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We enter the last in the series of Miatas, the “ND”.  One can argue a case of “this is the best Miata ever”, 

but ya know, ‘new’ doesn’t always mean the ‘best’, especially when each Miata from NA through ND offers 

a unique feel and driving experience.  I’ve owned two NAs and currently drive a later model NC.  I know 

many MVMC members who are happy with their Miatas just as they are, and aren’t in a hurry to go out and 

buy the latest model.  That says a lot about the car and driver connection.   

Let’s enjoy the Car & Driver article published in June 2015 of this latest Miata and learn about how far the 

little sports car has come since the first NAs were introduced in the Summer of 1989. 

2016 Mazda MX-5 Miata 

 

June is done 

We had top-down fun     

More months to drive 

and feel alive! 

 
 



The Meta Miata. 

JUN 2015 BY JEFF SABATINI   PHOTOGRAPHY BY MICHAEL SIMARI 

When Mazda launched the first Miata, it made no secret of its intention to clone the Lotus Elan, minus the 
puddle of oil on the garage floor. The new car became a hit with buyers who remembered other roadsters—
classic MGs, Austin-Healeys, Triumphs, and even the long-in-the-tooth Alfa Romeo Spider, which was 
somehow still in production though would become immediately unsellable in the face of the new 
competition. If it seems to you like this happened just yesterday, that is because you’re old, which is why 
Mazda has dreamed up this latest version of its halo car. The 2016 MX-5 is meant to at once go back to 
the original template, while updating the franchise for the foreseeable future. And convince you to buy 
another. 

As we detailed in our first drive of the European-spec 1.5-liter MX-5, the new car is dimensionally quite 

close to the 1990 Miata and smaller than the outgoing version. Our test car, equipped with the largest 17-

inch wheels and the U.S.-spec 2.0-liter inline-four-cylinder engine, tipped the scales a mere 99 pounds 

heavier than our 1990 test car. Weighing only 2309 pounds, the new MX-5 is 231 pounds lighter than the 

last third-generation car we weighed in 2009. It even has a 155-pound advantage over the carbon-

fiber Alfa Romeo 4C, which used to be the lightest new car on the market that we’d actually want to drive. 

 

Yet the downsizing has not harmed cabin roominess, which actually seems to have improved from the last 
MX-5, even if Mazda’s interior measurements don’t show it. While anyone pushing six-and-a-half feet is still 
unlikely to fit in the car, a new seat design that’s closer to the floor and reclines a bit more opens the Miata’s 
fitment to larger people—and leaves the rest of us with more space to stretch out. The company’s focus on 
the driver that we lauded in the Mazda 3 has now been implemented in the Miata. So the heavy but smooth 
shifter is ideally positioned, while the narrowly spaced pedals are perfectly aligned underneath the thin, 
small-diameter wheel. Performance notwithstanding, the MX-5 is an extremely rewarding car to drive just 
in the manipulation of its controls. 



Not only does the fourth-generation MX-5 have the most comfortable cockpit of any Miata, it’s also the 

highest performing. The 2.0-liter four is derived from the base engine in the Mazda 3, but adapting it for the 

Miata has changed its character. A lighter flywheel and tuning for premium gasoline (recommended but 

not required) make it quicker to rev with improved throttle response, which means the new MX-5 feels a 

lot like the original 1.6-liter Miata—though a whole lot quicker. We managed to crack the six-second 

barrier at the test track, recording a 5.9- second sprint to 60 mph and 16.2 seconds to 100. Even the 

turbocharged second-generation Mazdaspeed Miata can’t hang with this thing: It took 18.3 seconds to hit 

the century mark when we tested it in 2004. There is a small penalty for the MX-5’s newfound speed, as 

the boisterous intake noise drowns out the exhaust and makes the new car louder under acceleration 

than any Miata that has come before. 

On the road, significant changes can be felt in the MX-5’s steering. Mazda switched from hydraulic to 
electric assist, which has toned down some of the car’s twitchiness. The wheel has a strong on-center feel, 
and it takes some effort to initiate turn-in, although once you start to dial in that effort, force builds 
proportionately. This change makes the car feel more planted than before, although there’s plenty of lean 
in turns, just as in previous Miatas. We recorded 0.90 g in our skidpad test and a 158-foot stop from 70 
mph; both results are consistent with past models. 

