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ZOOM  ZOOM 

The President’s Corner 

OK, I know you all are ready for this winter to burst into spring, 

but seeing that Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow, it seems an-

other six weeks of winter is in order.   

And what a winter this has been! I personally cannot remember 

a winter this severe since the blizzard of ’78. I was finishing up 

my degree at Wright Sate and was at school that day.  Rather 

than staying there for the night, I decided to drive home to Cen-

terville. Of course back then 675 stopped at N. Fairfield, so I 

went the back way, which in dry conditions is a fun ride.  My 

new 1978 Ford Fiesta made it through just fine, even at times 

not knowing if I was on the road or not.  It took quite a bit time 

to get home, but made it we did.  Now, not sure how a Miata 

would have done.  

Now to the business of the club, we have been pretty busy so 

far.  We will have a survey ready in the next week or two.  Fred 

Tuzzi, our VP, is taking the lead and we are looking for as much 

participation as possible from the general membership.  We will 

report the findings in the Wright Roadster and at a future Meet 

& Greet. 

We are working on a Facebook page, hoping to launch next month.  Peggy Berry has volunteered to be the 

club’s administrator for the page and will let us know when it is ready to go.  It is our hope that the Facebook 

page allows for greater communication, impromptu drives, share photos and events and a forum to attract new 

members.  More to come. 

Our next Meet & Greet is Thursday, February 18th at TJ Chump’s in Fairborn.  We have a separate room which 

will allow for everyone to hear all announcements and reports.  Hope you can all make it out. 

The MVMC belongs to the members and the club’s officers are dedicated to helping you, the members, make it 

the best club it can be.  It is important to let any of the officers know how you feel, suggestions for the club and 

events, and how we can make the club stronger than ever. 

Steve 
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Miami Valley Miata Club  2014 Officers 

President 

Steve Trego 

Vice President 

Fred Tuzzi 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Loughlin 

 

Membership Dorothy Tuzzi 

News Letter 
Bill Bateman 

 

Rally Master 

Paul Haller 

 

Web Master 
Steve Hayden 

Past President  

Mike Wheeler 

Tech AdvisorsEd Kramer and Tim Howard 

  

                     OUR CLUB SPONSOR 
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Gary Tarka    2/27 

George Colleary  2/27 
Karen Walker   2/27 

Dena Czeiszperger 2/28 
Chris Barker    2/28 
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February 

18   Meet&Greet, TJ Chumps 

22   Virtual Rally. All details are now set and it will be different and exciting this year! 

23 28 Member response to the survey is due. (see page 5) 

March 

6   Board Meeting 

15   Annual St. Patrick's Euchre Party. You past attendees know how fun this is! 

18   Meet&Greet, Chappy’s 

April 

15   Meet&Greet, Champp’s 

19   Club Maintenance Day 

25-27  Mitty at Road Atlanta 

May 

1   Board Meeting 

2-3  Brown County Indiana (see page 10) 

20   Meet&Greet, Tropics 

June 

17   Meet&Greet, Brixx Ice House 

29   Vintage Grand Prix, Mid-Ohio 

July 

3   Board Meeting 

22   Annual Picnic and Clinic, Kramer Farms 

24-27  Miatas at the Gap 

August 

2   British Car Day, Eastwood Park 

19   Meet&Greet, Chop House 

September 

4   Board Meeting 

14   Concours D’Elegance 

16   Meet&Greet, Guilliano’s 

October 

21   Meet&Greet, Jeff Schmidt 

November 

18   Meet&Greet, Champps 

December 

   Christmas Party 

31   Polar Bear Run 

 

Details for events will be forthcoming through the upcoming newsletters as well as emails. 

But you can get the advance scoop by attending the next M&G on Tuesday Feb 18. 

2014 EVENTS 
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MVMC 7th Annual St. Patrick’s Euchre Party 
a.k.a. 

Gears, Games, and Grub 

By Lee Korb, Pattric Gould, and Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon 

When: 

Saturday, March 15, 2014--12:00 til 4:00(ish) 

(R.S.V.P. by March 13—so we can plan table arrangements) 

Where: 

Pat & Bonnie’s, 1180 Dorchester Road, Xenia 

Gears: 

Weather permitting, we will start with a drive through Greene County 

with your Miata or winter substitute. 

Grub: 

Then a little lunch, bring something to share, club will provide drinks. 

Games: 

Finish up with a Euchre tournament.  (Space limits us to 5 tables) 

Prizes for first and last! 

POC 

Pat & Bonnie, oma.sturgeon@gmail.com, 372-3615 (home) 

 

You don’t need to be an experienced Euchre player (OR IRISH)…come, learn, or just watch and 

enjoy the day!  Hope to see you there (in your green)! 

mailto:oma.sturgeon@gmail.com
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Visit our web site www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

 Next Meet n Greet Tuesday February 18, 2014 
TJ Chumpp’s 1100 Dayton Yellow Springs Rd., Fairborn, 229 7427 

THE MITTY 
 
 
 

Folks, 

 

The Holy Grail for gear heads and sports car aficionados is fast approaching.  What could that be you say?  

