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President’s Corner 

by Tony Zlocki 

Hope everyone survived the artic temps in Ohio. Jeanne and I were lucky to be on a beach in Florida 

with old and dear friends.  

We are happy to announce that the planning meeting had a good turnout. Events like the Plain Folk 

restaurant, Dragons baseball game, and the Poker Run are still part of our annual schedule. Some 

new trips will include the Studebaker Museum in South Bend, Indiana (probably an overnighter}, Ohio 

President’s Tour, Rock Garden tour, and a trip to the Neil Armstrong Museum in Wapakoneta. The 

upcoming year will be interesting. 

This Saturday will be the Virtual Rally hosted by Dan Kirkpatrick and presented by Dave Berry. We 

need to have anyone attending to R.S.V.P. to Dave so we can get the menu on track. A side dish will 

be greatly appreciated. 

Our next Meet and Greet will be at the China Cottage in Centerville on Feb.19th. Due to their staffing 
requirements, we need to know how many people will be attending. More information will be available 
in an upcoming Vertical Response notice, so watch for it!  

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 



 

Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2019 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

MVMC 2019 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for 
which at least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
3Date Event Host(s) Venue 

Feb 9 2019 Virtual Rally Dan and Norma Kirkpatrick, 
Dave Berry 

Kirkpatrick home, Fairborn, OH 

Feb 19 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki China Cottage, Centerville, OH 

Mar 19 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

Apr 6 Neil Armstrong Museum Tony & Jeanne Zlocki Wapakoneta, OH 

Apr 13 Shop Day Randy Mott & Christy 
Haines 

Mott Farm, Casstown, OH 

Apr 16 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

Apr 19-21 Marietta Drive Mike Wheeler Marietta, OH 

Apr 27 Tail of the Lizard Drive & Dine Pat & Bonnie Sturgeon Aberdeen, OH 
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From the Membership Desk 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 
 

Even though we are in the middle of a Polar Vortex with some of the coldest weather we ever get, 

our members are already looking forward to those warmer days so we can get our babies out and 

enjoy some great drives! We are doing well with renewals; so far, 58 members of last year’s 84 

memberships have renewed. Remember to get your renewal in soon; don’t miss out on notices 

of Meet-&-Greets and upcoming events. The password to the Members-Only side of the website 

will change soon; stand by for the updated Log-in info via email.   

I thought this would be a good time to reflect on how many members we have had over the years. 

Thanks to Roger Gordon, who scanned all those old newsletters, I was able to glean some interesting 

factoids, so here ya go. I wasn’t able to determine numbers for all years, but I think the chart above 

is pretty interesting. Our highest memberships seem to have coincided with Miata’s major change 

from NA to NB in 1999, and once again from the NB to NC in 2006. I don’t know if this is a coincidence 

or not, but here are the statistics. 

 

 

 

Here is a breakdown of NAs, NBs, NCs and 

NDs (and OTMs) owned by Club members 

for 2016 and 2018 (data not available for 

2017). 

  

 

 

23
21

33

4
2

25
22

37

7

1

NA
'90 - '97

NB
'99 - '05

NC
'06 - '15

ND
'16 - '19

OTM

MVMC Cars by Model

2016 2018

12

57

70 72

116

101

83 80 83 84

1993 1994 1995 1996 1999 2006 2015 2016 2017 2018

MVMC Memberships



Other interesting numbers to note are attendance at our Meet & Greets. We were pretty consistent 

throughout 2018 and averaged 43 people for our M&Gs. I guess we really are a group of people that 

love to drive and eat! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, back to our regular posting for the month. Here are the birthdays for February. We also have 

two new members that have joined because they know someone in the Club: welcome to Barry and 

Anissa Evans, and Paul and Karen Weglage.  Remember to pick up some business cards from me 

so you can hand one out when you see a Miata at Kroger! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Please renew your membership for 2019. Please send a completed membership form and a 
check for $20 to: Pat Valley, 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, Xenia, OH 45385.  
 
