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The Fourth of July, WOW, can “it” 

be already?  Well, it is and time to pull 

out all the stops and enjoy the sum-

mer!  And come enjoy our annual pic-

nic July 22, at the Lofino’s park shel-

ter, 640 Grange Hall Rd, starting at 6:30.  The club 

will provide burgers and drinks, please bring some-

thing to share with the group. 

It appears we have 20 Miatas for the Fariborn pa-

rade, but all are welcome to join in the fun and of 

course a great backyard event at the Kirkpatrick’s 

after the parade.   

Also, see Fred and Jayna Hopple’s invite for another 

fine drive to Shawnee state park on Saturday, July 5th.  

Fred and Jayna put on great, enjoyable and fun 

drives, please RSVP to him directly. 

As always we are looking for other club members to 

sponsor drives, just let us know and we will help in 

any way we can. 

Have fun; see you at the picnic and happy top down 

motoring. 

Steve 

MVMC ANNUAL PICNIC 

Dominick Lofino Park in Beavercreek: Tuesday, July 22  

6-8:30 pm 
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Miami Valley Miata Club  2014 Officers 

President 

Steve Trego 

Vice President 

Fred Tuzzi 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Loughlin 

 

Membership Dorothy Tuzzi 

News Letter 
Bill Bateman 

 

Rally Master 

Paul Haller 

 

Web Master 

Elizabeth Klinc 

 

Past President  

Mike Wheeler 

Tech AdvisorsEd Kramer and Tim Howard 

  

                     OUR CLUB SPONSOR 

 

JULY 2014 

Denny Goodrich  7/2 

Jack Wilson    7/2 

Tom Stephenson  7/3 

Darryl Hobbs   7/4 

Sara Gruwell   7/5 

Berta Loyer    7/7 

Dianne Remmers  7/9 

Tom George    7/15 

Donna Bowman  7/17 

Linda Burkhardt  7/17 

Dianne Loughlin  7/17 

Yvonne Bobbert   7/18 

Cheryl Goldstein  7/21 

Walter Helman   7/25 

Fred Remmers   7/25 

Carole Stafford  7/26 

Janet Merrelli   7/28 
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MVMC ANNUAL PICNIC 
The annual picnic this year will be held at the Dominick Lofino Park in Beavercreek. This 

is a lovely facility with a great shelter, plenty of picnic tables and benches, and terrific 

playground (bring your children and grandchildren!) with lots of green grass around. 

Bring your lawn games. There are tennis courts. There are permanent restrooms there. 

Close-in parking lot. 

We’ll be the only ones there and will have plenty of room to spread out. 

 

Attn: We would like to have a corn-hole tournament but we need enough 

games. If you own one or can beg, borrow, or steal one, please 

bring them. There’s even enough room in the shelter if we need to 

be under cover. 

 

Note: If someone would like to provide a beverage dispenser full of lemonade or 

punch as their contribution, that would be nice to have. 

 

 If someone would be interested in fixing up a big condiment tray for the 

hamburgers – tomatoes, onions, lettuce, cheese, etc – that would be terri-

fic. 

   

Please contact the Vincents re either of these! 

Joanne and Jon Vincent, Picnic Chairs  937-855-3900 

Jvcrew2@gmail.com  

or Joanne, 937-620-3878 (cell) 

When:  Tuesday, July 22 (note: this is the 4th Tuesday of  the month) 

Time:  6-8:30 pm 

Where: Lofino Park – 640 Grange Hall Road 

    2 miles south of  Dayton-Xenia Rd, or 1.2 miles north of  Indian Ripple 

    http://goo.gl/zmofiu 

 

Provided: Hamburgers and all the fixings 

     Plastic and paper ware 

   

Bring:   Your own drinks (alcohol not permitted in Beavercreek parks) 

     A dish to share (don’t forget the serving utensils!) 

     Lawn games if  you wish, tennis racquets 

     Chairs or blankets, if  you want to sit outside the shelter 

     Bug spray 
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Shop Talk (It is not just about the cars) 
Ed Kramer and Tim Howard 

 

Over the past several months I have conducted my own personal comparison, testing different 

products used to dry your car after washing.  I started this project when I realized that my recently 

purchased traditional chamois was already worn out.  When contemplating that seemingly prema-

ture product failure, it struck me that the last few chamois that I had purchased had also underper-

former my expectations. With that in mind I decided to go to my most recent Griot’s Garage 

Catalog, a high quality supplier of  car care products, to see if  they carried a better quality chamois 

than could be purchased locally.  To my surprise, I found that they had only one traditional cham-

ois in their product line.  Their entire product line consisted of  various cloth and microfiber dry-

ing alternatives. In the past I had always just assumed that these non-chamois products were infe-

rior options. After seeing this array in Griot’s, I was moved to question that assumption. 