 

 It's The Mitty at Road Atlanta on April 25-27  

 

First, it starts and ends with a fantastic spirited drive through the Great Smoky Mountains.  Then at Road At-

lanta, are all these people who speak the same language and love the same lines, curves and sounds that you 

do!  

 

Brian Redman will be Grand Marshal overseeing some great historic open wheel racing. (Check out "The 

Mitty" website).  Flyin' Miata will be there to answer all your questions and tempt you with some outstanding 

toys. 

 

I have reserved three rooms and two have already been spoken for.  I know it's early but to get a room near 

the track requires advance planning.  

 

Call Ed Kramer for more details at 937-862-4434 or email at kramerfarms@sbcglobal.net 

Vice President’s Notes - SURVEY 
 

Our club’s Board is developing a members’ survey to help establish the club direction for the coming years. 

This will be a short survey coming to you via email on or about February 20th with a return date of no later 

than February 28th. Your response will be anonymous so as to gather the greatest membership input. 

The survey will be sent to you by the firm of SurveyMonkey and your response will go back to them, with the 

board receiving the tabulated results. 

I would encourage every MVMC member to participate to insure that your voice is heard in the planning and 

carrying out of the club’s activities. If there are two of you associated with your household membership with 

separate emails, we would like EACH of you to take the survey. 

We look forward to receiving your input. 

Fred Tuzzi 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com
mailto:kramerfarms@sbcglobal.net
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2014 Virtual Rally 

February 22, 2014 

 
 

Make a reservation to attend the 2014 Virtual Rally!   

This year’s event will begin and end at Dan and Norma Kirkpatrick’s home 

and will be limited to 30 people (or 15 teams).   

The address is 1520 Meadowlands Drive, Fairborn OH 

The Drivers and Navigators meeting starts at 1 PM with “Start your Engines” at 1:30 PM. 

Each team should bring a snack to share and the club will provide soft drinks 

To reserve your starting position, be sure to RSVP to 

Mike Wheeler at mtwheel@hotmail.com or call or text to 937-776-9918 

Get the year started off right!  This Virtual Rally rated “PG” 

Zoom-Zoom, See you there! 

mailto:mtwheel@hotmail.com
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PARTS FOR 2000 MIATA (NB) - Could fit other years 
 

BR COLD AIR INTAKE FOR NB 1999-2001 

w/K&N AIR FILTER  $40.00 
 

Used rotors and brake pads for that car you just need to get safe before selling.  Free 
 

Drive-Shaft out of 2000 NB (125,000).  Need a machine shop to replace the U-Joints.  Saves time having it 

ready.  $25.00 
 

Flywheel, clutch and pressure plate for 1.8 engines.  Has 125,000 miles and was working great before being 

replaced with lightweight flywheel.  Does not include throw-out bearing.  That was the part that caused me to 

make the change.  $50.00 
 

Flying Miata Muffler for NB's.  Has about 100 miles on it.  Looks great.  Take advantage of no shipping or 

taxes.  $250.00 
 

Exhaust manifold and down pipe.  $50.00 
 

Contact info:  lts@woh.rr.com or 937-232-5614 

A near perfect s  

A THOUSAND THANK YOU’S!! 

Ed, Tim, Flash and Larry, I just can’t thank you enough for the work you did on my car at Christmas, and the 
good company…aaahhh and the (funny) coffee.  I greatly appreciate your kindness. You’re good people and I am 
certainly fortunate to have such great friends in my life! YOU’RE THE BEST!!!  
Again, THANK YOU, Cindy   rear deck of my '93 on the morning of the  

Many many thanks to Susan Hughes for coming to the rescue in updating our Access 

database for our membership information. The database was originally put together by 
the late Joyce Hill who took classes in order to provide this service for the club, a badly 

needed provision. The time had come where some changes were needed and Susan so 
capably has done that for us. On behalf of the club and the membership function espe-

cially, we're extremely grateful. 

Dorothy Tuzzi, Membership 

mailto:lts@woh.rr.com
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Shop Talk is continued on page 9 

Shop Talk (It is not just about the cars) 
Ed Kramer & Tim Howard 

 

In the last monster Miata update I mentioned that the new upholstery for the seats had been delivered.  I pur-

chased this upholstery from an Internet supplier, Sierra Auto Tops and Seats.  I choose this particular product 

because it was constructed to look like the original equipment seat covers except it was 100% naugahyde in-

stead of naugahyde with cloth inserts on the OEM units.  In addition, it appeared that the quality of the materi-

als was very good, while the price I thought was quite reasonable.  As a bonus, the upholstery came with com-

plete installation instructions (28 pages replete with pictures) which you could download after completing the 

purchase.   

