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The President’s Corner 
by Chuck Valley 

 

Moving along through the first quarter of 2017 and beyond, I have come to appreciate the 

responsibilities and challenges that come with this job. It isn’t something you should 

leisurely assume will be an easy autopilot position from the day you are crowned 

President of the MVMC (I never assumed that). 

I think though, the simple philosophy that applies is, you go as deep as you feel comfortable with and things 

will work out. I don’t, nor could I ever do all of this by myself. I have a superlative Board of Executive Officers 

that work as a team helping me create a club that offers lots of fun events and who takes on the business 

side as well.   

Whenever you have an opportunity, please say thanks to the Exec Officers at our Meet & Greets, at our 

Drive & Dines, and non-drive events. Tony Zlocki - VP, Fred Hoppel - Secretary/Treasurer, Pat Valley - 

Membership Director, Dave Berry - Webmaster and Newsletter Editor, Ed Kramer and Tim Howard – 

Technical Directors, and Roger Gordon – Rally Master. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Now to continue the Miata Series, we’re highlighting the MX-5 “NC” as reviewed by Car & Driver 
Magazine, October 2005. 

ROAD TEST 

Mazda MX-5 

The prototypical entry-level sports car gets faster and better. 

BY CSABA CSERE  

PHOTOGRAPHY BY TOM DREW 

First things first: The 2006 Mazda MX-5 is a 
complete break from its predecessor, with a new, 
dedicated platform and fresh bodywork. It also 
exchanges the old B-family engine for a 2.0-liter 
version of Mazda's corporate four-cylinder 
engine that's used far and wide in Mazda and 
Ford lineups. And inexplicably, the new car gets 
rid of a name that has meant so much to so 
many-Miata-and now calls itself simply the MX-5. 

http://www.caranddriver.com/search/all/author/CSABA+CSERE


But since Miatas have always been about the driving experience, let's cut to the chase and tell you what 
you want to know. How fast is the new car? How does it handle? And does it still have that unique ability to 
provoke an irresistible grin from anyone who loves driving? 

First, this new model is the fastest ever Miata-we know, we know, Mazda wants to forget about that name. 
It scoots to 60 mph in 6.5 seconds, continues through the quarter in 15 seconds flat at 91 mph, and doesn't 
stop accelerating until it hits 131 mph. With the exception of the 91-mph trap speed, which was equaled by 
the turbocharged last-generation Mazdaspeed model, each of those figures sets a record for showroom 
MX-5s. And this performance is hugely faster than that of the original 1990 model, which needed 16.8 
seconds to cover the quarter-mile and topped out at 116 mph. 

The new MX-5's numbers were achieved with the six-speed manual gearbox, which is standard on the 
Grand Touring edition we tested, as well as on the Sport and Limited versions of the new car. But we don't 
expect the performance to be much slower with the five-speed base car, as that transmission allows the 
MX-5 to reach 60 mph in second gear rather than requiring the extra shift to third that the six-speed does. 
The base model, called the Club Sport, weighs about 50 pounds less than the Grand Touring, which won't 
hurt its acceleration, either. 

Speaking of weight, we are delighted that the new model's weight gain is so slight. At 2482 pounds, this 
MX-5 compresses the scales with just 102 more pounds than the second-gen Miata we tested in 1998. 

Of course, the first Miata, in 1990, weighed 2210 pounds. But that model was about two inches shorter and 
narrower than the new car. It also had much smaller tires, 10 percent less cockpit space, brakes that were 
two inches smaller all around and without anti-lock control, no front or side airbags, no stability control, and 
54 fewer horsepower from its engine, which was 25 percent smaller than the latest mill. In other words, the 
12-percent weight increase between the first MX-5 and this newest version seems justified. 

One other reason for the weight is a useful increase in structural rigidity. We rate the improvement in our 
perceived stiffness of this third-generation car to be as great as the improvement between the first- and 
second-generation Miatas. The car is rigid, with hardly any quivers or shakes. 

This solid foundation allows the suspension to work effectively without any deflection or lost motion. Driven 
quickly over one of our favorite back roads, the new MX-5 is extremely stable even while its wheels move 
furiously to maintain contact with uneven pavement. The Bilstein shocks that are part of the optional $500 
suspension package probably helped a lot on these roads. 