So is the price, sort of. A base 2016 Mazda MX-5 Miata Sport is $25,735. That’s a bump of $945 from last 

year for a car with quite a bit more equipment, including Bluetooth, LED headlights, cloth material for its 

top rather than vinyl, and an extra cog in its manual transmission. More impressively, it’s also only $267 

more than the inflation-adjusted price of a 1990 Miata. But the pricing of the higher trim levels escalates 

more steeply now, with Club models starting at $29,420 and the Grand Touring at $30,885. 

 

The Club is the only way to get the sport suspension with Bilstein shocks and a limited-slip differential, or 
the optional Brembo package ($3400) that includes forged BBS wheels. Naturally then, our test car was a 
loaded Club, although it was missing some aero add-ons (front and rear air dams, a trunk spoiler, and 
rocker-panel extensions) that would normally be included were it not a preproduction vehicle. Leather seats, 
automatic climate control, and sensor-based safety features are available only on the GT, and while both 
of the upper trims include Mazda’s Connect touch-screen infotainment system, only GT models get it with 



navigation. A six-speed automatic transmission is a $730 option on the Club, but choosing it means losing 
the sport suspension and the limited-slip diff. Even if you don’t make that mistake, it’s probably best we all 
start thinking of the Miata as a $30,000 car. 

Which is why Mazda has dipped the 2016 model in its Kodo design language, transforming it into a car 

that actually looks like something substantial. We’re not sure exactly what—the face of the MX-5 seems 

alternately feline and fishlike—but consensus says the car looks better from farther away. Up close it 

seems less of-a-piece, and also less like all the Miatas past, cars that almost seemed to eschew styling. 

Whatever you think of it, the new MX-5 courts attention like an Easter hat.  To our eyes it still looks best 

from behind the wheel, where it remains the most fun you can have for the least amount of money. 

 

Special Notice from the President 

Back in the May newsletter, I notified Membership that the MVMC Executive Board had reviewed the 

current bylaws and deemed some of them impractical or unreasonable. I reminded Membership that 

periodic review of the bylaws has occurred several times since the club formed in 1994. Over the years, 

those reviews resulted in changes and updates to the bylaws. This process is a routine and necessary 

responsibility to ensure bylaws are relevant and in the best interest of the Membership. That being said, 

on July 18th, we will be voting on the Proposed Amended Bylaws. Votes are one vote per membership 

and may be cast in person at the July 18th Meet & Greet, by mail or email. The deadline for mailed or e-

mailed votes is July 14th. Passage of any amendment to the bylaws requires a two-thirds “affirmative” of 

all votes cast. 

The current and proposed Amended By-laws can be found for viewing in the MiamiValleyMiataClub.org 

website, on the “Documents” page. 

A mailed-in vote shall be mailed to: 

Membership Director Pat Valley 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, Xenia OH 45385  

and to be counted, must be postmarked by Friday, July 14th. 

Email votes shall be sent to: 

pvalley529@yahoo.com 

and to be counted, must be sent by Friday, July 14th. 

 

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 

 

mailto:pvalley529@yahoo.com


Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2017 

  

  

  

  

 

Membership Update 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 

We have one new member this month: Kelsey Jouanicot, Welcome Kelsey! Total membership is now 76. 
 

Remind your friends to renew. Please remind them to send in $20 to:   

Pat Valley, 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, Xenia, OH 45385. Please make checks payable to:  Miami Valley 

Miata Club.   

