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The President’s Corner 
by Chuck Valley 

 

We made it through another summer and many drive and dines are now in the rear-view 

mirror, but October promises to be a busy month starting with Mamma Mia! at LaComedia 

Dinner Theater, Friday night, October 6th.  Thirty-two MVMC members, their families and 

lucky guests have reserved seating in the middle of the theater and that is a good vantage point to watch 

the show.  From the number of folks who have come up to me in the past two months saying they can’t wait 

for this, everyone is looking forward to this musical and a great, fun night out! 

On October 17th join us at the MVMC’s Annual Pizza Party/Meet & Greet at our sponsor, Jeff Schmitt Mazda 

in Beavercreek.  No covered dish, beverage, or dessert is necessary because your MVMC provides 

everything for this event!  😊   

By end of the meeting, we hope to have all nominees for 2018 Executive Officer positions known.  Feel free 

to nominate yourself or someone who has agreed to the one-year commitment.  The Miami Valley Miata 

Club is a social club, but there is an associated business responsibility charged to MVMC Executive Officers 

who must commit to attending bi-monthly Exec Committee Meetings and be present at most of the Meet & 

Greets in order to provide good club leadership representation.     

As for driving events in October, the Skyline Drive will be hosted by Roger Gordon and the Fall Foliage 

Drive (Oct 19th – 22nd) which is such a wonderful, colorful drive hosted by Chuck Valley and Roger Gordon.  

We will do a one-hundred-mile trek through the Great Smokey Mountains that includes the famous Tail of 

the Dragon, drive to Fontana Dam and Fontana Village, and other interesting shops and stops.  Saturday 

morning the MVMC will join up with the Mountain Miatas on a big surprise drive through parts of the Smokies 

you likely have never driven and won’t soon forget!  

October ends with a fun Poker Run hosted by Chuck and Pat Valley.  Better hope to get a good hand along 

your drive to redeem for nice prizes at the end!  Fun, Fun, Fun continues!  Please make a little time to join 

us!   

Your club is what you make it!        

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 

 



Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2017 

  

  

  

  

 

Membership Update 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 

There were no new members this month.  View and Download the Membership Form (PDF) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

President 

Chuck Valley 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fred Hoppel 

Vice President 

Tony Zlocki 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Rally Master 

Roger Gordon 

Technical Director 

Ed Kramer 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

October Birthdays 

10/01 Dan Long 
10/02 Patricia Smith 
10/03 Duane Gentry 
10/04 Dena Long 
10/04 Susan Hubbell 
10/08 Allan Harris 
10/08 Marilyn Rodney 
10/12 Rick Lach 
10/14 Debbie Sparks 
10/14 Penny Brewster 
10/18 Tom Purkey 
10/20 Byron Pettit 
10/20 Jayna Hoppel 
10/20 Rick Sparks 
10/22 Sharon Wilson 
10/24 Pat Sturgeon 
10/29 Debbie Whitaker 
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  

New Members for 2017 

Debbie Casenhiser 

Kaitlyn Fields 

Duane & Vickie Gentry 

Gary Gepfrey 

Hunter Gastineau 

Timothy & Kathy Halcomb 

Christy Haynes 

Kelsey Jouanicot 

Robert Luken 

Mike Minardi 

Randy & Lynda Mott 

 

 

 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf


MVMC 2017 Calendar of Events 

 
 

Date Event Host(s) Venue 
Oct 1 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia 

Oct 6 “Mamma Mia” Dinner and Show Chuck & Pat Valley LaComedia Dinner Theatre 

Oct 8-10 Skyline Drive (WVA) Roger Gordon West Virginia/Virginia 

Oct 17 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley Jeff Schmitt Mazda Beavercreek 

Oct 19-22 Fall Foliage Drive (TN) Chuck Valley & Roger 
Gordon 

Townsend, TN 

Oct 28 Poker Run Chuck & Pat Valley TBD 

Nov 4 Weenie Roast, Bonfire/Moonlight 
Drive 

Chuck & Pat Valley, Chris 
Vollmer 

Kramer Farm, Spring Valley 

Nov 18 Full Throttle Go Karting Chuck & Pat Valley Tri-county area (Cincy) 