On the skidpad, the new MX-5 hangs on to the tune of 0.90 g, a figure exceeded by only one of the two 
Mazdaspeed Miatas we've tested. What's more, if you turn off the stability control that came in the 
premium package on our car, the MX-5 is delightfully neutral. Although you can't easily kick out the tail 
with power, you can definitely balance the car with your right foot once you start cornering with 
enthusiasm. 

This ability to intuitively control the car with either the steering or throttle has always been one of the most 
endearing qualities of the MX-5, and the new car maintains this tradition. The steering is ideally weighted 
and extremely responsive, and it clearly communicates what's going on where the front tires meet the 
pavement. But it's still relaxed and motivated to go straight when you're cruising in a straight line. 

Compared with a first-gen Miata, the new car feels vastly more solid. We drove art director Jeff Dworin's 
'90 Miata for comparison. That car was reasonably rigid in its day, but by '05 standards, it seems to quiver 
constantly. The original is also a touchy car at the cornering limit: If you reduce throttle pressure when the 
tires are howling, the tail swings out instantly and substantially. Moreover, that first car's chassis would wind 



and unwind at the limit, preventing the car from taking a solid cornering set. The new car simply hunkers 
down, with much easier-to-control tail motions. 

When it comes time to brake, the new MX-5 shines again, stopping from 70 mph in 157 feet--another all-
time best for the little Mazda. And it does so with a solid and progressive pedal feel. 

One of the charms of Miatas has always been a comfortable ride, and the new model is much like the 
original. Although our test car's 205/45-17 tires are much larger than the first car's 185/60-14s, unsprung 
weight still seems modest, and the wheels move freely to absorb bumps without upsetting the body. 

In the past 15 years, we've seen lots of people 
commuting in Miatas, and the new car's ride 
comfort ensures that tradition will continue. But 
the MX-5 has never been a relaxing highway 
cruiser, and the latest model is no exception. 
There's a fair amount of road noise from the rear 
wheels filtering into the body through the 
convertible top's well. 

The shifter now feels more damped and slightly 
less mechanical. There's less of a snick-
snick action as you select the gears. But 
winding out the '06 model remains as satisfying 
as ever. The twin-cam, 16-valve 2.0-liter revs eagerly beyond its 6750-rpm redline until it hits the fuel shutoff 
at just over seven grand without generating any discordant notes from the engine compartment or exhaust. 
And with a broad torque curve, you need not row the gearbox unless you're in a big hurry or simply feel like 
playing boy racer. 

The cockpit feels more grown up than the original. The cowl and the door sides are a bit higher, and the 
cabin generally feels a bit less intimate. However, even though the interior volume has grown slightly, most 
of our staffers didn't find much more room in the new car. 

The MX-5 remains a dedicated sports car, and the interior finish is still basic black, although there are 
slightly better materials than in past generations. The controls are still mercifully simple and logical, and 
you need not search for anything. Providing two occupants with four cup holders (two in the console, one 
in each door) strikes us as a strange priority for a sports car. And the ones in the door create a hard bulge 
exactly where an occupant might press a knee to provide additional lateral support. 

Although our test car stickered at just over 27 grand, the '06 MX-5 starts at $20,995 for the stripped Club 
Sport edition. The sweet spot is probably the Sport edition at $23,495 because it comes with the six-speed 
and air conditioning and allows you to order the $500 sport suspension, which comes with the Bilstein 
shocks, special suspension tuning, and a limited-slip differential. 

In whatever form you order it, the MX-5 remains the highly satisfying entry-level sports car it has always 
been. 

Mazda gave the 2009 NC a facelift.  Most notable in the new NC, the small mouth grille from the previous 
NC was replaced with a wider “happy smiling grille”.  Foglamp bezels were flared underneath larger 
slanted “brighter eye” headlamps.  Rocker panel cladding carries the theme to the rear, where you’ll also 
find new taillights.  The fresh-faced NC has subtle changes to engine and transmission. 

  



SHORT TAKE ROAD TEST  

2009 Mazda MX-5 Miata Grand Touring 

Mazda tweaks its little sunshine scooper for even more fun. 

