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President’s Corner 

by Tony Zlocki 

The Beetle Beneath 
 
The air-cooled  Volkswagen chassis has been the basis for more custom cars and creations than any 

other vehicle in the world. While coach-built-bodied automobiles are no stranger to the concours field, 

the images that come to mind are often those of manufacturers such as Duesenberg, Delahaye, 

Bugatti , or Maserati . Firms like Figoni et Falaschi, Zagato, Rollston or Chapron have been celebrated 

at prestigious events for decades. In the hierarchy of the collectable  car, these special models carry 

the most prestige and often the highest price tag. 

In this context, Volkswagen seems to be the polar opposite. The "Peoples Car" was built on the idea 

that every person could afford a vehicle, and the design was more function than fashion. The car was 

built as more of an appliance than a fashion accessory, a vehicle to move people from one place to 

another in the most basic and economical package possible. 

Whit the exception of  Karmann Ghia, the word "beautiful" is not typically associated with the design 

of Volkswagen products. Here in America, the Beetle  was marketed as the "anti-fashion" car, the 

homely underdog that succeeded in doing the opposite of what American manufacturers were up to 

at the time. The soaring tail fins, sweeping chrome and stratosphere reaching designs of the 50's and 

60's were in an orbit of their own, while the humble beetle crawled into the hearts and homes of 

Americans. 

Creative and enterprising minds took notice. From the battlefields of WW2 to the sand dunes of Pismo 

Beach, the VW chassis has reached across all realms. During World War 2, the company put its 

efforts into building mobile field kitchens for the German army and a scout vehicle referred to as the 

Kubelwagen. Postwar, with the VW growing in popularity, a special project by Rometsch  was a four-

door version on a stretched chassis that was used as a taxi. This company created a special aluminum 



bodied sports car that was displayed at the Geneva auto show in 1951. When the car was bought on 

the spot by German actor Viktor de Kowa, the car quickly became the Beetle for high society. 

Production continued until 1961 when the Berlin wall was built, effectively splitting the available 

employees in half. The company tried to operate as a body shop taking on a few conversions of 

vehicles for taxi use, and other utilitarian projects; the sports car days were over. The company closed 

in 2000 with sports car bodies still in the attic. 

The relationship between Volkswagen and  Karmann went far beyond the Beetle Cabriolets and 

Karman Ghia. Several prototypes were built by Karmann in Osnabruck in hopes of expanding their 

production of new models . Sadly, they never hit production, but nuances of the design can be seen 

in the Porsche 914, which was another Karmann design. 

The Peoples car hit all walks of life from handcrafted aluminum bodies of the Rometsch to the 

beach bum with his fiberglass buggy here in the United States. VW has had a massive impact on 

automotive culture. 

 

 

Treasurer Report for Period Ending June 30, 2019  

by Fred Hoppel 

 

Bank Balance as of December 31, 2018               $    878.96 

Funds Deposited to Account in 2019                $ 2,489.00 

Total Funds Available        $ 3,367.96 

Less 

Expenditures Drawn on the Account in 2019     $ 1,206.44 

Bank Balance as of June 30, 2019                $ 2,161.52 

 

  



Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2019 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

MVMC 2019 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for 
which at least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
3Date Event Host(s) Venue 

Jul 4 Fairborn 4th of July Parade Dan Kirkpatrick Fairborn, OH 

Jul 4 Beavercreek 4th of July Parade Dan Kirkpatrick Beavercreek, OH 

Jul 16 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

Jul 20 Red Brick Tavern Drive & Dine Tony & Jean Zlocki London, OH 

Aug 1-4 Miatas at the Gap* Mike Wheeler Maryville, TN 

Aug 10 British Car Show Tim Howard Eastwood Metropark 

Aug 24 Hocking Hills Drive & Dine Fred & Jayna Hoppel Southeastern Ohio 

Aug 31 Tour de Gem Miata Rally Dan Kirkpatrick Dayton environs 

Sep 14 Madison, IN Tony & Jean Zlocki Southern Indiana 

Sep 17 MVMC Summer Picnic Chuck Valley Lofino Park, Beavercreek, OH 

Sep 20-21 Kentucky Bourbon Trail Part III Chuck & Pat Valley Somewhere in Kentucky! 

