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ZOOM  ZOOM 

The Presidents Corner 
I believe the Beatles sang 

“Here comes the sun and I 

say, it’s alright. . .” and I 

couldn’t agree more.  

Since Memorial Day has 

just passed, we’re now 

officially in the summer 

driving season and I 

would be remiss if I didn’t 

caution everyone to be especially careful.  I already 

know you are but some folks think an SUV handles 

like a Miata, Not!  Enjoy your car, just be careful of 

others.  No offense to those of you who own SUVs! 

Some may remember when I was club president in the 

past and will notice that I reuse some info from my 

older posts, the paraphrased paragraph above for ex-

ample.  While reviewing the past column I noticed 

that in June 06 I announced a Meet ‘n Greet at Wot-A-

Dog in New Carlisle.  It happens that while there, Jeff 

Monnier and his (now) bride Carla drove by and 

joined the group then joined the Club.  Are there any 

of you out there that have seen a gathering of Miatas , 

decided to find out why and joined later.  I’d like to 

know some of your stories.   

This month’s Meet ‘n Greet will be at Chappy’s in 

Moraine.  Check the web site for details. 

Speaking of the MnG, we’re going to try something 

new this month.  Everyone will be asked to sign in on 

a clipboard that will be passed around.  This will help 

with two things.  First, it will help us know who is 

coming to our meetings and perhaps make some 

changes to better accommodate the membership.  Also 

we’re going to begin giving out door prizes at the 

Meet ‘n Greets.  Nothing fancy but YOU COULD 

WIN A NEW CAR!  Just kidding!!!!   We are going 

to be giving door prizes though and you could be one 

of the lucky winners. 

Skipping ahead a month, we’ve been asked to provide 

cars for the Fairborn 4th of July Parade again this year.  

Last year was a great success and a lot of fun.  It 

should be pointed out that carrying the dignitaries and 

celebrities puts us in the front of the parade and we 

finish early.  (continued on page 3) 

 

Meet-n-Greet 

Tuesday June 18, at 6:30 

At 

Chappy’s in Moraine 
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Welcome New Members 

Miami Valley Miata Club  2013 Officers 

President 

Mike Wheeler 

Vice President 
Steve Trego 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Loughlin 

 

Tech Advisors 

Ed Kramer and  

Tim Howard 

Membership Dorothy and Fred Tuzzi 

News Letter 
Bill Bateman 

 

Past President  

Debbie Thompson 
  

  

Rally Master 

Paul Haller 

 

Web Master 
Steve Hayden 

                     OUR CLUB SPONSOR 

Meet n Greets start at 6:30 (many of us get there early) 

For dates, times and details of events go to our web site at  

www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

Jeanne Gordon 6/1 

Joanie Haverstick 6/4 

Frank Hughes 6/9 

Bill Bateman 6/17 

Fred Tuzzi 6/26 

Greg Coles 6/26 

Bill Hicks 6/30 

Please welcome Doug Snyder and Patricia White of Yellow Springs, driving a a 

2008 GT, dark green over tan. Doug has been into motorcycles and this is his 

first sports car. Ask them how they came to our wonderful world! 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com
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Councilman Dan Kirkpatrick has once again invited club participants over to his home for a cookout after-

wards.  Something like 20 cars are needed so if you want to help out contact me for details (when I have 

them).  The Wright Roadster might be too late. 

Another July activity that I want to mention is the annual club Picnic at the Kramer Farm.  Ed and Marilyn are 

once again generously hosting.  This year will be a swap meet and I’m sure more details will be forthcoming.  

Since we’re not doing a car show, I thought it might be a nice time to trot out all our luggage handling contriv-

ances.  Miatas are wonderful cars but don’t have much in the way of cargo carrying capacity.  I know that 

some couples have gone on two week trips with just the luggage they could strap, clamp, stuff, or tow into, on 

and behind the car.  All of you that have a non-stock way to carry luggage please bring it to the picnic and 

share with all of us your clever cargo carrying solutions.  Trailers to fitted luggage are welcome! 

Lots of opportunity to get together over the next couple of months, so let’s be a club and participate in those 

activities that bring us together with a common love.  Ok, a common love of all things Miata.  You know what 

I mean! 

Mike 

Brilliant Black ‘06 

The President’s Corner continued 

"This is one of  the signs that you live in Canada. People are driving convertibles with 

the top down during snowstorms. They have never seen the Polar Bear Run." 

Mike 
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Overnight trip to Marietta OH  

 
When: August 24-25, 2013 

Time: Meet 0900, Head out 0915 

Start: Xenia Station Bike Hub 

Hosts: Chris and Donna Vollmer 

 Christopher.vollmer@yahoo.com 

 (937) 999-9307 

Lodging:  Lafayette Hotel 

  $58-$168+  

101 Front Street, Marietta, OH 45750  

Phone: (740) 373-5522 Toll Free: 800.331.9336  

Fairfield Inn 

$119-$139+ 

200 Cherry Tree Ln, Marietta, OH 45750 

Toll Free: 888-236-2427 

Comfort Inn Marietta 

$89+ 

700 Pike St, Marietta, OH 45750 

Phone: (740) 374-8190 Toll Free: 888-828-2781 

 

Blennerhassett Island Tour/Dinner Reservations: 

  $25 per person 

  Phone: (304) 420-4800 Mon-Fri 9 to 5 

Tickets must be purchased well in advance as this event sells out quickly.  Tickets will be sent to 

you in the mail.  BE SURE TO MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR THE “BLENNERHASSETT 

ISLAND FROLIC” EVENT!  This is a rain or shine event with no refunds. 

