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ZOOM  ZOOM 

The President’s Corner 
It’s still January as I write 

this but I want you to know 

that I’ve had the top down 

3 times so far this year, in-

cluding yesterday for the 

drive to and from work.  It 

was 66 degrees after all.   If 

I didn’t want to drive with the top down I would 

have bought something else.  No, I will never buy a 

Miata Coupe should Mazda build one.  My policy is 

that 1) If it’s not raining or snowing, and 2) the 

roads are pretty dry, and 3) my wife is not with me, 

the top comes down.  Yes, she rides with me with 

the top down but not usually when the temperature 

might be an issue.  My “record” so far has been driv-

ing to work in the dark at 17 degrees.  If you have a 

story or a “record”, send it to the Wright Roadster at 

Newsletter@MiamiValleyMiataClub.com so we all 

can share it.  And be sure to check out the web site 

for the latest info and other items of interest.   While 

I have your attention I would like to thank and con-

gratulate so many of you for joining us for another 

year.  We hope to make it worth your while. 

 

I’d like to say the year is shaping up nicely but . . .  

several events have been added to the Events Calen-

dar but more dates are open if you’d like to volun-

teer.  This month there will be a Virtual Rally at the 

Chapel 3 Annex.  The same location we’ve used for 

the past couple of years.  Check the club web site for 

detailed information.   

If you don’t know what a Virtual Rally is, think of it 

as a rally where the scenery moves past you rather 

than the other way around.  It’s fun.  Also for your 

planning, at least one trip to the “Tail of the Dragon” 

at Deal’s Gap has been proposed for July.  We will 

probably do another trip up to the Mid-Ohio Sports 

Car Course near Mansfield for the Vintage Grand 

Prix and Concurs.  For you NASCAR fans, Mid-

Ohio is hosting a Nationwide Series race this year 

and the MX-5’s will be back also.  Several other 

Miata Clubs have scheduled big events that we don’t 

sponsor but you’re free to attend.  If anyone wants to 

propose a club event or even knows of something 

that another club is doing be sure to let Rally Master 

Paul Haller know about it. 

 

While it’s early in the planning stage, bring your 

suggestions for the 20th Anniversary to Steve Trego 

so they can be included. 

 

Finally, the February Meet ‘n Greet will be at the 

Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet in Kettering, the usual 

3rd Tuesday at 6:30 in the PM.  Come early and get a 

good seat.  It happens this is the same location we 

used last February so I know there is plenty of seat-

ing.  See you all there!  Those of you that ordered 

name tags, they will be available at the meeting. 

 

Ciao, 

Mike Wheeler 

’06 Brilliant Black  
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Miami Valley Miata Club  2013 Officers 

President 

Mike Wheeler 

Vice President 
Steve Trego 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Loughlin 

 

Tech Advisor 

 

Membership Dorothy and Fred Tuzzi 

News Letter 
Bill Bateman 

 

Past President  

Debbie Thompson 
  

  

Rally Master 

Paul Haller 

 

Web Master 
Steve Hayden 

                     OUR CLUB SPONSOR 

 

 
Kim Haverstick 2/13 

Carolyn Gibbs 2/19 

Keri Miller 2/20 

Neva Hufford 222 

Bill Hagedon 2/24 

Gary Tarka 2/26 

George Colleary 2/27 

Karen Walker 2/27 

Chris Barker 2/28 

Beth Duncan 2/02 

Carol Bowling 2/03 

Deborah Temple 2/04 

Larry Kramer 2/05 

Steve Hayden 2/06 

Tom Townsend 2/07 

Bonnie Sturgeon 2/09 

Ed Kramer 2/10 

February Meet-n-Greet 

Date   Tuesday February 19 

Time  6:30 (some come early) 

Location  Hibachi Grille, 1760 E. Stroop Rd., Kettering 
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Meet n Greets start at 6:30 (many of us get there early) 

For dates, times and details of events go to our web site at  

www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

Miatas at the Gap (MATG) XVII 
 

Summer seems like a lifetime away, but before you know it summer will be here!  We ask you to pencil in July 

25-28th for Miatas at the Gap (MATG) XVII, in the beautiful Great Smoky Mountains!   It is the longest run-

ning and one of the largest gatherings of Miatas in the country.  We’ll see hundreds of Miatas in a rainbow of 

colors, Miata vendors, and stunning mountain & forest views.  And best of all, we will be able to exercise our 

driving skills like never before on the legendary Tail of the Dragon, that boasts 318 curves in 11 miles.  You’ll 

also have bragging rights for other drives on Moonshiner 28, Devils Triangle, Diamondback, and Hellbender.  

Like in past years, we’ll leave on Thursday (July 25) and return Sunday (July 28).  We’re looking for hotels 

large enough to accommodate our group, so if you are at all interested, please contact Steve and Rhonda Miller 

at 426-2229, or steve.rhonda@sbcglobal.net.  This Does Not constitute a commitment on your part, just helps us 

get a head count to ensure we get a hotel large enough. 

