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2018 MVMC Christmas Party 

THANK YOU to our MVMC Executive Committee Officers, Tim Howard, Dave Berry, Roger Gordon, Tony 

Zlocki, Fred Hoppel, and Pat Valley as they are busy preparing the Miami Valley Miata Club’s 2018 

Christmas Party. As the announcement states, the Christmas Party will be held at the Fairborn Seniors 

Center, Saturday December 8th, 6-9p. The MVMC Executive Committee is arranging niceties like door 

prizes, a great mix of classic and some newer popular songs that celebrate Christmas, great trivia games 

(with prizes for correct answers!) and this year a wonderful performance is in store with the United Chimes 

Bell Choir (thanks to MVMC member Mary Anne Blazer). There is no cost to members, but we do ask you 

bring a side dish or dessert to share. If you are planning on participating in the Chinese Gift Exchange 

(a fun highlight of the party!) please bring a nicely wrapped $20 gift.     

Also, if donating to St. Vincent de Paul’s, bring new ‘unwrapped’ hats, gloves, mittens and place 

them under the Christmas tree.   

 

2019 MVMC Executive Officers 

At the November 20th MVMC Meet & Greet at Los Mariachis in Xenia, we voted on Executive Officers for 

2019. The incoming Executive Officers are: President, Tony Zlocki; Vice President, Dan Kirkpatrick; 

Membership Director, Pat Valley; Newsletter Editor/Webmaster, Dave Berry; Rally Master, Chuck Valley; 

Tech Director, Tim Howard, with Roger Gordon assisting; and Secretary/Treasurer, Fred Hoppel. 

 

MVMC 25th Anniversary embroidered monogrammed and non-monogrammed shirts 

Detailed information on how to order these products in this newsletter edition and in our club website. 

 

 

  



Miami Valley Miata Club 
Anniversary Logo 

Shirt or Cap 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Take your shirt or cap to Boomerang 

Embroidery (3008 Birdwood Road, Kettering). 

They will embroider the Miata Club 

Anniversary logo for $11.00. 

Add a name to the right side of the shirt for 

$4.00 (block or script lettering)  

(plus tax). 

Provide your own cap, or order one from Lori’s website 

You can provide your own shirt or cap, OR order from 

Boomerang's catalog: https://www.companycasuals.com/miata 

 



+ Miami Valley Miata Club Magnets! + 

MVMC car magnets are available for $5 each.  We recommend a pair so both sides of your 

Miata/MX-5 can publicize our great club during Drive & Dines! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… and a Reminder from your President 

So you can maximize your fun factor, be sure to check our website often, read our newsletters monthly, 

and keep up with the event calendar, and the event announcements for upcoming events. 

Again, participate with us while your good health allows. You’ll get more out of your club, keep your seals 

from drying out (which causes engine and tranny leaks), and build some good memories along the way! It 

beats cleaning the house or falling asleep in front of the boob tube. Save naps for the cold, rainy, and snowy 

days of Ohio winters when your little beast is snug as a bug in a rug (er… car cover)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 



Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2018 

 

  

  

  

  

 

Membership Update 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 
 

We have no new members joining in November. 
 

If you have missed the emails or forgot where to send your renewal, here is the form.  Please mail it with 
your $20 renewal fee to: Pat Valley, 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, Xenia, OH 45385.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

President 

Chuck Valley 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fred Hoppel 

Rally Master 

Roger Gordon 

Vice President 

Tony Zlocki 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

December Birthdays 

12/04 Kathy Helman 
12/05 Hunter Turner 
12/05 Joe Talafous 
12/11 Dan Kirkpatrick 
12/20 Samantha Leenheer 
12/22 Ellen Fodge 
12/25 Denis Loyer 
12/26 Doug Snider 
12/27 Jim Owen 
12/30 Skeeter Pettit 
12/31 Rhonda Miller 
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

New Members for 2018 

Emmanuel Papp 
Hunter Turner 
Gerry Coen 
Teresa Watkins 
Mark Fritz 
Thomas Birkbeck 
Carlos Quintana & Sherry Crossman 
Patrick & Lori Powell 
Richard & Barb Robinson 

 Marlean & Scott Ohlwiler 
 William Marshall 

 

Honorary December Officer 

Santa Claus 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_12_2018.pdf


MVMC 2018 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for which at 
least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
3Date Event Host(s) Venue 

Dec 8 MVMC Christmas Party MVMC Officers Fairborn Senior Center, 
Fairborn, OH 

  

2019 MVMC Officers 

 

  

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 

 

2019's newly elected officers (photo courtesy of Patti Purdin) 

Left to right: Tony Zlocki, President; Dave Berry, Newsletter Editor/Webmaster, Fred Hoppel, Secretary-
Treasurer; Chuck Valley, Rally Master; Dan Kirkpatrick, Vice President; Pat Valley, Membership Chair. 
Not present: Tim Howard, Technical Director 



William Henry Harrison Museum & Memorial Drive & Dine 

by Dave and Peggy Berry 
 

Fifteen members of the Miami Valley Miata Club gathered at the Bob Evans in Springboro to begin a 
pleasant drive through the countryside southwest toward Cleves and North Bend, Ohio. Both towns sit, not 
surprisingly, on a large northward bend in the Ohio River to the west of Cincinnati. In Cleves we visited the 
Harrison-Symmes Museum, then made a stop in nearby North Bend at the memorial and burial site of 
William Henry Harrison, ninth President of the United States.  