Membership form: 
http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_12_2018.pdf 

February Birthdays 

02/03 Carol Bowling 
02/09 Bonnie Hebert 
02/09 Bonnie Sturgeon 
02/10 Don Bereda 
02/10 Ed Kramer 
02/10 Gerry Coen 
02/13 Fred Hoppel 
02/21 Marlean Ohlwiler 
02/21 Peggy Berry 
02/24 Bill Hagedon 
02/27 Karen Walker 

  

  

  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

New Members for 2019 

Barry & Anissa Evans 

Paul & Karen Weglage. 
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From your Rally Master  

by Chuck Valley 

I’ve been reflecting on my childhood lately and think a part of me never really grew 

up (and I’m glad I didn’t).  That’s the part of me that loves cars, and I can still call 

the year correctly of every Chevy and Ford from 1953 until the time cars seemed to 

start all looking about the same in the 70s.   

My first car was a 1962 Chevy Impala. It had a small block 

283 V-8 with a 2-speed “Powerglide” transmission. It was 

a big car by today’s standards. Mom sewed new seat 

covers to match the red interior and they fit great! My older 

brother let me install his old JC Whitney “cow caller” horn 

and it really did get the attention of the cows. One Summer 

evening around 6:00 (this was 1972), out behind Young’s Jersey Dairy, the farmer 

was herding the cows in, and just as the last four or five were moving from the field 

into the barn, I pulled the lever on my cow caller and the cows stopped and turned 

toward my white Chevy. They 

must have thought it was a 

handsome bull, and they 

started walking over to the 

fence. The farmer started 

yelling! I realized it was time 

to get out of there! This was 

one experience at Young’s 

when there wasn’t a plan to 

get ice cream. 

After I sold the Impala, I bought a 1966 VW Beetle. It was 1973 and the “OPEC 

gas crisis” hit, gas prices soared to 50 cents a gallon and I was motivated to 

buy a more gas mileage friendly car. I became very familiar with the VW 

Beetle. I knew a lot of details about the minute styling changes on the never-

ending frumpy body, going from the tubed bumper configuration (seen on my 

’66) to the later more traditional squarish bumper, and various engine 

displacements that evolved through the years. The Bug’s design evolution was 

slow and subtle, changing from small round taillights in the early 60s to the 

medium sized elliptical ones in the mid to late 60s to the large ‘lolly pop’ ones in the mid-1970s. The first 

year the VW “Bug” had a slanted wing window was 1965.  “Dual Port Heads” came in the 1970 model. My 

’66 Bug had a 1300cc engine producing a whopping 50 horsepower. I went on to purchase a brand new 

1974 Super Beetle and drove that car many years while gas prices continued to rise. Funny thing though, 

those small VW Bugs I owned never could give much more than 25 miles per gallon. That’s lame by today’s 

high gas mileage cars! 

 

 

 

 



But enough about my first two cars. There were many that followed with stories to tell while having fun 

driving them. I’m hoping this article will inspire you to write about your first ride.  It probably wasn’t a 

Miata!  

Regarding the MVMC Event Planning Meeting for 2019, I was pleased with such a nice turnout of 

club members, club officers, and former club officers. The turnout reflects that the passion for making 

the Miami Valley Miata Club successful doesn’t die once you leave office. The passion is very much 

alive and well!   

While we all partook in munching donuts and “Tim Bits”, sipping coffee, and injecting some ideas and 

suggestions, after two hours we had a nice event schedule of Drives and Non-Drive Events. Some 

drives will be familiar to you and some new drives and non-drive events are offered for 2019. We 

appreciate those members who attended, and especially appreciate those members who offered to 

host a drive.  Remember, even though you could not make the Event Planning Meeting, we will still 

consider your ideas for a drive and find a place to put it in the schedule. 

Thanks, 

Chuck Valley 

MVMC Rally Master 

 

  

 

The 2019 MVMC Planning Meeting took place at the Fairborn Senior Center 

 



2019 MVMC Proposed Drive and Non-Drive Events 
NOTE: Much of information below is tentative 

Date   Drive/Event      Host(s) 

