
The President’s Corner

   Freedom. Independence. Liberty. We celebrate all of these on July 4th, anniversary of
the adoption of the Declaration of Independence. This year, the anniversary numbers
240, or about 12 generations of Americans.

America was nothing new to the English – they had already placed colonies in the
Caribbean, in competition with the empire building of Portugal and Spain. Everything went pretty smoothly
for 170 years or so. America was a rich source of agricultural goods like sugar, cotton and tobacco, and a
consumer of finished goods from English craftsmen – plows, tools, furniture, fine china and silverware. And,
probably to George III’s everlasting vexation, firearms.

We know the rest of the history – I think it is still taught in high school. Both sides eventually got over their
distaste for one another, and America and the U.K. have become the best of friends, especially after we
saved their butts in both WWI and WWII.

We have shared and traded all sorts of things over the past 240+ years, and one line of commerce in
particular took hold immediately after that second mix-up on the European mainland. American G.I.s
returned from the war with all sorts of souvenirs – German battle gear, French wine, even English wives.
And one trophy that was very significant for our particular bunch – the British sports car. The first were
MG’s, the TC model, followed in years hence by TDs, TFs, the A, B, and C; Triumphs, Morgans, Sunbeams,
Austins, Daimlers, and a few Jaguars for the well-heeled also followed. British sports cars compiled a
marvelous history of fun and frolic joined by frequent bother – oil leaks, dubious electrics, and a penchant
for breaking down at inopportune times. Even so, there is still a lot of love for them around – just visit the
annual British Car Show here and you will see.

Other automakers have tried to capture the character of the British sports car in a friendlier, more reliable
package, but none truly succeeded until 1989 when, as we well know, Mazda introduced the MX-5 Miata.
Quoting from Wikipedia, “The MX-5 is conceptually the evolution and spiritual successor of the British sports
cars of the 1950s & '60s, such as the Triumph Spitfire, Austin-Healey 100, MG MGA, and particularly
the Lotus Elan.” To me, it most closely evokes the MGA in size and style, and especially in affordability and
availability – Lotus was always a boutique builder whose cars were barely civilized racing machines.
What we also well know is that the simplicity, quality, and reliability of the Miata bring us a huge helping of
motoring freedom – freedom to experience the joys of top-down motoring in a responsive, spirited, plain fun
sports car, without constant worry that it’s going to start to fail or fail to start.

So this July 4th, let us all be thankful for the freedom of our country – and the freedom afforded by our
favorite motorcar.
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OUR CLUB SPONSOR

CALLING ALL MEMBERS

INVITE NEW MEMBERS!
Annual Dues are $20.00, January through December

View and Download the Membership Form (PDF)

07/02 Jack Wilson
07/02 Dennis Goodrich
07/07 Berta Loyer
07/09 Dianne Remmers
07/17 Linda Burkhardt
07/17 Dianne Loughlin
07/21 Cheryl Goldstein
07/23 Michelle Bereda
07/25 Walter Helman
07/25 Fred Remmers
07/26 Janet Perrelli
07/06 Tammy Thompson

TO OUR  NEW MEMBERS

 None added in July
Meet & Greet July

Date:  Tuesday, July 19, 2016 - 6:30 pm

Meet & Greet at the Golden Jersey Inn,

6880 Springfield Xenia Road,

Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387

Meet & Greet August
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2016 - 6:30pm

Marion's Pizza, 1320 N. Fairfield Road,

 Beavercreek, Ohio 45432.

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf
http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf
http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf
: http://youngsdairy.com/the-golden-jersey-inn/
: http://youngsdairy.com/the-golden-jersey-inn/
: http://youngsdairy.com/the-golden-jersey-inn/


Woodward Dream Cruise – Royal Oak, Michigan

August 19-20, 2016

Organizer & Lead Car: Chuck Valley

Join us for the World’s largest ‘seemingly never-ending' parade of hundreds of automobiles
from the 20s, 30s, 40s, 50s, 60s, 70s through current day. All can be seen in Royal Oak
Michigan on August 20th, 2016.

This is the 22nd anniversary of the Woodward Dream Cruise where classic/special
interest/street rods, muscle cars, recently made road worthy “barn finds”, some ‘not yet
released to the public’ new cars shown in vendor displays, and various static car shows are
found throughout this automobile extravaganza!

A third year for our club, MVMC attended the last two years and had a ball!

