
 
February 2018   Volume 30, Issue 2 

The President’s Corner 
by Chuck Valley 

 

The Miami Valley Miata Club 2018 Event Planning Meeting was short and sweet and yet 

very productive! Short because the meeting lasted only one hour and forty-five minutes. 

Sweet because of the tasty variety of filled and glazed donuts provided by the club, and 

productive because the eleven members present offered many new ideas for drives in 2018! Participating 

were Mike Allen, Tim Howard, Randy Mott, Pat Valley, Fred Hoppel, Dave and Peggy Berry, Tony and 

Jeanne Zlocki, and Chris Vollmer. Special thanks to Fred Hoppel for providing the venue. 

The white board comes in handy to lay in events, dates, and hosts. 

The events I am listing will soon appear in the MVMC Website. Note that events and dates are tentative 

until we get closer to them. There are lots of open weekends or even a week night if you come up with an 

idea to host a short drive or meet up at a favorite restaurant. But, this will give you a good idea of what we 

have on the calendar this year: 

Virtual Rally    (Kirkpatrick/Berry)  10 Feb   Kirkpatrick’s house 
Meet & Greet    Valley (Berry/Howard)  20 Feb   Fox & Hound   
British Transportation Museum  (Luken)   24 Feb   Old Scratch Pizza   
Annie Oakley & War Museum  (Valleys)   10 Mar   Maidrite, Greenville 
Gears, Games, and Grub           (Vincent)    17 Mar  Venue TBD 
Meet & Greet     (Valley)   20 Mar  Archer’s Kettering 
Historical House Drive   (Zlockis)   14/15 Apr 
Meet & Greet    (Valley)   17 Apr 
Weenie Roast/Charleston Falls  (Motts)    21 Apr (plus a Miata car show) 
Holmes County    (Hoppels/Sturgeons)  27-29 Apr or 4-6 May 
Bicycle Museum of America  (Gordons)   12 May 
B-17 Fly-in & Lunch Drive  (Host TBD)   14 May in Urbana 
Meet & Greet    (Valley)   15 May 
Memphis Belle at USAF Mus.  (Open)    17 May 
Mecum Auto Auction    (Valleys)   18/19 May in Indianapolis 
Indian Mound Drive   (Gordons)   26 May 
Dayton Dragons    (Berrys)   29th, 30th, or 31st May 
LaComedia (Little Shop of …   (Valleys)   1 June 
Concourse    (Howard)   10 June 
Bourbon Trail Part 2   (Valleys)   15/16 June 
Meet & Greet    (Valley)   19 June 
Cobra Show    (Howard)   23 June 
Poolside Cookout   (Haynes)   30 June  
Miata Parade/Cookout   (Kirkpatricks)   4 July 
Plain Folk Restaurant/Drive  (Berrys)   14 July 
Meet & Greet    (Valley)   17 July 
Cars & Coffee    (Howard)   21 or 28 July, Austin Landing 



British Car Show   (Howard)   4 Aug 
Auburn/Cord/Duesenberg Mus.  (Zlockis)   18 Aug 
Meet & Greet    (Valley)   21 Aug 
Hocking Hills    (Hoppels)   25 Aug, optional full moon drive 25/26th 
Poker Run Drive & Dine   (Valleys)   8 Sep 
MVMC Picnic (Nominate)  (Valleys/Committee)  11 Sep 
Back of the Dragon   (Gordons)   15/16 Sep, WVA 
Dayton Annual Concourse  (Howard)   16 Sep 
Chautauqua Festival/Drive  (Zlockis)   22 Sep 
LaComedia “Clue”   (Valleys)   28 Sep 
Tail of the Lizard   (Sturgeons)   29 Sep 
Skyline Drive    (Gordons)   7-9 Oct 
Champagne County Drive  (Seays)   13 Oct 
2018 SCCA Autumn Classic  (Howard)   13 Oct 
MVMC Annual Pizza Party  (Exec Committee)  16 Oct 
Tail of the Dragon   (Valleys)   24-27/28 Oct (Biltmore Estate option) 
Ohio Presidents Tour Part 1  (Valleys)   10 Nov 
Meet & Greet (Vote)   (Valley)   20 Nov 
MVMC Christmas Party   (Exec Committee)  14 Dec, Fairborn Seniors Center 

