
 
June 2019   Volume 31, Issue 6 

                        

 
President’s Corner 

by Tony Zlocki 

Jaguar…it started with an engine 
 
It was the height of the Coventry Blitz. Nightly raids brought wave after wave of Nazi bombers 
dropping tons of high explosive and incendiary bombs. Before the war, Coventry had been the "motor 
city" of the United Kingdom, but after England declared war on Germany on September 3,1939, the 
world changed forever. 
 
As early as 1935, William Lyons (company owner) and his chief engineers (William Heynes, Walter 
Hassan, Claude Baily) set about to create the heart of the new twin overhead cam engine, the XK. 
 
The company had been named Jaguar Cars 
Limited and the idea was to make a limited 
number of aluminum bodied cars to prove the 
viability of the engine, while gaining the needed 
publicity. The company’s and the country’s need 
for hard currency was being satisfied by the 
development of a lively export business. The car 
they designed  was probably Lyons masterpiece. 
Although he drew inspiration from other sources, 
the XK-120 was a unique design. The first 242 
XK-120s were hand-built aluminum bodies 
wrapped around ash framing, mounted to a steel 
chassis. To meet demand, beginning in the 1950 
model year, all subsequent were mass-produced 
out of steel. Only the doors, hood, and trunk lid were still aluminum. 
  

 



The car was a sensation on the road and the track. Jaguar went to some great lengths to describe 
the XK-120 as a "fast roadster" It quickly became apparent that it was a formidable racer as well. 

In all, 12,045 Jaguar XK-120s were produced from 1948 through 1954 at both the Holbrook Lane and 

Browns Lane factories in Coventry. The XK-120 gave birth to the more luxurious and sophisticated 

XK-140 and even more luxurious XK-150. In North America, the E-type was marketed as the XK-E to 

build off the success of the 120-150. In 1996 the XK name was revived as XK-8, and continued in 

production until 2015, when it was finally retired - for now.  

 

Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2019 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 
  

   

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 
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MVMC 2019 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for 
which at least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
3Date Event Host(s) Venue 

Jun 9 Cincinnati Concours d’Elegance Tim Howard Ault Park, Cincinnati, OH 

Jun 15 Ohio Presidents Tour Chuck & Pat Valley TBA 

Jun 18 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

Jun 22 Cobra Show Tim Howard London, OH 

Jun 29 Arthritis Foundation Auto Show N/A Dublin, OH 

Jul 4 Fairborn 4th of July Parade Dan Kirkpatrick Fairborn, OH 

Jul 4 Beavercreek 4th of July Parade Dan Kirkpatrick Beavercreek, OH 

Jul 16 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

Jul 20 Red Brick Tavern Drive & Dine Tony & Jean Zlocki London, OH 

Jul 28 BB Riverboats Cruise Roger Gordon Newport, KY 

Aug 1-4 Miatas at the Gap* N/A Maryville, TN 

Aug 10 British Car Show Tim Howard Eastwood Metropark 

Aug 24 Hocking Hills Drive & Dine Fred & Jayna Hoppel Southeastern Ohio 

Aug 31 Tour de Gem Miata Rally Dan Kirkpatrick Dayton environs 

 

*Members are on their own for Miatas at the Gap as Mike Wheeler is unable to lead the group due to 

family matters 

 

From the Membership Desk 

By Pat Valley, Membership Director 
 

We have four new members that joined in May: Welcome Larry Leese, Wayne Rickey, Jeff Dixon & 
Cate Renner, and Jerry & Nancy Cooper. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

June Birthdays 

06/01 Jeanne Gordon 
06/02 Christy Haynes 
06/09 Frank Hughes 
06/09 Wayne Rickey 
06/11 Gary Thrasher 
06/17 Bill Bateman 
06/22 Karen Nagafuchi 
06/25 Tim Howard 
  

  

  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  

New Members for 2019 

 

Jerry & Nancy Cooper 

Jeff Dixon & Cate Renner 

Wayne Rickey 

Larry Leese 

Karen Nagafuchi 

Gary & Denise Thrasher 

Dave & Rachel Johnson 

Heather Morgan 

Barry & Anissa Evans 

Paul & Karen Weglage 

 