                                         

Virtual Rallye  Sunday, February 24 
 
The weather might be cold, but the competition will be heated at the 14th annual Virtual Rallye. For 

those of you that have never been to this type of rallye, here’s the low down: we’ll gather at the hall, 

Chapel 3 near the base (see directions on our website) at 5:00 pm, eat some hotdogs, have some 

chips, cold veggies, etc. Get some freshly made popcorn and a soda and sit down ready to watch a 

great movie at 6:00 that in some sense relates to automobiles.  

You will have a sheet of questions to answer about the travels and incidents in the movie and will be 

judged on your correct answers. Easy? I think not. At about the half-way point we’ll enjoy coffee and 

the good desserts brought by all of you and get back to it. Trophies will go to the top two winners 

with other prizes to be awarded.  

 

SO JOIN US FOR AN                           HAVE SOME                             AND WIN A  
 

 

R.S.V.P.  by Thursday, February 21  to Fred Tuzzi at fm2z@sbcglobal.net or 937-436-9425 

Visit our web site at 

www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com
http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com
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FINALLY, FINALLY and I mean finally!!! As 

most of you are painfully aware (I don’t 

think as much as I), the Polar Bear Run was 

unavoidably delayed almost 3 weeks due to 

various, both real-and-somewhat-imagined 

(forecasted?) weather conditions. I’m 

really sorry we couldn’t do it on New Years 

Eve because of the ambiance that goes with 

doing it on that particular morning. That’s 

when Joyce started it and, therefore, 

that’s when it has always been done and that’s 

when it should be done; however, due to the 

snow/ice/salt/brine, that morning was definitely 

not conducive to a Miata event, to say nothing 

about the fact that I couldn’t get out to the main 

road.  Then the first rain/snow date of 1/13 had to 

be shut down due to the forecasted 100% rain 

that only materialized occasionally during the day, 

but there was the residue of brine/salt that most 

of us wanted to avoid and, to top it off, it was sol-

idly cloudy and ugly all day. But, the 19th was fan-

tastic, albeit a bit warm kind of like last year 

(think global warming?), and it was dry and beauti-

THE JOYCE HILL 6TH ANNUAL POLAR BEAR RUN 
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fully sunny all day driving some county roads 

in west-central Montgomery County. We be-

gan the day at 10:00 behind the Franklin 

Frisch’s, had the driver’s meeting at 10:15 

and departed at 10:30 for the Tumbleweed 

Restaurant in the Englewood/Clayton Meijer 

parking lot. Seventeen cars containing 28 

members enjoyed the drive in a little over an 

hour with just a few red-light stoppages. We 

meandered through Franklin, Germantown, 

Trotwood and Clayton over roads like Creek, 

Conservancy, Manning, Weaver, Lutheran Church, Snake, Westbrook and Garber. Then a real 

WOW! Upon arrival at the Tumbleweeds we were met by a waiter at one of the exterior party 

room doors and the end-to-end tables were beautifully set up with bowls of nachos, salsa, 

menus and silverware – it was really quite nicely done. The service was very good and we all en-

joyed various items from the menu. A good day was had by all.            Paul H 



 

Wright Roadster February 2013 6 

MEET PAUL HALLER 2013 RALLY MASTER 

I entered the world of the 2-seaters kind of through the 

back door. At the time I was driving a 1982 Buick 

Riviera I planned to keep forever – what a neat car – 

so comfortable – a real pleasure to drive.  

However, in the spring of 1995, out of nowhere, re-

verse disappeared with absolutely no warning. I 

thought about having it repaired but then remembered 

my desire to have a Lincoln Town Car. I was part of 

an annual 16-player 10-day sojourn to Myrtle Beach 

and we always rented Town Cars – wow, what a great 

ride from head to toe.  

So that’s what it was going to be. One evening it 

dawned on me I didn’t know how well a Town Car 

would fit in my garage, and guess what? There just 

happened to be a Lincoln dealer near the old Salem 

Mall, and even though it was after closing hours, I 

hurried down there and measured the length from 

bumper to bumper.  

The exact number escapes me now, just like whatever 

I had for breakfast this morning, but the only way I 

could close my garage door would be to touch the for-

ward wall with the Town Car’s bumper.  

It didn’t take even me too long to figure out there was 

no way I was going to go through that, so it was back 

to trying to figure out what car would be the winner.  

I  started the process at some of the dealerships around 

the Dayton Mall, and, after looking at a number of 

possibilities, I thought the selection might just be a 

Mitsubishi Eclipse – fast, smart looking, etc.  

After a test drive, and satisfied the decision was just 

about finalized, I headed for home up 741 when I 

spied a new Miata displayed at the corner of 741/725. 