 
Due to my 2008 Honda Civic experiencing a faulty fuel pump relay, the normally very reliable daily driver 

has become unreliable of late. Of course, it would act up during the time I relied on it the most, snowy 

weather where front wheel drive is very appreciated. So, until I get to fixin’ the Honda, my 2010 MX-5 that 

has been in hibernation (on battery tender and covered) for the past two months, will be my main ride. I 

have all weather tires so no concern for lack of traction, but I’m hopin’ it doesn’t snow much more than a 

few inches. If you’ve ever driven your Miata in snow without snow tires, road not yet salted or plowed, that’s 

when everything can go from bad to ’uh-oh’ in a hurry! But the redeeming quality of driving my Miata home 

on the coldest of afternoons, especially on Friday, reminds me of how fun it is to drive a Miata any time of 

year! 

In 2018, please try a little harder to be more active in your Miami Valley Miata Club. Make this a year you 

attend more Meet & Greets, participate in more Drive & Dines or non-drive fun social events to get to know 

one another a little better. As I remind myself often, a club is what YOU make it!  

 

  

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 

 

 



MVMC 2018 Calendar of Events 

 
 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for which at 
least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
Date Event Host(s) Venue 

Feb 10 
 

Virtual Rally Dave Berry, Dan & Norma 
Kirkpatrick 

Kirkpatrick home, Fairborn, OH 

Feb 20 Meet & Greet Tim Howard, Dave Berry Fox & Hound, Beavercreek 

Feb 24 British Transportation Museum Bob Luken Museum, 321 Hopeland St, 
Dayton, OH 45417 

Mar 10 Annie Oakley & War Museum Valleys Greenville, OH 

Mar 20 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley Archer’s, Kettering 

Apr 14-15 Historic House Drive Zlocki’s TBA 

Apr 17 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley TBA 

Apr 21 Charleston Falls, Weenie 
Roast, Car Show 

Randy & Lynda Mott Mott Farm, Casstown, OH 

Apr 22 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia, OH 

Apr 27-29 
or May 4-6 

Holmes County Drive Fred Hoppel, Pat and 
Bonnie Sturgeon 

Holmes County, OH 

  

 

 

Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2018 

 

  

  

  

 

 

President 

Chuck Valley 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fred Hoppel 

Rally Master 

Roger Gordon 

Vice President 

Tony Zlocki 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster 

Dave Berry 



Membership Update 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 

At the end of 2017, the Club had 83 members. So far for 2018, 57 members have renewed. We have 
several snowbirds who will renew when the weather warms up and they return home. For others, get your 
renewal in! Our login and password have changed for the Members-only side of the website; and, don’t 
miss out on Meet & Greet invites, Drives, Events, and Notices that are sent exclusively to members. 
  
If you have missed the emails or forgot where to send your renewal, here is the form.  Please mail it with 
your $20 renewal fee to: Pat Valley, 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, Xenia, OH 45385.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

February Birthdays 

2/03 Carol Bowling 
2/09 Bonnie Hebert 
2/09 Bonnie Sturgeon 
2/10 Ed Kramer 
2/13 Fred Hoppel 
2/21 Peggy Berry 
2/24 Bill Hagedon 
2/27 Karen Walker 
  
  

  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

New Members for 2018 

None yet, but we are hoping for 

many new friends! 

 

 

 

Links of interest: 
 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


Annual Joyce Hill Memorial Polar Bear Run 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

  

Many thanks to Jon Vincent for the dramatic on-the-road photographs. 