View and Download the Membership Form (PDF) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President 

Chuck Valley 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fred Hoppel 

Vice President 

Tony Zlocki 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Rally Master 

Roger Gordon 

Technical Director 

Ed Kramer 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

July Birthdays 

07/02 Jack Wilson 
07/04 Darryl Hobbs 
07/06 Tammy Thompson 
07/07 Berta Loyer 
07/09 Dianne Remmers 
07/17 Dianne Loughlin 
07/17 Linda Fortkamp 
07/23 Michelle Bereda 
07/25 Fred Remmers 
07/25 Walter Helman 
07/26 Janet Merrelli 

 

 

 

New Members for 2017 

Kaitlyn Fields 

Gary Gepfrey 

Hunter Gastineau 

Christy Haynes 

Kelsey Jouanicot 

Mike Minardi 

Randy & Lynda Mott 

 

 

 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf


 

MVMC 2017 Calendar of Events 

 
Date Event Host(s) Venue 

July 4 Miata Parade (Fairborn) Dan & Norma Kirkpatrick Kirkpatrick’s (lunch) 

July 14/15 Kentucky Bourbon Trail Chuck & Pat Valley Louisville/Lexington KY 

July 16 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia 

July 18 Meet & Greet and vote on 
proposed Amended By-laws 

Chuck Valley City Barbecue, Beavercreek 

July 22 Hare & Hound Roger Gordon/Chris Vollmer It’s another mystery! 

Aug 3-6 Miatas at the Gap XXI Dave Berry Townsend, TN and Deal’s Gap, 
NC 

Aug 5 British Car Show Tim Howard Eastwood MetroPark 

Aug 6 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia 

Aug 15 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley Old Spaghetti Warehouse 

Sep 3 Drive & Lick Chuck & Pat Valley We’re not telling 

Sep 10 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia 

Sep 12 Annual Picnic TBD Lofino Park, Beavercreek 

Sep 23 Caesar’s Creek Winery Chuck & Pat Valley SE of Xenia 

Sep 30 Covered Bridge Drive Part II 
(reprise) 

George Wetmore Warren/Clinton/Greene Co. 

Oct 1 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia 

Oct 6 “Mama Mia” Dinner and Show Chuck & Pat Valley LaComedia Dinner Theatre 

Oct 8 “Sundae” Drive & Dine Chuck & Pat Valley Greene, Clinton, Clark counties 

Oct 8-11 Skyline Drive (WVA) Roger Gordon West Virginia/Virginia 

Oct 17 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley Jeff Schmitt Mazda Beavercreek 

Oct 19-22 Fall Foliage Drive (TN) Steve Miller Townsend, TN 

Oct 28 Poker Run Chuck & Pat Valley TBD 

Nov 4 Weenie Roast, Bonfire/Moonlight 
Drive 

Chuck & Pat Valley, Chris 
Vollmer 

Kramer Farm, Spring Valley 

Nov 18 Full Throttle Go Karting Chuck & Pat Valley Tri-county area (Cincy) 

Nov 21 Meet & Greet and 2018 Officer 
Elections 

Chuck Valley TBD 

Dec 9 MVMC Christmas Party Toni & Jeanne Zlocki TBD 

Dec 31 Polar Bear Run TBD TBD 

 

Treasurer Report for Period Ending June 30, 2017  

by Fred Hoppel 

Bank Balance as of December 31, 2016*              $ 3,588.43 

Funds Deposited to Account in 2017               $ 1,809.00 

Total Funds Available                 $ 5,397.43 

Less  

Expenditures Drawn on the Account in 2017                       $ 1,302.70 

Bank Balance as of June 30, 2017               $ 4,094.73 

Footnote: 

* Includes Membership Funds of $560 for 2017 which were received and deposited in December 2016 

 



FROM THE RALLY MASTER 

By Roger Gordon 

This is just a reminder that while we are indeed a car club, our events do not need to be driver or even 
car oriented.  President Valley proved this at the last Meet and Greet by asking for a show of hands of 
folks who would support a dinner and show event at LaComedia Dinner Theater. Lots of hands went up - 
so I suspect he will make an effort to schedule such an event. Whatever hobby or interest you have, there 
are almost certainly others in the club (we have 76 couples or members) with similar interests or others 
who may have always wanted to check out that interest. Possible events might be - a local dirt track or 
speedway event, a quilt show, visits to aquariums, arboretums, art museums, conservatories - and so on. 
 