Sep 21 Rock Garden Tour Enrique & Ruth Ellenbogen TBA 

Sep 22 Fairborn Car Show  Dan Kirkpatrick Fairborn, OH 

*Mike Wheeler is once again leading the Miatas at the Gap trip. Also please note that the BB Riverboat 

Cruise that had been planned for July 28 has been cancelled. 
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From the Membership Desk 

by Pat Valley 

Membership Director 
 

We have two new members for June: Tim & Carole Hart, and Karen Monaghan. Please welcome 
them to the club! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

July Birthdays 

07/02 Jack Wilson 

07/06 Jeffrey Bowman 

07/06 Tammy Thompson 

07/07 Anissa Evans 

07/07 Berta Loyer 
07/09 Dianne Remmers 

07/10 Karen Weglage 

07/17 Dianne Loughlin 

07/25 Fred Remmers 

07/25 Walter Helman 

07/29 Dave Johnson 

  

  

  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

New Members for 2019 

Karen Monaghan 

Tim & Carole Hart 

Jerry & Nancy Cooper 

Jeff Dixon & Cate Renner 

Wayne Rickey 

Larry Leese 

Karen Nagafuchi 

Gary & Denise Thrasher 

Dave & Rachel Johnson 

Heather Morgan 

Barry & Anissa Evans 

Paul & Karen Weglage 

 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


Cincinnati Concours d’ Elegance 
by Tim Howard 

On June 9th, early in the morning, three intrepid MVMC members, Tim Howard, Ed Walker, and Mike 

Allen, met at the Dayton Mall Bravo for a trip to the Cincinnati Concours d’Elegance at Ault Park. I 

refer to us as “intrepid” not only due to the early hour, but also because the forecast called for rain. 

As always, we were scheduled to meet with members of the Cincinnati Club so we could take 

advantage of their wonderful priority parking, and their discount tickets, as well as to renew the 

friendships that have grown between the two clubs. The rain actually held off until the show started 

around 10:00 am, and even then was only light and sporadic. We did eventually get a little wet, but 

certainly not soaked. The show itself was wonderful, as usual, with great cars, and a good crowd 

obviously more interested in the cars than threatened by the rain. The fact is, the cool damp weather 

was almost preferable to what is usually a very hot, sticky show.   

In summary, the three of us had a great time, even though we got a little damp. Accompanying is a 

photo of a beautiful Lotus Elan, the car that Mazda used as the inspiration for our favorite car, the 

Miata. 

  

 

Safety Tip for NC owners with the Power Hardtop 
 
Here is a safety tip from MVMC member Pat Gould: 
 
We all know the difficulty in reaching to clean the inside of the hardtop rear glass.  I’ve discovered more 
than once, that the framework around this glass has a very sharp edge.  I am now using leather gloves 
when cleaning this window to avoid cut fingertips.    
 

For more photos from June MVMC events, visit the club’s Google Drive page:  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1z_ZzUgM4ETt3bR9Mq7nyir69kz2AYU8m 



Ohio President’s Tour 

June 15th, 2019 

Hosts: Chuck & Pat Valley 

It was the day before Father’s Day, and all through the land 

grills were getting fired up and another MVMC drive had been planned. 

 

We gathered at Xenia Bike Station around eight forty-five 

A quick driver’s meeting – and we were off on our drive. 

 

Miatas heading north, then east, then north, then east before our stop 

While the sky got sunnier, on the highway we didn’t drop the top. 

 

After 3 hours exactly we arrived at Taggart’s in Canton according to plan 

We met up with Joe and Anne, you know, the Talafous clan. 

 

We had a great meal, Chris Vollmer said, “Chuck, you’re two for two!” which was nice.  A comment 

meaning Chuck had ‘done well’ picking out a good restaurant on two consecutive drives, twice! 

 

There were 8 Ohio presidents, all great men of their time,  

This drive was to see McKinley, the 25th president, and yes this does rhyme. 

 

The museum was a bit creepy, but historically a treat 

If you liked trains and old things from the past, you thought it was neat! 

 

Weather coming back home was part drizzle, part rain 

When we stopped for coffee, iced tea, and a potty break, no one complained. 

