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Mike is on mission and asked that I contribute to the President’s Corner.  While we have had our share of wet 

weather I hope everyone is enjoying their happy little Miatas.  I just took mine for an after dinner drive 

through the country at dusk and it was wonderful;  beautiful clear skies, warm temperatures and the hum of 

tires and exhaust, just what the Miata was made for. 

Our 20th anniversary celebration is not far off.  We have the Lodge at Canal Lake reserved for Saturday, 

September 28th from 4:00 until 8:00.  The lodge is built from logs and stone and sits on a beautiful park like 

setting and overlooks a quiet and serine private lake.   

We are having BBQ catered by City BBQ, our annual car show (shine up the Miata), a band and activities such 

as horse shoes and shuffle board.  It will be a great time and way to celebrate MVMC’s 20th anniversary. 

Cost is $25.00 per person.  Hope to see you all there! 

Steve T 

The President’s Corner 

Welcome New Members 

The Wright Roadster  

August 2013 Volume 25, Issue 8 

ZOOM  ZOOM 

August Meet-n-Greet 

T. J. Chumps in Fairborn  on 

Tuesday the 20th .  

 

 

 

Please welcome: 

 

Cheryl Goldstein and Andrew Morris of Springboro, driving a 2011 Dolphin Grey Metallic. 

They came to the picnic to check us out after Googling to find us. Thanks to all who helped 

make them feel welcome! 

 

John Berning Sr of Beavercreek who bought Gary Zembo's 2005 Silver. 

For dates, times and details of events go to our web site at  

www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com
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Miami Valley Miata Club  2013 Officers 

President 

Mike Wheeler 

Vice President 
Steve Trego 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Russ Loughlin 

 

Membership Dorothy and Fred Tuzzi 

News Letter 
Bill Bateman 

 

Rally Master 

Paul Haller 

 

Web Master 
Steve Hayden 

Past President  

Debbie Thompson 
Tech AdvisorsEd Kramer and Tim Howard 

  

                     OUR CLUB SPONSOR 

Thanks to all who attended our annual picnic for the vast array of wonderful food! Upon cleanup, I have 

come into possession of the following left behind: 

Rubbermaid container with red lid, plus a silver tablespoon - contained cranberry sauce (yum!). 

Smoky-gray large round plastic tray - contained delicious homemade brownies. 

Black plastic spaghetti server-type utensil - was with a delicious potato casserole in a 9x13 glass dish. 

Contact Dorothy Tuzzi, dorf2z@sbcglobal.com or 937-436-9425. 

Teresa Strausbaugh 8/1 

Donna Caskey 8/3 

Karen Francis 8/4 

Marybeth Smith 8/4 

Marilyn Kramer 8/11 

Pat Gould 8/12 

Cott Wenger 8/13 

Jack Hilbing 8/14 

Charlie Johnson 8/15 

Linda Wenger 8/23 
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BEAVERCREEK FIRE DEPARTMENT CLASS 

Fourteen members of the MVMC met with 

Steve Dubois at the Beavercreek Township Fire 

Department to review basic first aid procedures 

and to discuss the exposures in relation to the 

Ohio Good Samaritan Act.  

 

Steve shared that our first step is always in as-

sessing the safety situation of any accident and 

that sometimes our greatest contribution is in 

calling 911 and to continue driving because in 

many circumstances a helping hand becomes 

an active player in the accident scene. Ensure 

your own safety first! Steve also advised that 

air bags pose a threat in the fact that they can 

continue to activate after the car has become 

disabled. The impact can be devastating to a 

Good Samaritan. 

 

He reviewed ways of removing people from a 

wreckage, ways of compressing bleeding, and 

means of applying tourniquets. He told us all to 

take precautions when coming in contact with 

blood and that we should have rubber gloves, 

goggles, and masks as part of our first aid kits.  

 

The Ohio Good Samaritan Act protects those 

that are “trained” that offer assistance to the 

injured so Steve suggested that we all become 

CPR certified and offered a schedule for their 

BFD classes and fees. After the class we were 

given a detailed tour of the station and shown 

the apparatus that a normal EMS truck carries 

in trying to respond to any emergency pre-

sented. The class was beneficial to all of the 

club members and answered many questions in 

relation to the accident the MVMC came upon 

during the trip last year on the Tail of the 

Dragon when a motorcycle crashed in front of 

one of our members. Being helpless is not an 

option when an emergency presents itself. 

Thanks to Steve and the Beavercreek Township 

Fire Department for this enlightening knowl-

edge! 

