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The President’s Corner 

  For some, the driving season is over until next year.  For others, 

BE CAREFUL!  About this time a couple of years ago, warmish 

weather, low speed, wet roads, snow tires mounted, off camber 

turn and the back end came around and put me sideways.  WOW, 

things sure happen fast in a Miata!  Anyway, wave or flash your 

lights when you encounter another Miata.  Especially the brave 

ones out this winter! 

  Like club presidents before me, I want to take this opportunity to 

publicly thank each of the Executive Committee members that 

served with me.  I believe that each year we raise the bar higher 

and this outstanding publication that you’re reading is proof of 

that.  So Steve Trego, Ed Kramer, Fred and Dorothy Tuzzi, 

Tim Howard, Russ Loughlin, Paul Haller, Bill Bateman and 

Steve Hayden, along with Past President Debbi Thompson, 

please accept my sincere appreciation for your service to the club 

and assistance to me throughout 2013.  As for the rest of the club, those special members, my thanks go out 

to you also for supporting the club with your enthusiastic presence in meetings and events.  Keep up the 

good work! 

  With most things, change is good.  New people bring new ideas and opportunities to get out and enjoy our 

cars.  I know that several ideas are percolating for events in the coming year.  I plan to host at least two non- 

Drive and Dine type events.  If you have some ideas that you’d like to see come about, just let any of the cur-

rent or future officers know and we’ll try to get something worked out.  Just be prepared to pitch in! 
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Miami Valley Miata Club  2013 Officers 

President 

Mike Wheeler 

Vice President 
Steve Trego 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Loughlin 

 

Membership Dorothy and Fred Tuzzi 

News Letter 
Bill Bateman 

 

Rally Master 

Paul Haller 

 

Web Master 
Steve Hayden 

Past President  

Debbie Thompson 
Tech AdvisorsEd Kramer and Tim Howard 

  

                     OUR CLUB SPONSOR 

Visit our web site www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

Kathryn Helman  12/04 

Joe Talafous    12/05 

Karen Hayburn   12/08 

Michelle Wolz   12/10 

Dan Kirkpatrick  12/11 

Brian Thompson  12/12 

Ellen Fodge    12/22 

 

Denis Loyer   12/25 !! 

Doug Snyder   12/26 

Jerry Hill    12/26 

Jim Owen    12/27 

Skeeter Pettit  12/30 

Rhonda Miller  12/31 
 

 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com
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MEMBERSHIP ASSISTANCE 

Is anyone in the club familiar with the software data management program ACCESS? Presently this is the club's 

database, put together almost 5 years ago by the late Joyce Hill, which now needs some updating and mainte-

nance on its structure. If any of you can help, I'd be most grateful for your assistance. 

 

Dorothy Tuzzi, Membership 

dorf2z@sbcglobal.net     

937-436-9425 

 Next Meet n Greet Tuesday January 21, 2014 

 

(Location to be Determined) 

         

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

To date about a third of our membership has renewed for 2014. This is tremendous and we're very pleased you 

are choosing to go forward with us yet again. For the two-thirds of you not yet renewed, we look forward to 

receiving your information and dues. The form is here for you to print and mail in. We would love to have you 

all on board by the start of the new year.  

 

    miamivalleymiataclub.com/forms/2013-11-25-Application.pdf 

 

 President's Corner Continued from page 1 

 

 It is the MVMC practice to not have a December Meet ‘n Greet.  Instead we will be having the annual Christ-

mas Party  at the New Carlisle Sportsmans Club.  I understand that there is no limit on how many can attend so 

if you haven’t already sent in an RSVP please do so.  I hope to see many of you at the Christmas Party on the 

7th.  It’s always a lot of fun! 

  In closing, I wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Safe Driving New Year!  And remember, 

turn signals are not just for smart people anymore!  (I always like saying that) 

 

Top Down, Enjoying Life   

Mike Wheeler 

Brilliant Black ‘06  
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VIRTUAL RALLYE 
 

 

 

The end of February is usually the customary time when we 

have a virtual rally.  

 

 

 

It can be nasty outdoors so an event indoors is just the ticket.  

 

 

 

 

The Virtual Rallye consists of a movie that 

is auto-related in some way from which 

questions are derived for the attendees. 