Since I needed a new chamois anyway I decided to go to the local Autozone and see what they 

had in terms of  micro fiber products.  They too had a wide array of  microfiber, but I was able to 

narrow my choices down to two products that I thought looked promising.  At that point I asked 

an attendant which one he recommended? He was no help.  Since the two alternatives were only 

about $8.00 each, I decided to buy them both and see which one worked the best (and thus started 

the comparison test).  

 In order to make sure that I gave microfiber a fair trial I also decided to buy what I thought was 

the best product from the array offered by Griot’s Garage. The three products were as follows: 

Simoniz – Micro Magic, The Ultimate Towel ($8.00) 

AutoZone – Microfiber Super Absorbent Drying Cloths ($8.00) 

Griots – Micro Fiber Drying Towel ($25.00) 

After using these products for several months I have reached a conclusion regarding which one I 

prefer.  

 

There is no question about the winner.  Griot’s Microfiber towel is definitely the superior product.  

It is about the size of  a bath towel, incredibly absorbent, and because of  its size cuts the time it 

takes to dry a Miata just about in half. When you are done you need only hang it up and let it dry.  

If  it gets a little dirty you can throw it in the washing machine and clean it up.  The only disadvan-

tage that I see over the traditional Chamois is that it does not do quite as good a job on windows 

(I am picky about water spots on windows).  Interestingly enough, if  I use the Griot’s towel on the 

windows, and then touch them up using the dry Simoniz Micro Magic towel purchased at Auto 

Zone, those pesky small water spots disappear.  

Thus far the durability of  both of  these products seems to be very good.  The real take away from 

this test is that although I have been an advocate of  real chamois for years, I no longer use one.  I 

have been converted to Microfiber (proof  that even very old dogs can learn new tricks).  I suggest 

that you try the Griot product the next time you have occasion to buy a new drying product for 

your Miata.    
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The Wright Roadster is the official newsletter of the Miami Valley Miata Club.  Subscriptions are available as part of membership in the club.  Archived issues, 

membership applications and additional club information may be found on the club website, www.miamivalleymiataclub.com, or contact the membership officer. 

For more information, contact the editor. 

Advertising– There is no charge for members to advertise Miata related items and services. 

Disclaimer: Any information contained herein is used strictly at the reader’s owner risk. The MVMC, its officers, and anybody else are not liable for any of the mate-

rial you read about and try to accomplish, which may void your warranty and/or damage your toy. Just because you read it does not mean it works. 

Visit our web site www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

2014 EVENTS 

July 4: Fairborn Parade.  
We need at least 25 cars for this to carry dignitaries, elected officials, TV and Radio personali-

ties. Many of you have done this for the past 2 years and enjoyed it immensely. And once 

again our member and Fairborn mayor, Dan Kirkpatrick and his wife Norma, will be hosting 

everyone at their home afterward for a tremendous barbecue. If you already know you are in-

terested, please RSVP with Fred Tuzzi:  fm2z@sbcglobal.net -   

2014 Mechanics Bank Vintage Grand Prix Mid Ohio 
 

On Sunday June 29th, ten hearty members of  the MVMC met at the Bob Evans in Xenia at the 

crack of  dawn (7:00 am or there abouts) for the Clubs annual trek to the Mid Ohio Racetrack in 

Lexington, Ohio.  Despite some confusion regarding the location of  the restaurant, this group of  

resourceful trekkers all managed to gather and have breakfast before the drivers meeting at 8:00.  

Although the threat of  thunderstorms had worried us all, the weather when we left was virtually 

perfect for the 107 mile top down trip through Ohio’s bucolic countryside.  Aside from being en-

joyable the trip was uneventful, and we arrived at the track on time and in time to register our 

Miata’s for the Concours D’Elegance (Car Show), and the parade lap that participants drove on 

the track.  The weather was warm with bright sunlight until about 3:30 in the afternoon when as 

predicted a heavy rain blew in and scattered the crowd.  Fortunately this did not happen until after 

we were able to peruse the car show, pits, and watch some spirited racing.  There were only a few 

scheduled races yet to be run, so most of  MVMC participants decided not to wait for the track to 

dry out.  Although there was another 10 or 15 minute shower on the way home shortly after we 

left the track, the remainder of  the trip home was in bright sunlight.  All in all it was a fun day.  

Those of  us that had been there before did comment that attendance of  both racers and audience 

appeared to be down from prior years, probably as a result of  the uncertainty about the weather. 

Tim Howard 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com
mailto:fm2z@sbcglobal.net
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The MVMC’s 3 cars (Gary & Jo Tarka, Chuck & 

Pat Valley, and yours truly as host), along with 

non-members (but will be members soon) Janet & 

Greg Schnittger each driving Miatas, and Judith & 

Larry Mattis from the North Coast Club (Cuyahoga 

Falls area) met at 11:00am at a Shell station on OH 

201 (Brandt Pike) at I-70 exit 38.  

We joined the Indy Club’s 9 cars (hosted by Tom 

Lewis) for a 2-day excursion to Marietta which the 

Indy Club has hosted for the past few years. I found 

out about this year’s sojourn when I was gathering 

points-of-contact for Miata clubs in and around 

Ohio in order for the MVMC to make contact with 

those Clubs = our board is hoping to foster more 

inter-club relations, activities, etc. But I digress.  