Article authored by Karen Francis and        

submitted by Steve Miller 
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MIATAS AT THE GAP XVII 
We departed from Springboro on schedule, 26 club members and 14 cars.  Keeping 14 cars together for a 5-hour 

drive down I-75 can be a challenge, but good planning helps.  Arrived at the Windmill Inn B&B, received our 

room assignments then departed for a drive of the Devils Triangle.  These roads were not as curvy as the Gap, but 

probably more dangerous, due to no guardrails or even shoulder in some places, just a white line to keep you on 

the road.  This is also an active logging road, so there were also some big rigs to contend with. 

 

The Windmill Inn B&B is very unique, a converted Baptist church.  The old sanctuary was a large lounge with 

pool table, overstuffed recliners, and a 24-foot screen.  We took advantage of it and watched a movie into the late 

hours of the evening.   I didn’t sleep well that evening, I kept thinking: 

You might be in Tennessee if… 

  …every church you pass is Baptist 

 …the wine stores featured wine has a screw top 

 …every pick-up truck is some shade of rust color 

 

After a hearty breakfast served in the large dining room we departed for the Muscle Car Museum.  We saw some 

very well restored and some well-preserved un-restored muscle cars.   I was able to see a representative of the first 

car I purchased on my own, a 1969 GTO. 

 

We arrived at Headrick’s River Breeze Motel (HRBM) in the late afternoon.  Some did a quick sporty run 

of the Tail of the Dragon; others of us took it easy or did a run up the Foothills Parkway until the rains 

came.  In the evening we met up with the Mountain Miata Club (MMC) at the Trailhead Steak House.  The 

Trailhead went all out for our combined clubs and closed the restaurant so we had the whole facility to 

spread out in and meet the MMC members. 
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Saturday was a full day, a run up the Tail of the 

Dragon that was slowed by the removal of a pick-

up truck and trailer that couldn’t make it up and a 

wrecked Miata from the day before.  Then we 

pressed on to the vendor displays and Fontana 

Dam.  The Miata’s had already gathered for the 

Dam picture and were beginning to depart as we 

arrived.  Most of us departed on their separate 

ways after that, however, some of us rendez-

voused at the Casino in Cherokee for a drive over 

Newfound Gap before returning to HRBM. 

 

Diner was at the Back Porch Restaurant.  They 

served an excellent dinner at a very reasonable 

price.  Both evenings we had time to sit around 

the pool and have some conversation and adult 

beverages. 

We all departed individually for the drive back to 

Dayton.  We had a beautiful day for the drive, 

sunny skies and cool temperatures.  Thank you 

Steve and Rhonda for all your hard work organiz-

ing this event! 

Russ Laughlin 
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MIATAS AT THE GAP XVII 
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Meet n Greets start at 6:30 (many of us get there early) 

For dates, times and details of events go to our web site at  

www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

Most of you know that in April of this year I pur-

chased a 1990 Miata with a 5.0 liter Ford V8 en-

gine and other compatible drive train and suspen-

sion modifications.  I bought the car from George 

Baer, a multi-year member of the MVMC.  George made all of the above mentioned mechanical modifi-

cations to the car several years ago using a kit from Monster Miata, a California Company.  George 

drove the car (Buzzy) and enjoyed it until health issues forced him to put it up for adoption.   I love a 

good automotive project, and bought the car as such.   Many of you that know George and the car are 

have asked me about the status of this odyssey.  As a result I decided to use Shop Talk as a forum for a 

mass update on the progress to-date and my plans for the future. 

 

I thought that I would start with a little about the process that I use for such and endeavor, and then 

proceed into the status.  The first thing that I do after obtaining a project car is detail it as if I was pre-

paring it for a Concour D’ Elegance (Inside and Out, Top to Bottom).  The purpose of all of this is not 

so much to spiff up the car’s appearance, although that is a nice side benefit, but instead the purpose is 

to become intimately familiar with as many of the vehicle’s defects as can be identified.  I use this infor-

mation to create an initial prioritized project list.  I emphasize the word “initial”, because as I begin the 

restoration work, I will inevitably add to the list with new discoveries. 

My vision at the time of the purchase, and still today, is to restore Buzzy to more of a stock 1990 Miata 

appearance while maintaining all of the high-performance capabilities that George installed.   My initial 

assessment of the car was that, due to George’s work, the car was in good mechanical condition and that 

being a North Carolina car when George bought it, the bones of the car were quite good (no rust).  As 

one might expect for a 23-year-old car with 154,000 miles on the clock, cosmetically it was showing its 

age.  As a result, the prioritized project list that I developed focused primarily, but not exclusively, on 

just that …  cosmetics.  To refresh your memory: attached is a picture of Buzzy snapped by my wife, 

Linda, immediately after the title was transferred. 

Shop Talk Addendum 

Just want to thank everyone who came out to the picnic in spite of the 'cool' temperatures. I must confess 

there are times I wonder why we do it, but it's worth every bit of the effort when the barn yard is filled with 

Miatas and good friends. 

