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The President’s Corner 

We are slowly getting some aspects of life back to normal. Chuck Valley, our 

Rally Master, has had two recent drives – both well attended, and we have one 

scheduled that Norma and I put together for Friday, July 3, 2020. We're not 

meeting at restaurants at the end of drives but instead, we've been having picnic 

lunches that everyone brings - it's worked out great. Please get with Chuck if you 

have ideas for a drive or would like to put one together. We did have our June 16 

Meet & Greet at Bennett's Publical Restaurant in Miamisburg and while it was well attended, we may 

hold back on future Meet & Greets until we see how the recent spike in COVID-19 cases in Ohio 

goes. In some states where they have allowed beaches and other public places to re-open, they have 

seen large increases in virus cases. I recently spoke with a high school buddy in California who had 

an MG Midget while I had a Fiat 124 Sport Spyder (my first sports car) while we were in college. He 

said the COVID-19 cases have gone up significantly in the past couple of weeks. While we certainly 

want to have fun in the MVMC, we want to do it safely! 

As you are aware, many of the July MVMC activities have been cancelled. Both 4th of July Parades 

(Fairborn and Beavercreek) have been cancelled. The after (and before) parade event at our house 

is also cancelled. Other July events and drives are up in the air. We will keep you posted of new and 

different events and drives as they are set up. 

On Saturday, September 5, we have the Tour de Gem Car Rally. This year it will be bigger (cars from 

other car clubs) and better than last year. This is a "Clues Car Rally" that you will have to find clues 

along the route. And yes, the route will be shorter than last year. It's all a part of the Tour de Gem 

Cycling Classic that started three years ago as a fund raiser for local charities. We'll be getting out 

more about the charity fundraising part of the Car Rally in the next several weeks. The MVMC local 

charity we support is the Sinclair Community College Automotive Technology program. 

If you are planning on going on the Fall Foliage trip to the Tail of the Dragon, Oct 22-25, be sure to 

make your hotel reservations at the Luxbury Inn (800-780-9839) in Maryville. Rooms are filling up but 

there are still several open. 

At the recent drive on Saturday, June 20, during our lunch break we asked attendees and MVMC 

Executive Board members what they thought about the Drivers Challenge Book for 2020. All agreed 

to postpone using the Drivers Challenge Book to earn points until 2021.   

As I have said in past newsletters, if you do not feel comfortable attending a MVMC event because 

of the COVID-19 situation, please stay home. Upcoming Meet & Greets will be looked at on a date 

by date. 

If you have any questions about anything in this message, please do not hesitate to contact me at: 

Daniel.r.kirkpatrick@gmail.com or call me at: 937-673-4178.   

mailto:Daniel.r.kirkpatrick@gmail.com


Stay safe!  Stay healthy!  If any MVMC members need assistance, let us know. We are here for each 

other!!! 

Dan Kirkpatrick 
Miami Valley Miata Club President 
937-673-4178  

 

Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2020 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

From the Membership Desk 

by Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 

We are happy to add two new members in June. Please welcome Kyle and Natasha Guerrero and 

Dennis and Marjorie Sarver! 
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Secretary-Treasurer 

Patti Purdin 

Rally Master 
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Jim Brokaw 

Membership Director 
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Tim Howard 
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Dave Berry 

July Birthdays 

07/02 Jack Wilson 
07/06 Jeffrey Bowman 
07/10 Karen Weglage 
07/14 Dennis Sarver 
07/17 Dianne Loughlin 
07/25 Fred Remmers 
07/26  Janet Merrelli 
07/27 Jim Brokaw 
  
  
  
  
  

New Members in 2020 

Dennis & Marjorie Sarver 
Kyle & Natasha Guerrero 
Robert & Ciela Tonge 
Tim & Johanna West 

Michael Ryan 

 