This past week, Jeanne and I had cousins visit us from San Diego and I had to show them around. 
Amazingly, they were quite impressed with the sites along the Ohio river in Cincinnati, Smale Park, Eden 
Park, Spring Grove cemetery, as well as Amish country, the Ohio Caverns and the (restored) Frank Lloyd 
Wright-designed Wescott House in Springfield. Any of these might be a good event - and if we throw in 
some good roads to get there - so much the better! 
 
Remember that the success of an event is not measured by the number of cars that participate but rather 
the fun and enjoyment that we have and remember. 
 
Please think about proposing and leading an event. Myself and other officers will be happy to assist. 
 
Have Fun! 
 

  



We're up to 9 Miatas for the Parade and a MGB.  We could use 4 or 5 more if we can get them. If participants 
want to bring some chips that would be fine. Norma and Dan Kirkpatrick are going to provide hot dogs, 
brats, hamburgers, a pork loin, smoked baked beans, and potato salad. 
 

 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


Kentucky Bourbon Trail  

Distillery Tour 

14-15 July 2017 

Join Pat and Chuck Valley on a 3-hour drive and overnighter to the Louisville/Bardstown KY area for a tour 

of up to three distilleries.  We will meet at Bob Evans, Springboro, 40 Sharts Road, on Friday July 14th at 

9:00am, have a driver’s meeting at 9:15am, and hit the road by 9:30am.  We will take a break or two as 

necessary along the interstate and find a place to eat lunch around 12:00pm.  After lunch, we will drive a 

short distance to the Limestone Branch Distillery, 1280 Veterans Memorial Hwy, Lebanon KY.  After that 

distillery tour, we will likely drive to one of the other distilleries in the region like Makers Mark or Jim 

Beam.  We will check into our hotel for one night at: 

Holiday Inn Express, 3711 Chamberlain Lane, Louisville 

AAA or Gov/Ret Mil Rate is $119 + tax for Fri 14 July. 

502-814-0004 

Highly recommend making your hotel reservations ASAP. 

We have the option to do a third distillery tour the following morning before heading back to the Dayton 

area.  There are many Miata-friendly county roads down in this part of central Kentucky and plenty of 

countryside sightseeing.  We are planning to drive some hilly, curvy, meandering routes while in the area. 

RSVP to Chuck at charles.valley@yahoo.com or 937-608-5251 ASAP. 

 

 



Two Opportunities to Visit the Smoky Mountains and the Tail of the Dragon Await! 

 

Join Dave Berry for an August 3-6 trip to 

drive the Tail of the Dragon, and maybe 

even see come scenery in southeastern 

Tennessee and northwestern North 

Carolina. It’s MATG (Miatas at the Gap) XXI 

– the annual conclave of zippy roadsters 

from all over the country who descend 

upon this storied locale to drive, thrive and 

survive in the hills and dales of this 

beautiful setting. We’ll be staying at the 

Townsend Gateway Inn in Townsend, 

Tennessee, from where we will meander 

down the Foothills Parkway to the western 

terminus of “The Tail of the Dragon” – that 

slithering 11-mile stretch of U.S. 129 where 

318 curves challenge the best of us. Dave 

has driven that stretch something like 17 times in four visits, and has yet to see a single piece of scenery 

along the way – he’s been too busy working to stay on the road! 

If you haven’t made your plans, and hotel reservations, there may still be time to get a room saved for you. 

Contact the Townsend Gateway Inn at 865-238-0123 as soon as possible. And let Dave Berry know 

you are planning to join at dinglebe@hotmail.com or 937-367-6879. 

 

Want to do it again, maybe when it’s a little cooler and the fall colors are in full effect? 

Steve Miller will lead what is becoming a rite of fall – a visit to the area in October. 