We joined the Indy group “ON THE FLY” – as 

prearranged with Tom, he called me when his 

group passed exit 29 on I-70, we waited about 8 

minutes and then entered onto I-70 letting them 

pass on by when they caught up to us – it kind of  

worked, but that’s another story.  

There was a 50-minute lunch break at I-270 exit 

110A (Brice Rd.) east of Columbus at an aban-

doned Meijer gas station in front of where a Meijer 

store used to be. We went our separate ways for 

food, regrouped at the station and continued on to 

Zanesville where we picked up OH 555 (the infa-

mous ‘Triple Nickel’). We drove this curvy and 

relatively dangerous road (many crests where one 

can’t see what awaits on the other side – abrupt 

turns or pedestrians or traffic or all of the above) all 

the way down to route 7 by the Ohio River.  

While on 555, a North Coast car right in front of 

me lost control on a left curve, spun counter-

clockwise and slowly slid backward over a slight 

ditch and up against the hill on the left side of the 

road. No damage to the couple or car – 4 of us 

pulled/pushed the car back onto the road. It was 

noticed, at a regrouping point a few miles later, that 

the spin-out car’s right exhaust pipe was jammed 

with about 8” of tightly packed dirt which the 

owner was able to dig out with a stick - there was 

also a bunch of mud and grass on and up under the 

rear cowl.  

Once we reached the southern end of 555 at OH 

route 7, the group turned west for a very short drive 

to the lovely Little Hocking, OH home of Jeff and 

Debbie Householder (members of the Ohio Valley 

Miata Club – Portsmouth, OH), where there were 

another 10-12 cars already there. The Householders 

have hosted a meet-n-greet for at least the past cou-

ple of years (what a wonderful house/pool/yard and 

graciousness).  

After a great dinner in their garage, and after donat-

ing the standard $5 per head for the Householder’s 

expenses, we all departed for the Marietta hotels. 

Thank goodness the food and tables were in the ga-

rage because a very strong storm cell moved 

through – lots of heavy wind/rain/thunder/lightning.  

Saturday morning started with an very overcast and 

very dubious sky with Tom Lewis telling us that, in 

addition to the standard Saturday OH routing, Jeff 

Householder had put together an alternative choice 

of a one-way 2 ½ hour WVA route. Tom also in-

formed us that weather radar forecasted the OH 

routes to be wet all day, but that it appeared the 

WVA routing had a decent chance of being drier. 

Therefore, the group decided to do the WVA route. 

Ha, so much for radar/forecasts – it turned out to be 

wet off and on.  

We were way late departing Saturday morning for 

various reasons, one of which was because one of 

our group was stranded for a little while in the hotel 

elevator - fire department to the rescue. We were 

originally scheduled to lunch in Weston WVA, but 

that went by the wayside due to the delays before 

and during the drive - portions of the caravan had to 

be rescued from going the wrong way on a couple 

of occasions, so we lunched at a nice little restau-

rant in Harrisville.  

MARIETTA OH, JUNE 20/22, 2014:  MARIETTA OH, JUNE 20/22, 2014:  
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I had previously decided a couple of weeks ago not to stay over Sat. night, so after driving a number of 

miles after lunch with the group, I decided to let my Garmin find a route that would guide me back to the 

Marietta area (2 other cars decided to do the same, so they followed me). I then headed for home (dry & 

top down all the way).  

All in all, even though if was wet at least 50% of the time, it was a nice trip, good company, good food, 

and, like I always say, any trip is good trip when you’re in your Miata. Nothing better. Round trip for me 

was 581 miles.  

 

Submitted by Paul Haller 

MARIETTA OH, JUNE 20/22, 2014:  

Shawnee State Park and Ohio River Spring Drive, 

Dine and Drive 
Post Drive Report  

 

 During the month of June we had two separate drives scheduled to Shawnee State Park 

and the Ohio River; one on Tuesday, June 3th and another on Saturday, June 7th. The earlier 

drive had to be moved from Wednesday, June 4th to Tuesday, June 3rd because of the rainy 

weather forecasted for Wednesday. The weather on Tuesday, June 3rd was partly cloudy, 

but turned out to be a beautiful day with no rain. We had 3 cars on the June 3rd drive. 

 

The Drive scheduled for Saturday, June 7thth turned out to be a beautiful day with no rain. 

We had 14 cars on the June 7th drive. 

 

In the middle of both drives we had a very nice meal at the Shawnee State Park Lodge res-

taurant, and near the end of the drives we had ice creme or shakes at the United Dairy 

Farmers in Blanchester, OH. 

 

We were happy with the weather, and turnout we had for both drives and are hoping to plan 

another drive, shorter in length, sometime in the second half of 2014. I hope all who joined 

us enjoyed their drive to Shawnee State Park and Ohio River. 

 

Thanks …    Fred and Jayna Hoppel 


