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WOW, June already.  Other than a couple of stormy 

days the last few weeks have been great for top-

down driving! 

We had a great Meet & Greet at The Tropics restau-

rant; very nice meeting room, good food, good ser-

vice, and, Karaoke! Alas, no one partook in singing 

their favorite song.  Oh well, maybe next time. 

The MVMC has a new webmaster!  Elizabeth Klinc, 

a new member along with her husband, came for-

ward and volunteered.  Please be sure to read the 

note from Russ Loughlin, our Secretary, elsewhere 

in this newsletter.  Also, see Elizabeth’s bio. 

Fred and Jayna Hoppel are leading a drive to 

Shawnee State park.  And I believe there are a cou-

ple other drives under plans for the summer. 

Enjoy the summer and let the top down. 

Steve 
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New Members 

Miami Valley Miata Club  2014 Officers 

President 

Steve Trego 

Vice President 

Fred Tuzzi 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Loughlin 

 

Membership Dorothy Tuzzi 

News Letter 
Bill Bateman 

 

Rally Master 

Paul Haller 

 

Web Master 

Elizabeth Klinc 

 

Past President  

Mike Wheeler 

Tech AdvisorsEd Kramer and Tim Howard 

  

                     OUR CLUB SPONSOR 

 

JUNE 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeanne Gordon    6/1 
Joanie Haverstick   6/4 
Frank Hughes    6/9 
Greg Bowman    6/13 
Bill Bateman     6/17 

Bob Wolz     6/17 
Tim Howard    6/25 
Andrew Morris   6/26 
Fred Tuzzi     6/26 
Bill Hicks     6/30 

A big hello to Jessica Franz of Bellbrook with her 1997 
Dark Green. Thanks to Rick Lach for the referral! 



 

Wright Roadster  June 2014   3 

June 

7    Shawnee State Park 

17   Meet&Greet, Brixx Ice Company 

21   The Fun Drive 

20-22;  Marietta Ohio 

29   Vintage Grand Prix, Mid-Ohio 

July 

3   Board Meeting  

4   Fairborn parade 

22   Annual Picnic 

24-27  Miatas at the Gap 

August 

2   British Car Day, Eastwood Park 

19   Meet&Greet, Chop House 

September 

4   Board Meeting 

14   Concours D’Elegance 

16   Meet&Greet, Guiliano’s 

October 

21   Meet&Greet, Jeff Schmidt 

November 

18   Meet&Greet, location to be determined 

December 

   Christmas Party 

31   Polar Bear Run 

 

Details for events will be forthcoming through the upcoming newsletters as well as emails. 

But you can get the advance scoop by attending the next M&G on Tuesday June 17. 

2014 EVENTS 

July 4: Fairborn Parade.  
We need at least 25 cars for this to carry dignitaries, elected officials, TV and Radio person-

alities. Many of you have done this for the past 2 years and enjoyed it immensely. And once 

again our member and Fairborn mayor, Dan Kirkpatrick and his wife Norma, will be hosting 

everyone at their home afterward for a tremendous barbecue. If you already know you are in-

terested, please RSVP with Fred Tuzzi:  fm2z@sbcglobal.net -   

mailto:fm2z@sbcglobal.net
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 JUNE 20-22; MARIETTA OH (TWO NIGHTS) – 

Join and enjoy a drive to Marietta for the annual non-event gathering of Miatas from far and wide. This week-

end trip will reward you with some really nice made-for-Miata roads that you may have never heard of, heard 

of but have not had the opportunity to enjoy, or have driven and can’t wait to go back – Ohio routes 536 – 26 – 

255 – 260 – 555. 

We’ll meet the Indy Club on I-70 north of Dayton on Friday morning, June 20, make a 45-minute food and gas 

stop near Columbus, since the Indy drivers will have been on the road for over 3 hours, then head to Zanesville 

where we’ll leave I-70 and connect with the ‘Triple Nickel’, Ohio route 555. After the relatively boring inter-

state, 555 will most certainly get your blood flowing and adrenaline pumping on this wonderful 66 miles of 

undulating and curving road that will take us all the way south to the Ohio River. We’ll then take a short 5 

minute drive to the home of Miata owners Jeff and Debbie Householder in Little Hocking, OH, who again will 

be hosting a MEET AND GREET for the dozens of Miatas from all around the region – Indy, Dayton, Detroit, 

Cleveland, Cincinnati, Columbus, Portsmouth and beyond. We’ll spend a bit of time in the company of the 

Miataphiles, checking out the cars and enjoying a bit of food and soft drinks (we’ll be asked to make a small 

contribution of $10 per Miata to help the Householders with their expenses). After that, we’ll take the leisurely 

25 minute drive along the Ohio to Marietta and check into the hotels, wipe the dust and bugs off (us and the 

cars) and enjoy the evening on our own or with other Miata folk. 