Nov 21 Meet & Greet and 2018 Officer 
Elections 

Chuck Valley Giovanni’s, Fairborn, OH 

Dec 8 MVMC Christmas Party Toni & Jeanne Zlocki Fairborn Seniors Center 

Dec 31 Polar Bear Run TBD TBD 

 

  

  

 

Treasurer Report for Period Ending September 30, 2017 
by Fred Hoppel 

 
Bank Balance as of December 31, 2016*   $ 3,588.43 
Funds Deposited to Account in 2017    $ 2,237.00 
Total Funds Available      $ 5,825.43 

 
Less 
 

Expenditures Drawn on the Account in 2017   $ 1,865.81 
 

Balance as of September 30, 2017    $ 3,959.62 
 

Footnote: 
* Includes Membership Funds of $560 for 2017 which were received  
and deposited in December 2016. 



 

“Sundae” Drive 
by Chuck and Pat Valley 

 

Attention ice cream lickers, this article is for YOU. 

Sunday September 3rd was another beautiful, late Summer day ushering in the beautiful early Fall days 

we’ve been experiencing in early October. 

The Sundae Drive was about 36 miles traversing roads in Greene and then into Clark County.  Many of 

these same roads were part of an earlier excursion this year, but this drive gave an opportunity for folks to 

drive it again or drive it for the first time.  Then, the treat at the end of the drive was wonderful!  As the drive 

hints strongly, Sundae Drive was what it was all about.  Unfortunately, as is true on many weekends at 

Youngs this time of year, the long line ran out the door and down the long walkway.  Although it looked 

terribly long, the line moved fast enough and we were ordering our sundaes in 20 minutes!  Well worth the 

wait. 

We had a good turnout with 15 Miatas and their occupants (I think the little machines were at their occupant 

capacity) so my math (which is not always accurate) tells me there were 30 occupants in all.   😉 

The folks that left early because of the long line, all I have to say to you is, I hope you treated yourself to 

something sweet when you returned home.  So there! 😊 

I had opted to head to Sonic to try their sundaes in a curb side setting.  It may have been a shorter means 

to get ice cream.  Well, we’ll have to try that next time! 

Thanks to all for participating and we hope to snag ya for the next ice cream outing in 2018. 

  

 
 

More photos of this and other October events can be viewed at: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B6NyIIDPOHO3dXRwWXB6blJlMlE 

 



Ghyslain Chocolate Factory Lunch Tour 
by Enrique Ellenbogen 

 
On September 5, a small caravan of 4 Miatas headed west to Union City, Indiana, our destination to visit 

Ghyslain Chocolatier. It was a perfect day for tops down, as we departed from Bob Evans in Miller Lane. 

We drove leisurely through meadows and corn fields crossing a few small towns for about 50 miles until 

passing Greenville, a welcome stop later on our return. Another 11 miles and we reached Union City. 

 

At Ghyslain we got an overview of the plant and the different yummy looking final products. It is quite a 

hands-on process, very artisanal. They ship desserts all over the country. Locally it can be found at Dorothy 

Lane Markets. 

 

They provided us with a pleasantly modest lunch while we were having a very nice chat. Our return saw us 

back in Greenville where two cars stopped for great coffee at The Coffee Pot before returning home. 

It was a lovely, easy late summer drive. As the saying goes: stop and smell the roses! 

 
 

  

  

REMINDER - MVMC Night at LaComedia! 

