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The President’s Corner 

Welcome to 2020, a new decade and a whole new year of fun and excitement 

for the Miami Valley Miata Club. I first want to thank all of the 2019 MVMC 

Officers who worked really hard to make 2019 a fantastic year for our club. I 

especially want to thank Tony for his leadership as our club president. 

For those of you who don't know us very well, Norma (wife!!) and I bought our 

first Miata in the summer of 1997. It was a friend's black, 1993 Special Edition 

Miata with very low mileage. I won't go into detail about why I bought it (we'll save that story for a 

Miata Club meeting). We still have that Miata and continue to enjoy driving it - and yes, it has driven 

the Tail of the Dragon! In the Spring of 2017, we traded in another car (make to go unmentioned - an 

OTM!) and bought a new red 2017 Miata that we love driving. 

It is my goal to make 2020 another great year for all of our club members. For the past several months 

you have heard me talk about our MVMC Challenge Book. The goal of the Challenge Book is to 

increase participation in all of the MVMC activities. Each MVMC Member will earn points for every 

MVMC activity they participate in. At the MVMC Christmas Party in December 2020, we will be 

awarding prizes to the MVMC members who earned the most points in 2020. I promised you we would 

have the Challenge Book ready by the first Meet and Greet in January. We are however, going to 

wait on passing out the Challenge Book until the February 2020 Meet & Greet (El Meson Restaurant 

in West Carrollton on Feb 18) so that we can incorporate all the planned events for 2020 in the 

Challenge Book. The MVMC Officers (members are welcome too) will be meeting on Saturday, Jan 

25 at 9am at the Fairborn Senior Citizens Center, 325 N. 3rd Street in Fairborn to plan out the MVMC 

2020 drives, Meet & Greets, special activities and any other programs for the MVMC. If you would 

like to plan a drive (remember, you get extra points for the Challenge Book if you plan a drive!), please 

let any of the 2020 MVMC Officers know before Jan 25. If you have suggestions for any other MVMC 

activities during 2020, please let us know before Jan 25. All activities you participate in 2020 before 

the February Meet and Greet on Feb 18 will count towards points in your Challenge Book. This 

includes the Polar Bear Run on Saturday, Jan 4 and the Jan 21 Meet & Greet at Don Patron Mexican 

Restaurant in Fairborn.  

I thank you in advance for your support of all of our MVMC Officers. 2020 is going to be a wonderful 

and  fun year of doing something we all enjoy - driving our Miatas!!! 

A final note to begin the new year – when you plan to attend any MVMC club event, be it Meet 

& Greet, drive, party, or other, PLEASE SEND AN RSVP BY PHONE OR EMAIL TO THE EVENT 

HOST! This is so that the anticipated size of the group can be communicated to places such 

as restaurants where an accurate number is needed for accommodation and seating. Please 

comply! 

  



.Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2020 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

MVMC 2020 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for 
which at least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 

 

3Date Event Host(s) Venue 
Jan 4 Polar Bear Run Randy Mott Carriage Hill Metro Park 

Jan 21 Meet & Greet MVMC Officers Don Patron Mexican Grill, 
Beavercreek 

Jan 25 Annual Planning Meeting Chuck Valley Fairborn Senior Center 

Feb 15 Virtual Rally Dan & Norma Kirkpatrick Kirkpatrick Home, Fairborn 

Feb 18 Meet & Greet  MVMC Officers El Meson, West Carrollton 

Mar 17 Meet & Greet MVMC Officers TBA 

Be sure to RVSP for any event you plan to attend  

President 

Dan Kirkpatrick 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Patti Purdin 

Rally Master 

Chuck Valley 

Vice President 

Jim Brokaw 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

 



From the Rally Master 

2020 is here! You say you want more fun Drive & Dines? Well, we can handle 

that with your help. Driving season for our club generally starts in April and runs 

through November with exception of the Polar Bear Drive & Dine that will be 

January 4th this year. Details of that drive have been mailed out to Membership 

and we hope to see you there. 

As for the upcoming drives, you should be part of the event planning meeting 

being held at the Fairborn Seniors Center, 9a-11a Saturday January 25th. 

Free coffee and donuts are traditionally offered in exchange for your participation. Whether you have 

an idea for a drive or not, we welcome you to be part of this annual meeting that develops the 

upcoming driving season. We welcome any member who may be thinking about hosting a drive, and 

remember, if you’ve never hosted, yours truly will help you in all aspects in planning a drive. As Rally 

Master this is my job!  I’ll also give you a short (pardon the expression) crash course in hosting a 

drive.   

