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President’s Corner 

by Tony Zlocki 

I would like to be able to expand on my career with Grumman Aerospace Corporation with a story 
about my proud affiliation with the F-14 Tomcat. One thing we always enjoyed was the face-to-face 
meetings we had with some of the test pilots.  
 
One incident in particular went back to the time when our country’s territorial limit only extended to 
three miles off the coast. It should come as no surprise that you were able to see an international fleet 
of fishing boats off the coast of Long Island, that were mostly doing what fishing boats do, which is 
FISH. There was one notable exception, however – the fishing boats from the USSR seemed to have 
more radio antennas than the garden-variety vessels. Our completed aircraft were routinely flown 
over the open water on test flights that relayed information back to corporate, and this information 
was usually intercepted by those "fishing boats". Naturally, the Tomcats were not armed, but they did 
have a non-lethal way of discouraging this bad behavior. The top speed of the F-14 was Mach 2.3, 
and the sonic boom produced at that speed was incredible. One particular test pilot (I have forgotten 
his name) told me he took his aircraft to its maximum altitude, rolled it over, and made a high-speed 
pass at very low altitude that left our fishing comrades sweeping up broken glass and other bits of 
debris. The Navy liked the new fighter so much that it opted to skip the prototype phase altogether, 
putting the aircraft into production in 1969 and taking delivery of the first ones in 1972. Production 
continued until 1991 with a total of 712 F-14s built. Air Superiority, No Compromises! 
 
On a side note, our club recently made a trip to the Red Brick Inn this past Saturday and It was a 

pleasant afternoon with old and new friends. The route was originally established by Drake Daum, 

but we had to make some last-minute adjustments because of detours and road construction. We 

had 19 cars, and by some miracle everyone managed to stay together and take a very comfortable 

drive through the country. The weather was good, so it was a top-down drive. Thanks to everyone 

who attended and made the trip a success. Look for some photos on a later page. 
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MVMC 2019 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for 
which at least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
3Date Event Host(s) Venue 

Aug 1-4 Miatas at the Gap Mike Wheeler Maryville, TN 

Aug 10 British Car Show Tim Howard Eastwood Metropark 

Aug 20 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

Aug 31 Tour de Gem Miata Rally Dan Kirkpatrick Dayton environs 

Sep 14 Madison, IN Tony & Jean Zlocki Southern Indiana 

Sep 17 MVMC Summer Picnic Chuck Valley Lofino Park, Beavercreek, OH 

Sep 20-21 Kentucky Bourbon Trail Part III Chuck & Pat Valley Somewhere in Kentucky! 

Sep 21 Rock Garden Tour Enrique & Ruth 
Ellenbogen 

TBA 

Sep 22 Fairborn Car Show  Dan Kirkpatrick Fairborn, OH 

Sep 28 Pet Fest & Car Show Dan Kirkpatrick & Dave 
Berry 

Delco Park, Kettering, OH 

Oct 5 Shop Day Randy Mott & Tim Howard Mott Farm, Casstown, OH 

Oct 12 Valley Vineyards/Stonehouse 
Tavern 

Mike & Gail Allen Morrow, OH 

Oct 15 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki Jeff Schmitt Mazda, Beavercreek 

Oct 19 Weenie Roast Randy & Lynda Mott Mott Farm, Casstown, OH 

Oct 24-27 Fall Foliage Tour, Smoky Mtns Chuck & Pat Valley Maryville, TN 

The August 24 Hocking Hills drive has been suspended until further notice  
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From the Membership Desk 

by Pat Valley 

Membership Director 
 

 
We have no new members for July. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

August Birthdays 

08/04 Marybeth Smith 

08/07 Karen Monaghan 

08/12 Pat Gould 

08/15 Carole Stofer 

08/25 Linda Howard 

08/27 Tony Zlocki 

  

  

  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

New Members for 2019 

Karen Monaghan 

Tim & Carole Hart 

Jerry & Nancy Cooper 

Jeff Dixon & Cate Renner 

Wayne Rickey 

Larry Leese 

Karen Nagafuchi 

Gary & Denise Thrasher 

Dave & Rachel Johnson 

Heather Morgan 

Barry & Anissa Evans 

Paul & Karen Weglage 

 

Additional photos of July events are available at: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-KGQ-96CSPXHdPYV0cSADOZlJpxbNdjb 

 



4th of July Parades 
  

 
 

  

  



Red Brick Tavern Drive & Dine 

  

 

  



MIATAS AT THE GAP 

Thursday, August 1st - Sunday, August 4th 
 
Join Mike Wheeler and friends in a return to MATG 1-4 August 2019. 
 