Rally Master Report 

As you know, since February, the MVMC has had to sadly, but importantly, 

abandon the scheduled MVMC Events this year. With restaurants being 

closed, then opened for carry-out only, and more recently open, but spaced 

seating and no reservations available, it’s pretty much killed our Meet & 

Greets. But happily, we’ve resorted to the idea of Drive & Picnic. So far in the 

month of June, the MVMC has had two Drive & Picnics (we’ll start calling 

them D&Ps) under our belts. D&Ps are a relatively new idea spawned during 

the infamous COVID-19 era. A D&P offers “open air social distancing” driving 

in a caravan with the top down, and then dining together in a pleasant outdoor environment like Flat 

Fork Lookout at Caesar’s Creek, and Rotary Park in Beavercreek, under the shade of the gazebo or 

large oak tree. The no-hassle fun is, we bring the food we really enjoy, never having to wait for the 

restaurant to take our order, never having to wonder if the cook took every health precaution, never 

having to wait for a bill, (sometimes higher than we think it should be for what we got). And then 

there’s absolutely no tipping!  Summer 2020 is the summer of Drive & Picnic.   

We know you love driving your little machines, but you’ve also got other things to do. A D&P is a 

convenient and safe way to get together. D&Ps generally offer shorter drives that don’t consume most 

of the day. Members seem to like the shorter drives because we’ve had 20 cars each drive, near 40 

MVMC members participated in each of the two drives so far! No RSVPs necessary, no long term 

planning necessary, and you can join us “on the fly”.   

By now, you’ve seen a third drive announcement for this Friday, July 3rd. Hope to see you there!  

We recommend bringing a few chairs and maybe a small two-top table to these events. And to cap 

off your picnic lunch, the club has been providing pre-packaged desserts for all participants. 

Until then, 

Chuck Valley, MVMC Rally Master 

 

Treasurer's Report 2nd Quarter 2020 
By Patti Purdin 

Beginning Balance $3,015.55  
Plus Income Dues $120.00  

 Jeff Schmitt $300.00  

 Magnets $20.00  

   $3,455.55 

Less Expenses   

 Rally Master $10.66  

 Insurance $373.00  

   $383.66 

    
Ending Balance   $3,071.89  

    
Sponsorship Account Balance   $500.00  

 



MVMC 2020 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for 
which at least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 
 

 

3Date Event Host(s) Venue 
Jul 4 Fairborn 4th of July Parade Dan & Norma Kirkpatrick Fairborn, OH 

Jul 4 Beavercreek 4th of July Parade Chuck & Pat Valley Beavercreek, OH 

Jul 11 Dual Club Ice Cream Run Chuck & Pat Valley TBA 

Jul 21 Meet & Greet MVMC Officers Giovanni’s Fairborn 

Aug 1 British Car Show Tim Howard Eastwood Metro Park 

Aug 6-9 Miatas at the Gap Open Southeastern Tennessee 

Aug 15 Hocking Hills Drive Clyde & Bonnie Hebert Southeastern Ohio 

Aug 18 Meet & Greet MVMC Officers Nick’s Restaurant Xenia 

Aug 20-22 Arthritis Foundation Car Show Tim Howard Dublin, Ohio 

Aug 22 Brown County Drive Art & Nancy Thibeault Brown County, Indiana 

Sep 5 Tour de Gem Rally Dan Kirkpatrick & Dave 
Berry 

Dayton environs 

Sep 6 Waynesville Breakfast & Fly-In TBA Waynesville, OH 

Sep 15 Annual Picnic MVMC Officers Lofino Park, Beavercreek 
(tentative) 

Sep 20 Fairborn Car Show Dan Kirkpatrick Fairborn, OH 

Sep 20 Dayton Concours d’Elegance TBA Carillon Park, Dayton, OH 

Sep 24-27 Miatas at Margaritaville TBA Lake of the Ozarks, MO 

Sep 26 Pet Fest Dan Kirkpatrick Delco Park, Kettering 

 

  

Once events have been resumed, be sure to RVSP for any event you 

plan to attend 

Legend: 

  

Being held as scheduled 

On Hold 

Cancelled 

Event 

Event 

Event 

Latest updates to upcoming events: 

• The British Car Show at Eastwood MetroPark, August 1st, has been cancelled by the 

organizers 

• The Arthritis Foundation Car Show in Dublin, Ohio, August 20-22, was rescheduled from 

June and remains on their calendar 

• The annual picnic remains scheduled for September 15 at Lofino Park in Beavercreek. 