A Willing Partner 

In an effort to reduce pitching 
and rolling and sharpen 
steering responses, Mazda 
revised the Miata’s shock and 
spring rates. The stability 
control system has been 
reprogrammed to be less 
meddlesome, and the six-
speed manual transmission 
has upgraded carbon-coated 
synchronizers for smoother 
shifting. 

Under the hood, the 167-hp 
(158 with the six-speed 
automatic transmission), 2.0-
liter MZR four-cylinder has a 
new oil cooler, a new forged 
steel crank and connecting 

rods, new pistons with stronger wrist pins, and stouter valve springs. The revised hardware allows Mazda 
to raise the 2.0’s redline by 500 rpm, to 7200. Changes to the intake ducting return some of the sexier 
engine sounds of the original Miata. 

Always Fun 

The little roadster remains one of the most entertaining cars to drive at any price. Light, agile, and always 
ready for a frolic, the Miata feels much quicker than it looks on paper with its 6.9-second 0-to-60-mph 
dashes. The higher redline allows you to hold gears longer between corners, and the gearbox now accepts 
quicker shifts and the suspension tuning supplies even more directional control and less understeer. 

Indeed, the chassis changes combined with the optional $500 Sport package (Bilstein shocks, limited-slip 
differential) diminish understeer and give the MX-5 the lift-throttle rotation it lacked before. The 2009 Miata 
actually breaks away from the back end now—as is proper for a rear-drive car—and despite its relatively 
low power, we burned up a set of tires effortlessly drifting the MX-5 around a track. The only noticeable 
drawback to the package is slightly diminished ride quality on the highway. It’s hard to believe, but Mazda 
made a near-perfect pleasure machine even better. 

Is it worth trading in your old Miata for the 2009? If you like the new face, definitely. Base prices are up 
about $1100, to $22,420 for the base SV model. The power-retractable hardtop version remains in the 
lineup, starting at $26,060. Our well-equipped Grand Touring soft top started at $27,020 and finished at 
$29,170 with the Sport and $1650 Premium packs. 

 



Special Notice from the President 

 

From time to time, it is a good idea to review governing documents of a club.  Such has been the case for 

the Miami Valley Miata Club resulting in several occasions over the years of review of the current bylaws 

in effect at that time and subsequent proposal of amended bylaws and ultimate vote to amend them. 

One thing I have concluded, if a bylaw is not enforceable due to being outdated or unreasonable, it probably 

shouldn’t be a bylaw.  I called for a review of current Bylaws by the Executive Committee at the March 

Executive Board Meeting.  The careful examination of the current Bylaws by all MVMC Executive Officers 

has resulted in the Proposed Amendment Bylaws published in the MVMC Website in the Documents 

Section.  “Article XI – Amendments” of the current bylaws states, “These By-Laws may be amended by the 

affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the members’ votes received by the specified deadline.  A meeting 

for this purpose shall be called and notice of such meeting, stating the time, place, and purpose thereof, 

shall be given to all members at least 30 days prior thereto.  Members may also vote in absentia by mail, 

or email, if determined to be appropriate by the Executive Committee.” 

   

Membership, 

 

Please be advised that the Executive Committee suggests you read the 

Proposed Amended By-laws published in the MVMC Website under the 

Documents Section.  We plan to vote on these Proposed Amended Bylaws at 

the July 18th Meet & Greet that is the deadline.   

For your convenience, here is a link to the Proposed Amended By-laws: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B6NyIIDPOHO3Uktva1h2MlNlNEE 

 

Thanks in advance for your participation. 

 

Chuck Valley, President 

Miami Valley Miata Club 

 

 

 

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 

 



Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2017 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Membership Update 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 
 

Remind your friends to renew 

Please remind them to send in $20 to:   

Pat Valley, 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, Xenia, OH 45385. Please make checks payable to:  Miami Valley 

Miata Club.   

