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The President’s Corner 
by Chuck Valley 

 

May was a busy month for the MVMC with several outings for club members. Bicycle 

Museum of America in New Bremen hosted by Roger and Jeanne Gordon included an 

optional breakfast and lunch, so this was the first day trip I can recall that was a drive and 

dine(s). The month also included the B-17 fly-in drive & dine hosted by yours truly with several club 

members who met at Xenia Station and had a nice lunch at Golden Jersey Inn before a short 34 mile stretch 

to Grimes Flying Field just north of Urbana, then the drive to Mecum Auto Auctions in Indianapolis hosted 

by yours truly with several club members and one family member. Byron Petit and his son-in-law (in a boot 

cast mind you) rode shotgun in a supercharged 6.2 Liter 707hp@ 6,000 rpm, 650 lb-ft @4,000 rpm Dodge 

Challenger Hellcat. Byron could be seen bracing himself with his back pressed hard against the seat during 

the wild ride and I do mean wild! Capping off the month of May was what has become the annual MVMC 

Dayton Dragons outing hosted by Dave and Peggy Berry. Dave set us up to dine at Brixx which was 

convenient, good food, and fast service prior to the game. Dave sat out dinner at Brixx, reminding others 

he’s saving his appetite for ball park food. True to form, he could be seen in the stands not long after arriving 

at the ball park, devouring one of those foot-long hot dogs with everything on it. Great outing we should do 

every year! The weather cooled off nicely, and the Dragons had a stunning come-from-behind victory over 

the White Caps! 

Be sure to check the event calendar for upcoming events like the Historical House Tour, the Kentucky 

Bourbon Trail Part II, Cobra Show, and Poolside Cookout this month. 

Again, participate while your good health allows, you’ll get more out of your club and build some good 

memories along the way!  It beats cleaning the house or falling asleep in front of the boob tube. 

 

 

 

Boomerang Embroidery is ready for your apparel order 

 

 

 

View their MVMC catalog at: 

https://companycasuals.com/miata/s.jsp?action=view&parentId=1&httpsecure=Y 

coordinate with pat valley for order pick-up 

 

 

https://companycasuals.com/miata/s.jsp?action=view&parentId=1&httpsecure=Y


Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2018 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

Membership Update 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 

We have two new members joining in May – Mark Fritz and Thomas Birkbeck, for a 2018 total of 71 
active members. Welcome Mark and Thomas! 
 
If you have missed the emails or forgot where to send your renewal, here is the form.  Please mail it with 
your $20 renewal fee to: Pat Valley, 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, Xenia, OH 45385.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

President 

Chuck Valley 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fred Hoppel 

Rally Master 

Roger Gordon 

Vice President 

Tony Zlocki 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

May Birthdays 

6/01 Jeanne Gordon 
6/02 Christy Haynes 
6/09 Frank Hughes 
6/17 Bill Bateman 
6/25 Tim Howard 
6/28 Vickie Gentry 
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

New Members for 2018 

Mark Fritz 

Thomas Birkbeck 

Carlos Quintana & Sherry Crossman 

Patrick & Lori Powell 

Richard & Barb Robinson 

 

 

  

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf


MVMC 2018 Calendar of Events 

 
 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for which at 
least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
Date Event Host(s) Venue 

Jun 9 Adena Mansion Drive Tony & Jeanne Zlocki Chillicothe, OH 

Jun 15-16 Bourbon Trail Drive Chuck & Pat Valley Louisville, KY vicinity 

Jun 17 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia, OH 

Jun 19 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley TJ Chumps, Huber Heights 

Jun 23 Cobra Show Tim Howard London, OH 

Jun 30 Poolside Cookout Christy Haynes Columbus, OH 

Jul 4 4th of July Parade Chuck Valley Beavercreek, OH 

Jul 7 Arthritis Foundation Classic Car 
Show 

Buckeye Miata Club Dublin, OH 

Jul 8 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia, OH 

Jul 14 Pleasant Folk Café Drive Dave & Peggy Berry Pleasant Plain, OH 

Jul 17 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley TBA 

Aug 12 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia, OH 

Aug 21 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley TBA 

  

 

  

Links of interest: 
 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

 

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


Bicycle Museum of America Drive & Dine 

By Roger Gordon 

 
May 12th was an excellent day for the Bicycle Museum of America Drive and Dine. This event was mainly 
undertaken to show that we could easily use past drives as a basis for a new modern-day drive. And in fact, 
we were able to use the exact same route that was used originally in 2004 by the original leaders, Jim and 
Pam Elking, then of St. Marys. The group met at the Bob Evans in Troy for breakfast (which was eventually 
served!) and proceeded on the route, ending at the Bicycle Museum of America in New Bremen. We took 

our time lazily driving thru the rural back 
roads of Miami, Shelby and Auglaize 
counties. Seeing the large solar farm 
outside Minster as well as the drive 
around Lake Loramie State Park on 
route 362 were nice treats. The drive 
definitely showcased the flatness of Ohio 
and showed proof positive of the 
dominance of farming. 
 