MATG at Fontana Village in North Carolina is the longest running Miata gathering in the country. 
Located in the midst of some of the greatest driving roads like Tail of the Dragon, Moonshiner 28, and 
Cherohala Skyway, MATG is also one of the largest gatherings of Miatas and owners in the US. So 
join us for a fun drive and perhaps meet new friends from other clubs around the country that are 
Miata/MX-5 enthusiasts! 
 
The Club has reserved a block of 10 rooms at the Luxbury Inn & Suites; 805 Foothills Mall Drive; 
Maryville, TN 37801. The Luxbury offers free Wi-Fi, a fully equipped kitchen, continental breakfast, 
and is conveniently located to many of your favorite restaurants. 
 
To reserve your room, Call 865-983-9839  
 
(Prices do NOT include taxes): 
1) $273.00 for a 1-bedroom suite for the three nights [6 available] 
2) $313.00 for a deluxe 1-bedroom suite for the three nights [1 available] 
2) $335.00 for a double queen suite for the three nights [3 available] 
 
If you think you may be going, you are encouraged to book a room with the knowledge you can cancel 
72 hours in advance. Rooms book up fast so don’t put it off too long. When calling, tell ‘em you’re 
with the Miami Valley Miata Club. Let Mike know you have made your reservation. 
 
RSVP to Mike Wheeler: mtwheel@hotmail.com or (937) 776-9918 by July 1st  

 

mailto:mtwheel@hotmail.com


Studebaker Museum 

201 Chapin St 

South Bend, IN 46601 

Join Tony and Jeanne Zlocki for a trip down memory lane to the Studebaker Museum on Saturday, 

August 3rd and return Sunday night, August 4th. Trip is approximately 4.5 hours and we will leave 

from the Walmart in Clayton at 8am on the 3rd. Drivers meeting at 7:45am. 

Clayton Walmart 
7725 Hoke Rd 
Clayton, OH 
 
Details to follow regarding lunch in South Bend. The car museum has three floors and takes 

approximately 2.5 hours to view. See website for details. On the same property is the History Museum 

of South Bend as well as the Oliver Mansion and gardens. See website. All three museums can be 

viewed by purchasing a combination ticket. Cost is $12 per person. The Oliver Mansion is a docent 

tour which is given on Sunday at 1pm and 2:30pm. If you wish to see the Oliver Mansion, please let 

us know in the RSVP. All three museums require climbing some stairs. 

https://studebakermuseum.org/ 

A block of 10 rooms is reserved for our club at the Holiday Inn Express South at: 

210 Callander Street 
South Bend, IN 46614 

Cost of the room is $129 plus 13% hotel tax. Number to call is (574) 291-1040. Hotel has a 48-hour 

cancelation provision. 

Please RSVP to Tony Zlocki (513) 646-0970 or jeanzlocki@yahoo.com 
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2019 British Car Show 

What: The 2019 British Car Show is sponsored by the local MG and Triumph Clubs. This show 

attracts all brands of British cars, MG's to Jaguars, in all stages of restoration from concours to 

unrestored condition. In addition, there is a swap meet and British car vendors are on the grounds.  

There are also food vendors should you want lunch or a snack before you leave. Best of all, 

admission is free, and we will have preferred parking courtesy of the British car clubs. 

When: Saturday August 10, 2019 

Why: Because you enjoy British cars and the company of other MVMC members. 