View and Download the Membership Form (PDF) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

President 

Chuck Valley 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fred Hoppel 

Vice President 

Tony Zlocki 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Rally Master 

Roger Gordon 

Technical Director 

Ed Kramer 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

June Birthdays 

06/01 Jeanne Gordon 
06/02 Christy Haines 
06/09 Frank Hughes 
06/10 Lisa Donigian 
06/17 Bill Bateman 
06/25 Tim Howard 
06/30 Bill Hicks 
  
  
  

 

 

 

New Members for 2017 

Kaitlyn Fields 

Gary Gepfrey 

Hunter Gastineau 

Christy Haynes 

Mike Minardi 

Randy & Lynda Mott 

 

 

 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf


Paul Haller 

By Dave Berry 

 

The Lincoln Town Car was just too long. Paul Haller’s Buick Riviera had 

failed him on lunch break from LexisNexis, and he longed for a Lincoln, 

having luxuriated in the size and comfort of the quasi-limousine during 

golfing trips to Myrtle Beach. But the tape measure told the sad tale that 

a Town Car in his garage would leave room for a gnat’s hind end – 

barely. So Paul cruised the car dealers in the south suburbs and just 

happened to spot a cool car that he had never before seen. It was sleek, 

sporty, racy even. It was a Mazda Miata. Paul wanted one, but he 

wanted an automatic. The dealer found one in Indiana and Paul took 

delivery of a Montego Blue NA. 

Twenty-two years later, Paul still had that NA (although it has just now 

passed into the hands of Mike Wheeler). 187,000 miles on the clock, 

the little roadster was just as much fun as when Paul bought it. And the 

dealer didn’t just sell him the car, he also pointed Paul to the Miami 

Valley Miata Club, then in its infancy. Paul is an early member - #70. 

Paul and his wife, Judy, 

originally came to the Dayton 

area for work at Wright 

Patterson Air Force Base. 

After two years, NCR 

beckoned and Paul took up a 

long career there in IT software support management. With his 

golfing pedigree in hand (Paul started his college career on a golf 

scholarship), he even served for years as President of the NCR 

Country Club. Work stints at LexisNexis, the Better Business 

Bureau, and Lowe’s carried Paul into retirement. He and Judy had 

moved to the Harveysburg area seventeen years ago, building a 

beautiful home in a park-like setting. 

Now they are moving away, to Deltona, Florida. Judy’s declining 

health has led them to settle closer to their daughter’s family. And 

while we all can wish them the very best and a long life together 

in Florida, the Miami Valley Miata Club will miss them dearly. Paul 

has been a loyal member, has served twice as Rally Master, and 

has led the annual Polar Bear Run for the last three years. He still 

says of his Miata, “What a great car”. 

We say of Paul Haller, “What a great guy”. 

  

Paul was awarded lifetime 
Honorary Membership in the 

MVMC at the May Meet & Greet 



Photo Scavenger Hunt 

By Pat Valley 

Eight members took part in a picture 
Scavenger Hunt on May 13th hosted 
by Pat Valley and Kaity Fields. We 
started out from Marion’s Piazza in 
Beavercreek, with the goal of finding 
11 Dayton landmarks. Participants 
had to rely on their knowledge of 
Dayton and good old fashioned 
paper maps to track down the 
aviation-themed landmarks, take a 
snapshot, then return to the rally 
point. Three teams found all 11 
landmarks: Sturgeons, Vollmers and 
Whitakers.  (Kudos to one team who 
was solo; had to be driver, navigator 
and picture taker - Dave Berry)! The 
team with the lowest mileage 
won:  the Sturgeons came in with the 
lowest mileage, but the Vollmers 
were hot on their wheels! All participants enjoyed lunch at Frisch’s Big Boy.  

 

  

  

  

 



Dayton Dragons Group Outing 

By Dave Berry 

Twenty of your Miami Valley Miata Club’s members gathered at Fifth Third Field in downtown Dayton, on 
the evening of May 18th to take in a game between Dayton’s minor league Dragons and the Bowling Green 
(Kentucky) Hot Rods. It was a perfect night for a baseball game – or for nearly any outdoor activity, for that 
matter. 

Dave and Peggy Berry welcomed the group, having secured the passel of tickets, hat vouchers, and raffle 
coupons. We all were seated within two rows in Section 104, down the right field line in the lower level. Our 
view of the playing field was just fine, and we were in position to harass visiting players in their bullpen, if 
one had the urge (no one did – our group maintained perfect decorum). 

Early in the proceedings, the Dragons scrolled the list of attending groups on the scoreboard, and the name 
“Miami Valley Miata Club” appeared to our cheers and applause. All took full advantage of the outing, 
feasting on ballpark food and drink. Among the group was our newest (and youngest ever) member, Kaitlyn 
Fields. 