For more Polar Bear Run photos, go to Google Drive at: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1chG_B_TRsdqeHn2lSHIC62A_a_30Niwd 

 

Treasurer’s Report for the Miami Valley Miata Club for the year 2017 

In accordance with MVMC By-laws, the Treasurer’s report of the club’s finances for the past 

year has been presented and may be viewed at the following link: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=109hFV4-tIOZxLJe9hacLUM9TUpIvDZf- 

 



Annual Miata Valley Miata Club Planning Meeting 

 

 

For Sale: 

Rims, fit 1990 – 2005 …$150 all 4…Please help me sell these. Thank You! – Patti Purdin 

 

 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Tim Howard 

It has been unusually cold since Christmas and as a result, very little shop work has 

been completed. In fact, I have spent most of my time indoors doing paperwork and 

getting organized for the coming year so that when it does get warm, I won’t need to 

spend much time doing things I dislike, such as income tax. Given all that, I thought 

that some of our members who are performance enthusiasts might be interested in a 

project that was completed late in 2017 while the temperature was still tolerable. In 

November, I talked Ed Kramer and Ed Walker into helping me install a set of 4-piston 

Wilwood brakes on the Green Monster. About 30 years ago when I built my first kit car, it became obvious 

to me that, if you put a big engine in a car to make it go fast, it is also prudent to consider some 

improvements that will improve its stopping power. Over the years I have installed bigger rotors, better 

brake pads, braided steel reinforced brake lines, and a few other tricks all of which helped, but I have never 

stepped up to a true performance brake system. The Green Monster seemed to me to be the right vehicle 

on which to try such a system.   

I purchased my brake package from Moss Motors 

because it was a complete package of Wilwood parts.  As 

I performed my due diligence, I learned that some of the 

Wilwood brake packages offered by other providers at 

virtually the same price were only Wilwood calipers, with 

rotors and hoses, etc., from other OEM suppliers that 

might not offer the same high level of performance and 

quality. I think it pays to read the advertising copy closely.   

The Miata conversion package offered by Wilwood is 

engineered to replace the front brakes only with 4-piston 

calipers and 11-inch rotors (2 inches bigger that a stock 

1990 Miata), drilled and slotted rotors, with your semi-

competition pads, and steel braided hoses. I added drilled 

and slotted rotors to the back brakes, along with better 

pads and braided steel lines.  

The installation process was relatively simple and very 

similar to what would need to be done to replace stock 

brake components. The major differences were the need 

to align the rotors in the calipers, and some special 

procedures associated with bleeding the 4-piston 

calipers.  

Since the weather has been bad almost every day since 

the installation was completed, I have had insufficient 

time to thoroughly test the effectiveness of the system. I 

can say, though, that the brakes are better than the stock 

brakes that I replaced. I will be able to give you a better 

assessment after the weather gets warm and I can get a 

few more miles on the system. Accompanying, you will find photos of the completed installation. I can say 

with certainty that visual appearance of the new system is everything that I expected, as you can see in the 

photos.  

 

 



With respect to the start of Shop Days for 2018, I anticipate that we will hold our first event on either the 

19th or 26th of April at Ed’s Shop. Due to our Thursday shop schedule, we are not planning to hold a 

traditional Spring Maintenance Day this year. If our Thursday schedule is not convenient for you, contact 

either Ed or me. We may be able to accommodate you on another day. Also, if we have enough members 

express interest in a Saturday event, it might be possible to plan one later in the year. 

 

Miami Valley Miata Club 2018 Virtual Rally 
 

Saturday, February 10, 2:00pm 

Dan and Norma Kirkpatrick's, 1520 Meadowlands Drive, Fairborn, 

Ohio 45324 

• Choose a partner 

• Watch a film 

• Answer questions 

• Win fabulous prizes 

• Share a snack 

Please plan to bring a food item to share with your fellow rallygoers - 

chips and dip, pretzels, cookies. Dan and Norma will 

provide succulent meats and sides. The club will provide drinks. 

 