Our guide at both sites was Bev Meyers, a leading member of the local society which maintains the museum 
and memorial. Ms. Meyers was an encyclopedia of knowledge about the local communities as well as the 
history of President Harrison and his family. Symmes, by the way, was John Cleves Symmes, a delegate 
to the Continental Congress from New Jersey, a Northwest Territory pioneer, and the father-in-law of 
William Henry Harrison. According to Ms. Meyers, he once owned the land wherein Cincinnati now lies!  

The group repaired after the tours to lunch at the very nice Aston Oaks Golf Club. Participating were Frank 
and Penny Brewster, Calvin and Bonnie Hebert, Fred Hoppel, Jeanne and Tony Zlocki, Tammy and Paul 
Thompson, Patti Purdin, John Bowling, Roger and Jean Gordon, and the Berry’s. 

  

For more photos from November MVMC events, visit the club’s Google Drive page:  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1e8N0qzdlm6RLvf8n7-gxqBZWtmB60fX_ 

 

 

 



25th Anniversary Plaques 

Available in silver, gold, or white tone from member Bob Luken at a cost of $10.00 each 

 

  

  

 

Plate size is 5 inches by 7 inches, and the 

overall base size if 6 inches by 8 inches. 

Bob also can print a 24” x 36” poster of the 25th 

cake logo printed on glossy photo paper. Cost 

is $15.00. 

Contact Bob Luken at rpluken@earthlink.net 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


Hunter Turner’s Reborn NA 

Hunter Turner, a new MVMC member in 2018 and a young man on a mission, located an elderly Miata NA 

destined for the scrapyard. With the wand of a magician and the assistance of his father, he has given it a 

new lease on life. In honor of his birthday falling in December, we offer Hunter early birthday and Christmas 

presents by featuring his reborn NA in our pages. The before-and-after are amazing!  

 

NA's don't come much grosser than this 

 

 

Wow! What a beautiful NA Hunter's car has become! 

 

 

Who would want to sit in here? 

 

 

Clean, inviting - now that's a Miata anyone would love to drive! 

 

 

Oh yes, looking much better! 

 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Tim Howard 

This month, Fred Hoppel forwarded me an article entitled “A Buyers Guide to 

Everybody’s Least Favorite Miata,” written by Jack Baruth. The premise of this article 

is that the NC generation of the Mazda MX-5 (produced 2006 thru 2014) is unfairly 

maligned by the enthusiast community. Mr. Baruth’s presentation is quite lengthy and 

thus, probably not suitable for our newsletter. On the other hand, the author makes 

some points regarding the attributes of NC models that are worth repeating to anyone 

that might be in the market for a used Miata. With that in mind, I have attempted to 

summarize the pertinent points in something less than the original article’s seven pages.   

Bluntly stated, Mr. Baruth describes the enthusiast view of the NC models as “big and fat and slow witted, 

with 4X4 ride height. An automobile that has lost many of the qualities that made the NA’s and NB’s great 

sports cars”.   

Mr. Baruth encourages potential buyers to ignore the above exaggerated position and consider the following 

facts before making a final purchase decision. The first NC’s, the 2006 models, were a modest 1.5 inches 

longer than their predecessors and just 50 lbs. heavier, hardly gargantuan or piggish. In addition, to offset 

those relatively minimal dimensional changes, the NC introduced an engine with 25 hp more than the 

previous model, and significantly more torque. The combination of those factors produced an NC that was 

actually quicker than the two previous generations. In fact, Mr. Baruth contends that a good NC in stock 

form can outperform the fastest of the previous Miatas, the turbo charged Mazdaspeed.   

Should you still be concerned about anemic performance, rest assured that there is a full array of affordable 

aftermarket performance parts available for the NC, just as there is for the earlier models, that will allow NC 

owners to enhance all aspects of athleticism and maintain competitive superiority with even heavily modified 

Miatas from the first two generations. 

The NC models also include additional enhancements to the standard equipment package that were not 

available on the earlier models. Those enhancements included such things as improved structural integrity, 

occupant safety, and handling. Other desirable upgrades that stand out include significantly improved 

brakes, and an overdrive 6th gear for highway driving that would have been nice on previous models, not 

to mention improved occupant comfort.  

It is also important to note that NC models did not lose any of the wonderful attributes that have become 

part of the Miata  heritage. Those attributes include such things as overall reliability, durability, economy, 

and eye-pleasing design. 

Finally, to make the argument for purchasing an NC model even more convincing, early examples of this 

generation can be purchased at only a modest price premium when compared to previous generations.  

Keep in mind that NC’s are more than a decade newer than some of the early Miatas and this likely 

translates into less overall wear and less deferred maintenance. In addition, being more youthful will 

enhance the appeal to a lender should you decide to finance the purchase.  

So, if you are considering the purchase of a used Miata, don’t allow the buzz from the enthusiast community 

prevent you from considering an NC model. As Mr. Baruth explains in his article, and many of you already 

know, some of the NC objections are exaggerated, some are myth, and there are some valid enhancements 

on NC models that make them excellent  purchase candidates. Happy Shopping !!!!!! 