I didn’t know the Miata from a hole in the ground but 

it must have hit one of my buttons because the next 

thing I know I was in Castrucci’s and falling in love 

with a couple of Miatas there on the floor.  

Pretty soon I was test driving and there was no doubt I 

wanted it  – I did it – still have it – and have never sec-

ond guessed it. After 153,000 (not too bad for a ’95 

almost 18 years later and still going strong) – some of 

those miles while driving Route 66 from downtown 

Chicago to Santa Monica’s great pier ** Key West’s 

southern most point in the continental U.S. ** Mon-

tana’s Glacier National Park’s ‘Going To The Sun 

Road’ ** all 318 swirls of the ‘Tail of the Dragon’ ** 

and many very enjoyable Miami Valley Miata Club 

drives in and around Ohio including Marietta OH and 

the close-by route 536 which has to be a close cousin 

to the ‘Dragon’.  

I’ve never gotten into the power add-ons, but I have 

accumulated many cosmetic things (low-profile head-

lights, spare tire under trunk, lighted mirror, real oil 

gauge, wood instrument panel, 6-CD/AM-

FM/Cassette, engine chrome caps, dash chrome 

pieces, chrome fuel door, door arm rests to replace the 

stock pockets, Clearwater speakers, and a whole 

bunch of other ‘stuff’).  

This IS the car I WILL KEEP until they take away my 

keys and I have to gladly give it up to my grandson. 

So that’s how I became the owner of the neatest little 

2-seater – quite a difference, to say the least, from 

what I initially started thinking about – very large to 

very small – and I have thoroughly enjoyed every mile 

of it and the MVMC (membership #70).  

Now that I’m the 2013 MVMC Rally Master, I hope 

to assist MANY of you with the great drives you’re 

planning to offer this year – check out the ‘How To 

Plan a Drive-n-Dine’ document on our web page un-

der the ‘Documents’ section – it’s really not difficult 

to set up a drive as you might think, so PLEASE con-

tact me with any questions (513-897-3674 or paul-

haller@hotmail.com), because I want to help you 

make more enjoyment for yourself and the rest of the 

Club.   Paul H 

If any member has one of these radios ('6-CD 

AM/FM Cassette' that a bunch of us purchased 

around 2003) for sale or has knowledge of one for 

sale, please call or email Paul Haller: 

paulhaller@hotmail.com or 513-897-3674. Mine 

has a short in it  

mailto:paulhaller@hotmail.com
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The Wright Roadster is the official newsletter of the Miami Valley Miata Club.  Subscriptions are available as part of membership in the club.  Archived issues, mem-

bership applications and additional club information may be found on the club website, www.miamivalleymiataclub.com, or contact the membership officer. For more 

information, contact the editor. 

Advertising– There is no charge for members to advertise Miata related items and services. 

Disclaimer: Any information contained herein is used strictly at the reader’s owner risk. The MVMC, its officers, and anybody else are no t liable for any of the material 

you read about and try to accomplish, which may void your warranty and/or damage your toy. Just because you read it does not mean it works. 

USAF Museum Restoration Tour 

 
Thanks to everyone who responded to the Club-wide 

request for interest in attending the Museum Restora-

tion Tour on Friday, March 15. The Museum is allow-

ing us a maximum of 50 participants (MVMC member 

+ 1). The next step will be a Club-wide email around 

the end of the 3rd week in February asking for firm 

RSVP’s by March 1. First refusal will be granted to 

those who responded to the interest request and then any openings existing at that point will be granted to 

those who did not respond initially but do respond to the February mailing. Don’t forget to thank member 

Dale Burnside for putting this opportunity together for us – as you probably realize it was not easy.  

Remember, the identification information required for all individuals will be as follows: FIRST AND LAST 

NAMES, EACH INDIVIDUAL’S DRIVERS LICENSE NUMBER AND STATE OF ISSUE. A current gov-

ernment-issued photo ID (i.e. state ID or driver's license) is required for citizens of the U.S. and U.S. territo-

ries over age 18. All foreign visitors must present an original passport (a NEXUS card is an acceptable form 

of ID for Canadian citizens) or a foreign enhanced driver's license. Those under age 18, but over the age of 

12, must be escorted by an adult (one adult per one child); children under 18 are not required to produce iden-

tification when accompanying their parent or grandparent. 

2013 CALENDAR 

 
 

February 19 Meet-n-Greet 

February 24 Virtual Rallye 

March 15 Museum Restoration Tour 

March 19 Meet-n-Greet 

April 17 Meet-n-Greet 

May 21 Meet-n-Greet 

June 18 Meet-n-Greet 

July 16 Meet-n-Greet 

July 25-28 Miatas at the Gap (MATG) XVII  

Please contact Paul Haller (paulhaller@hotmail.com) if you have a copy of the overnight trip we did about 3 

years ago to Marietta to visit the Blennerhassett Mansion on that island in the Ohio River and to drive  

Route 536. 