Saturday morning, June 21, we’ll gather in the parking lot of the Fairfield Inn for departing at 10:00. Antici-

pate a full morning and afternoon of absolute driving bliss (fast drivers always in front), with a stop for a BYO 

(bring your own) picnic lunch along the Ohio at the Hannibal Locks and Dam. After lunch, we’ll continue with 

the group for more enthusiastic driving, or not, as we find our way back to Marietta for those interested in 

shopping or relaxation, or perhaps heading off on your own to do some exploring – the choice is yours. 

Sunday, June 22, is on your own, or, Jeff Householder told me he and Debbie are hoping to have mapped a 

Sunday-drive for those who would like to do a bit of exploring south of the river in West Virginia, or maybe 

you’ll decide to explore a bit on your own as you make your way back west (you can always take 555 in re-

verse direction or any of the myriad routes toward Dayton).  

Dates: June 20-22, Friday – Sunday 

Gather: Fri. 6/20 @ 11:00am 

Where: To Be Determined - on one of the I-70 exits north of Dayton 

 

Headquarters Hotel, Fairfield Inn 
200 Cherry Tree Lane (855) 499-0001; $109=1 King bed; $114=2 Queen beds  

If you’re going, go ahead and make a reservation, be sure to tell them you’re with the Mazda 

Miata group  

 

Additional:  

Hampton Inn, 508 Pike St, (740) 373-5353  

Microtel Inn, 506 Pike Street; (866-599-6674)  

Comfort Inn, 202 Cherry Tree Lane; (740) 376-1600  

Information: www.mariettaohio.org  

 

PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU WANT TO GO 

paulhaller@hotmail.com  

NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18 

mailto:paulhaller@hotmail.com
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Continued from page 4 
I’ll post more details later – times, places, hotels/motels, upon receipt of a few positive responsesFor 

those who might find the Marietta event a bit more conducive if it was just one overnight, instead of two, there 

is no reason for not doing just one.  

 

 

 
After giving this more thought, which is way more than unusual for me, I've decided I'm up for the singular 

night version. I'm not sure what time we're supposed to return to Marietta on Saturday afternoon, but, regard-

less, for the one-nighters, let's head on west toward the Miami Valley. We could travel through Ath-

ens, Lancaster, Circleville, Washington Court House and Route 35 toward Dayton, or maybe Athens, Jackson, 

Chillicothe, Washington Court House and Route 35, or, if someone has another idea in mind, fine - the group 

can decide.   

And don't forget, we'll be enjoying the company of Miataphiles from other Clubs in and around Ohio. So, let 

me know. If you've already made reservations for 2 nights, just call the hotel 1-740-374-3000 and change to 1. 

If 2 nights is your thing, then by all means go for it. I know it will all be a lot of fun and we'll be doing it in our 

Miatas which is the main thing, right?  

So let me know – paulhaller@hotmail.com  

Outreach Update 
Since April’s planning meeting, we have made efforts to 

contact Miata Clubs in areas surrounding our own. We 

have made progress, but we still have a considerable way 

to go in achieving our goals of establishing persistent 

channels of communication and developing rapport 

with fellow Miataphiles. 

Clubs with whom we have had correspondence include 

Buckeye (Columbus), North Coast (Canton), Indy 

(Indianapolis), Bluegrass (Louisville) and Greater Cin-

cinnati.  

Our most fruitful exchange so far has been with the 

Indy Club, whose president, Gary Weidman, clued us 

into an upcoming drive to Marietta, Ohio on June 20-22. 

Those of you who joined the drive there last August led 

by Chris and Donna Vollmer will remember what a 

thrilling time we had on a number of great roads in the 

area. It looks like this event, “Marietta Madness”, will 

travel the same routes with hopefully just as much fun 

(weather and stray cows permitting). Paul Haller and 

Dave Berry are signed up to go and we hope more will 

join. 