Movies in the past have included all kinds 

of genres - animation, comedy, adventure. 

 

 

 

Some type of meal or food is usually arranged in conjunction, 

depending on the time of day, and trophies are awarded to the 

winners. 

 

 

 

 

Last year was a hot dog supper along with fresh popcorn 

throughout the movie. 

 

 

A host is needed for this year. It requires deciding date/time/place, choos-

ing a format and agenda, selecting a movie, compiling the questions. That 

host can of course choose a committee for help with the event. This is al-

ways quite well attended and a lot of fun - last couple years saw 25+. 

 

Please contact Paul Haller, Rally Master, if you're interested -       

           paulhaller@hotmail.com.  

There are plenty of past hosts who can help and pass along tips. February 

will be here before we know it. 
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First, we want to thank everyone who turned up for our drive on November 9th!  Not only did we have a beau-

tiful day for the drive, the temperatures were mild enough that many went top down and all enjoyed the color 

that was remaining in the trees, (rare for this time of year)!  

We had 12 cars follow us “over the river and through the woods” of the Little Miami River Valley!  We were 

delighted to have Denny and Paula Goodrich, Roger and Jeanne Gordon, Walt and Kathy Helman, Fred and 

Jayna Hoppel, Rick and Kathleen Lach, Steve Meyer and Theresa Strausbaugh, David and Janet Morrelli, 

Bryan and Sketter Pettit, Tom Seay, Steve Trego and Suzanne Wehrly, Fred and Dorothy Tuzzi, and Chris and 

Donna Volmer follow us down to the 

Village Ice Cream Shop in Lebanon for 

lunch and/or dessert.  The day before, Pat 

and I had stopped in and told them we 

would be bringing the MVMC in on Sat-

urday…maybe 5 or 6 cars.  Though we 

had double that number, the folks there 

were happy to have us and took good 

care of our group!  

Thanks to all for sharing your day with 

us, 

Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon 

November 9th Drive 
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7th ANNUAL 

JOYCE HILL MEMORIAL POLAR BEAR RUN 
 

Tuesday, December 31, 2013 
 

10:00am  

Xenia Bike Hub 
150 Miami Avenue, Xenia OH 45385 

Drivers Meeting 10:15 

Departure 10:30 

 

11:45pm Tumbleweed Southwest Grill, I-70/Ohio 48 

9190 North Main Street, Dayton 45415  937-836-6057 

Southwest corner of Meijer;s lot 

 

 The whole idea is for a top-down drive on New Year’s Eve. Sure, it may be a bit cold, but that’s why it’s called 

the ‘Polar Bear Run’. By employing the combination of your heater, 1 or both of your windows up, and clothing 

appropriate to the Fahrenheit for the day, as if you were hiking in a moderate wind, top down driving on New 

Years Eve is reasonably comfortable (as THEY say, it’s all relative). Yeah, there may definitely be some doubting-

Thomases, but it’s really not that bad and it’s a lot of fun looking at the stares along the way. However, keep in 

mind, top down is not required.  

 Please bring your CB's because a minimum of 2 volunteer-drivers with CB's will be needed: 1 to be posi-

tioned in the middle of the caravan and 1 to be at the end in order for the lead car to be informed when 

some of the group is held up along the way due to traffic lights, stop signs, etc. 

 MOST IMPORTANTLY, please keep up with car in front of you at all times - maximum speed will be no 

more than 50/55mph - a tight formation makes for a shorter length of time for the entire drive and for a 

very cool looking grouping as we pass astonished onlookers. 

 The drive will be approximately 60 fun-filled minutes in duration. 

 The rain/snow dates are Sunday, January 5 or 12, same time - same station. Let’s hope we don’t run into 

bad weather delays as we experienced last year. 

 Please try to participate - the more the merrier. The early lunch time will allow plenty of time for evening 

celebration plans. Tumbleweed went all out for us last year (that’s the reason they were selected again) 

and I expect no less this time. 

RSVP BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 

paulhaller@hotmail.com or 513-897-3674 
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Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 
 By: Ed & Tim 

As the weather transitions from warm sunshine to our chilly, gray, mid-western winter, my thoughts also tend 

to transition from top-down driving to Miata related projects that can be done inside a warm garage.  Around 

the first of October, I dig out my “To-Do-List” and look for projects that can be used to fill those long winter 

days and nights with useful endeavors.   