 

Marilyn and I wish to thank everyone who helped make another great summer picnic. Especially to Dorothy 

& Fred Tuzzi, Paul Haller, Cindy Devoe, Tim Howard, Flash Mardis, Steve Hayden and a 'tip of the hat' to 

our heros of the grill - Steve Trego and Gordon Stafford.  

 

Marilyn & Ed Kramer 

SHOP TALK (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Ed & Tim 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com
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Since that day in April I estimate that I have invested in excess of 250 hours of my time in the restoration, 

not counting Ed Kramer’s time when he has helped me with several projects.  The vast majority of that 

time has been spent on bodywork.  The list of the individual projects that have been completed to-date in 

no specific order is as follows: 

 

Completed Restoration Projects 

 

.  Stem to stern detailing of the vehicle 

.  Fabricated missing battery hold-down brackets 

.  Fabricated shift lever box and air seal 

.  Cleaned and painted brake calipers 

.  Adjusted parking brake 

.  Buffed all paint ( No wax due to impending paint work) 

.  Body work (collision damage, door dings, dents, peeling paint, etc.) 

.  Cleaned and adjusted slow-moving electric windows 

.  Added additional battery cable to eliminate voltage drop to starter 

.  Trimmed transport brackets to eliminate muffler rattle 

.  Adjusted top weather stripping to improve seal 

.  Installed new windshield and repaired/repainted surface rust on windshield bed 

.  Installed new wipers and repainted wiper frames 

.  Installed new mud guards 

. Installed new front air dam/splitter 
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.  Changed oil and filter 

.  Trimmed after-market rear air foil for better fit 

.  Installed new leather shift boot 

.  Cleaned drain tubes 

.  Adjusted clutch 

.  Re-gapped spark plugs 

. Installed E-bay purchased cowl and seat belt covers 

.  Installed rear view mirror 

.  Installed/modified to fit,  stock hood obtained from a salvage yard 

.  Sanded and repainted roll bar 

.  Repaired driver’s side rearview mirror 

.  Repaired and repainted a myriad of other small age-related deficiencies 

 

Depicted below is a picture of the 1990 Miata as it stands today, part-way through the restoration process.  

Most of you will undoubtedly think that the car looked better before I started.  Hopefully I am just now 

approaching the tipping point where the restoration work will start to make the car look better and prove 

that all the effort was worth it.  Unfortunately, none of us will be able to evaluate the success of the time 

and money that has been invested until the restoration is complete and the final product can be observed 

and judged. 

   
 

 

 

 



 

Wright Roadster  August 2013 11 

The Wright Roadster is the official newsletter of the Miami Valley Miata Club.  Subscriptions are available as part of membership in the club.  Archived issues, 

membership applications and additional club information may be found on the club website, www.miamivalleymiataclub.com, or contact the membership officer. 

For more information, contact the editor. 

Advertising– There is no charge for members to advertise Miata related items and services. 

Disclaimer: Any information contained herein is used strictly at the reader’s owner risk. The MVMC, its officers, and anybody else are no t liable for any of the 

material you read about and try to accomplish, which may void your warranty and/or damage your toy. Just because you read it does not mean it works. 

Visit our web site www.miamivalleymiataclub.com 

The planned projects that remain to be done in the anticipated order of completion are as follows: 

 

Planned Future Projects 

 

  .  Install new rear filler panel (currently back ordered from Moss Motors) 

  .  Repaint the exterior of the car 

  .  Install sound-deadening material under the carpet 

  .  Install new carpet 

  .  Install new seat covers 

  .  Recover door panels 

  .  Replace front A-arms and or ball joints 

  .  Replace suspension bushings with high-performance units 

  .  Complete installation of air conditioner (currently not operable) 

  .  Replace steering wheel 

  .  Replace/recover dash 

  .  Upgrade radio 

  .  Continue to repair, replace, repaint, as issues are discovered 

 

Obviously the restoration process is not for everyone.  It is a labor of love, and one that can rarely be jus-

tified by financial return.  I enjoy the process, the challenge of learning new skills, and the satisfaction 

associated with the final product (if it turns out well).  If you think that you might be inclined to begin 

such a project, my advice would be don’t allow the size of the total project over whelm you.  Break the 

project into many discrete components, then work on the component projects and get satisfaction from 

the completion of each one.  Before you know it the whole project will be done. 

 

If there is anything on the list of projects above that might be of interest to you, or applicable to your car, 

please don’t hesitate to ask me about it.  Perhaps my experiences can make your next project easier. 

 

As time goes on I will provide another update so those of you that have expressed an interest can follow 

the progress.  Hopefully I will make a lot of progress quickly, and will be able to update you again in the 

near future. 

Tim Howard 

 

http://www.miamivalleymiataclub.com