The other event we have learned about, and this one is 

coming up really quickly, is the Cincinnati Concours 

d’Elegance at Ault Park on June 8. Mark McCormick, 

President of the Greater Cincinnati Miata Club (GCMC) 

offered to help any of us wanting to attend to try to 

score discounted tickets, although we may have passed a 

time barrier for that. There may also be opportunity to 

share parking with the GCMC folks, and from what we 

have heard of past experience, parking with them could 

save a lot of walking to get to the site. Ault Park is in on 

the east side of Cincinnati, in the Hyde Park/Mt. Look-

out area. 

We also reached out a bit further afield, to the Presque 

Isle club in Erie, Pennsylvania, prompted by a member 

who had caught wind of an event that might be a joint 

Canadian-American shindig. We found out this was true, 

but also found out that the event is their summer picnic, 

followed by a scenic drive. We don’t feel crashing an-

other club’s picnic is the right foot to get off on, so we 

haven’t made any real effort to brew interest. Perhaps an 

opportunity to share tarmac with those folks will come 

later. 

And to sum up, that last is one of the things we hope 

the outreach effort will lead to – more shared events 

with fellow clubs, and one day, some sort of multi-club 

Miata gathering in our part of the world. 

Dave Berry 

Ambassador 

ONE-NIGHT MARIETTA TRIP INSTEAD OF TWO? 
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CORRECTION 
In the May newsletter titled "Brown County, Indiana Overnight" the actual winners of the en route 

trivia contest were Dick and Pat Smith, who by the way were brand new members on their first ever 

drive with the club. Quite a feat indeed! 

Dave Berry  

 

 

 

 

Hello, my name is Elizabeth Klinc. I have a 2013 silver and black Club Edition Miata that I'm absolutely 

thrilled to be out driving again now that it is warming up. I am an electrical engineer by degree. While earn-

ing this degree, I co-designed and built a network computer lab for our department. I am currently an Engi-

neering Supervisor at a power quality and voltage control company. I took over this position shortly after 

earning my Master's degree in Engineering Management last May. I am the mother of two beautiful children 

ages 9 and 5. I am an elected member of the Board of my daughter's figure skating club and now run their 

Facebook page at my request. I am currently working to convince them that the webpage needs a whole lot 

of work, as well. I have also helped out a friend with her professional photography business and designed 

and implemented her webpage as well as set up all the social media outlets for her business. I am on the 

computer most of the day and when I'm not, I am pretty attached to my I Phone as I am needed at any time 

for work. Thanks for considering me! 

MEET OUR NEW WEB MASTER 

Note from the MVMC Secretary 
 

As most of you know our MVMC Webmaster, Steve Hayden, resigned as of 31 March and we have 

been looking for someone to assume that responsibility.    Recently, one of our newest members, 

Elizabeth Klinc, has volunteered to take on that responsibility. The MVMC Executive Committee 

(Board) has reviewed her resume and concurred that she is qualified to hold that position on the 

Board.  Elizabeth brings with her a wealth of experience and enthusiasm to this position.   The 

MVMC by-laws for filling an unexpired term state in Article VI, Sec.4:  

“...a vacancy occurring in an office prior to the expiration of the term may be filled after a majority 

affirmative vote by the Executive Committee on the member agreeing to serve out the term.” 

In accordance with this Section of the MVMC by-laws, a majority of the Board has voted in the af-

firmative to appoint Elizabeth Klinc to the Webmaster position.  We welcome Elizabeth to the Board.  

Please thank her for taking on this responsibility at the next Meet and Greet. 

Respectively Submitted, 

Russ  



 

Wright Roadster  June 2014   7 

SHAWNEE STATE PARK AND OHIO RIVER SPRING 

DRIVE AND DINE 
 

 When =    Saturday,   June 7th, 2014 

 

Times = Meet Time at 8:00 AM 

Drivers Meeting at 8:15 AM 

Departure Time at 8:30 AM 

 

 Meeting Place = Arby's (Next Door to Bob Evans) 

895 W Central Avenue 

Springboro, OH 45066 

 

Details = Scenic Drive ? … Yes 

Curvy Roads ? … Yes 

Roller Coaster Roads … Yes 

Dining at O-Hee-Yuh Restaurant inside the 

 Shawnee State Park Lodge 

 

 Bring =  CB Radio (if you have one) 

  

RSVP =   Call or email Fred or Jayna Hoppel  

at 937-321-1381 or FPHoppel@Aol.com 

so we can have a head count for the restaurant. 