Love top down spirited and energetic drives, but hate driving with summer heat beating down on 

you?! Consider joining us for the Smoky Mountain Fall Foliage Adventure this October! With wind 

blowing thru your hair on this sporty drive, the background beautiful fall colors and autumn smells will 

make your 3D experience unforgettable! The primary reason we drive the distance is to experience the 

challenge of the world-famous Tail of the Dragon! A word of Caution - this mountain road is extremely 

curvy and not recommended for the faint of heart or casual driver! It is often hard to navigate and stay 

together as a group, so maps will be distributed to get you back to our motel. Maps of other alternate scenic 

roads will be provided for those who want more leisurely photo op driving, versus striving not to get run 

over trying to keep up with the spirited drivers on ‘the tail’. The local Miata club, Mountain Miatas, is planning 

to sponsor a drive on Saturday. In prior years, they divided into two groups – a spirited one and a more 

leisurely scenic one. Either way, fun driving and great scenery is guaranteed! Only about a dozen hotel 

rooms could be reserved during this popular time of year, so make your reservation today (Thu–Sat, Oct 

19-21, 2017), at the Townsend Gateway Inn, (865) 238-0123. Total price is only $268.53 for a king (very 

limited) or queen size room, or $337.38 for a two-bedroom suite, which includes tax. Please RSVP Steve 

Miller at sr.miller@sbcglobal.net, or (937) 426-2229, if you plan to attend! 

  

mailto:dinglebe@hotmail.com
mailto:sr.miller@sbcglobal.net


Post Drive Report – Shawnee State Park and Ohio River Drive and Dine 

by Fred and Jayna Hoppel 
 
On Saturday, June 3, 2017 we did a Makeup Drive and Dine to Shawnee State Lodge and the Ohio River 
near Friendship, Ohio in Scioto County. The drive was well attended with (14) cars, and (25) persons. We 
had a few more cars and persons for this makeup drive to Shawnee State Lodge and the Ohio River than 
we did on the same drive done on April 15, 2017. There were four cars which participated in April and came 
back again in June (Allen, Purdin, Vollmer and Wetmore) 
 
The weather for Saturday was warm and sunny and was much better than the long-term forecast predicted. 
Unfortunately, there was no live country/blue grass band playing at the restaurant this Saturday as we had 
on April 15th. After we departed Shawnee State Park, we traveled on US 52 along the Ohio River before 
traveling northwest back home. While there was much more foliage on trees and bushes, which made the 
drive more enjoyable in June vs April, the extra foliage blocked much of the view of the Ohio River we were 
able to enjoy in April. 
 
The following persons took part in the drive; Mike and Gail Allen, Dave and Peggy Berry, John and Carol 
Bowling, Roger and Jeanne Gordon, Christy Haynes, Fred and Jayna Hoppel, Dan Kirkpatrick, Richard and 
Susan Kogler, Randy and Lynda Mott, Byron and Skeeter Pettit, Patti Purdon, Tammy and Paul Thompson, 
Chris and Donna Vollmer, and George and Jill Wetmore 
 
I would like to thank those persons who joined us on this Drive and Dine. I would also like to thank those 
persons who took and submitted any photographs of this event for our newsletter and web site. 
 
  

 



Plain Folk Café Drive & Dine 

By Dave Berry 

The club made a return visit to the Plain Folk Café in Pleasant Plain, Ohio on June 10, 2017. We had first 

made the journey in the fall of 2016, and all who attended enjoyed it enough that a reprise was 

welcomed. Dave and Peggy Berry laid out a fun and exhilarating route from the Xenia Bike Hub that 

traveled through several counties southward, skirting the metropolises of Spring Valley, Waynesville, and 

Morrow, and that crossed the Little Miami River an untold number of times. Two particular crossings, just 

beyond Oregonia and at Fort Ancient, were bounded by especially twisty and climbing or plunging 

sections of road – and those were just two of the many fun runs that were in store. 

The group emerged on SR 132, just east of Pleasant Plain, and in two more miles we were at the Plain 

Folk Café’s front door. As we have reported earlier, the eatery sits in a converted school house, with all 

the appearances of having that conversion done in 1977 or so. The walls are decorated with record 

album sleeves (from the vinyl era, that’s right), and one end features a stage where live music (acoustic 

folk and bluegrass) is performed on weekends and some weekday evenings. Our group queued up to 

place food orders (no, they don’t wait tables), and settled in for a pleasant meal and good conversation. 

What else would one expect in a town named Pleasant Plain? 