This year, for hosting a drive, there’s even greater incentive than receiving a $30 gas card. Our new 

president Dan Kirkpatrick will be providing us all the details how the new ‘Host a Drive’ incentive 

program works. 

Before the traditional driving season begins, we will have our Spring Shop Day in April to get your 

Miata ready for the road. So, come be part of the 2020 Event Planning Meeting!  

- Chuck Valley, Rally Master 

 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


From the Membership Desk 

by Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 

We had no new members join in December; they must be waiting for the warm weather — oh wait, 
it’s been in the upper 50s this past week! But some of our Miata babies are tucked away for the winter; 
our ‘91 is ready to go, however, and we’ll be driving her for the Polar Bear Run this year (January 
4th).   
 
Reminder that your dues for 2020 should be sent in now; our annual dues remain only 
$20.  Thirty-four have renewed so far, but don’t let your membership lapse and miss out on Meet & 
Greets and other events we have planned; yes, even in the middle of Winter! A link to the membership 
form is on our website.    
 
The Club celebrated the Christmas and Hanukkah season on December 7th and had a very special 
presentation this year: the Executive Board voted unanimously to award an Honorary membership to 
Drake Daum. Our By-laws state in part, “…This is to be reserved for only those individuals who have 
been of extraordinary value and service to the Club. . . .” Drake is one of the founding “fathers” of the 
Club. He took some years off, and decided to re-join in 2018, and we’re glad to have him and Cinda 
back! 
 
We’ll repeat, for one more time, the new members who joined in 2019. Next month, we’ll “empty” the 
table below in preparation for new 2020 members. Remember, our best recruiters for bringing new 
people into the club are YOU! When you find a Miata at Starbucks, Kohl’s, or in your church parking 
lot, pitch the club to the owner and invite them to join. We have business cards with all the pertinent 
club information which you can hand out – see me if you need a supply. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

January Birthdays 

01/03 Art Thibeault 
01/04 Jerry Cooper 
01/05 Jeff Monnier 
01/05 Ruth Ellenbogen 
01/06 Diane Bowman 
01/14 Kathleen Lach 
01/16 Susan Kogler 
01/17 Dianne Long 
01/18 Norma Kirkpatrick 
01/19 Jeanne Zlocki 
01/21 Steve Miller 
01/22 Larry Roberts 
01/26 Chuck White 
01/31 Debbie Burnside 

  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

New Members in 2019 

Reva & Rick Hartman 

Art & Nancy Thibeault 

Jim & Charlene Brokaw 

Karen Monaghan 

Tim & Carole Hart 

Jerry & Nancy Cooper 

Jeff Dixon & Cate Renner 

Wayne Rickey 

Larry Leese 

Karen Nagafuchi 

Gary & Denise Thrasher 

Dave & Rachel Johnson 

Heather Morgan 

Barry & Anissa Evans 

Paul & Karen Weglage 

 

The graphs on the following page display some fun statistics about attendance at Meet & Greets, 
our Membership numbers, and the mix of NAs, NBs, NCs and NDs in our club. 

 



  

 

 

 



2019 Miami Valley Miata Club Christmas Party 

 

 

Thanks, Chuck for once again siting the party 
at the really nice Fairborn Senior Center 

 

 

Chris and Donna are having a great time 

 

 

Randy and Lynda look especially festive 

 

 

No comment 

 



A Message from Drake Daum 
 

TO:  The Miami Valley Miata Club Officers, Board Members, and Membership 
  
RE:  Honorary Lifetime Membership Award, 7 December 2019 
  
Holy crap ... what a bolt out of the blue !!  I can't believe you guys did this !!  Thank you all VERY 
MUCH !! 
  
This is quite an unexpected honor …but I really don’t deserve this … the true heroes in the club are 
every one of you who kept the club going long after I passed the baton in 2003. 
  
Spearheading the club in the early years was basically easy because the car was so new that 
everyone was glassy-eyed and full of energy with blind enthusiasm.  All Cinda and I did was help 
channel all that pent-up energy ... the members did the work themselves. 
  
Cinda and I were like an orchestra leader, keeping things moving in the right direction.  The 
members who “played the instruments” made the music. 
  