 

 Questions = Call or email Fred or Jayna Hoppel at 937-321-1381 or  

   

FPHoppel@Aol.com 

mailto:FPHoppel@Aol.com
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Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 
Ed Kramer and Tim Howard 

 

Well it’s time for another installment in the continuing saga of  the Monster Miata project car.   I 

hope that you are not tired of  hearing about it, but if  you are, the good news is we are getting 

close to the finish line.  This segment covers a topic that might be of  interest to those of  you that 

have high mileage cars; the rebuild of  a tired suspension system.  My specific 1990 project car was 

afflicted by three powerful demons: age (25 years old), high mileage (156,000 miles), and abuse 

(225 horsepower and aggressive driving).  Despite the aforementioned demons, during casual day-

to-day driving, I could only detect a few relatively minor symptoms of  deterioration.  Unfortu-

nately, when aggressively driven, those shortcomings quickly magnified into a general looseness 

with a tendency to under steer that began to feel dangerous.  In short, it was hard to feel confident 

when pressing the limits.  

 A visual inspection revealed what you might expect, worn and rusted parts showing their age, in-

cluding torn and leaking grease boots on all ball joints and tie rods.  The solution was apparent, all 

new control arms, upper and lower ball joints, new tie rod ends,  high-performance polyurethane 

bushings all around and, just for good measure, adjustable sway bar links.  The Monster Miata 

conversion included heavier springs, performance anti-sway bars, and adjustable struts, so replace-

ments for those components were not required. 

Ed and I had planned to do the installation during January and February, a project to fill those 

long cold winter days when there is not much else to do.  Who knew it was going to be too cold to 

do even that?  We didn’t start the project until late March and, although we did not keep strict 

track of  our work hours, I would estimate that we have 40 to 50 hours in the process (thanks Ed, 

Flash, Larry, Dale, and other wizards from the Thursday and Saturday morning groups who 

helped).   

Except for temporarily misplacing my custom-matched lug nut removal tool (I now have pur-

chased a spare), there were really no significant surprises in the process.  Just lots of  hard work.  

The new control arms purchased from Treasure Coast Miata in Florida arrived in excellent condi-

tion and required only minor cleanup before we painted them with an Emron based chassis paint.  

Since I had never before replaced bushings, Ed’s experience again proved to be invaluable.  The 

process of  pressing the old bushings out of  the control arms was easier than I had envisioned.  I 

had conjured up visions of  large arbor presses to accomplish the task, when in fact it only re-

quired a large vice and the secret ingredient (judicious heat from a propane torch).  Pressing the 

new bushings into place was even easier if  you happen to know that secret, freezing the bushings 

before you press them in.  One might say that the secret to success is “fire and Ice”. 

Lest you think that we wasted our time with this process, attached is a picture comparing one of  

the worn bushings we removed compared to a new one.  As you can see the ends of  the old bush-

ing are dramatically worn, rounded off, allowing the suspension to flex and lean more than it 

should under stress.   (continued on the next 2 pages) 
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Also included is a picture of  the new front suspension after the installation was completed. 
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As always the acid test is, how does the new suspension function when driven aggressively on a 

challenging course?  The initial results of  that test were very encouraging.  All of  the unidentified 

noises and excess play that had previously been present in the suspension were gone and the car 

felt like new.  I was able to detect the improvement before I cleared Ed’s lane.  The new bushings 

significantly tightened the suspension without a significant increase in ride harshness.  Even better, 

when aggressively driven, the car now had just a slight tendency toward over steer, which is a sig-

nificant improvement.  In fact, if  the handling never improved beyond that point, I would have 

been happy. 

The final step in the process was to get the suspension professionally aligned (versus eyeballed as 

we did in the reassembly process) and then to tune the adjustable sway bar links to see if  we can 

achieve that most coveted of  all settings, neutral nirvana.  

Following Ed’s recommendation I went to Performance Alignment in Blue Ash, where the owner 

is a former racer.  We decided that an aggressive street set up was appropriate for me, and he defi-

nitely accomplished the objective.  When driven hard the car inspires confidence, feels like a race 

car, and if  the truth be known now probably handles better than the driver can drive.   

In conclusion, I feel that the project was a great success.  It was a learning experience that was also 

a lot of  fun, and the end result provided a significant improvement in both the drivability and han-

dling of  the Monster Miata.  


