. The device I found several 
years ago is a Jabra Tour - not sure where I found it, but 
I'm pretty cheap so it was probably less than $40. Doing 
a search, I quickly found a site that has a refurbished 
one for $35 including shipping. I liked this so much that 
I got one for other family members and they all loved it! 
 
OK, so those are some of ours - now tell us some of 
YOURS! 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By: Ed Kramer and Tim Howard 

As you know, a dearth of Miata projects in late summer caused 

us to call an early end to our normal Thursday shop schedule 

for 2017. That was the bad-news. The good news is that it freed 

up Thursdays for other projects that have been languishing for 

attention.  

 Since then we have completed repairs on the front suspension 

of Mike Wheeler’s 1964 Fairlane. In addition, after a late 

summer rush on my part to complete the body work on the 

Green Monster, on September 14th and 15th Ed Kramer, Ed Walker, and I sprayed a new coat of paint on 

that trusty steed.  As per usual there were a few problems along the way (a clogged spray gun, and some 

paint that dripped from the paint cup onto the new paint), but cool heads prevailed.  Thankfully, we repaired 

the damage and completed the job.  I would like to reiterate what I said after we painted my white car. This 

process should not be referred to as painting a car. It would be far more accurate to call it taping and 

masking a car followed by hours of wet sanding and buffing.  Finally, we started Ed Kramer’s long postponed 

project, the restoration of his 1954 Chevy pickup truck. When I say started, we pulled the pickup from the 

dark recesses of Ed’s barn for the first time in many years, cleaned it up, sand blasted the frame, and put 

it in his shop where we can begin the restoration work. So, I guess you can say that for Ed, Mike, and I, this 

was a very gratifying period.  

Attached are a couple photographs to 

commemorate this burst of productivity.  The 

first, thanks to Susan Cain, is an action shot 

of Ed’s Truck emerging from its dark 

hibernation.  In The background you can also 

see Mike’s Fairlane.  Finally, there is a picture 

of the Green Monster in its new paint. 

 

 

  

 