This year, the first projects to jump off the list were related to upgrading the interior of the 1990 Miata.  Its 

new paint job has definitely made the 24-year-old interior look shabbier.  So, the first round of projects for the 

winter of 2013/2014 include new upholstery for the seats and door panels, new carpet and something that I 

have been wanting to try for years, sound proofing of the cabin.  

After collecting the supplies that I needed locally, on the first few cold days in October I pulled the door pan-

els off of the car, stripped the naugahyde and upholstered new door cards.  The next step was to thoroughly 

clean all the parts that must be reused on the final door assembly, such as the door handles, speaker covers, 

etc.  I then treated those parts with Turtle Wax Trim Restorer.  This product is intended for use on exterior 

trim parts, but it performs like ArmourAll on steroids.  In my experience, it is more effective in bringing back 

color and finish, and it lasts longer.  I have been using it for several years and have been happy with the re-

sults for both interior and exterior use.  The refurbished driver’s door panel is visible in one of the enclosed 

pictures for your perusal. 

The next step in the process, sound proofing, requires the removal of the existing carpet which was also 

showing its age.  As a result, this became the perfect opportunity to replace the carpet also.  

My prior experience told me that a sound proofing product called Dynamat was the top of the line, but it is 

also extremely expensive.  A little Internet research led me to a product called B-quiet-Ultimate (www.b-

quiet.com) which has performance statistics similar to Dynamat and also includes an aluminum heat insula-

tion barrier at a price much more affordable than the Dynamat of old.  Installation is virtually the same, cut it 

to the proper shape, remove the adhesive barrier sheet and stick it in place.  The process is really very simple, 

just labor intensive.  One caveat is to make sure that you cut all the holes that you need for attachment bolts 

and screws as you go along.  Finding the holes after they have been covered up is much more difficult.   

Removing the old carpet and trim pieces necessary to install the sound proofing, and the actual installation 

should take about two days, or a little less if you have previous experience removing the trim pieces and al-

ready know the tricks involved.   

Shop Talk is continued on page 8 
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Enclosed is a picture of the Miata’s interior after the sound proofing was installed (Swayze, our Golden Re-

triever, was inspecting when I took the photo).

 

After a lot of Internet research, I ordered my carpet package from Moss Motors, even though it was more ex-

pensive than some other packages that I found.  There were two reasons for this decision: Moss Motor’s repu-

tation for quality, but also because their package was designed for installation without removing the dashboard 

(a very involved procedure that I did not want to undertake).  The kit came with good instructions, and my 

only additional advice would be to trial fit and trim each piece before gluing it into place and also to consider 

the positioning of the next piece before you select a final position.  Finally, you will need more spray glue than 

you think (I used 3 cans).  Make sure that you use heavy-duty automotive glue; 3M is excellent but expensive, 

Locktite 300 Heavy is also good but more affordable.  This carpet installation process is also more labor inten-

sive than it is technically difficult.  It ended up taking me at least a full day to install the carpet including the 

re-installation of all trim pieces and cleanup. 

Shop Talk is continued on page 9 
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The Wright Roadster is the official newsletter of the Miami Valley Miata Club.  Subscriptions are available as part of membership in the club.  Archived issues, 

membership applications and additional club information may be found on the club website, www.miamivalleymiataclub.com, or contact the membership officer. 

For more information, contact the editor. 

Advertising– There is no charge for members to advertise Miata related items and services. 

Disclaimer: Any information contained herein is used strictly at the reader’s owner risk. The MVMC, its officers, and anybody else are no t liable for any of the mate-

rial you read about and try to accomplish, which may void your warranty and/or damage your toy. Just because you read it does  not mean it works. 

 
 

The carpet is a dramatic improvement and the sound proofing definitely made a difference.  I am not sure that I 

would sound proof in the future if I did not also needed to replace the carpet.  On the other hand, if I needed to 

replace the carpet, I would definitely consider installing sound deadening insulation as a part of the process. 

 

The new upholstery for the seats has now arrived, and I can’t wait to see how that turns out. 

Don’t forget our informal Thursday morning gatherings at Ed’s shop.  Just call Ed or me the day before to 

make sure that we have work scheduled on Thursday before you make the trek to Ed’s house. 

 