As for the game itself, it provided moments of great excitement. The Dragons pulled out to a 4-0 lead after 
three innings, highlighted by a first inning triple, only to have Bowling Green tie the game in the top of the 
fourth on a pair of long two-run home runs. That’s how it remained until the bottom of the ninth inning. A 
leadoff single, wild pitch, and ground out put the winning run on third base with one out. The next batter 

was struck out, leaving the fans groaning in 
disappointment. Then the Dragons right 
fielder, Michael Beltre, rolled one to the 
shortstop, raced out of the batter’s box, and 
beat the throw to first base for an infield 
single, as the winning run scored. The crowd 
erupted in delight!  

All had a fine time and there was plenty of 
enthusiasm for repeating the outing at a 
future date. One question remains –who won 
the group raffle? 

 

  

  



The “Full Throttle” Experience 

by Chuck Valley 

We gathered on Saturday 

afternoon to relive our 

teenage years. The event 

marked the first of its kind that 

the _striving to be ever 

youthful_ MVMC has 

partaken in. We knew that the 

“auto-cross crowd” within our 

club would be involved. Only 

a prior engagement kept 

George Wetmore from 

participating, but he sent us 

“racing fools” his best. We 

_thought_ competitive-

natured Chris Vollmer would 

have joined in, but maybe 

next time? Jeanne Gordon 

and Peggy Berry joined us for 

the fun. Pat Valley was 

planning to race (she’s 

competitive too!) but got stuck 

at the last-minute babysitting 

our three grandkids. Pat 

promises to be there on race 

day in November. If you don’t 

desire to race, watch us go 

crazy out there on the track 

trying to keep up with the 

faster cars or just finish the 

race. It’s fun to watch from the deck too! Or, dust off you 1/32nd scale slot car and bring it with you, or enjoy 

playing a few games of pool with other MVMC members. It’s a fun hour or so anyway you join in. 

You’ve heard of the twisties? Well, let’s just say, this experience with go-carts really challenged our eye-

hand coordination and was intense enough to make amateur racers forget their everyday woes. As soon 

as you sit down and buckle in to the cockpit, your brain instantly becomes focused on the fast-paced twisty 

roadway ahead!  We drove two indoor tracks named appropriately “Adrenaline” and “Rush”. We chose to 

spare you all the after-the-race sweat-soaked photos of Dave Berry, Fred Hoppel, Chuck Valley, and Roger 

Gordon (no relationship to the famous NASCAR driver Jeff Gordon although Roger may want you to believe 

that!), But, here are a few photos from our karting experience. Removing our helmets and collar braces, 

returning to our normal thought patterns, comments ranged from, “That was a lot of work!” to “I’m definitely 

coming back!” to “Made me forget all my troubles!” to “Good therapy for what ails ya!”. We had so much fun 

we plan to return in November! 

  



(Photos provided by Peggy Berry)  

 

 

Registering - what are we in for? 

 

 

Mount up! 

 

 

Four intrepid warriors in full battle gear 

 



MVMC 2017 Calendar of Events 

 
Date Event Host(s) Venue 

June 10 Plain Folk Café Drive Dave & Peggy Berry Pleasant Plain, Ohio 

June 11 Ault Park Concours Ed Walker and Tim Howard Ault Park, Cincinnati 

June 17 Miami County Barn Tour Randy & Lynda Mott Miami County 

June 20 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley Carillon Brewing Company, 
Dayton 

June 24 Red Brick Tavern Drive & Dine Valleys, Beredas Lafayette (London), Ohio 

June 24 London Cobra Show Tim Howard London, Ohio 

June 25 Mid-Ohio Vintage Races Ed Kramer Lexington, Ohio 

June 25 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia 

July 4 Miata Parade (Fairborn) Dan & Norma Kirkpatrick Kirkpatrick’s (lunch) 

July 14/15 Kentucky Bourbon Trail Chuck & Pat Valley Louisville/Lexington KY 

July 16 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia 

July 18 Meet & Greet and vote on 
proposed Amended By-laws 

Chuck Valley TBD 

July 22 Hare & Hound Roger Gordon/Chris Vollmer It’s another mystery! 