 Food vendors and local restaurants are within a short walking distance. There are a few
choices for hotel accommodations  ( see the Flyer sent earlier for details of choices available)

Itinerary:
Friday, August 19:

8:00 am Meet at Bob Evans 1202 S Main Street Englewood for driver’s meeting. 8:30a: Depart Bob Evans
and head up I-75 to Romulus Michigan. This is estimated to be a 3 hr, 15 min trip, (193 miles) but plan on 4
hours with a few pit stops along the way. (We'll do lunch when we get to Romulus.)

Option:  After hotel check-in, for those so inclined, you can head to the Henry Ford Museum
https://www.thehenryford.org (only 16 miles away from the hotel area.)

For dinner Friday night, we can meet as a group at Leonardo’s Italian Grille
http://www.leonardositaliangrille.com/home  at 7:00 pm for delicious lasagna, spaghetti, or any authentic
Italian food you may crave. ;-)

Saturday, August 20:

9:15 am: Meet in parking lot of Embassy Suites, then we'll head over to Woodward Avenue

What to bring: full tank of gas, umbrella (for rain or shine), sunblock, and lawn chairs

By 4:00  pm we will head back home, but feel free to stay longer if you desire. Along the way, we will have a
relaxing stop at Cracker Barrel for dinner and to reflect on the day's sights, getting us back home around
sundown.

For additional information surf Woodward Dream Cruise woodwarddreamcruise.com

and/or contact Chuck Valley, 937-608-5251 or email c.valley@earthlink.net

to confirm your plans to attend by July Meet-n-Greet at Golden Jersey Inn, thanks.

https://www.thehenryford.org
http://www.leonardositaliangrille.com/home
http://www.leonardositaliangrille.com/home 
woodwarddreamcruise.com 
mailto:c.valley@earthlink.net 


Ault Park Drive Report   By:  Tim Howard
     On June 12th, bright and early at 7:30 in the morning, a few sleepy MVMC members met at the
Dayton Mall to begin their trip to the Ault Park Concours d’legance.  Those hearty souls were Tim
Howard, Ed Walker, Ed and Elizabeth Kramer, and Tony and Jeanne Zolicki.  It was a beautiful day for
an early morning drive and by 8:15 we were in Hyde Park where we met about 25 members of the
Cincinnati Miata Club, our hosts for the day.  We had time to socialize, drink coffee, and some even ate
a little breakfast.  At approximately 9:00 am, we drove the remaining few miles to the park as a group of
approximately 20 cars.  We always make quite an entrance, and park in our reserved spot next to the
Jaguar Club, directly across the street from the entrance to the Show.   This is a highlight, as thousands
of people come to this show and many walk miles from their parking spots to get to the entrance.

     As usual, the bright sunlight that we all crave during the winter made it very warm by show time, but
the show lived up to its reputation as the best Concours d’Elegance within 500 miles of Dayton.
Attached are a few pictures of the rare automotive art that was on display.  Our thanks to the Cincinnati
Club for their hospitality, and the City of Cincinnati for the picturesque venue.  Those of us that attended
were left awaiting next year’ Ault Park Concours with great anticipation



 RALLY REPORT: Drives and Activities for 2016

Rally Master’ Report

We’re entering the middle or peak of the convertible driving season and still lots of
events to participate in.  June was a very busy month with three events and a
really great outdoor Meet & Greet.  The newsletter should give you the scoop on
the Cincinnati Concurs, The Serpent Mound Drive and the Vintage Grand Prix at
Mid-Ohio but if you want more info check in with Tim Howard, Dan Kirkpatrick or
Ed Kramer.

 Thanks to all of them for putting on these great club events!  This month we’e already done the
Fairborn Independence Day Parade and still have Miatas At The Gap XX coming up at the end of the
month as well as a Meet ‘ Greet at Young’ Golden Jersey Inn. I hope to see you at one of more of
these events.