Feb 9   Virtual Rally      Kirkpatrick/Berry 

Mar 

Apr 6  Neil Armstrong Museum    Zlockis 

Apr 13  Shop Day, Mott Farm    Randy Mott/Christy Haines 

Apr 19-21  Marietta Drive     Wheeler 

Apr 27  Tail of the Lizard     Sturgeons 

May 11  Poker Run      Valleys 

May 18  Plain Folk      Berrys 

May   Dayton Dragons     Berrys 

June 9  Cincinnati Concourse    Howard 

June 15/16  Ohio Presidents Tour    Valleys 

June 22  Studebaker Tour     Zlockis 

June 22  Cobra Show      Howard 

July 4   Parade (Fairborn)     Kirkpatrick 

July 4   Parade (Beavercreek)    Kirkpatrick 

July   Dublin Car Show     Howard 

July 20  Red Brick Inn     Zlockis 

July 28  BB Riverboats     Gordon 

Aug 1-4  MATG       Wheeler 

Aug 10  British Car Show     Howard 

Aug 24  Hocking Hills      Hoppels 

Aug 31  Tour de Gem      Kirkpatrick 

Sep 6/7  Kentucky Bourbon Trail Part III   Valleys  

Sep 14  Madison IN      Zlockis 

Sep 14  Cars & Coffee, Austin Landing   Howard 

Sep 21  Rock Garden Tour     Ellenbogen 

Sep 22  Fairborn Car Show     Kirkpatrick 

Oct 5   Shop Day, Mott Farm    Motts 

Oct 12  Valley Vineyards/Stonehouse Tavern  Allens 

Oct 19  Weenie Roast, Mott Farm    Motts 

Oct 24-27  Smokies Fall Foliage    Valleys 

Nov 1   LaComedia, Musical “Disaster”, Spoof on 70’s Valleys 

Nov 7-10  Skyline Drive      Gordons 

Dec 31  Polar Bear Run     Zlockis 

 

 

  



MVMC Treasurer Report for 2018 & Budget for 2019 

by Fred Hoppel 

 
    2018   

  2018 2018 Net 2019 

Particulars Budget Actual Change Budget 

       

Revenue – Operating Income      

Member Funds – Membership Dues $1,600.00 $1,635.00 $35.00 $1,680.00 

Member Funds – Car Magnets $10.00 $100.00 $90.00 $100.00 

Member Funds – Dayton Dragons $200.00 $200.00 $0.00 $200.00 

Member Funds - 25th Anniversary $0.00 $1,005.00 $1,005.00 $0.00 

Member Funds – Donated  (Daum & Hoppel) $0.00 $100.00 $100.00 $0.00 

Jeff Schmitt – Sponsorship Funds $1,200.00 $900.00 -$300.00 $1,500.00 

       

Total Revenue – Operating Income $3,010.00 $3,940.00 $930.00 $3,480.00 

       

Expenditures by Officer      

Presidents Discretionary Funds $400.00 $321.47 $78.53 $200.00 

Secretary/Treasurer $50.00 $0.00 $50.00 $50.00 

Rally Master $750.00 $908.08 -$158.08 $600.00 

Newsletter Editor $50.00 $0.00 $50.00 $50.00 

Membership Director $50.00 $89.96 -$39.96 $50.00 

Tech Director(s) $50.00 $0.00 $50.00 $50.00 

Web Master $300.00 $15.17 $284.83 $50.00 

Sub-Total Expenditures by Officer $1,650.00 $1,334.68 $315.32 $1,050.00 

       

Expenditures by Activity      

Event – Planning Meeting $50.00 $40.16 $9.84 $50.00 

Event – Virtual Rally $100.00 $138.34 -$38.34 $140.00 

Event – Euchre Party $50.00 $0.00 $50.00 $0.00 

Event – Wienie Roast & Bon Fire $225.00 $139.22 $85.78 $140.00 

Event – Dragons Game $200.00 $206.00 -$6.00 $200.00 

Event – September Picnic $225.00 $0.00 $225.00 $225.00 

Event - 25th Anniversary $0.00 $1,584.77 -$1,584.77 $0.00 

Event - Jeff Schmitt Meet & Greet $325.00 $415.56 -$90.56 $325.00 

Event – Christmas Party in December $500.00 $762.72 -$262.72 $600.00 

Insurance $400.00 $373.00 $27.00 $400.00 

Donation – Humane Society (Jeff Schmitt) $0.00 $200.00 -$200.00 $0.00 

Sub-Total Expenditures by Activity $2,075.00 $3,859.77 -$1,784.77 $2,080.00 

Total Expenditures $3,725.00 $5,194.45 -$1,469.45 $3,130.00 

Net Income or Loss -$715.00 -$1,254.45 -$539.45 $350.00 

       

Beginning Cash in Bank, 12/31/2017 $2,133.41     

Less: Ending Cash in Bank, 12/31/2018 $878.96     

Reduction of Cash in Bank for 2018  $1,254.45    

Beginning Cash in Bank, 12/31/2018   $878.96   

Less:  Estimated Cash in Bank, 12/31/2019   $1,228.96   

Increase of Cash in Bank for 2019    $350.00 

 



MVMC Report for Sinclair Foundation Funds 

by Fred Hoppel 

 

25th Anniversary Plaques 

Available in silver, gold, or white tone from member Bob Luken at a cost of $10.00 each 

 

  

 

  

 

Plate size is 5 inches by 7 inches, and the 

overall base size if 6 inches by 8 inches. 