Aug 3-6 Miatas at the Gap XXI Dave Berry Townsend, TN and Deal’s Gap, 
NC 

Aug 5 British Car Show Tim Howard Eastwood MetroPark 

Aug 6 Deer Creek Lake Drive Mike Allen NE of Washington, CH 

Aug 6 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia 

Aug 15 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley Old Spaghetti Warehouse 

Sep 3 Drive & Lick Chuck & Pat Valley We’re not telling 

Sep 10 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia 

Sep 12 Annual Picnic TBD Lofino Park, Beavercreek 

Sep 23 Caesar’s Creek Winery Chuck & Pat Valley SE of Xenia 

Sep 30 Covered Bridge Drive Part II 
(reprise) 

George Wetmore Warren/Clinton/Greene Co. 

Oct 1 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia 

Oct 8 “Sundae” Drive & Dine Chuck & Pat Valley Greene, Clinton, Clark counties 

Oct 8-11 Skyline Drive (WVA) Roger Gordon West Virginia/Virginia 

Oct 17 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley Jeff Schmitt Mazda Beavercreek 

Oct 19-22 Fall Foliage Drive (TN) Steve Miller Townsend, TN 

Oct 28 Poker Run Chuck & Pat Valley TBD 

Nov 4 Weenie Roast, Bonfire/Moonlight 
Drive 

Chuck & Pat Valley, Chris 
Vollmer 

Kramer Farm, Spring Valley 

Nov 18 Full Throttle Go Karting Chuck & Pat Valley Tri-county area (Cincy) 

Nov 21 Meet & Greet and 2018 Officer 
Elections 

Chuck Valley TBD 

Dec 9 MVMC Christmas Party Toni & Jeanne Zlocki TBD 

Dec 31 Polar Bear Run TBD TBD 

 

FROM THE RALLY MASTER 

Come on guys and gals - we have lots of open dates, for new Miata club adventures.  July, August and 
September all have several weekends with nothing going on Miata-wise.  Please think about putting 
together a Miata club drive or event.  If you do not have ideas, get in touch with me and I will hook you up 
with some potential drives or events.  ALSO, we have scanned in many past events that will be available 
for your review and use.  If you start with one of these, your investment of time will be minimal - you can 
even do the exact same event.  We really need a variety of drives and events to hold member's interest - 
some like to dine, some like to drive leisurely, some like to drive fast, some just like a "destination 
drive".  Whatever you like, there are certainly other club members that like the same. Give me a shout and 
we can work together to make a fun event. – Roger Gordon  



Plain Folk Café Drive & Dine  

Join Dave and Peggy Berry for a Drive and Dine to The Plain Folk Café, Pleasant Plain, Ohio 

When: Saturday, June 10th 

Time: 11:00 am meet @ Xenia Bike Hub 

Driver's Meeting: 11:15 am 

Depart: 11:30 am 

RSVP: to dinglebe@hotmail.com or 937-367-6879 by Tuesday, June 6th 

We will drive 50 plus miles through Greene, Warren and Clinton counties to the little burg of Pleasant Plain 
and a converted school house cafe where the food is great and the atmosphere is well, it's a throwback to 
the '60s, when music was recorded on vinyl and we were skinny. Great back roads with lots of twisties 
await! So don't miss out on a great time! 
 
 
 
 

  



2017 Ault Park Concours 

Join Ed Walker and Tim Howard at the Ault Park Concours in Cincinnati 

Sunday, June 11, 2017 

Meet in the Dayton Mall area (details later) at 7:00am 

Concours opens at 9:00am and closes at 2:00pm 

With the generosity of the Greater Cincinnati Miata Club, tickets are $5.00 off face value and PRIME 
PARKING IS AVAILABLE just outside the show gates. 

Tim Howard has been invited to show his white Miata! 

Contact Ed Walker at walkereh@aol.com or at 937-426-4764 or 937-286-6570 if interested. 