Plain Folk Café Drive & Dine 

By Dave Berry 

A fine day greeted 15 cars and 28 Miami Valley Miata Club members convening at Bill Yeck Park in 

Centerville. We were on our way on the 4th annual drive to the Plain Folk Café in the little town of 

Pleasant Plain, south of Morrow, Ohio. The route duplicated much of the previous years’, with a new 

winding road added on the entry into Morrow, and deletion of a side jog past Caesar Creek Soaring 

Club (where the Berry’s were nearly beheaded last year by a landing sailplane). All made the drive 

without drama, whereupon we were greeted by the welcoming crew at Plain Folk Café. They have 

been pleased to serve us, as our group brings a lot of business on a Saturday afternoon. One of these 

times, we should stick around for the live music that is presented in the evening! 

  

 

Nice and orderly on the staging at Bill Yeck Park 

Photo by Chris Vollmer 

  

 

 

The MVMC crew at Plain Folk Cafe 

 

 

Plain Folk Artwork 

Photo by Chris Vollmer 



2019 Poker Run 

 
It was a nice, sunny spring day and the third time the MVMC set out on the road to compete for some 

nice prizes that the holders of the Top 3 poker hands would receive. This year it was a repeat of the 

first Poker Run two years ago in Greene County, a 40-mile mobile poker game. 

 

Having Lady Luck with them, Chris and Donna Vollmer had the high hand with three Aces and 

received a $25 restaurant gift card, Patti Purdin had the second highest hand with three 9s and 

received a $20 restaurant gift card, and Mike Allen took third highest hand with 2 King’s and 2 Jacks 

and received a $15 Graeter’s ice cream gift card. “Worst Hand” gift went to Russ and Dianne Loughlin 

and they received a car care kit. All gift recipients also won a telescopic back scratcher! 

 

At the end of the drive, we had a great lunch at Flyboy’s Deli at the Fairfield Mall.   

 

These poker runs are a fun event that we will likely continue in years to come. 

 

Chuck Valley, Rally Master 

Miami Valley Miata Club 

  

  

Additional photos of June events available at: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ppNFtUR8eMfylivdicYQ_cRCUJoAA3wF 



MVMC at the Dayton Dragons 

  

 

Dragons organization welcomed us to the game 

 

 

Photos by Pat Valley 

 

 

 

Weather was perfect... 

 

 

Nary a cloud in the sky   

 



Cincinnati Concours d’Elegance 

Join Ed Walker and Tim Howard at Ault Park for the Cincinnati Concours 

Sunday, June 09, 2019 

Meet at the Dayton Mall in the Bravo Parking Lot at 

7:00 am 

Concours opens at 10:00am and closes at 2:00 pm. 

Through the generosity of the Greater Cincinnati 

Miata Club, tickets are $5.00 off face value and 

PRIME PARKING IS AVAILABLE just outside the 

show gates. 

Act quickly as space is very limited. 

 

London Cobra Show 

Where: Scenic downtown London, Ohio 

What: The London Cobra Show (LCS) if not the largest, is certainly among the largest gatherings of 

Cobras in the world. Cobras, both replicas and originals come from all over the U.S. and internationally 

to attend. The LCS is a combination car show social event and charity fund raiser. The funds raised 

Support Cystic Fibrosis. If you want to see hundreds of beautifully crafted Cobras, buy memorabilia, 

visit the many vendors, or buy a raffle ticket to win a Cobra, you can't afford to miss this event, 

particularly since the admission is free. 

When: June 22, 2019 at the Bob Evans located at 1981 Harner Drive in Xenia, Ohio at 7:00 am for 

breakfast, 8:00 am if you just want to enjoy the scenic one-hour drive on Route 42 to London, Ohio. 

Why: To see several hundred 

examples of one of the most 

historically significant cars in U.S. 

automotive culture, support a 

worthy charity, and enjoy the 

company of other MVMC club 

members. 

How: Call Tim Howard at 937-439-

3942, or email tghcc@woh.rr.com 

to reserve a spot before June 17, 

2019. 

