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                                          Marvin Gaye had a #1 hit in 1968 with “I Heard it Through the Grapevine”.
                                          Three of the lines go like this:

“It took me by surprise I must say
                                                  When I found out yesterday
                                                 Ooo I heard it through the grapevine”

It should go without saying that we, as officers of the Miami Valley Miata Club, want to do a whole lot better
at getting the word out to our members, on whatever topic. Finding it out yesterday is not good enough. And
the grapevine is not a very effective means of communication – it isn’t timely, and it is seldom right.

To that end, we and past administrations have been employing multiple communications channels to inform
you on a regular, and timely, basis. We reach out to you with Meet & Greets, the Newsletter, with email
announcements, and with posts to the Club’s Facebook page. And each of you has the opportunity to seek
out information about Club happenings and data from the website, miamivalleymiataclub.org. Even so, we
question regularly if we are doing this well enough.

Of all of the channels, Meet & Greets are the most interactive and up-to-the-moment accurate. But they take
place only once a month and the attendance is usually at most half the membership. The same time factor
holds for the Newsletter – it is published but once a month (although we do intend that it reach every
member), so there is an unavoidable gap in its timeliness. The website and Facebook have the advantage
of being more up-to-date, but each is passive in nature – they depend on you to visit them to learn what is
going on.

That leaves us with email. It is the only sure way that we can “push” information to every member (with an
email address on record) when needed. Still, we realize that each of you who uses email is bombarded with
spam, phishing, and even malware on a frequent basis, and the sheer volume of messages becomes quite
a bother. So we try to not overdo it. All we ask is that you keep that channel open so that we can reach you
– please be careful that you don’t unsubscribe from our mailing list or set up a spam filter that blocks
messages from the Club.

We want to get your feedback on our messaging and communications practices, and the best way to do
that is with a survey. We could do it in one comprehensive survey that covers all channels, or a separate
survey for each. We’ll try to gauge the preference at June’s Meet & Greet at the Brixx Ice Company. And
then once the survey (or surveys, as it may turn out) is crafted, we will of course have to deliver it by
email J.
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OUR CLUB SPONSOR

LINKS OF INTEREST:

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-
Club/229407270577928

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html

 BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS-  http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/

A Proposed New Club Logo Has Arrived

We first started talking about the possibility of updating the Miami Valley Miata Club logo in January, at the
annual Planning Meeting. We followed up in the April newsletter with a link to a set of rules agreed to by the
Executive Committee for the presentation, consideration and voting on candidates for a new logo. One of
the stipulations was that all proposals were to be submitted by June 1, 2016, for inclusion in the June and
July editions of the newsletter.

The due date is upon us, and a new logo proposal has been received.
Here it is:

As can be seen, the proposal varies from the language of Article II of the
By-Laws (see the re-statement of the Logo Update Rules included
elsewhere in this newsletter). Therefore, this logo will follow Track 2 of the
adoption procedure. A vote on it will be accompanied by a provision to
amend the By-Laws to replace Article II with accommodating language,
and a two-thirds majority in favor of both questions will be required for the
logo to be adopted. The vote will take place beginning with the August
Meet & Greet (those not attending will be able to vote by email or regular
mail).

Join us at the June and July Meet & Greets, where you will be encouraged
to discuss the proposed new logo (and even offer suggestions for improvement).
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 RALLY REPORT: Drives and Activities for 2016

Rally Master’ Report

Another month of the driving season down and only seven more to go!  Three to Five
if you don’t drive your Miata year round.   A Drive ‘n Dine as well as an autocross last
month kept the club events going.  This month we have several more for your driving
pleasure.  Be sure to check the list below as well as the club web site for event info.
A couple of Meet ‘n Greets as well as our picnic still are to be added.  If you’re
interested in the Miatas at the Gap XX trip in July be sure to get your hotel
reservations in this month.  There are only 8 rooms still being held.