Here is what is scheduled for the rest of the year so far:

July 4, Fairborn Independence Day Parade, Dan Kirkpatrick

July 19, Meet ‘ Greet Young’ Golden Jersey Inn Yellow Springs

July 28-31, Miatas at the Gap XX, Mike Wheeler
 Rooms may still be available at Townsend Gateway Inn @ $78 + tax

August 6, British Car Show, Tim Howard

August 16, Meet ‘ Greet Marion’ Piazza, Beavercreek

Aug 27, 2016 Miami Valley Miata Club Covered Bridge Drive Part II, George Wetmore

September 24-25, SCCA National Championship Runoffs, Ed Kramer

October 9, Mystery Drive ‘ Lick Ice Cream Run, Chuck & Pat Valley

Oct 20-23, Fall Foliage Trip to Townsend TN, Mike Wheeler
 10 Rooms blocked @ Townsend Gateway Inn @ $78 + tax. Suites and Cabins available

Nov 15, Meet ‘ Greet TJ Chumps Huber Heights

Dec 3 or 10, MVMC Christmas Party

Keep the shiny side up!
Mike



2016 Vintage Race Report:  By Tim Howard

Very early on June 26th seven of our heartiest members met at the Bob Evans in Xenia to eat
breakfast before we began the 140 mile drive to the Mid-Ohio Racetrack in Lexington, Ohio to attend
the 2016 Vintage Race.  I use the word “heartiest”because our numbers dwindled at the last minute
due to the projected 90 degree temperatures.  If truth be told, perhaps the remaining attendees, Ed
and Larry Kramer, Chuck and Ted Valley, Roger and Jeanne Gordon, and Tim Howard, weren’t really
the heartiest, but simply the most ardent race fans.  Despite the projected heat the trip to the race was
among the most pleasant I have ever had, and I have been there many times.

We arrived in time to sign up for the Concours d’Elegance and participation in the lunch time parade
laps.  Upon arrival, we were also pleasantly surprised to learn that there was a light breeze blowing
that tended to moderate the impact of the warm temperature.  The racing was very good; there were
some excellent cars in both the car show and the pits when we toured them.  The low point of the day
was the parade laps that were unusually crowded and therefore necessarily some of the slowest on
record.  Enclosed are a few pictures to commemorate the day.  In general, a good time was had by all,
and I for one can’ wait until next year.



Here  is our working LOGO

LINKS OF INTEREST:

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html

 BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS-  http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/

GREATER CINCINNATI    http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp

INDY MIATA CLUB    http://www.indymiata.org/

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
 http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
 http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
http://www.indymiata.org/


Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars)
 : By: Ed Kramer and Tim Howard

   Second Hand Lions

It is helpful every now and then to go find a stump, stand on it and survey the
changing world around you. Three generations of Miatas have come into the
shop. (Haven’t worked on any NDs yet). Each new generation causes a change
in owner’s attitude.

To some, a new model will always make the older model, well, just old.

(Manufacturer's love and depend on this first group of owners). A second group of owners say: "Hey, I love
my car and and I am not interested in having the latest and greatest”. (Repair shops love and depend on this
group of owners) There is a third group of owners that is becoming more prevalent in the club and shop - the
second/ third owner.

It works this way, the first owner often becomes fanatical about their little baby and lavishes great care and
attention on it (aftermarket stores love and depend on this group of owners). When these "cream puffs” go up
for sale, continued care and attention are not always provided. They become "beaters”, daily drivers with little
thought of their sporting heritage.

Case in point;

Brian Leenheer purchased a 99 10th Anniversary edition from a second owner who left the car forlorn under
a tree, covered in leaves and mold. Remember cruelty to horses? This person should have been sentenced
to Gitmo for auto cruelty. Fortunately there was enough of the original owner’s care and attention to make the
purchase worthwhile. Even so, Brian has worked long and hard for over a year to bring back the ‘shine’ and
driving excitement. There is still much to do, but it is a labor of love. Second owners, fortunately, are not
always ‘car beaters’.

Case in point;

Susan Hubble bought the ex Forrest Gwinn, ex Larry Kramer 99 with over 200k on the clock. The first and
second owners both provided meticulous care and attention. This car is amazingly tight and strong belying its
years of faithful service. Susan, now a regular at the Thursday shop gathering, is learning the ins and out of
proper maintenance. She continues the joy of ownership as much as the previous owners. That’s the legacy
of the Miata.

It pleases me, to no end, to see this new group of owners coming into the club. Their rides may not have the
shine of a new one and will require additional maintenance, but they have also found a group of like-minded
car guys and gals who love seeing a second hand lion given a new lease on life.

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication.  By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are
to provide them with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter.  As the
Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with
our sponsor.  Therefore, no advertising of used vehicles in the newsletter.  We will advertise
Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members.   The MVMC will help with
preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribu-
tion directly to members  and on MVMC Facebook page(s)."