Friday Night, October 6th  
 

For those members who have signed up to join Pat and Chuck Valley at LaComedia Dinner Theater 
for the Broadway-acclaimed show, Mamma Mia, please take note of the event details: 
 
When: Friday, October 6, 2017 - - - Arrival Time 5:30pm 
 
Where: LaComedia Dinner Theater, 765 W. Central Ave.,  
Springboro, Ohio 45066 

 

 

 



Packard Museum Tour 
by Tony Zlocki 

 
September 9th was a day that was a long time coming. The Packard Museum and Old Scratch Pizza – can 

there be a better combination? The weather was great and the company was equally pleasant. The Packard 

brothers would have been pleased. The museum brings to life some of the firsts that we take for granted 

today, like thermostatic control of water circulation, steering wheel instead of a tiller handle, first American 

company to offer a V-type twelve-cylinder engine. And who can forget balloon tires? Every Wednesday is 

a day that I discover something new that is relevant to our modern vehicles, and the genius of James and 

William. I had a chance to share some of the details of the car company, and the free coffee mugs were an 

example of how much I appreciated my friends and the bond we share with our cars. 

 

  

 

 

More photos of this and other October events can be viewed at: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B6NyIIDPOHO3dXRwWXB6blJlMlE 

 



The Covered Bridge Drive Part II - Finally a success 
by George Wetmore 

 
The 2017 Covered Bridge Drive Part II Makeup is finally in the books. There were 18 cars and 33 people 

who got to experience one of the better drives I've had the pleasure of organizing. Last year's bridge drive 

experienced high winds that shook branches out of the trees covering the road in spots, and as if that 

weren't enough, a severe thunderstorm dumped buckets of water on us as we retreated to the safety of the 

Golden Jersey Inn Restaurant. Needless to say, we had to cancel the drive halfway through. 

This year we were blessed with mild temperatures in the 60's and partly cloudy skies which turned clear 

before we were halfway through this drive. Most of the 74 miles of roads were twisty and tree lined and the 

five bridges we saw were an outstanding sight. Even though it took two years to put this one in the books, 

it was well worth the wait.  

It was indeed my pleasure to host this drive for the participants of the Miami Valley Miata Club. A special 

thanks to my lovely wife Jill for her pre-planning efforts and for blowing her whistle keeping us on schedule. 

Thanks also to the property owner, Stanley Michaels, who mowed his grass for us and permitted us to park 

in his yard across from the Stevenson Road Bridge. 

 

  

  

 



 

Fall Foliage Skyline Drive Weekday Event 
When:  Sunday, October 8: Drive to Front Royal area - about 8 hours.  

  Monday, October 9: (Columbus Day) Drive the Skyline Drive 

    lunch at the Big Meadows or SKYLAND Lodge 

  Tuesday, October 10: Return home with the group or stay as desired. 

    Route home will be slightly different. 

 

Times: Meet at 8:00 am Oct. 8 (Note - times may change slightly) 

  Driver's meeting at 8:15 

  Departure at 8:30 

  Meeting place:  Bob Evan's in Xenia 

        1981 Harner Dr., Xenia, OH 45385 

 

The Skyline Drive in the Shenandoah National Park is a treat any 

time of year but the fall season brings special views. This event 

will be a three-day trip. On Sunday, we will drive the 400 miles to 

the Front Royal area using a combination of state roads and some 

two-lane West Virginia roads and will stay at a motel in Strasburg, 

VA. Hotel is not yet confirmed. 

On Monday, we will drive most of the length of the Skyline Drive, 

105 miles, turn around and return on the same roads.  We will stop 

on the way back north at either the Skyland Lodge or the Big 

Meadows lodge for a late lunch. 

On Tuesday, you are free to return home with the group or of course you may stay in the area or proceed 

on to other destinations. We will return home on some slightly different roads than those from which we 

arrived. 

Although the road in the park is nice and curvy, the speed limit 

is only 40 and is pretty strictly enforced.  This will not be a fun 

thrill drive – just a relaxing, enjoying nature drive.   

Please e-mail Roger Gordon at gordrogb@yahoo.com if you 

want to participate in the drive so we have an idea for 

restaurant reservations. Likewise let us know if you have 

questions or concerns. 

 

Roger Gordon 

937-831-4209 

  

mailto:gordrogb@yahoo.com


Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By: Ed Kramer and Tim Howard 

For October we have an article submitted by member Susan 

Cain for your elucidation. 