Here is what is scheduled for the rest of the year so far:

June 11, Serpent Mound Drive, Dan & Norma Kirkpatrick

June 12, Cincinnati Concours D ’Elegance, Tim Howard

June 21, Meet ‘n Greet Brixx Ice House

June 26, Mid-Ohio Vintage Grand Prix, Ed Kramer

July 4, Fairborn Independence Parade and Social, Dan and Norma Kirkpatrick

July 19, Meet ‘n Greet Young’s Golden Jersey Inn Yellow Springs

July 28-31, Miatas at the Gap XX, Mike Wheeler
 10 Rooms blocked @ Townsend Gateway Inn @ $78 + tax. Suites and Cabins available

August 6, British Car Show, Tim Howard

August 16, Meet ‘n Greet Marion’s Piazza, Beavercreek

Aug 27, 2016 Miami Valley Miata Club Covered Bridge Drive Part II, George & Jill Wetmore

September 24-25, SCCA National Championship Runoffs, Ed Kramer

October 9, Mystery Drive ‘n Lick Ice Cream Run, Chuck & Pat Valley

Oct 20-23 , Fall Foliage Trip to Townsend TN, Mike Wheeler
 10 Rooms blocked @ Townsend Gateway Inn @ $78 + tax.  Suites and Cabins available

Nov 15, Meet ‘n Greet TJ Chumps Huber Heights

Dec 3 or 10, MVMC Christmas Party

I hope to see you at several of these events throughout the year!
Mike



Miatas at the Gap - Make your hotel reservation soon!

The deadline for making your room reservation at the Townsend Gateway Inn is fast approaching.
Club members have until late June to claim one of the block of ten rooms that is being held for us.
Be sure to call soon. Rooms must be confirmed with a credit card by June 27, 2016.

DON'T MISS THE DEADLINE!
Contact the Townsend Gateway Inn at 865-238-0123 or at

https://www.townsendgatewayinn.com/reservationspag/

Be sure to ask for the special rate that the Club has negotiated for
this event - $78.00 per night (before taxes) for a single room, or
$95.00 for a two-bedroom suite.

MATG MIGHT BE THE BEST drive that you will ever
experience. Test yourself on the sinuous, up-and-down-and-around
11-mile stretch of U.S. 129, where the road seems to never unwind.

We will travel to Townsend, Tennessee on Thursday, July 28 and
return on Sunday July 31. Of course, unless you want to sleep in your car, you will need a place to
stay. So come join us at the Townsend Gateway Inn.

Townsend is near the southern entrance to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and has
numerous fine eateries in proximity to the hotel.

Thank you, Tennessee!
Great news for Tail of the Dragon aficionados from Autoweek. Check out this story on the
Autoweek website:

Tennessee bans semi-trucks from Tail of the Dragon. Read more:
http://autoweek.com/article/car-news/tennessee-bans-semi-trucks-tail-dragon#ixzz4A9dCawDW



Serpent Mound Drive and Dine
On Saturday, June 11, visit Ohio's iconic Serpent Mound in Adams
County. Feted as the "world's most spectacular effigy mound", it is a
National Historic Landmark built more than 2000 years ago by the
ancient cultures of Ohio

MEET AT THE XENIA STATION BIKE HUB on Saturday,
June 11, at 9:00am. Drivers meeting at 9:15. Depart at 9:30.

Arrive at the Serpent Mound at approximately 11:00am.

PARKING FEE of $8.00 per car.  Spend one hour on site viewing
the mound and adjacent facilities, such as the Gift Shop.

 LUNCH AT THE WHITE STAR RESTAURANT

in nearby Peebles, Ohio (about 10 minutes away).
The White Star is located at 38 N. Main Street.

Enjoy great food at very reasonable prices.

Parking in the rear or on the street in front of the White Star.

Visit the White Star Facebook page at :

https://www.facebook.com/White-Star-Restaurant-639148172835528/

https://www.facebook.com/White-Star-Restaurant-639148172835528/


2016 Ault Park Concours d' Elegance Reminder

  What:     2016 Ault Park Concours d' Elegance (200 Vintage automobiles and motorcycles
shown by invitation only in a judged competition).  The featured Marque for 2016 is The Ferrari.
The show will also include Special Displays as follows: 100 years of BMW, Cars of Donald Healy,
American Pickup Trucks, and the 50th anniversary of the Ford GT40 1-2-3  sweep of Leman.