  

 

 

mailto:tghcc@woh.rr.com


MIATAS AT THE GAP 

Thursday, August 1st - Sunday, August 4th 
 
Join friends in a return to MATG 1-4 August 2019. 
 
MATG at Fontana Village in North Carolina is the longest running Miata gathering in the country. 
Located in the midst of some of the greatest driving roads like Tail of the Dragon, Moonshiner 28, and 
Cherohala Skyway, MATG is also one of the largest gatherings of Miatas and owners in the US. So 
join us for a fun drive and perhaps meet new friends from other clubs around the country that are 
Miata/MX-5 enthusiasts! 
 
The Club has reserved a block of 10 rooms at the Luxbury Inn & Suites; 805 Foothills Mall Drive; 
Maryville, TN 37801. The Luxbury offers free Wi-Fi, a fully-equipped kitchen, continental breakfast, 
and is conveniently located to many of your favorite restaurants. 
 
To reserve your room, Call 865-983-9839 no later than July 1, 2019 
 
(Prices do NOT include taxes): 
1) $273.00 for a 1-bedroom suite for the three nights [6 available] 
2) $313.00 for a deluxe 1-bedroom suite for the three nights [1 available] 
2) $335.00 for a double queen suite for the three nights [3 available] 
 
If you think you may be going, you are encouraged to book a room with the knowledge you can cancel 
72 hours in advance. Rooms book up fast so don’t put it off too long. When calling, tell ‘em you’re 
with the Miami Valley Miata Club.  
 
Please note that Mike Wheeler, who had volunteered to lead the trip, is unable to attend. Those 
planning to travel to MATG are encouraged to work together to plan their activities.  

 



Miami Valley Miata Club 

25th Anniversary Plaques 

Available in silver, gold, or white tone from member Bob Luken at a cost of $10.00 each 

 

  

 

Plate size is 5 inches by 7 inches, and the 

overall base size if 6 inches by 8 inches. 

Bob also can print a 24” x 36” poster of the 25th 

cake logo printed on glossy photo paper. Cost 

is $15.00. 

Contact Bob Luken at rpluken@earthlink.net 

 
 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Tim Howard 

I enter this discussion with a great deal of trepidation; but I see no way around 

it. I think that it is time for me to discuss the facts of life. The facts are that it is 

Spring and, as much as I like Spring, it comes with a plethora of lawn and home 

maintenance. The facts are that as much as I hate to admit it, I don’t work as 

fast as I used to. Given those two facts of life, it now takes me a lot longer to 

complete the annual Spring maintenance chores. That translates into spending 

much less time on automotive adventures and projects. The result is a whole lot 

less to talk about in Shop Talk. These facts of life discussions are always so embarrassing!!!! 

Given my lack of personal topics to talk about right now, I am thankful for people like Dale Burnside 

who recently took the time to send me one of his personal experiences. In March, Dale decided that 

it was time to change the battery in his NC Miata (2006 to 2013) equipped with Dynamic Stability 

Control (DSC). This is important because most of us who are over 50 would think that this would be 

a very simple task. Dale’s contribution points out that the addition of contemporary electronic 

equipment can significantly complicate this formerly simple task. Dale’s comments are outlined below.   

First suggestion: Removing the battery /hold-down bracket 

• Do not completely remove the nuts from the battery hold-down bracket. Just loosen the nuts 

enough to allow the hooks to disengage from the battery tray. If you completely remove the 

nuts, the hooks will disappear into the lower regions of the engine bay (perhaps never to be 

found again). I believe that Dale speaks from experience!!!!!! 

Second suggestion: Procedure to reset the DSC (Dynamic Stability Control) after the battery is 

installed 

• Turn the ignition to the on position. 

• Turn the steering wheel all the way to the right, then all the way to the left (this is much          

easier to accomplish if you put some cardboard under the front wheels).  

• Turn the key to off. 

• Start the engine.  The DSC light should be off. 

In addition, many of you have asked if I ever got around to finishing the body work on the 2006 Miata 

project car that I reported on in February.  The answer is yes.  I completed the body work and painted 

  



the fender in May.  Accompanying are a couple of photos of the work in process (for comparison 

purposes), and one of the completed work. 

 

 

 

 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 
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