 

Featuring the Best of 40 Years of Automotive Excellence 

2017 SPECIAL DISPLAYS: 

Camaro & Firebird – 50 Years 

Tuners – Custom Tuners – Factory-backed 

The Cincinnati Concours d’Elegance is a nationally recognized car show that highlights some of the most 
spectacular automobiles and motorcycles of all time. Ault Park offers one of the most unique settings for 
a Concours in the country. Cars are displayed in the formal gardens of historic Ault Park, with a classic 
pavilion overlooking the show field, hosting an automotive art show and brunch. A weekend of social 
functions and a casual road tour precede Sunday’s Concours. 

mailto:walkereh@aol.com


Miami County Barn Tour Drive and Dine 

 
Date: Saturday, June 17, 2017 – 8:30am, 9:00am depart for tour 

Meet: 2535 Ross Road, Charleston Falls Preserve, Tipp City, OH 45371 

Please join Randy and Lynda Mott for a driving tour of lovely and pastoral Miami County which will include 

a drive-by of 20 Bicentennial barns with different and unique quilt squares painted on them, a drive-by of 

our restored county court house, a visit to the historic Eldean Covered Bridge, and finish with lunch at the 

El Sombrero Mexican Restaurant whose owner sponsored the painter of the quilt squares. 

 

 

Please RSVP Randy Mott, jrmott@woh.rr.com, 

937-545-8772 

 

Links: 

 

http://homegrowngreat.com/attractions/barn-

quilts/, a listing of all of the barns 

 

http://www.elsombrerotroy.com/, a menu is 

available to view on their site 
 

 

   
 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

  

 

mailto:jrmott@woh.rr.com
http://homegrowngreat.com/attractions/barn-quilts/
http://homegrowngreat.com/attractions/barn-quilts/
http://www.elsombrerotroy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


Red Brick Tavern Drive & Dine 

We will meet up with the Cinci Miata Club in Jamestown, then caravan to the Red Brick Tavern in Lafayette 
OH for a delicious buffet lunch, then an optional short trip to the London Cobra Show. 

Join the Valleys and Beredas and the Cincinnati Miata Club for a Drive and Dine to The Red Brick Tavern, 

Lafayette, Ohio http://historicredbricktavern.com 

When: Saturday, June 24th 

Time: 9:45 am meet @ Xenia Bike Hub 

Driver's Meeting: 10:00 am 

Depart: 10:15 am 

RSVP: to charles.valley@yahoo.com or 937-608-5251 by Monday, June 5th, **Including your lunch 
selection** 

It will be a private buffet lunch: Choose from these entrees with one additional side dish for $14.99: 

Beef Tips over Noodles – Tender beef tips in a rich flavorful thick broth over hot buttered noodles 

Sliced Roast Beef – Slow cooked thinly sliced roast beef, oven baked and served with real mashed 
potatoes & gravy 

Baked Boneless Chicken & Rice – Boneless, skinless breast of chicken baked with rice and mushroom 
sauce 

Baked Lasagna – Five cheese or meat and cheese layers of pasta and marinara sauce baked to perfection 

Oven Roasted Pork – Slow baked tender pork chops with real mashed potatoes and gravy 

Side dish options: seasoned green beans, California blend buttered corn, baby carrots, and garden salad 

All of the above served with dinner rolls, beverage & dessert. 

 

  

 

 

http://historicredbricktavern.com/


2017 London Cobra Show 

Where: Scenic downtown London, Ohio 

What: The London Cobra Show (LCS) if not the largest, is certainly among the largest gatherings of Cobras 
in the world. Cobras, both replicas and originals come from all over the U.S. and some even travel 
internationally to attend. The LCS is a combination car show social event and charity fund raiser. The funds 
raised support Cystic Fibrosis. If you want to see hundreds of beautifully crafted Cobras, buy memorabilia, 
visit the many vendors, ride in a Cobra, or buy a raffle ticket to win a Cobra, you can't afford to miss this 
event, particularly since the admission is free. 

When: June 24, 2017 at the Bob Evans located at 1981 Harner Drive in Xenia, Ohio at 7:00 am for breakfast, 
8:00 am if you just want to enjoy the scenic one hour drive on Route 42 to London, Ohio. 

Why: To see several hundred examples of one of the most historically significant cars in U.S. automotive 
culture, support a worthy charity, and enjoy the company of other MVMC club members. 

How: Call Tim Howard at 937-439-3942, or email tghcc@woh.rr.com to reserve a spot before June 17, 
2017. 
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2017 Vintage Races at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course 

 

 

Where: Mid-Ohio Race Track located at 7721 Lexington Steam Corners Road, Lexington, 
Ohio 44904. 