When:    Sunday - June 12, 2016     (10:00 am until 4:00 pm)

Where:   Ault Park, 3612 Observatory Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45208

Why:       Beautifully restored vintage automobiles and motorcycles of all makes  and models on
display and in competition in 13 classes.  Vendor displays,  food vendors, Drive-by award
ceremonies, Special display parking for Cincinnati car clubs, Automotive Art Show

How:        We will be attending as guests of the Cincinnati Miata Club, making a  grand entrance
en-mass to our designated Miata parking directly across  from the main entry point for the show.
We will meet the Cincinnati Club at a location close to the park, and will have some time to
socialize and  enjoy their Miatas prior to the show.

Other:     Parking will be limited to the spaces that the Cincinnati Club makes
available to us, but we arrive at the park early enough that good parking  is usually available
close by if not actually in the Miata parking area.  Advance sale tickets are $20.00, $25.00 at the
gate.  This is a very  high quality show.  If you are interested in this type of event it is worth
a trip to Cincinnati.  Proceeds from the show benefit Juvenile  Arthritis.

Contact:  If you are interested in attending, contact Tim Howard to reserve a  spot
(937-439-3942 or tghcc@woh.rr.com).  MVMC participants will  meet in the Dayton
Mall parking lot in front of Bravo at 7:30 and caravan  to the meeting point with the
Cincinnati Club.  You should reserve your   spot by June 1, 2016.

Website: www.ohioconcours.com

mailto: tghcc@woh.rr.com
www.ohioconcours.com


2016 Mid-Ohio Vintage Race

What:     2016 Mid-Ohio Vintage Auto Race

When:    June 26, 2016

Where:   Gather at the Bob Evans Restaurant located at 1981 Harner Drive,  Xenia, Ohio 45385 at
6:30 am for breakfast, with a drivers meeting and  departure for the track at 7:30 am.  The track is in
Lexington, Ohio,  approximately a 2.5 hour drive on picturesque and bucolic US 42.

Why:        Watch great vintage auto racing, roam through open pits, visit vendors,
participate in the Concours d' Elegance car show, drive a parade lap on  the track,  have lunch and
snacks at the concession stands.

How:      Start with a full tank of gas, pack a lawn chair, camera, and umbrella for protection from
sun and rain.  Wear your sunglasses, hat,  and   sunscreen.  Bring $20.00 for a daily ticket.  Contact
Ed Kramer to  resererve your place on this trip at Kramerfarms@sbcglobal.net, or
phone 937-862-4434.

Other:     The SCCA Run Offs will be held at Mid-Ohio on September 24th and 25th.  The club will
be sponsoring a trip.  This is a well attended, very competitive event. There are very limited hotel
facilities near the track.  If   you are interested in attending both days of the event, you should try to
book rooms ASAP.  Those of us that are already committed as two day  attendees have rooms
reserved at the Best Western 3991 county Road.  172 (at I-71), Mount Gilead, Ohio 43338.  This is
less than 30 minutes from the track with restaurants nearby. The phone number is 419-768-2378.
If you only want to attend one day of this event you can make the drive  easily in one day, and meet
the 2 day attendees at the track.