 

Price includes:  Round trip sternwheeler ride, an evening picnic-style meal 

(Hamburger/Cheeseburger, fruit salad, drink and choice of chips, baked beans or potato salad 

and beverage), guided tour of Blennerhassett Mansion, hay-ride with narrated tour of island and 

free self-guided bicycle tours. 

 

RSVP:  Make your own reservations for lodging (due to the myriad of events in the area, hotels were unwilling to 

give us a group rate), and if you so choose the Blennerhassett Island Frolic, and please let us know your plans. 
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Visit our web site www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

 
 

 

We will meet at the Xenia bike hub (full tanks please) and take mostly state routes to Zanesville where we will stop 

for lunch at “Nicols”, a local diner/malt shop, with a 50s theme.    After lunch, we will drive the famed OH 555 

a.k.a.  “The Triple Nickel”.  This road is full of twists, turns, dips and overtops, and in my opinion, this is THE 

BEST road in the state of Ohio.  Be warned, the Triple Nickel is not for the faint of heart.  We should arrive in 

Marietta by late afternoon with plenty of time to check in to your hotel.  For those who choose to join us, we will 

then have dinner on Blennerhassett Island Historical State Park.  Reservations are required for the special event on 

the island with the boat to the island leaving at 6:30, with the return boat trip at 9:30 that night.  Marietta is a col-

lege town with plenty of alternatives for dinner plans, from upscale dining, to a microbrewery, to fast food, if you 

are not joining us on the island trip. 

On Sunday morning, we will meet for a day of driving some truly fantastic SE Ohio roads, including OH 26, 

which was named one of the nation’s top 40 scenic drives and OH 536, Ohio’s answer to the “Tail of the 

Dragon”.  We will stop to pick up some supplies at a grocery store along the way and then break for a picnic lunch 

on the Ohio River at the Hannibal Locks.  We will hit a few more great roads before we head home that after-

noon. 

Please let us know if you plan on coming and what your plans are (which hotel you chose and if you are going on 

the Blennerhassett Island tour).  Please call me on my cell: 999-9307 or email me at: Christo-

pher.vollmer@yahoo.com.   

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com
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LAKE ERIE TRIP 

The Peggy and I had a great time making this trip, our first with the club. 

We are especially appreciative of what a super bunch of people you are. 

And the convoy discipline was exemplary! We are looking forward to the 

next opportunity to go exploring together. David & Peggy Berry. 

*Thanks sooo much for the super trip to Lake Erie! And we thought your 

KY Arches trip had set the bar! Some people drive meals for wheels or 

other worthy charities, you guys sponsor outstanding rallies, and believe 

us, we appreciate it! Pre-driving the route 3 times in advance to insure ex-

cellence goes beyond the call. Thanks again for another top notch adven-

ture! Steve & Rhonda Miller P.S. Joe, what did you slip in Anne's drink? 

*Great trip and a fun time. Roger and Jeanne Gordon 

*What a great trip! We really enjoyed it. We appreciate all of your good 

planning and organization. What a good way to spend our 51st wedding 

anniversary. Jim and Neva Hufford 

We just wanted to thank everyone for making this a wonderful trip!!  

Having 17 cars with us, we are happy that we didn't lose anyone...well, for very long! That first PIT STOP us-

ing two stops, though not planned, worked out well time wise (Thanks, Russ). THANKS to everyone who 

were on their CB's! 

Some things were beyond our control...we didn't know there was to be entertainment at the Dock...or that 

Anne could shake her "tambourine!" 

Those attending: David & Peggy Berry (thanks for getting to Peninsula early to give them a "heads up"), 

Roger & Jeanne Gordon (driving an OTM...Miata is in Florida), Paul Haller, Walt & Kathy Helman, Fred & 

Jayna Hoppel, Jim & Neva Hufford (celebrating their 51st anniversary), Dena Long, Russ & Dianne Loughlin, 

Mike & Judy Mardis, Steve & Rhonda Miller, Jeff & Carla Monnier, Byron & Skeeter Pettitt (great pictures), 

Fred & Dianne Remmers, Joe & Anne Talafous (the tambourine lady), Gary & Jo Tarka, Chris & Donna 

Vollmer, Mike Wheeler and Tom Seay (thinking of joining the club, joined us for a segment of the drive) 

Pat and I enjoy the club, socializing with everyone, and hope everyone understands how much FUN it is to 

plan and run an event for the club! Come on, plan an event...you're missing out! 
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LAKE ERIE TRIP 

