
The President’s Corner

2016 has been a good year for the Miami Valley Miata Club. We visited the Serpent
Mound, numerous covered bridges, a legendary restaurant, a state park lodge, an ice
cream shoppe, a schoolhouse converted into a restaurant, the Great Smoky Mountain
National Park, McCloud Mountain, the Woodward Dream Cruise, Kil-Kare Raceway,
and Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course. We had our usual get-togethers at various and
sundry eating places in the area, the Virtual Rally, our summer picnic, and even added

a season-end weenie roast and bonfire. Many thanks should go to the clever and industrious members who
have made these things happen. We have added quite a few new members and welcomed them to many of
our drives and activities.

     Yet 2016 has been a bittersweet year as well. Several have undergone surgeries or treatments for one
issue or another. Russ Loughlin, long-serving Secretary-Treasurer, fell down stairs at home and has been
undergoing a long recuperation from the resulting head injury. Paul Haller’s wife, Judy, suffered a stroke
and was hospitalized (but thankfully, that was brief). Saddest of all, early in the year we learned from Larry
Kramer that he had lost his wife, Ginny, and later on Karen Francis lost her dear friend, Karen Maas, to a
brain tumor. If there is a lesson in this, it is that life is fragile and unpredictable, and we should enjoy the
time that we are granted. Perhaps that is the preeminent reason that we in the club do what we do – drive
hugely enjoyable little cars and share the experiences with one another as friends and compatriots.

     For 2017, it is my honor to turn over the mantle of leadership to the able shoulders of Chuck Valley.
Chuck has had a major hand in this year’s activities while serving his apprenticeship as Vice President. I
feel all of us can have great confidence in his administration, and look forward to 2017 as a year to
remember. I must thank Chuck for his unwavering support and assistance during this past year. I also wish
to thank Russ Loughlin, Mike Wheeler, Pat Valley, Rosemary Clark, Ed Kramer, and Tim Howard, each of
whom served most ably in their offices. I have enjoyed working with them. And since I am returning as an
officer for 2017, I know I will work well with those who are returning and with new VP Tony Zlocki,
Secretary-Treasurer Fred Hoppel and Rally Master Roger Gordon.

     My thanks to all of you for your support and your participation, and my best wishes for a wonderful
Christmas and New Year.
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"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication.  By agreement with Jeff Schmitt
Mazda we are to provide them with advertising space with their logo in every issue
of the newsletter.  As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the newsletter, we don't want
to appear to be in competition with our sponsor.  Therefore, no advertising of used
vehicles in the newsletter.  We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at
no charge for MVMC members.   The MVMC will help with preparing and releasing
advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution directly
to members  and on MVMC Facebook page(s)."



2016 Miami Valley Miata Club Christmas Party

Date and Time = Saturday, December 3, 2016 at 6:00 PM

Place = The New Carlisle Sportsman Club
    1475 Folk Ream Road
    New Carlisle, OH 45344

Itinerary = 6:00 – 6:30 PM = Arrive, Decorate Charity Tree, Snack, and Socialize

  6:30 – 7:30 PM = Dinner and Desserts

  7:30 – 7:45 PM = Brief Business Meeting

  7:45 - ???  PM = Chinese Gift Exchange. $15 gift limit
      One gift per car or one gift per person

RSVP = Please send an email or call Fred Hoppel at FPHoppel@Aol.com or
937-321-1381 by Friday, November 25, 2016 if you plan to attend.

Bring =  Appetizer, salad, side dish, or dessert to share.
  Club will provide pulled beef, chicken, and/or pork from City Barbecue
 soft drinks, coffee, and table settings (plates, bowls, cups & etc)

Bring =  Gloves, hats, mittens, scarfs, and/or socks for Charity Tree to be
 given to St Vincent Homeless Shelter after the party.



MIAMI VALLEY MIATA CLUB  10th ANNUAL
“JOYCE HILL MEMORIAL POLAR BEAR RUN”

Saturday, December 31, 2016   11:00am

 WELCOME STADIUM  (DAYTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS/UD FOOTBALL STADIUM)

PARKINGLOT D’- ( north end of football stadium)   1601 S. Edwin C. Moses Blvd.

Drivers Meeting 11:05am      Departure 11:15am

 LUNCH: 12:00 pm   Golden Corral Restaurant  937-312-2400

8870 Kingsridge Drive, Centerville OH 45458

• The whole idea is for a top-down drive on New Year’ Eve. Sure, it may be a bit cold, but that’ why it’
called the ‘olar Bear’ By using your heater, both windows up, appropriate clothing = top down driving
on New Years Eve morning is reasonably comfortable (as THEY say, it’ all relative). Yeah, there may
definitely be some doubting-Thomases, but it’ really not that bad and it’ a lot of fun looking at the
stares along the way. Keep in mind top down and/or your Miata are not required (OEMs are ok).  If
you can’ start with us, meet us at the Corral 12:00pm.

• Please bring your CB's because, as you know, a minimum of 2 volunteer-drivers with communica-
tions will be needed: 1 to be positioned in the middle of the caravan and 1 to be at the end in order for
the lead car to be informed if some of the group is held up along the way due to traffic lights, stop
signs, etc.

• MOST IMPORTANTLY, please keep up with THE car in front of you at all times – move through traffic
lights quickly; maximum speed will be no more than 50/55mph - a tight formation makes for a shorter
length of time for the entire drive and for a very cool looking grouping as we pass astonished onlook-
ers.

• The drive will be approximately 45-60 fun-filled minutes. The snow/ice date is Saturday, January 7 -
same time - same station, so let’ hope we don’ run into bad weather delays as we’e experienced be-
fore.

