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The President’s Corner
by Jim Brokaw
Welcome to the April edition of the MVMC newsletter! As I sit at home on a
gorgeous April day, having just returned home from spending Easter with our
grandchildren in Pennsylvania, I still cannot believe that it snowed here on April 1st.
I guess Mother Nature has a sense of humor after all! I hope that all of you were
able to spend Easter with family and friends. I hope and pray also that Covid-19
will soon release its grip on our lives and our activities, and I am cautiously optimistic that this year will
be better. I think that we all want to start living again!
Our club took a break in March, but we’re ready now to start
having fun! We have 43 events on our calendar (not
including our Meet and Greets), starting with the Dogwoods
in the Smoky Mountains 15-18 April, followed closely by
Shop Day on April 24th. Of course, some of our planned
events may be subject to cancellation due to circumstances
out of our control, but we intend to go ahead with every club
event that is within our control, and we expect that each of
you will make your own decision based on the level of health
risk that you are comfortable with. Our goal is to provide
opportunities for you to enjoy your roadsters and enjoy the
great camaraderie that we have in our club. I hope to see all
of you at some point this year; the more the better!!
Speaking of the Dogwoods run, rooms are still available at
the Luxbury Inn in Maryville, TN. If you can get away for a
couple of days, please join us for some great drives and
absolutely spectacular scenery.
Keep the sunny side up!
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From the Membership Desk
by Pat Valley
Membership Director
We welcomed one new member in March. Welcome Roderick & Stephanie Leupp!
The Members page of the Miami Valley Miata Club website (www.miamivalleymiataclub.org) will have
its login and password changed on April 15, and the new login/password will be communicated to all
current members. If you have not received the new password by April 17, please contact Webmaster,
Dave Berry.
We wish the following members happy birthday in April:

April Birthdays
04/03
04/06
04/24
04/26
04/27
04/29

Chris White
George Wetmore
Mike Allen
Barb Robinson
Dave Berry
Nancy Thibeault

New Members in 2021
Roderick & Stephanie Leupp
A.J. Mesaros, Jr.
Erik Vasco
Jeff & Bridget Fath
Joe & Cindy Beatty
Nancy & Albert Szkarupa
Moe & Marie LaBrie
Bob & Terry Stockholm

MVMC 2021 Calendar of Events
NOTE: This is displayed as a running calendar of upcoming events for which at least two of the three
factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED.
ALL MAY EVENTS ARE TENTATIVE PENDING CONFIRMATION OF AVAILABILITY OF VENUES AND
PREVAILING PUBLIC HEALTH DIRECTIVES.
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Date

Event

Host(s)

Apr 15-18
Apr 24

Dogwoods in the Smokies
Shop Day at the Mott Farm

May 1
May 15

Poker Run & Lunch
Plain Folk Drive & Dine

Dan Kirkpatrick
Randy Mott, Tim Howard,
Ed Walker
Valleys
Berrys

May 20*
May 22
May 29

Dayton Dragons
Drive & Picnic
Cartridge Brewery Tour

Berrys
Valleys
Allens

Venue
Maryville, Tennessee
Mott Farm, Casstown, OH
TBA
Plain Folk Café, Pleasant Plain,
OH
Day Air Ballpark, Dayton, OH
TBA
Maineville, OH

*The date for the Dayton Dragons game is tentative and approximate, as the club had not
announced its 2021 schedule at the time of publication.

Links of interest:

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-MiataClub/229407270577928
LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUShttp://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/
OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/

Rally Master Report
I’ve heard winter weather is done up there and the lawn at Northern Command is
growing fast so we’ll be back soon to mow, tend to the fleet in my “Garagemahall”, as
Mike Allen calls it, and get ready for all of the scheduled drives with the MVMC.
The first MVMC sanctioned drive is April 15-18 to Maryville, Tennessee for the
Dogwoods in the Smokies. This is prime time for the blooming dogwoods in the higher
elevations and we’re teaming up with the Mountain Miatas for a few days of traversing
the beautiful scenery down in that neck of the woods.
Our first of two scheduled Shop Days will be Saturday, April 24th at the Mott Farm in
Casstown. As usual, the Club is providing coffee and donuts. This is an exceptional opportunity to have
your Miata gone over and made ready and safe for the coming driving months ahead. Details have
been distributed in an announcement from Tim Howard.
Pat and I are now ‘dual Miata club’ members having joined the Sun
Riders of Tampa Bay in February.
The Sun Riders is a very active club with about the same size group of
members as the MVMC. Interesting observation, at the Tuesday evening
M&G at Leo’s Italian Grille in Clearwater, we noticed more NDs _than any
other model_ though a dozen or more NAs we saw were pristine! Florida
has opened up in recent months and life is almost back to normal. Of
course, the Sun Riders don’t have a non-driving season, and no surprise,
they never use battery tenders. Ironically, they are heading up to Tail of
the Dragon and Fontana Dam the week before MVMC heads
there. Perhaps we’ll … er… run into some of them? 😉
See y’all out on the road real soon!
Chuck Valley, Rally Master

Miami Valley Miata Club

Treasurer’s Report for 1st Quarter 2021
by Patti Purdin
Beginning Balance
Plus Income Dues
Jeff Schmitt

$3,189.38
$1,300.00
$300.00
$1,600.00

Ending Balance
Sponsorship Account Balance $500.05

$4,789.38

Dogwoods in the Smokies
April 15-18, 2021
Join fellow Miami Valley Miata Club members in a Spring Retreat to southeastern Tennessee to view
the blooming of the dogwood trees.
We'll also join with our friends at the Mountain Miata Club to drive the legendary local roads, including
options for driving the Tail of the Dragon.
A block of five rooms is available at the Luxbury Inn in Maryville, Tennessee, but you must make your
reservations soon.
Prices vary depending on the room. Rates go up slightly on Friday and Saturday nights.
UPDATE: As of March 5th, only two rooms remain available for booking at the Luxbury Inn.
Please let Dan Kirkpatrick know so an attendee list can be generated. You can reach him at
937-673-4178 or daniel.r.kirkpatrick@gmail.com