Upon examination the instructions proved to be very thorough and easy to understand with regard to both the 

removal of the existing seat covers and the installation of the new ones.  What the instructions did not cover 

was repair of worn foam cushions and worn or damaged seat frames.  So if you attempt this process yourself 

you should be prepared with several different thicknesses of high-density foam, spray glue, cutting tools, etc. 

I also had to repair some rusted out attachment points on the seat pans themselves.  For this task, I used some 

old coat hanger wire and sheet metal screws.  A trick that I learned on previous upholstery projects also proved 

to be useful on this installation.  Specifically, that is to use a hair dryer or heat gun to heat the naugahyde and 

massage or stretch it to fit or shrink out minor wrinkles.  One caution though, is that you need to be careful not 

to overheat the vinyl and melt it or, worse, catch it on fire.  Just keep the heat source moving; never allow it to 

rest for any length of time on any individual spot, and frequently test the temperature of the fabric with your 

free hand to make sure it is not getting too hot.   

In terms of difficulty, this is about a 7 or an 8 on a scale of 10.  It requires not only some technical expertise, 

but also places a lot of strain on your hands and forearms to cut off all the existing hog ring attachments as 

well as to squeeze all of the new ones into place.   Not to mention all the pulling, tugging , and stretching re-

quired to get the upholstery into place.  I still have some sore muscles and joints from the process.   As always 

if you think you want to tackle this project on your car, see me for more detailed comments.  The final result of 

my installation is shown in the picture below.   
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Another interior update-related project that I completed last spring was to re-color my faded seat belts.  Mine 

were badly faded by the sun and, although this would seem to be a small detail, those faded belts seriously de-

teriorated and aged the appearance of the interior.  I initially intended to replace the seat belts with unfaded 

used ones purchased on ebay.  That was the plan until I realized that seat belts only fade on the top side and 

that the pictures of used belts on ebay seemed to always show you the bottom side (the top side probably looks 

just like mine).   

That is when I decided to re-color my own belts.  I simply purchased a can of Dupli-Color spray fabric paint, 

cleaned the belts with a good degreaser (Simple Green), and sprayed the faded area of the belts.  In terms of 

process, you need to pull the belts to their fully-extended position and clamp them so they do not retract and 

then, with the top down, drape them over the side of the car with the faded side visible.  You then need to tape 

paper over the paint work on the side of the car, under the belt, covering a large enough area to protect the 

paint from overspray when you spray the belt (be cautious here and mask off a larger area than you think you 

need).   

In order to match the original color, it was necessary for me to apply several thin coats.  Once dried, the belts 

look virtually like new, and, after several months of use, seem to be holding up well.    

Since I completed this process, I have learned that it is also possible to use RIT dye to re-color faded seat belts 

(I wasn’t sure that the belt fabric would take the dye when I did mine).  The process does seem though to be 

much more complex and time-consuming than the one described above. 

Outlined below are before and after pictures so you can evaluate the results of the belt re-color process.  This is 

a very easy project to complete if your car needs it.  I did both the driver and passenger side belts in a couple 

of hours including drying time between coats.  If you have any questions about the process, please don’t hesi-

tate to ask. 

 

 
                              Before                                                                                    After 

Tim Howard 

Shop Talk continued 
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The Wright Roadster is the official newsletter of the Miami Valley Miata Club.  Subscriptions are available as part of membership in the club.  Archived issues, 

membership applications and additional club information may be found on the club website, www.miamivalleymiataclub.com, or contact the membership officer. 

For more information, contact the editor. 

Advertising– There is no charge for members to advertise Miata related items and services. 

Disclaimer: Any information contained herein is used strictly at the reader’s owner risk. The MVMC, its officers, and anybody else are not liable for any of the mate-

rial you read about and try to accomplish, which may void your warranty and/or damage your toy. Just because you read it does not mean it works. 

Save the Date! 

Friday, May 2nd  

Nashville, Indiana 

“Artists Colony of the Midwest” 

Contact Hidden Valley Inn (877-988-9099) for reservations 

 19 rooms are being held for MVMC until April 1st 

 $109 per room (plus tax, etc.) charged to card upon reservation 

 Let them know you are with the MVMC to get the discounted rate 

 2nd night (Saturday) can be reserved at same rate reduced rate, if interested 

 2 weeks cancellation policy 

Lunch will be at the Story Inn, just south of Nashville 

 They will provide a Limited menu (details to follow) 

Since we will be having a late lunch, “Dinner” will be at the Gatesville Country Store.  Those who 

have been before know that this is a campfire...hot dogs, marshmallows, deli sandwiches, chips, 

drinks can be purchased at the camp store.   

 More information will be available on the website and in the March newsletter! 

To RSVP or any questions contact Pat or Bonnie at: 

Home:  937-372-3615      Pat:  937-532-8550       Bonnie:  937-532-3994 

oma.sturgeon@gmail.com 