The HARD PART was KEEPING the club going after the “new car shine” wore off ... to have an ad 
hoc "club" still in existence for over 25 years is absolutely phenomenal, and I did not carry any 
share of that burden … but YOU did !! 
  
In the early years, Mazda corporate and the Miata Club of America helped keep things moving 
along nationwide.  Now, it's local pockets of Miata faithful keeping the spirit alive with no 
overarching mentors.  Now it's much tougher to recruit, entertain, and keep a viable membership 
  
To have achieved this longevity for a volunteer car club is nothing short of miraculous ... and I 
applaud every MVMC member, past and present, for keeping the dream alive. 
  
Cinda and I may have "lit the candle", but everyone who came after us was responsible for keeping 
the flame hot.  And you all have done a spectacular job of it !!!! 
  
Thank you very much for this wonderful award.  I’m very humbled by your generosity and kind 
consideration !!! 
  
(The plaque, mug, and certificate look great in my Miata trophy case !!) 
  
Cheers, 

Drake 
----------------------------------------- 
Drake A. Daum 
Founder and Past President 
Miami Valley Miata Club (Est. Oct 1993) 

 

  



Polar Bear Run 
Saturday January 4, 2020, 10:30AM 

Carriage Hill Metro Park 
Visitor’s Center 
7800 Shull Road 

Huber Heights, OH 45424 

 
Join us at 10:30AM at the Carriage Hill Metro Park, weather permitting. 

Driver’s meeting at 10:45, run starts at 11:00, top down optional. 

Trip ends approximately 45 minutes later at Hickory River Smokehouse. 

Hickory River is known for its pulled pork and beef brisket. 

 
Hickory River Smokehouse 
135 S. Garber Road 
Tipp City, OH 45371 
Hickoryriver.com 
 

 

RSVP ASAP to Randy Mott 937-545-8772 

 

  

 



Miami Valley Miata Club 

25th Anniversary Plaques 

Available in silver, gold, or white tone from member Bob Luken at a cost of $10.00 each 

 

  

  

 

Plate size is 5 inches by 7 inches, and the 

overall base size if 6 inches by 8 inches. 

Bob also can print a 24” x 36” poster of the 25th 

cake logo printed on glossy photo paper. Cost 

is $15.00. 

Contact Bob Luken at rpluken@earthlink.net 

Miami Valley Miata Club Magnets! 

MVMC car magnets are available for $5  
each.  We recommend a pair so both sides  

of your Miata/MX-5 can publicize our  

great club during Drive & Dines!  

 

See Dave Berry for yours! 
  



News from Sinclair Community College 
 

It was an idea of mine to ask SCC Automotive Technology Department Staff to highlight a student 
who benefitted from the MVMC’s donation. In my mind, it’s always better to put a face and include 
the story of the recipient, something I recommend we do from now on. Last year’s club donation was 
$225 and this year it was $275. A check was presented to the Sinclair Community College Foundation 
on December 19th and will help another fortunate, deserving student in the Automotive Technology 
program. 

- Chuck Valley 

 

From: Morgan, Justin 
Date: December 20, 2019 at 11:04:22 AM EST 
To: Chuck Valley  
Subject: Hanna Weaver  

Chuck, 

Last Spring Hanna Weaver was the recipient of the Miami Valley Miata Club scholarship to help 
cover some textbook and tuition costs for her final semester. 

Hanna graduated in May of 2019 with Associates of Applied Sciences in automotive 
technology.  She went through our Comprehensive Automotive Service Technology tract where she 
interned at McGraw-Kokosing Construction servicing fleet vehicles for half days while attending 
classes the other half-day.  She earned a 3.742 cumulative GPA while working 30 hours a week at 
her intern site, exceling both in and out of the classroom.  After graduating in May, Hanna continued 
her education at Ohio University to finish her Bachelors of Science in Applied 
Management.  Additionally, she was hired part-
time at Sinclair in April of 2019 as a lab technician 
to support student learning in the automotive lab 
and is in the process of being hired to be a full-
time lab technician at Sinclair.  She is A1-A8 ASE 
Master certified.  I could not think of a more 
deserving student to receive this scholarship to 
help complete her degree.  

Below is a picture of her before the graduation 

ceremony at Sinclair.   