The Bicycle Museum of America proved to be an unexpected treat. 
Surprisingly, one did not need to be a bicycle aficionado to enjoy this 
facility. Seeing the historical progression and the amazing variety of 
types of wheels, frames, propulsion gears and such was a real treat, 
as well as seeing many bikes from our childhood. They also 
highlighted the Huffy contribution to bikes as well as the Wright 
Brothers input, giving our tour a local flavor. They even had three bikes 
(out of 35) formerly owned by bicycling aficionado Robin Williams as 
well as one of three bikes used in the movie “Pee-Wee's Big 
Adventure”.   
 
The event proved that using past events as a basis of new events is 
an excellent way to make for a successful drive and dine event. Please 
think about leading a future event - get hold of the MVMC Rally Master 
for suggestions and assistance.  

  

For more photos from May MVMC events, visit the club’s Google Drive page at: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cVWB_f-q8ykTe3ReXpfU9reJhF131zxO 

 

 

We were fortunate to have the services of a museum tour guide 

 

 

Ruth proves hands are not 
needed to ride a Big Wheel 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cVWB_f-q8ykTe3ReXpfU9reJhF131zxO


B-17 Fly-In 

Grimes Field, Urbana, Ohio 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



MVMC at the Dayton Dragons 

 

 

  

 

Pre-game at Brixx Ice Company 

 

 

On the Big Board 

 

 

Great night for a ballgame 

 

 

Did you know… 

 

It’s your Miami Valley Miata Club’s  

 



Adena Mansion Drive & Dine 

DATE: Saturday June 9, 2018 

TIME: 10AM 

LOCATION: meet at Xenia Bike Hub 

RSVP: to Tony Zlocki jeanzlocki@yahoo.com, 513-646-0970 or 513-255-2127 

After an hour and a half drive we will be having lunch 
at: 
Old Canal Smoke House, 94 East Water, Chillicothe, 
OH (740-779-3278) 
Parking across the street. 
 
Then follow to: 
Adena Mansion & Gardens, 847 Adena Road, 
Chillicothe, OH 45601 
 
Sun protection if needed. Tour of house will take 1 hour 
and then there are outbuildings, museum and 
garden to see. Exhibit open till 5pm. There are some 
stairs involved, wear comfortable shoes. Admission 
charge is 10$ per person, 9$ for seniors. If more than 
10 people participate price drops to 8$ per person. 

Money will be collected at the Xenia Bike Hub. 

 

  

 

 

Kentucky Bourbon Trail Distillery Tour - Continued 
 

Join Pat and Chuck Valley on a 2 1/2-hour drive and overnighter for a tour of three Bourbon Trail distilleries. 

We will meet at Bob Evans, Springboro, 40 Sharts Road, on Friday June 15th at 7:45am, have a short 

driver’s meeting and depart at 8:00am. We will drive 2-1/2 hours to Jim Beam American Stillhouse then 

head to lunch TBD.  

After lunch, we will head to Makers Mark Distillery. We will stay overnight in Danville, KY at Comfort Inn & 

Suites. Saturday after breakfast, we will head to our third and final distillery - Wild Turkey Distillery. 

Tour cost: 

Jim Beam - 90 minutes, $14 

Makers Mark - 60 minutes, $12 / Veterans $9 

Wild Turkey Distillery - 60 minutes, $11 

Comfort Inn & Suites 

864 Ben Ali Drive; Danville, KY 

$82.65 

(859) 936-9300 

Highly recommend making your hotel reservations soon 

RSVP to Chuck: c.valley@earthlink.net or 937-608-5251 ASAP. 

 

 

mailto:jeanzlocki@yahoo.com


2018 London Cobra Show 
 

Where: Scenic downtown London, Ohio 

 

What: The London Cobra Show (LCS) if not the largest, is certainly among the largest gatherings of Cobras 

in the world. Cobras, replicas and originals come from all over the U.S. and some even travel internationally 

to attend. The LCS is a combination car show social event and charity fund raiser. The funds raised support 

Cystic Fibrosis. If you want to see hundreds of beautifully crafted Cobras, buy memorabilia, visit the many 

vendors or buy a raffle ticket to win a Cobra, you can't afford to miss this event, particularly since the 

admission is free. 