Where: The show is held at beautiful Eastwood Park. If you want to go to breakfast with the group 

we will meet at the Bob Evans located at the intersection of Woodman Drive and Route 35 at 8:30 

am. If you prefer to simply attend the show arrive at 9:30 am. We will have a short drivers’ meeting 

in the parking lot before we make the 10-minute drive to Eastwood. 

How: Call Tim Howard at 937-287-2424, or email tghcc@woh.rr.com to confirm your attendance 

and whether you plan to eat breakfast or just go to the show. 
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Miami Valley Miata Club 

25th Anniversary Plaques 

Available in silver, gold, or white tone from member Bob Luken at a cost of $10.00 each 

 

  

  

 

Plate size is 5 inches by 7 inches, and the 

overall base size if 6 inches by 8 inches. 

Bob also can print a 24” x 36” poster of the 25th 

cake logo printed on glossy photo paper. Cost 

is $15.00. 

Contact Bob Luken at rpluken@earthlink.net 

 
 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 
by Tim Howard 

This month’s Shop Talk represents the fulfillment of one of my personal goals.  

For some time now, I have wanted to install a convertible top on a modern sports 

car like a Miata. Over the years, I have installed several tops on cars with 50’s 

vintage technology (top and frame separate items, with side curtain; never an 

integrated top and frame with roll up windows). As I have done many times in 

the past, I dragged my brother-in-law, Ed Walker, into the fray. It’s a good thing 

I did because, for a novice, this ended up being a two-man job.  

This process actually began last February, when after purchasing my latest project car, the 2006 

Miata, I purchased a new Robbin’s top from Moss Motors. I guess it is obvious that it took me a while 

after the purchase to find both the time and the courage to begin the installation. In addition, since 

Robbin’s specifies that their tops are for professional installers only (translate “minimal instructions”), 

it took considerable  online research to locate useful instructions on how to accomplish the installation.  

If you have either an NA or NB Miata (1990 thru 2005), there is quite a bit of online data available. 

There is almost no top installation information available for NC Miatas. I assume this is because they 

are newer and there is less need at this point; also, perhaps it is because the NC process is 

complicated by the need to remove the built-in roll bar and the NC’s more extensive interior panels 

(everything from the door thresholds rearward). 

On Saturday July 13th when, unfortunately, the heat index was about 90 degrees, we finally bit the 

bullet and started the process. We worked about four hours and managed to remove the seats, all 

the interior plastic panels, the roll bar assembly, and partially removed the top from the frame. In 

addition, since the rear portion of the interior was completely disassembled, we decided to install 

sound-deadening and heat insulation on all the metal panels from the rear of the seats to the trunk (I 

had previously insulated the rest of the car). 

On Sunday before Ed arrived, I spent about an hour cleaning and applying Armor All to the interior 

plastic parts we removed on Saturday. After Ed arrived we spent another four hours completing the 

removal of the top and rain rail, drilling out about 30 rivets, threading the old tension wires into the 

new top, reattaching all the required brackets to the top, and finally began reaffixing the top to the 

rear of the body and top frame.   

On Monday, I reinstalled the few remaining  trim pieces to the top, made some final adjustments, then 

reinstalled all the plastic interior parts and seats. That process took approximately four additional 

hours. 

I am almost embarrassed to admit how long this process took, but a great deal of the time was spent 

double checking ourselves just to make sure we had not made a mistake. I am sure, given all we 

learned, we could do a second top right now in about half the time. I must say that it is a lot of work 

crawling in and out of a Miata’s confined space in a hot garage. At this point, neither of us would be 

anxious to install another top. 

On the other hand, considering the retail cost of  installation, $1000 to $1500 plus the cost of the top, 

If I needed a top on one of my cars, I would probably undertake the project again. All that said, Ed 

and I are experienced do-it-yourselfers, and it was a challenging job for us. If you do not fall into that 

category, I would recommend that you take really good care of your existing top and save your money 

for the day that you need to pay someone to install a new top on your Miata! 

If for some reason you decide to undertake this process yourself, don’t hesitate to ask either Ed or 

me for more specific observations and suggestions. 



Below is a picture of the new top we installed on my 2006 Miata. It was worth all the trouble. 

 

 

 

 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 
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