However, Beavercreek is not accepting park reservations, so availability of Lofino is not 

guaranteed 

• The 2020 Dayton Concours d’Elegance at Carillon Park, September 20th, has been 

cancelled by the organizers 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Miami Valley Miata Club Magnets! 

MVMC car magnets are available for $5  
each.  We recommend a pair so both sides  

of your Miata/MX-5 can publicize our  

great club during Drive & Dines!  

 

Contact Dave Berry for yours! 
  

 

 
 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 



Support our Sponsoring Restaurants 

Patronize the restaurants who had stepped up to support us this year for our Drivers Challenge. They 

are: Don Patron's, El Meson, TJ Chumps, TIckets Pub & Eatery, RIp-Rap Roadhouse, Bennett's 

Publical, Giovanni's Italian Restaurant, Nick's Restaurant, and Los Mariachi's.  

 

Below is an update on the service status of these restaurants. 

 

Restaurant Location Inside Dining Carry Out Delivery 

Bennett’s Publical Miamisburg Yes with restrictions Yes DoorDash, Grubhub 

Don Patron’s Fairborn Yes with restrictions Yes DoorDash, Grubhub, Uber Eats 

El Meson West Carrollton Yes with restrictions Yes No 

Giovanni’s Fairborn Yes with restrictions Yes Grubhub 

Los Mariachi’s Xenia Yes with restrictions Yes No 

Nick’s Xenia Yes with restrictions Yes No 

Rip-Rap Roadhouse Dayton Yes with restrictions Yes No 

Tickets Fairborn No Yes No 

TJ Chumps Englewood Yes with restrictions Yes DoorDash, Grubhub 

Note that restaurants now offering inside dining have placed restrictions on the size of parties and the 

total number of patrons. Some may also require that reservations be made in advance of arrival. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  June Drives 

Rally Master, Chuck Valley, hosted two drives in June that toured Warren and Greene counties, and then 

arrived at park areas for picnic lunches. Here are photos from the drives.  

 

The first June drive produced great turnout, but found damp conditions at Flat Fork Ridge Recreation Center 

 

 

Roger Gordon snapped this couple signaling for a  
right-hand turn – into a Greene County cornfield? 

 

 

A panoramic view of MVMC Miatas at Rotary Park 

 

 

Our youngest member, Kaitlyn Fields, arrived at  
Rotary Park in Beavercreek with Pat Valley 

 



Member News 

Drake Daum, MVMC founder, has offered FREE! The following:  

Free Used Inkjet Printer: Brother Model MFC-5460CN (not working correctly) 

• Includes all colors of ink cartridges.  

• The black ink head doesn’t work properly.  Color ink heads are OK.  

• Someone may have the talent to repair this unit … won’t print black color very well.  

• Multiple uses of the Auto-Cleaning function did not fix this.  

• Free to good home.  

• User manual included. 

If interested, contact Drake at drake@miata.net 

 

The ever-inventive Roger Gordon, erstwhile Rally Master, has found a new purpose for wood blocks 

(no, not the kind you give your toddler for Christmas). Here is Roger’s explanation. 

I like to share information that might be valuable to other members, so I decided to pass on the 

following info. 

I like to work on my Miata myself, but it seems like so many jobs need the car in the air. I have a floor 

jack, but I have never been happy using it on the Miata (or other cars) because I cannot use the 

jacking points mandated in the manual. The seat of the jack is flat, but the recommended jacking point 

is a welded seam of metal along the bottom edge of the car (see Picture 1). The jack in the trunk that 

comes with the car has a part on top whose groove mates with that welded seam (Picture 2) 

To solve the disparity, I used some scrap 2x4 pieces and my tabletop band saw to make a "tool" to 

mate my jack with my car. The "tool" (Picture 3) is just a scrap of 2x4 cut into the profile of the groove 

on the car jack that fits into the seam of the car. The seat or saddle of the jack is flat. So putting the 

"tool" onto the flat saddle of the jack (Picture 4), I can now correctly engage the proper mounting 

points on the car (Picture 5). 