• Please try to participate - the more the merrier, and the early lunch should allow plenty of time for
evening celebration plans. We’e been very fortunate with the restaurants the last few years and I ex-
pect no less this year – you’e probably been at the Corral previously, so you know there’ plenty of
good food. Easy to locate behind the Dayton Mall. Bill paid before eating and no waiting on service
persons = usual time required for lunch will definitely be shorter

 RSVP by Thursday, December 29 paulhaller@hotmail.com or 513-897-3674
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OUR CLUB SPONSOR

CALLING ALL MEMBERS
RENEWAL REMINDER

       Annual Dues are $20.00, January through December

Our annual membership payment is due by January 1st in
order to remain on the "active" list, with benefits of the members-only portion of
our website, Facebook, and other benefits to members like discounted parts at
our sponsor, Jeff Schmitt.  The password will be updated shortly after the first of
January, and will be sent out to all members immediately after it is changed.  Pat
Valley will have membership forms at the Christmas party, or you can send a
check to her, made out to Miami Valley Miata Club, at 2000 Deer Hollow Trail,
Xenia, OH 45385.  Forms are available on our website:

View and Download the Membership Form (PDF)

December birthdays:

12/04 Kathy Helman
12/05 Joe Talafous
12/11 Dan Kirkpatrick
12/14 Aram Donigian
12/20 Samantha Leenheer
12/22 Ellen Fodge
12/25 Denis Loyer
12/26 Doug Snyder
12/27 Jim Owen
12/30 Skeeter Pettit
12/31 Rhonda Miller

Miami Valley Miata Club
Officers for 2017

President      Chuck Valley
Vice President   Tony Zlocki
Secretary-Treasurer  Fred Hoppel
Membership Director Pat Valley
Rally Master    Roger Gordon
Technical Director  Tim Howard
Technical Director  Ed Kramer
Newsletter Editor  Dave Berry
Webmaster    Dave Berry

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf


 RALLY REPORT: Drives and Activities for 2016

Rally Master’ Report

Like death and taxes we come to the inevitable, the end of the club year and for most
of us the end of the Miata driving season.  November was a good month with two
events and elections during the Meet & Greet.  November us usually pretty quiet.
December brings the Christmas Party and the Polar Bear Run on New Year’s Eve.  Be
sure to participate if you are lucky enough to not be working or can get away for a
while.  I’m sure Paul Haller will put together a great event as he has the past few years.

Since this is my last official act as your Rally Master it’s appropriate that I take this time to thank all those
that supported the club and I by putting together the events throughout the year.  To be honest, I would
have liked to see more non-board members step up but thanks to those who did.  You know who you are
and you have my thanks.  As Roger Gordon has stepped up to be your Rally Master starting next year I’m
sure you’ll support his and Jeanne as well as you did me.  I know that there are already some events in
the works.  Just the dates need to be finalized.  Again, thank you all.

December 3, MVMC Christmas Party, New Carlisle Sportsmen’s Club

December 31, Annual Polar Bear Run, Paul Haller

I hope to see you at both of these events this month!
Mike

Experiencing Two New Events in November (That May Become a Club Tradition)

The Weenie Roast & Bonfire put together by the Kramers and the Valleys on Friday night,
November 4th was a fun get together at Kramer's Farm.  Plenty of great side dishes and
hot cider complimented the tasty event.  It's always fun to cook on an open flame and have
great conversation relaxing by a bonfire that kept us plenty warm as the temperature
dropped into the low 40s.

Then Sunday, November 13th we "meandered" through three Ohio counties (Greene,
Clinton, and Warren) to a quaint ice cream shop in Lebanon.  The "Drive & Lick" was the
first the club has done so late in the year, yet mild weather brought out 17 Miatas and one
OTM.  And at the end of the drive, (((ICE CREAM!))) What better way to enjoy a Sunday
afternoon with friends!

Both of these club events were a nice thing to do when most of us are thinking, "it's
probably time to tuck my Miata in for winter."  These two events were very enjoyable and
helped keep our driving season alive a bit longer than usual.  I suggest the club make both
events a November tradition!Experiencing Two New Events in November (That May
Become a Club Tradition)

  Chuck Valley



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars)

By: Ed Kramer and Tim Howard
On Thursday November 10th in honor of it being our last formal
technical session of 2016, we departed from our standard format in
nearly every respect.  First, the 10th was an unusually beautiful day
for November and, although many of our regular attendees were
present, there was an uncharacteristically festive atmosphere to the
day from the outset. In attendance were Tim Howard, Ed Kramer,
Susan Cain, Mike Mardis (Flash), Susan Hubell, Larry Kramer,

Doug Snyder, Patti Purdin, Mike Wheeler, Susan and Frank Hughes, and Dale Burnside.  We did start
the day with our traditional donuts and coffee, but several participants also brought brownies and other
treats.  At lunch time, instead of more donuts as usual, we used the remainder of our donut fund to
purchase some really tasty chicken wings from Dot’s Market. In keeping with our departure from tradition,
our primary project for the day was not Susan Hubell’s black Miata but, instead her VW-powered replica
of a 1950’s MG.  The car was experiencing some fuel pump, carburetor, and carburetor linkage issues.
It had been a long time since either Ed or I had worked on a VW engine, so it was fun for both of us to
reacquaint ourselves with this iconic engine.  The good news is that by the time we got done, the car was
running and drivable again.

We finished the day with some liquid refreshment accompanied by lively conversation.  All in all it was a
really great end to an enjoyable and productive season in the shop.  I, for one, can’t wait until spring
when we can start a new season.  Attached are a couple pictures of the day’s activities courtesy of

Susan Cain.





LINKS OF INTEREST:

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE:    https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE  https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-
Club/229407270577928

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST   http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html

 BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS-  http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/

GREATER CINCINNATI    http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp

INDY MIATA CLUB    http://www.indymiata.org/
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