 

Join us again -- another Ohio Presidents Tour we will do 

Learn about our past leaders, be with friends from the Miata Club, and maybe enjoy some good 

food and ice cream sundaes too! 

  

  



The 2019 London Cobra Show 
by Tim Howard 

As is typical for 2019, Saturday, June 22nd started with rain. As our group of 9 assembled  for 

breakfast at Bob Evans in Xenia, it would have been easy to eat and go home. Fortunately, we did 

not make that decision. By the time we exited the restaurant after breakfast, the rain had stopped, 

and the sun was beginning to show from around the clouds. By the time the thunderous Cobra 

entrance parade began in London, the sun was out and warming, and remained so for the remainder 

of the day.  

As usual, the participating Cobras were both numerous and beautiful. The vendor area was packed 

with top notch Cobra suppliers, and the city was picturesque, as always. The Cobra  exhibitors proved 

to be as friendly and talkative as any group of car people I have ever seen. They were eager to 

engage in conversation and answer questions if you had any. You will be happy to know that Patti 

Purdin is now a Cobra expert! 

The one negative for the day centered around the very 

popular Cobra Show fund raiser, Cobra rides for show 

spectators. These are not just rides, but for a fee, Cobra 

owners take spectators on a serious blast down one of 

London’s main streets. This is all sanctioned and 

monitored by the local police, so it is an organized 

mayhem.  Unfortunately, for the first time ever, one 

perhaps over-zealous driver lost control and mowed down 

a medium-sized tree lining the street. Neither the driver nor 

the passenger was injured, but the same was not true for 

the tree and the Cobra (see picture at right). Unfortunately, 

when we left one, of the events most popular fund raisers 

was still shut down while authorities tried to clear the 

accident. This was certainly a blow to the Cobra owner, a 

surprise to the passenger, and a loss to all those who have 

enjoyed the event over the years, not to mention a loss of 

funds for Cystic Fibrosis. [Editor’s note: the rides did 

resume once the accident scene was cleared.] 

Below you will find a couple of pictures from this year’s event. 

 

  

 

  



 

  



MIATAS AT THE GAP 

Thursday, August 1st - Sunday, August 4th 
 
Join Mike Wheeler and friends in a return to MATG 1-4 August 2019. 
 
MATG at Fontana Village in North Carolina is the longest running Miata gathering in the country. 
Located in the midst of some of the greatest driving roads like Tail of the Dragon, Moonshiner 28, and 
Cherohala Skyway, MATG is also one of the largest gatherings of Miatas and owners in the US. So 
join us for a fun drive and perhaps meet new friends from other clubs around the country that are 
Miata/MX-5 enthusiasts! 
 
The Club has reserved a block of 10 rooms at the Luxbury Inn & Suites; 805 Foothills Mall Drive; 
Maryville, TN 37801. The Luxbury offers free Wi-Fi, a fully equipped kitchen, continental breakfast, 
and is conveniently located to many of your favorite restaurants. 
 
To reserve your room, Call 865-983-9839 no later than July 1, 2019 
 
(Prices do NOT include taxes): 
1) $273.00 for a 1-bedroom suite for the three nights [6 available] 
2) $313.00 for a deluxe 1-bedroom suite for the three nights [1 available] 
2) $335.00 for a double queen suite for the three nights [3 available] 
 
If you think you may be going, you are encouraged to book a room with the knowledge you can cancel 
72 hours in advance. Rooms book up fast so don’t put it off too long. When calling, tell ‘em you’re 
with the Miami Valley Miata Club. Let Mike know you have made your reservation. 
 
RSVP to Mike Wheeler: mtwheel@hotmail.com or (937) 776-9918 by July 1st  

 

mailto:mtwheel@hotmail.com


 

Miami Valley Miata Club 

Anniversary Logo 
Shirt or Cap 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Take your shirt or cap to Boomerang 

Embroidery (3008 Birdwood Road, Kettering). 

They will embroider the Miata Club 

Anniversary logo for $11.00. 

Add a name to the right side of the shirt for 

$4.00 (block or script lettering)  

(plus tax). 

Provide your own cap, or order 

one from Lori’s website 

Boomerang's catalog: https://www.companycasuals.com/miata 

 

Miami Valley Miata Club Magnets! 