Taking part in the outing were the Berrys, Chris and Donna Vollmer, Dan and Dianne Long, Susan Cain, 

Dan Kirkpatrick, Steve and Rhonda Miller, Tony and Jeanne Zlocki, Mike Mardis, Chuck and Chris White, 

Fred and Jayna Hoppel, Tom and Gina Seay, Roger and Jeanne Gordon, Enrique and Ruth Ellenbogen, 

Dale and Debbie Burnside, Dave and Janet Merrelli, Chuck and Pat Valley, and Kaity Fields. With such a 

good turnout, good weather, and especially good roads, we think we should do this one again next year. 

Take a lesson already known to many in the club – when looking for the best sort of roads for a fun drive, 

find a meandering river or creek – that’s where the terrain itself twists and turns and rises and falls – and 

the roads tend to follow. 

  



Miami County Barn Quilt Tour 

By Randy and Lynda Mott 

Saturday, June 17, 2017 arrived an absolutely beautiful day 

with plenty of sun, blue sky, a cool start from Charleston Falls 

Preserve, and a warm finish to our very first Drive and Dine 

as members of the MVMC.  We were nervous at the start of 

the drive but the nervousness faded away quickly because 

we were so busy during the drive making sure that we made 

the correct turns, that we narrated the 20 Bicentennial barns 

we passed, and that we kept everyone together as much as 

possible.  We were both pleased and surprised that 19 cars 

and 33 people started the trip with 18 cars and 31 people 

attending lunch at the El Sombrero Restaurant in Troy. 

By our mid-morning break, the temperature had warmed up greatly and the last section of our drive, 

especially when in traffic was quite warm.  It was a top-down day all the way from start to finish.  One of 

our drivers came back to a dead battery at our break in the outskirts of Troy and most of us had to double 

park on the street until a battery jump was performed by another member and we were all on our way 

again.  Thank goodness for FSR radios, they came in handy all day especially because of the number of 

cars that attended our drive. 

The staff at El Sombrero were great.  We 

had a room to ourselves, orders were 

taken, and food was served promptly.  

We chose El Sombrero because the 

owner had sponsored the painter to 

come from Mexico to paint all of the 

quilts on the barns.  Lynda researched 

the history, if we could find it, on most of 

the barns and narrated as we passed 

each one.  Some were a challenge to 

see in that at times they are kind of 

hidden away either due to the position on the barn or the summer foliage on the trees.  We had one car at 

the end of our group get caught by a train and luckily for me it happened as we approached the historic 

Eldean Covered Bridge and we had a great place to wait until the group was together and we could be on 

our way again because lunch was waiting! 

For those folks who had not travelled to Miami County, we tried to provide a mixture of what our county has 

to offer, pastoral views, curvy roads, flat roads, downtown Troy, small villages, and unique landmarks like 

our restored courthouse and octagon barn north of Troy. 

We would like to thank all of those who attended our very first Drive and Dine.  We enjoyed planning it but 

really enjoyed being with the group on the drive and at lunch. 

We would especially like to thank those who gave us pointers: Fred Hoppel, Roger Gordon, Dave Berry, 

and Chuck Valley.  Thanks to the Miami County Visitor’s Bureau, especially Diana Thompson for the cloth 

tote bags for each car and for the 5 Cat’s Meow barns.  Thanks to our Grandson Adam Haynes for drawing 

the winners of the Cat’s Meows.  Thanks to our daughter Christy Haynes for helping out with the drive and 

for bringing Adam, but even more importantly for helping us to get involved with Miata’s in the first place.  

Thanks to Lynda for her research on the barns and for narrating and handling the radio for me during the 



tour.  Most importantly, thank you to the MVMC for the confidence in us as new members to allow us the 

opportunity to plan and execute our very first Drive and Dine. 

 

  

 

 



Red Brick Tavern Drive & Dine / London Cobra Show 

by Chuck Valley 

We’ve been blessed with many nice Saturdays this summer, but June 24th was probably the best Saturday 

this year to put the top down on your little machine and take a drive to a historic stage coach stop turned 

restaurant in Lafayette, then after a great buffet lunch, head five miles or so southwest to London.   