Refurbishing Hazy Headlights  
by Susan Cain 

How many times do we procrastinate doing a job because we 

think it will be an unpleasant chore or a long, drawn-out 

process, or we don't really know how to go about doing it? Well, 

this certainly hits home with me concerning my hazy 

headlights. I had been putting this off for over a year! 

Last summer, Larry Kramer offered to help me refurbish mine while at Ed's garage, but I just wasn't 

interested in messing with all the wet sanding with numerous grits of sandpaper required, which seemed 

like too much effort, so I turned him down - a couple of times. 

Then recently, after detailing my car using Meguiar's 

Ultimate Liquid Wax that Tim and others had been 

touting as excellent all summer, I got the bug to 

continue on with other car issues and finally forced 

myself to address my fogged, hazy headlights. Of 

course, now I decide I want to do this, after the garage 

is officially closed for the year… 

I was on my own, so decided to check out what 

YouTube had to offer along this line and found this 

video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_yd1bbXswM. 

The maker claimed it could be done in three short minutes per headlight using Mothers Mag & Aluminum 

Polish and a buffer - no sanding what-so-ever! His video results were so impressive that I was convinced 

that an inexperienced person (or gearhead, as Ed likes to call us) such as myself, could do this. 

I didn't have a buffing pad as in the video, but I did have some fleece material and a drill - good enough! I 

managed to rig up a buffing pad for my drill, got some Mothers Mag & Aluminum Polish and a roll of painter's 

tape, and I was all set. I could do this! 

I masked off around the headlights, even though the man 

in the video said it wasn't necessary (if he was wrong and 

I scratched my paint, I didn't think he was going to be 

willing to pay for a paint job). Next, I smeared a small 

amount of polish on the entire headlight surface and 

started buffing, keeping the pad moving to prevent any 

possible unwanted marks in the plastic. Within seconds, 

before my very eyes, the cloudiness was vanishing. I held 

my breath. Could it really be this easy and simple!? In less 

than 3 minutes I was all done. I wiped the polish off with a 

microfiber towel and the headlight looked crystal clear. 

Before 

After 



Really! It took me longer to mask the light off than to do the buffing. Next, I treated it with some 303 

Protectant and I was done. Amazing! 

So... if hazy headlights are clouding the shine on your Miata, it's time to take ten minutes out of your day 

and bring it back to new-looking. If I can do it, so can you - effortlessly! I apologize to all you experienced 

guys and gals who may find this article as "dah, I knew that already", but this is to be an encouragement 

for the rest of us who didn't have a clue.  

ZOOM ZOOM! : )))) 

 

 

 

 

Great Smoky Mountains Fall Foliage Adventure 

Get ready, it’s coming!!! We researched the most vibrant autumn weekend for leaf colors at the location 

and elevation where we will be staying this October. Throw in the cool mountain streams, diverse wildlife, 

some Miatas and good friends, and you’ll have the makings for heaven on earth! In addition to these 

memorable photo ops, we’ll also traverse Newfound Gap, the entry route into the Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park from the east. 

But before the sports car drivers turn 

the page, remember we’ll be driving 

the world-famous Dragon’s Tail – a 

beautifully maintained stretch of road 

that boasts 318 curves crammed into 

11 miles. This challenging road touts 

mountains on one side and sharp drop 

offs on the other! We’ll also offer more 

moderate scenic drives and pullovers 

for those photographers who want to 

create their own beautiful souvenirs 

suitable for framing.  

As in the past, we’ll leave on a Thursday, October 19, and return on Sunday, October 22.  

Please make your reservations now at the 

Townsend Gateway Inn [(865) 238-0123].  

Our MVMC discount total price for the three nights 

is only $268.53 for a king (very limited) or queen size 

room, and $337.38 for a two-bedroom suite, which 

includes tax.   

NOTE: Due to a Steve Miller health issue, Chuck 

Valley and Roger Gordon have assumed leadership 

for this event. Please direct any questions to Chuck 

Valley at c.valley@earthlink.net or to Roger Gordon 

at gordrogb@yahoo.com 

   

 

mailto:c.valley@earthlink.net