MVMC car magnets are available for $5  
each.  We recommend a pair so both sides  

of your Miata/MX-5 can publicize our  

great club during Drive & Dines!  

See Fred Hoppel (or in his absence, Dave  

Berry) for yours! 
 

 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 
by Tim Howard 

Over the past several months, a number of our members commented on 

Facebook that their seat belts no longer fully retract when released. Roger 

Gordon even proposed a solution that he had found on the Internet. I paid close 

attention to this interchange because my latest project car, a 2006 Miata, 

suffered from this malady. On the surface this does not seem like a very serious 

problem. The seat belt still performs its primary safety function, but I can attest 

that it is very annoying. When it does not retract properly, it gets stuck in the 

door when you try to close it and, upon entering the car, your seat belt is frequently tucked behind the 

seat where you can’t reach it to attach the buckle. In severe situations like mine, you can’t even hand-

feed the belt back into its spring-loaded container to get it out of the way. It is just plain annoying! 

The solution that Roger proposed to correct this problem hypothesized that the reason for recalcitrant 

seat belt retraction was dirty seat belts. The solution was very simple, clamp the seat belts in their 

most extended position and then wash them using a mild soap-and-water solution and soft scrub 

brush. Of course, you should then dry them with a towel and allow them to air dry until all hint of 

moisture is gone (mold on your seat belt would probably be worse than dirt). 

I tried this procedure as did others, and it seemed unanimous that the results were less than 

satisfactory. In my case, the belts worked better, but they still did not fully retract. As a result, I decided 

to do my own research to see if I could find a different solution. What I found was that the original 

solution was likely correct in principle but lacking in technique or practical application. It seems to be 

generally accepted that dirt inhibits retraction. Not because of grit as I assumed. The more 

enlightened theorists believe that dirt stiffens the fabric to the point that the retractor spring is not 

powerful enough to overcome the resistance and rewind the belt. The solution to this problem is then 

a more effective washing process. 

The alternative solution that I picked to test is as outlined below, and It worked for me.  

• Fully extend the seat belt and clamp it off to hold it in the extended position (I used a large 

paper clip and it worked great). See photo #1. 

• Draw a bucket of warm water and add laundry detergent (a little fabric softener might be a 

nice addition). 

• Place the bucket on the seat of your car and insert as much of the belt as possible into the 

warm soapy water.  I swirled the belt about a bit and squeezed the belt to agitate the water 

through the fibers.  

• Allow the belt to soak in the water for about 30 minutes. I then agitated a final time. See 

photo #2 and note the dirt in the water, especially considering the fact that I had already 

washed it once using the original technique. 

• Take the seat belt out of the water and dry it with an absorbent towel.  

• Finally, I draped the belt over the mirror of the car and allowed it to air dry overnight. See 

photo #3. 



The result is that my belt now retracts as it did 

when it was new. This might be in part 

because I washed the belt twice but, based 

upon the dirt in the water after the second 

process, I believe that it is a more effective 

approach. Please review the accompanying 

pictures and make up your own mind. To be 

honest, I was skeptical about the dirty belt 

theory. I am now a believer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #1 

 

 

Photo #2 

 

 

Photo #3 

 

 I'll bet you didn't know this! 
  
Many of the newer cars have a Back-Up Sensor  that warns the driver before the rear bumper 
actually comes in contact with something.  
  
Who invented this sensor? I'll bet you think it was Ford, maybe GM; how about 
Chrysler? No. Then how about Mercedes Benz, or possibly the French or Italian car 
manufacturers? No. 
  
It was a Japanese farmer named Sowasaki. His invention was simple and effective. It emits 
a high-pitch squeal just before the vehicle itself backs into something. 
  
Here's his first prototype: Click Here  

  - courtesy of Rally Master, Chuck Valley 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flh5.googleusercontent.com%2F-esGe0xRKPq4%2FVFHFxp4tzDI%2FAAAAAAAAF_I%2FwDtZm2PXI0A%2Fs2560%2F1414645187530.jpeg&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0f7ef893abb74dcb282308d6406a1092%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636767221612095937&sdata=MDsPl5%2B7Lbp%2BA4mT3iHi%2Fc23oIExAbITuT9ojZOJpaI%3D&reserved=0