  

 

Picture 1 

 

 

Picture 2 
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When I posted some of this information on the 

club's Facebook site, I discovered that resident 

wrench Tim Howard found a "real" tool like the one 

I made available for sale at Flying Miata - this one 

(Picture 6) is crafted of a hard rubber compound 

which makes way more sense and can be ordered 

using part number "M35-70000 (3 inch molded rubber jack pad)" – this one is for an NB Miata. 

While I'm at it, another "tool" that I made/use is a set of car ramps made from 2x4's as well (I 

discovered that member Christy Haynes also did something similar, so I thought I would show what I 

made). The problem to be solved here was that if you attempt to drive your rear wheel drive car onto 

store-bought ramps (Picture 7), the front wheels just push the ramp along instead of rolling ONTO the 

ramp (front wheel drive cars usually do not do that). So I just made a set of ramps out of 2x4's that 

have a much smaller angle of entrance (Picture 8) – the wheels press down on the ramps, and the 

car can go up the ramps. Ideally these should be made from wider planks such as 2x10. The ramps 

 

Picture 3 

 

 

Picture 4 

 

 

Picture 5 

 

 

Picture 6 

 



can easily be mounted on the wall to keep them out of the way by drilling a few holes in the back 

(Picture 9 – Editor’s Note: all garages should be this neat!). 

Thanks to Christy and Tim for contributing to this article. 

 

 

  

 

Picture 7 

 

 

Picture 8 

 

 

Picture 9 

 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

by Tim Howard 

As you know I am an incurable “caraholic”. I am frequently in the garage working 

on my latest project or in the house doing research on the computer to solve 

whatever problem I might be working on at that time. Although it is at times very 

frustrating, I firmly believe that learning new things and pressuring yourself to 

learn more and enhance your skills is part of what keeps you young. At my 

advanced age, it is an important principal to practice. You do not need to develop 

a vaccine to cure COVID-19, you only need to add something new to your 

toolbox. This month’s Shop Talk falls into that category.  

While in the process of completing body and paint work on my latest project car, I had occasion to 

get out the small buffer I purchased from Griot’s several years ago. When I opened the box, I noticed 

an instructional CD that I had never watched. After I completed the task at hand, I still had a little time, 

so I decided to watch the CD.   

The presentation covered multiple topics, but I was intrigued by the presentation using the buffer to 

apply wax to your car. Probably as the result of habits developed in my youth when I did not have a 

buffer, I have always applied and removed paste wax by hand; circular motions to apply, and circular 

motions to remove. The CD promoted a technique whereby you apply the wax using a buffer (I used 

Meguiar’s Cleaner Wax) with a soft foam polishing pad and then remove it by hand. It proposed setting 

the buffer at a little more than half the maximum speed (buffing is usually done at full speed). The 

second instruction was to not over-saturate the pad with wax; a little goes a long way. The wax should 

be applied in about 3-foot square sections, first moving the buffer horizontally in overlapping passes 

until the section is done, then covering the same section vertically with the same process. I usually 

add a diagonal pass also, and then repeat the entire process at least one more time. I was surprised 

at how easy the wax came off by hand, and secondly by the depth of the shine that I achieved with 

this process. I thought that the car looked good when I started, but the buffer-

applied wax definitely created a much deeper shine. I can only surmise that 

the buffer applies the wax more evenly than you can achieve by hand, and also 

that by going over the surface with wax several times, you actually leave more 

wax on the surface which accounts for the deeper appearance of the shine. In 

support of this last assumption, the video actually suggests that for a 

Concours-level shine (that foot-deep look) you should repeat the entire 

process two or three times. I am a convert. I might not use this process every 

time I wax a car, but I will use it when I am prepping my cars for shows.   

This just goes to disprove that old adage, “You can’t teach an old dog new tricks”. 

Notice to Members: 

At the beginning of February, an email notice was sent to all members who had renewed for 2020. 

The notice contained the new login and password for the Members Only page of the Miami Valley 

Miata Club’s website. If you are a current member, and have not received the notice or have 

misplaced it, please contact Dave Berry, Webmaster, at 937-367-6879 or dinglebe@hotmail.com. 
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