Joe and I both had such a great time on the drive. You and Pat certainly put a lot of time and energy into that 

weekend, and it really shows. Thanks so much! Joining the club and meeting so many nice folks is one of the 

best things Joe and I have ever done. Even with nothing else in common, we would feel connected to others 

who share the pure joy of tooling around with the wind in their hair! Miata's are just way too much fun! 
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SHOP TALK (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Ed & Tim 

Sticky Windows 

Given what I have heard from friends, and read on the Miata Forum, if you own a Miata long enough you will 

eventually experience difficulty raising and lowering your windows (both manual and electric windows are 

afflicted by this problem).  My car was no exception.  When I bought my 2000 Special Edition in 2011, it did 

not take long for me to realize that I had the problem. The electric windows, particularly the driver’s side 

would barely move and when it did, it moved at a snail’s pace.  After putting up with the inconvenience for a 

while it finally worked its way to the top of the priority list.   At that point I did what I have learned is the best 

thing to do if you do not already know how to fix a Miata problem, consult the Miata Owners Forum, 

www.forum.miata.net, and see what other owners have done.  I usually read a number of reported fixes until I 

either find one that seems to be particularly well thought out and documented, or until I find a consensus 

among the reported solutions.  In this case I found a solution reported by Tom Howlin that I thought had the 

best chance for success.  Mr. Howlin reported that after considerable analysis he determined that the most fre-

quent cause of slow or difficult window lift could be tracked to the windows movement thru the upper portion 

of the window channel, the portion of the channel that extends above the top of the door.  

 It seems that the backdraft of wind that blows your hair from the back of your head to the front when the top 

is down (isn’t that a great look), also blows dust and dirt directly into the window channel. Over time that dirt 

builds up on the felt inside the channel causing drag on the window as it moves thru.  Many people believe that 

simply lubricating the channel/track will fix the problem, but in most cases lubrication is only a short term so-

lution.   Depending on the lubricant used, it can ultimately make the problem worse, as some lubricants stiffen 

overtime, or become tacky trapping even more dirt.   It is important to note that if left unattended, over the 

long term, sticky windows can lead to permanent damage to the lift mechanism (whether electric or manual) 

that can be much more difficult and expensive to repair. 

The solution to this sticky problem is to first clean the upper channel using a Q-tip and denatured alcohol (a 

large Q-tip is best, but a normal sized one will work).  Once all of the embedded dirt and perhaps old lubricant 

is cleaned out of the track, Mr. Howlin suggests using a clean Q-tip to apply a very thin (emphasis on thin) 

coat of a grease called Shin-Etsu for lubricating rubber/felt/silicone parts which he reports is available from 

your local Honda Dealer.  My local Honda dealer had never heard of it, so I was forced to substitute.  I used 

“Blaster”, spray-on garage door opener lubricant, a long lasting silicone based product which dries tack free 

and will not accumulate dust and dirt (I had blaster on hand and I think I purchased it at Lowes).   I applied the 

lubricant by spraying a little into the cap of the spray can, and then dipped a Q-tip into the liquid and spread it 

evenly onto the window felt.  On my car the impact of this treatment was immediate and dramatic on the pas-

senger’s side window, but the driver’s side although much improved was still not operating smoothly.   

As phase two or this repair I decided to remove the driver’s side door panel to see if I could identify any addi-

tional problems.  To accomplish this I located the attachment points and carefully pried off the door panel, and 

peeled off the sheet of factory installed plastic moisture barrier. At that point I was finally able to observe the 

lower window tracks, and the problem was easily diagnosed.  In an attempt to free up the sticky window, a 

previous owner/mechanic had filled the lower track with thick white grease which had long since hardened and 

become sticky rather than slick.  I cleaned the lower tracks with denatured alcohol being careful to remove all 

traces of the grease.  I did not re-lubricate the lower tracks at all.   I then tested the window’s movement, and it 

worked like new.  Since the door was apart, I took the opportunity to perform some minor adjustments to the 
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positioning of the tracks themselves and also to the window stop, which allowed the window to move to the 

very top of its track and seal better with the weather stripping on the top (see me if you are interested in this 

portion of the repair).   I then completed the repair by reinstalling both the moisture barrier and the door panel.  

 I completed this repair approximately one year ago and the windows work today as well as they did the day it 

was completed.  In terms of preventative maintenance, I would think that an owner might want to clean the 

window tracks every 20,000 or 30,000 miles, or whenever you notice deterioration in function.  If you don’t 

need to remove the door panels the cleaning and lubrication process only takes 5 to 10 minutes per window, so 

it can be done with only a minor sacrifice of precious driving time. 

4TH OF JULY PARADE 

Just a reminder that the Miata Club will be driving in the Fairborn 4th of July Parade. We’re 

hoping to get 20 Miata’s to drive City Officials and different Miami Valley personalities.  

Thanks! 

Dan Kirkpatrick 

937.673.4178 

STUBBS PARK CONCERTS 

Some of our members have suggested attending Stubbs Park concerts. Not an official club event but it would 

be fun to meet there. Here is the schedule. 