 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

by Tim Howard 

This month, I had a question regarding which battery was best for a Miata … a 

glass mat battery or a traditional lead acid battery? This question originates at 

least partially from the fact that the original Miatas, the NA’s and NB’s (1990 thru 

2005), all of which had the battery mounted in the trunk, came from the factory 

with glass mat batteries. That has contributed to the belief that traditional lead 

acid batteries are not appropriate for and, in fact, not safe for use in early Miata’s; 

and by extension, Miatas in total. The most common explanation that I have 

heard for this belief is that a by-product of the lead acid battery process is hydrogen gas, and thus, if 

a battery is located in an enclosed area such as a truck, there is an enhanced opportunity for spark-

induced explosion. The fact is that all early Miatas came with a battery venting system which, if 

properly installed, compensates for this risk. Most experts agree that there were two reasons that 

Mazda engineers put the original Miata batteries in the trunk: 

1. The first and most important reason, was better weight distribution. 

2. The second was a cooler, more stable operating environment (heat diminishes the service life 

of both glass mat and traditional lead acid batteries). 

The primary disadvantage of placing a battery in the trunk is the mess that can occur in the rare 

instance that a battery either explodes or leaks. This is, in fact, the reason that Mazda originally 

equipped Miatas with Glass Mat batteries (Absorbed Glass Mat) versus traditional lead acid (Wet Cell 

or Flooded Technology). Mazda chose to use Absorbed Glass Mat Batteries as original equipment 

due to their reduced chance for leakage. All that said, during the early years of Miata sales in the 

USA, there were no domestic manufacturers making AGM batteries for Miatas. As a result, if a Miata 

owner purchased a replacement battery from Miata, they received a traditional lead acid battery 

(flooded technology), not an AGM.  

At this point, I believe we have established that either technology will function satisfactorily in a Miata, 

but what are the advantages and disadvantages of each? Early on in the development of the AGM 

batteries, one of their significant advantages was less maintenance. As “sealed” traditional wet 

batteries have come into common use, that advantage has largely disappeared. One of the 

disadvantages of AGM’s particularly in the early days of their introduction to the market was that they 

were significantly more expensive than traditional wet batteries. Although there is still some price 

premium required if you purchase an AGM, that has also largely disappeared as they have become 

more common and sales volume has grown. Given all the above, what are the advantages and 

disadvantages of the two battery designs? After reading several articles on this subject I have 

compiled the following list of pros and cons of an AGM battery versus a traditional wet battery. 

AGM Advantages: 

• Spill proof as a result of the acid encapsulation in matting technology 

• Higher specific power under load due to lower internal resistance 

• Accepts a charge up to 5 times faster than wet batteries  

• More vibration resistance than wet technology (racing/construction equipment) 

• Better cycle life (mail trucks that stop and restart repeatedly) 

• Design uses less electrolyte and lead than a wet battery  

• Retains its charge well in very cold weather 

• Less prone to sulfation during extended periods without recharging 



  

AGM Disadvantages: 

• Higher manufacturing cost than traditional wet batteries  

• Sensitive to overcharging (important if your Miata is on a charger for winter storage) 

• Charge capacity gradually declines over time 

• Must be stored in a charged condition 

• Susceptible to damage from traditional battery jumping (instantaneous infusion of high  

voltage/amperage). 

My conclusion is that if you are an average driver, you don’t live in Alaska where it is very cold, and 

you have been generally satisfied with the performance of your traditional sealed wet lead acid 

battery, there are few reasons to change to an AGM, particularly if you must pay a significant premium 

to do so. If you are keenly aware of environmental issues, there may be some reasons to consider 

an AGM, even if you must pay a premium; but I don’t even see that as a no-brainer. It appears to me 

that the primary reasons to change to an AGM would be if your usage demands a product where 

AGM’s excel (heavy vibration environments, frequent recharge from significant discharge condition, 

frequent repeated high drain usage like restarts).  

If you feel that an AGM is correct for you, my research says that, although there are several brands 

available, there is only one manufacturer of AGM’s for Miatas in the US. Therefore, if all the products 

are the same, things like price, service availability, and warranty become very important factors in the 

purchase decision.  

  

Miami Valley Miata Club 

Anniversary Logo Shirt or Cap 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take your shirt or cap to Boomerang Embroidery 

(3008 Birdwood Road, Kettering). They will 

embroider the Miata Club Anniversary logo for 

$11.00. 

Add a name to the right side of the shirt for $4.00 

(block or script lettering) (plus tax). 

Provide your own cap, or order one 

from Lori’s website 

Boomerang's catalog: https://www.companycasuals.com/miata 

 