 Website:www.midohio.com

www.midohio.com


Post Drive Report -
Troy Corvette Autocross  Reported by: Tim Howard

Bright and early on Sunday May 22, while many of you were on your way to the Loveland Castle, a few
intrepid club rabble rousers went to Kilcare Speedway instead to defend our clubs’ honor in an autocross
event.  Yes, Dave Berry, Chris and Donna Vollmer, Roger and Jeanne Gordon, Chuck Valley, Tim
Howard and Ed Walker risked life and limb to challenge a group of much larger and more powerful cars.
As you can see from Chuck Valley’s expression of approval above, we all had a really good time!  In
addition, our group performed at a high level, earning the respect of even the best of their competitors.
Well, maybe not Tim and Ed… They only cheered and took photographs!  You should, though, be proud
of the rest of the group.  Despite our underdog status, our groups times were very competitive and, in
some cases, close to even the best competitors, proving again that Miatas are a great sports car and that
our club members are talented drivers.  All in all it was a great day, enhanced by the wonderful weather,
Troy Corvette’s hospitality, and Kilcare’s facilities.  Although the helmets tend to obscure the gleam of
smiling teeth, you cannot conceal the grins on the faces of our drivers, as evidenced by the photographs
below



06/01 Jeanne Gordon
06/09 Frank Hughes
06/17 Bill Bateman
06/25 Tim Howard
06/26 Andrew Morris
06/30 Bill Hicks

TO OUR  NEW MEMBERS

     Enrique & Ruth
Ellenbogen; 2016 Red!

Renews:   Jim & Neva Hufford, Jeff
Monnier and Carla

LOVELAND CASTLE DRIVE ‘ DINE
FOLLOW UP REPORT

It was a wonderful day when the group gathered at Ritter’
Frozen Custard in Beavercreek.  Sunny and 70’ or at least
high 60’ with the expectation of great weather all day.
Ultimately 14 cars took part in the drive that carried Anne and
Joe Talafous, Mike Mardis, Jayna and Fred Hoppel, Patti
Purdon and Steve Groves, Steve Meyer and Theresa
Strausbaugh, Dianne and Russ Loughlin, Richard and Susan
Kogler, Jeanne and Tony Zlocki, Mike and Gail Allen, Skeeter
and Byron Pettit, Walt and Kathy Helman, Susan and Frank
Hubble, Michelle and Don Bereda (who joined us as we were
pulling away from Ritter’), and Bruce Foster who volunteered
to navigate for me.  First, let me say thank you to all who
participated and second, with all the stops, restarts and turn
arounds I hope you had a good time.

It was a good drive with only a couple of missed turns (my
bad) and a couple of stragglers who missed turns but caught
up.  Kirby’ Restaurant in Loveland was expecting us and had
set up two tables to handle our group.  A nice touch was a
lunch menu that had quite a few choices and everything was
$8.95 including drink!

After our meal, all but two cars indicated that they were going on to the castle.  For reasons that I’ still
scratching my head over only about half the cars arrived at Castle La Roche for the tour.  I can only hope
everyone arrived home eventually.  The castle was a fascinating place and the staff was very helpful with
information and history of its building.  The tour was self-guided so you could look and takes pictures as
long as you wanted.  Check the club Facebook page and the web site later for additional pictures.
Once again, thanks to all that joined in and I hope to see you all at drive or event convenient to you.

Mike Wheeler
Rally Master



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars)
 : By: Ed Kramer and Tim Howard

For the second time this year, we have decided to depart from the traditional
Shop Talk format and report on a more generalized automotive topic … Cars
and Coffee.  Every other Saturday during warm weather, there is a Cars and
Coffee event held at the Greene in Beavercreek.  During fair weather the event
is held on the second floor of the parking garage at the West end of the Greene.

If it rains, the event is held on the first floor of that same garage.  The starting time is 8:00 am and the event
ends at 11:00 am.   These events are free and attract hundreds of people and their cars.  This venue differs
from most Cruise-ins simply because it is more sports car oriented as is evidenced by the fact that the local
SCCA is now providing free coffee for the first 200 attendees.  I recently attended my third Cars and Coffee,
and I have enjoyed them all. If you just want to look at the cars, you can do that. If you want to socialize with
others who share your enthusiasm for sports cars, this is the place!  The cars range from Lamborginis and
Ferraris to ancient MGs, with Porsches, Corvettes, Mercedes, Mustangs, Camaros, and Miatas in between.
If you would like to talk about building cars, racing cars, track days, autocross, Concour, etc., you can find
someone here to commune with.  Attached are a few pictures from the most recent Cars and Coffee which I
attended to give you a flavor for the event.  If you are interested in attending a future event, contact me at
tghcc@woh.rr.com.  If we have enough interested members’, I will try to organize a Miata Club attendance.