MVMC members met at the familiar Xenia Station at 10:30 where most of our countryside drives begin.  

After a brief driver’s meeting, Chuck Valley lead the caravan of 7 Miatas on a short drive to Jamestown 

where the Miami Valley Miata Club met up with 7 other Miatas from the Greater Cincinnati Miata Club.  

President Chuck Valley exchanged our club pin with President Bobbi Ross while club members looked over 

the cars and got to know one another. Surprising to learn, the Zlockis were former members of the Greater 

Cincinnati Miata Club! 

We headed out of Jamestown a little past 11:00 o’clock with Michelle and Don 

Bereda in the lead car.  It was sunny and not a cloud in the sky. Travelers enjoyed 

comfortable low 70s temperatures while driving a scenic farm-laden route to the 

Red Brick Tavern. We traversed four counties on this drive, Greene, Clark, Fayette, 

and Madison, on roads most of us had never traveled before. There were few if 

any hilly roads, but there were some hard, flat turns midway to Lafayette and it was 

fun lagging behind a bit, just to speed up into the turns ahead. The lay of the land 

was so flat, in the rocking chair position, on curves you never could lose sight of 

the 14 Miatas in front and in back of you. 

The tasty buffet lunch with an offering of chicken and rice or beef tips and noodles 

was one of the best we’ve had in a while. Dinner rolls, beverages, and pies of 

various kinds were included in the reasonable buffet price.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Co-owner Cris Cummins shares 
history of the Red Brick Tavern 

 



 

The Cobra Show in 

London offered about 3 

dozen Cobras in all 

different paint schemes. 

You seldom see a kit 

car Cobra without a 

large block 427 or 

racing stripes. The “real 

McCoy” Cobras are 

worth approximately $1 

million so you don’t see 

many of the coveted 

originals at these local 

shows. It was a fun 

event with the Cinci 

club. 

 

 

    



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By: Ed Kramer and Tim Howard 

Due to other priorities, we have had several weeks without a 

shop day. That does not mean that car-related activities have 

stopped. Not in the least. On the 24th of June, several of us 

enthusiasts made an early morning trip to the Cobra show in 

London, Ohio. It was a small group and an early start, but it 

paid off. The attendees were Fred Hopple, Denis and Berta 

Loyer, Dale Burnside, Tim Howard and Doug Ankeney. The 

breakfast at Bob Evans was good as usual, and the drive to 

London was exceptional due to the wonderful weather. The 

best part was that we arrived at the show site at 9:18 am just in time to see the entire field of Cobras parade 

en masse from the staging area on the North side of town to assume their assigned positions in the show 

area. This really was an assault on the senses and the highlight of the day!  Imagine if you will, the sound 

of 200 or so powerful engines thundering into town, coupled with the sight of gorgeous and colorful vehicles 

arriving one after another. The pageantry was palpable!  

Getting there early in the day also paid off in terms of lighter crowds and cooler temperatures for 

sightseeing. It also goes without saying that, early in the day there is a higher level of driver enthusiasm in 

the Cobra ride concession (1/8 mile blast down Main street with a Cobra owner).  

 Adding to this whole experience is the fact that London is a beautiful town with well-maintained historic 

homes and wonderful architecture. It is easy to see why we all really enjoyed the London Cobra Show.  

Below are a few photos that commemorate the event. 

  

  

  



With respect to Shop 

like activities, having 

a few extra free days 

in my home shop has 

allowed me to make 

some unanticipated 

progress on my new 

project, The Green 

Monster.  Most of my 

efforts during this 

period have been 

related to body work 

in preparation for a 

new paint job.  As a 

result, the Green 

Monster now looks 

more like a Primered 

Pinto as can be seen 

in the adjacent 

photo.  Oh well, it is 

always darkest just 

before the dawn. 

Here are additional photos from Shop activities. Our illustrious crew performed an alternator transplant – 

without anesthesia! 

 

 

 

 

 

Roger says, "I think it goes there" 

 

 

"Just push on it harder" 

 

 

How many guys does it take to replace Cindy DeVoe's alternator? 

 

 

Patti Purdin waits patiently for the guys to finish 

 