What: Vintage sports cars of all types running 8 lap races against similar competition. The field usually 
includes everything from Triumphs and MG's to Porches, Corvettes, and Cobras. This year the first Miata 
models are 25 years old, old enough to qualify as vintage racers. As a result, there will be a special Miata 
class where you can expect to see a crowded and very competitive field. Other attractions include many 
vendor exhibits, a Concour d' Elegance for spectator cars,  an opportunity to do a parade lap of the 
track, and an open paddock where you can see the competing cars close up. Admission is $25.00.for the 
day at the track entrance. 
 
When: Meet June 25th at the Bob Evans located at 14981 Harner Drive in Xenia, Ohio at 6:00 am for 
breakfast, or 7:00 am if you just want to join the drive to Mid-Ohio. The drive takes about 2.5 hours on 
scenic Route 42 through farm country most of the way. 
 
Why: To commune with other MVMC members, enjoy a scenic drive, and then watch some exciting vintage 
racing, especially the new Miata class. 
 
How: Call or email Ed Kramer at 937-862-4434, email kramerfarms@sbcglobal.net before June 18th to 

reserve your spot.
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Uncle Sam wants You! 

 

to drive in the 2017 Fairborn 

4th of July Parade 

 

Contact Fairborn Mayor (and 

Miami Valley Miata Club 

member) Dan Kirkpatrick 

 

at 937-673-4178 or 

daniel.r.kirkpatrick@gmail.com 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By: Ed Kramer and Tim Howard 

 The very event of emerging from winter’s darkness into the 

light of spring elevates one’s spirits and puts a more positive 

light on all your current endeavors.  It is likely that for those of 

us in the MVMC, current endeavors include readying our cars 

for warm weather top down cruising.  Since I am a car nut of 

the highest order and spend my time reading car 

magazines/catalogs and visiting automotive parts stores, I find 

myself occasionally trying new products that the more normal 

club member might not try.  If you will bear with me I will tell 

you about a couple I was particularly pleased with that you might want to incorporate into your spring spruce 

up. 

If you wash your own car as I do, one of the factors inhibiting a satisfactory result is the lack of an effective 
chamois.  Getting the water off your car before it dries and either leaves spots or streaks is crucial to a 
satisfactory experience.  A second factor, is how long it takes to complete the job.  After all we all seem to 
have more to do than can reasonably be accomplished on a daily basis. 

For years I relied upon the traditional leather chamois to complete this job.  Then a few years ago I realized 

that the quality of the chamois available on the market, even the very expensive ones, was so poor that I 

had to find a different alternative.  I tried many, and some were better than the old leather alternative.  Then 

I discovered what I believe is hands down the best chamois that I have ever used, the “Terry Weave Drying 

Towel” sold by Griot’s Garage for $38.99.  This is a 25x35 inch terry weave micro fiber towel, that soaks up 

water at an incredible rate, and essentially cuts the time it takes to wash my car in half.   The product is 

washable so you can extend its life. 

A second product that I have tried over the past couple seasons is “Meguiar’s Ultimate Liquid Wax”.  This 

is a pure synthetic polymer that leaves no white residue on your car, even if applied in full sun.  This wax 

contains no polishing compound, so if your paint is oxidized or full of dirt it may not be the product for you.  

On the other hand, if your paint has been well maintained, this wax is terrific.  It bonds with the paint at a 

polymer level, brings out the color and leaves it glistening as if it was new.  Even better, in my opinion it is 

the easiest wax to apply and remove that I have ever used.  Although it is a little more expensive than some 

of the other premium waxes, you apply it so sparingly that it is cost effective, and like the chamois, I believe 

that it cuts the time it takes to wax your car about in half.  My personal tests would say that it lasts at least 

as long as any other product that I have ever used. 

If you need to replenish your supply of these products for your spring spruce up, I hope that you will give 
the above a try.  I believe that you will like them as much as I did. 

With respect to the regular Thursday Shop Days, we have been busy.  During our most recent gathering 

we had about 14 participants, accomplished 3 oil changes and installed new Koni Struts on the rear of Dan 

Long’s Miata.  The coffee and donuts were good, the participation was excellent, and we all had a goodtime.  

Susan Cain has become our official photographer and attached below you will find some pictures 

commemorating this event.  

 

 

 



 

 

 