2021 Spring Maintenance Day

When: April 24, 2021 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Where: Randy Mott's workshop, 1350 South Hufford Road, Casstown, Ohio 45312
What: Get your Miata ready for the 2021 driving season. Perhaps you would just like to consult on a
cosmetic or operational issue that is diminishing your ownership experience. This could be your chance
to ask those embarrassing technical questions in a friendly environment.
Why: Take advantage of Randy's great facility and accumulated club experience with Miatas. At the
same time, enjoy the company of other Miata enthusiasts. As usual, there will be coffee and donuts.
What more could one ask for? Due to Covid considerations, masks will be worn while we are in the
workshop. Other than donuts and coffee please bring your own refreshments for the day.
How: If you would like to schedule work, contact Tim Howard at 937-287-2424, or email
tghcc@woh.rr.com to discuss the work you would like done and to reserve a time slot. If you would just
like to attend for donuts and friendship, please respond that you will attend so we can get a head count.
Note: If you are scheduling work, bring your own consumables (oil, filter, etc.). Lift Time will be billed
at $25.00 per hour.

A Springy Miata

Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars)
By Tim Howard
As spring peeps its head around the corner, I would like to open this month’s
Shop Talk on a positive note. I recently received the Consumers Reports 2021
Annual Auto Issue. This annual issue includes a ranking of all auto
manufacturers based upon their overall score. This score is based upon four key
factors: the road test, reliability, owner satisfaction, and safety. Well guess what
manufacturer was ranked number one in 2021. You guessed it, Mazda, our
favorite brand. The rarified air at the top of the scale includes Mazda first, BMW
second, Subaru third, Porsche fourth, and Honda fifth. I think we should all take time out to celebrate
our good judgement. Since I know you are dying to know, of the 32 manufacturers rated, the bottom
five were as follows: Lincoln, Jeep, Mitsubishi, Land Rover, and finally, Alfa Romeo. It was interesting
to review the results in their entirety because there are several luxury manufacturers that did not live
up to expectations.
On a more technical note, Ed Walker and I decided to collaborate on a project that he undertook this
month: changing the gauge faces on his 2008 retractable hardtop. Ed has always admired Miatas with
white gauge faces and he recently ran across a company, Revlimiter, that offers numerous customdesigned Miata gauge faces that owners can purchase to customize all years and models of Miatas.
The kits are complete with everything that you need to complete the conversion, including gauge faces,
required specialty tools, special protective gloves, and dust cloths, and importantly, very thorough and
easily understood instructions and videos. All you need to bring is talent, desire, and basic tools that
most of us have.
If you so desire, Revlimiter will design gauge faces to your specification, but fortunately. Ed was able
to find one of their standard offerings that he liked – white, of course. I should probably mention that
the kits are reasonably priced, around $100.00 for one of their standard offerings.
Ed reports that removing the gauge cluster from the dashboard and disassembling and reassembly of
the cluster itself is relatively simple and self-explanatory. The fact that Ed’s car was a retractable
hardtop was also a complicating factor due to the electronics involved. If you do not synchronize this
process properly, you can end up with a car that won’t start or a top that will not go up and down. All
that said, Ed proclaimed the kit manufacturer’s instructions to be quite thorough and should enable
anyone with good mechanical skills to accomplish the task. I might add, that when Ed completed the
task, everything worked.
At right are pictures of Ed’s
magnificent new cluster both in
daylight and at night. I believe
this was a worthwhile change.
Take a close look at the pictures
to see if you can identify the
other creative improvement that
Ed made to his Miata to make it
unique. If you can’t identify it,
ask Ed…I’m sure he would love
to tell you.

Miata Parts for Sale!
For Sale - Steel braided clutch line for NB and maybe NA models. New, never used. $25. Contact Pat
232-5614 or p19g53@gmail.com

Free to Good Home! Somewhere at the Beach… Come and Get it!

Photos contributed by Drake D.

More Miata Parts for Sale!
Susan Cain’s 2003 Miata was totaled in an accident in December when a woman turned in front of her
(yikes!). She was bummed, to say the least, but soon replaced it with a black 2015 Grand Touring with
retractable hard top (good show!). Before the 2003’s unfortunate demise, Susan had invested in a number
of upgrades which she now offers for sale to MVMC members.

Item Descriptions
• Hard Top Trolley Cart or Storage Stand w/locking wheels, black, like
new - $75
• Hard Top Storage Cover, gray, like new - $20
• Cab Cover, 'Coverbond 4' gray for NA & NB, used, good condition - $30
• OEM Mazda Spark Plugs, 'LFJR-18-110' in original boxes. New.
Purchased in 2018 for 2015 NC, but never used - $30
• Parchment Tan Vinyl Boot Cover from 2003 NB, very good condition $50
• Razo, Black Leather w/ Silver Stitching Gear Shift Knob (14oz), used,
very good cond. - $10

the
• GarnetWelcome
Red Mica,to
25F,
Touch-up paint , 1/2 oz. (purchased July 2020,
April amount)
edition- $5
of
used small
the
MVMC
• Dr. ColorChip
paint
kit, Garnet Red Mica 25F, (purchased July 2020,
newsletter!
As I - $10
used small
amount once)
sit at home on a
Contact info: Susan Cain, lawcain7@outlook.com, 937-232gorgeous
April
3363 - please leave message
day, having just
returned
home
from
spending
Easter with our
grandchildren in
PA, I still cannot
believe that it
snowed here on