 

When: June 23, 2018 at the Bob Evans located at 1981 

Harner Drive in Xenia, Ohio at 7:00am for breakfast, 

8:00am if you just want to enjoy the scenic one-hour 

drive on Route 42 to London, Ohio. 

 

Why: To see several hundred examples of one of the 

most historically significant cars in U.S. automotive 

culture, support a worthy charity, and enjoy the 

company of other MVMC club members. 

 

How: Call Tim Howard at 937-439-3942, or email 

tghcc@woh.rr.com 

to reserve a spot before June 17, 2017. 

 

Dear Miata Friends of the Miami Valley Club; 

 

This July 5th thru 7th, the Arthritis Foundation is hosting another great car event at Metro Place in 

Dublin, Ohio northwest of Columbus.  I am excited about this year's event because Mazda has its 

own class this year and a display area close to the action and 'on the grass'.  The Classic Auto 

Show is slated for Saturday, July 7th and I am asking you to help make this the biggest Mazda 

showing ever.  You can register online at www.arthritis.org/autoshow.    

Support this great event and great cause and enjoy friends, food and music!   

Please contact me with any questions at drman2@outlook.com.  Thanks. 

 

Dave Edwards 

AF Car Show Committee 

Buckeye Miata Club 

 

 

http://www.arthritis.org/autoshow


Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Tim Howard 

On April 27th, two of our club members arose at 5:00am to embark upon a trip to 

Atlanta, Georgia to watch the 2018 Mitty Historic Automobile Race. I know because I 

was one, and Ed Walker was the other. This was not our first trip to the Mitty; we had 

gone two years ago with Ed Kramer and his brother Larry. The first trip was so 

enjoyable that we wanted to do it again. It has been my experience in life that it is 

difficult to recreate your first experiences whatever they might be. Fortunately for Ed 

and I this was not one of those times. This trip was as good, if not better, than our first. 

Headlining the trip was the weather which was picture perfect. The temperature was in the 70’s all three 

days, and all were blessed with bright sunlight and not a cloud in the sky. I could not imagine better weather. 

To add to the enjoyment, this year’s field of competitors was the largest in many years with 326 cars entered 

in the competition. The attendance was also reported to be the largest in many years. The marque of the 

year was Nissan, and the Grand Marshal was John Morton, legendary Trans Am champion who drove for 

both Carrol Shelby and Brock Yates among others, and who also won at both Sebring and Le Mans.   

The racing was exciting and we were 

reminded that the track itself is one of the 

premiere road tracks in the country. We did 

two parade laps of the 2.5-mile track on 

Sunday at a much higher rate of speed 

than we have experienced at other tracks 

and were both impressed with the 

condition of the track as well as the design. 

It was our best track tour ever! You can get 

a good impression of the quality of the 

track from the picture at the right taken 

from Spectator Hill at the southern end of 

the track.  

We also spent a considerable amount of 

time in the fan area talking with vendors 

like V/8 Miatas, Bring a Trailer, and others. 

There were also new displays each day of Car Clubs that were in attendance, and tour groups that had 

driven long distances to attend the festivities. Just walking the grounds and looking at the rare cars was like 

going to a car show.  

Speaking of car shows, on Sunday morning, 

the fan area hosted a Concour d’ Lemons, 

featuring all the beat-up, unwanted autos 

that they could find. Of great interest to us 

was the mud covered off-road Miata seen in 

this picture. It was beat up, cobbled together, 

and filthy… but still a Miata. 

One of the most enjoyable parts of the 

Sunday activities, aside from the racing, was 

our tour of the pits.  The racers and 

mechanics were extremely friendly as they 

 

 



invited us into their work areas to see the cars close-up. It is also always interesting to see the multi-million-

dollar rigs that some of these people bring to house themselves, their cars and their tools at the track. It 

always makes me think I must have made a bad career choice. For me, a highlight of the day was to see 

one of my favorite cars of all time in the flesh. Until then I had only seen pictures of a Cheeta. Only about 

11 originals were built in the 60’s by Bill Thomas, a privateer that General Motors commissioned, for the 

specific purpose of beating the Ford-powered Cobras that were dominating racing at the time. The Cheeta 

was little more than a go cart with a 600 hp Corvette engine and drive train that would almost cook a driver’s 

feet during even a short race. Below is a picture of this glorious creation. After we arrived home we became 

aware that an original Cheeta raced at Daytona in 1964 was recently sold at auction for $718,750. That car 

was clocked at 215 mph during the race. 

It goes without saying that for all the above reasons the 2018 Mitty was great, and both Ed and I hope to 

attend again next year. 

 

 

 

  

 

 