Bob also can print a 24” x 36” poster of the 25th 

cake logo printed on glossy photo paper. Cost 

is $15.00. 

Contact Bob Luken at rpluken@earthlink.net 

    2018   

  2018 2018 Net 2019 

Particulars Budget Actual Change Budget 

       

Revenue - Non-Operating Pass Through     
Funds Received for Sinclair 
Foundation N/A $225.00 $225.00 N/A 

       

Expense – Non-Operating Pass Through     

Funds Paid to Sinclair Foundation N/A -$225.00 -$225.00 N/A 

       

Balance Forward to 2019  $0.00 $0.00   

 



Miami Valley Miata Club 

Anniversary Logo 
Shirt or Cap 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Take your shirt or cap to Boomerang 

Embroidery (3008 Birdwood Road, Kettering). 

They will embroider the Miata Club 

Anniversary logo for $11.00. 

Add a name to the right side of the shirt for 

$4.00 (block or script lettering)  

(plus tax). 

Provide your own cap, or order 

one from Lori’s website 

Boomerang's catalog: https://www.companycasuals.com/miata 

 

Miami Valley Miata Club Magnets! 

  

MVMC car magnets are available for $5  

each.  We recommend a pair so both sides  

of your Miata/MX-5 can publicize our  

great club during Drive & Dines!  
 

 



 

 

  



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Tim Howard 

It is all Fred Hoppel’s fault. I guess I could also assign part of the blame to the 

cold weather and winter doldrums, but Fred has to take a significant portion of 

the blame for my downfall. After all, it was just sixty days ago that he sent me 

the article that I used as a basis for the December Shop Talk regarding why the 

once maligned and misunderstood NC model Miatas were really an outstanding 

value in today’s market. The article enumerated the many virtues of the NC’s 

and, in the process of summarizing this data for Shop Talk, I sucked myself right 

down the rabbit hole!  Armed with that information, a lack of automotive projects, and a weak 

character, I got on the computer and started looking at the hundreds of early NC model Miatas that 

were for sale.  You can imagine what happened next. I found the perfect low-mileage 2006 Miata, 

with a little body damage and other mostly cosmetic short comings that I could fix, all at a very enticing 

price. The rest is history. On Monday after the big January snow storm, I was driving it home.   

Since then I have been burning a lot of fuel heating the garage….first cleaning the car, assessing the 

things that need to be repaired, and preparing a project plan.  Because I love a good automotive 

project, I then started with a few quick and easily fixed deficiencies (non-working brake light, license 

plate brackets, polishing the headlights), and then moved directly to the most glaring deficiency on 

the car, the body damage. 

In this picture taken five 

minutes after we arrived 

home with the new project, 

you can see the extent of 

the body damage on the 

rear passenger side quarter 

panel. I didn’t ask the 

former owner how it 

happened, but we 

speculate that he hit a short 

post, or maybe a short 

cement wall. 

The first step in the repair 

process was to get the 

underlying damaged metal 

manipulated back into a 

shape and form that 

resembled the shape of the fender before the damage. The idea is to minimize the amount of body 

filler needed to recreate the pre-damaged form. That required several hours of work and a whole raft 

of hammers, dollies and clamps, as well hydraulic pushing and pneumatic sanding equipment. After 

all that massaging, the fender looked as documented in the next photograph. 

 

 

 

 

 



After numerous hours of filling with body putty 

and sanding, the repaired area, which is almost 

ready for primer, looks as pictured below. The 

fender remains unprimed because the frigid 

weather arrived, and it was just too cold to 

economically heat the garage for the final 

touchups and paint in time for this article. 

I am feeling pretty good at this point, that when 

completed, this car (which the last owner was 

preparing to be a dual-purpose daily driver/autocross 

vehicle) will actually turn out to be just that. I believe 

I can make it look good as a daily driver, and the 

adjustable coil over shocks, sway bars, cold-air 

intake, and electronic tuning kit added by the 

previous owner, with some tweaking, will make it a viable autocross performer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
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http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/