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication.  By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are
to provide them with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter.  As the
Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with
our sponsor.  Therefore, no advertising of used vehicles in the newsletter.  We will advertise
Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members.   The MVMC will help with
preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribu-
tion directly to members  and on MVMC Facebook page(s)."





The purpose of this document is to define rules for the potential replacement of the current logo of the Miami
Valley Miata Club. The current logo is displayed below for reference:

Such an action cannot be taken arbitrarily, as the contents of the logo are prescribed in the club’s By-Laws:
ARTICLE II - Emblem (Logo)
A drawing of a Miata superimposed on an outline of the state of Ohio with
the words Miami Valley at the top and Miata Club at the bottom.  Red
letters, blue state, white star, red car.  Location of star in state outline is
Dayton.

It is right and proper for the club and its officers to accommodate the wishes to present a new logo to the
membership for their acceptance, in an orderly fashion. Therefore, the following procedure is defined. The
procedure outlines two tracks for devising a new logo, sets a time frame and manner for presenting any new
design to the membership, and defines the voting process that will be employed.

New Logo Design Tracks

Track 1: Design a new logo that is fully compliant with Article II of the By-Laws. The contents must be
as prescribed, but there is latitude for changing the shape (circular, for example), or features, such as
the image of the Miata contained within (for example, substitution of the current model, or use of a
stylized representation).
Track 2: Design a new logo without regard for the language of Article II of the By-Laws. The logo may
be of any shape and content. However, it must continue to identify the Miami Valley Miata Club.

Time Frame
Any new logo design shall be presented to the club’s members on or about June 1, 2016.

Manner of Presentation
Each new logo design shall be submitted to the Newsletter Editor for inclusion in the June and July, 2016
issues of the club newsletter. In addition, the person or persons submitting a new design shall be
represented at the June and July Meet & Greets where their design(s) shall be circulated for review.

Voting for a New Logo – General Provisions
A vote to accept or reject a new club logo shall be conducted at the August Meet & Greet. Members may also
vote in absentia by mail, or email. Each member shall be entitled to one vote per paid membership. Voting shall open
on the date of the Meet & Greet, Tuesday, August 16, 2016, and shall close on Wednesday, August 31, 2016. Results
will be announced at the club picnic in September.

Voting for a New Track 1 Logo Only
If the only new logo design that is presented is fully compliant with Article II (Track 1 logo), the decision will
be determined by a simple majority of the votes cast, per Article IV, Section 1 of the By-Laws.



.
Voting for a New Track 2 Logo Only and an Amendment to Article II of the By-Laws
If the only new logo to be considered is non-compliant with Article II, a vote shall be taken which
combines the issues (a) to choose to adopt the new logo, and (b) to amend the By-Laws, in accordance
with Article XI to replace the wording of Article II with suitably accommodating language. A meeting for this
purpose shall be called and notice of such meeting, stating the time, place and purpose thereof, shall be given to all
members at least thirty days prior. The plan shall be to provide the notice at least thirty days prior to the August
Meet & Greet and to begin the vote on that occasion. An affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the members’
votes received shall be required to adopt the new logo and the amendment to the By-Laws.

Voting for New Track 1 or Track 2 Logos and an Amendment to Article II of the By-Laws
In the event that a new logo of each type (compliant and non-compliant) is presented, the ballot shall provide the
following choices:

 a. Retain the current logo

 b. Adopt the new compliant logo

 c. Adopt the new non-compliant logo and amend Article II of the By-Laws

Option (b) must receive a simple majority of the votes cast to be successful. Option (c) must receive at least two-
thirds of the votes cast to be successful. If neither option prevails, then Option (a) shall prevail and the current logo
will be retained without modification.

LOVELAND

CASTLE

DRIVE


