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President’s Corner 

by Tony Zlocki 

James W. Packard went to Cleveland and bought a Winton Motor Car. After Packard experienced 

numerous breakdowns, he went back to Winton with suggestions for improvements. Winton was famous 

for his hot temper and exploded that if Packard knew so much about cars, he should build his own, which 

is what Packard did. 

In 1899-1900, the Packard was a one-cylinder much like the competition. Packard changed his auto and 

by 1904 he began using a steering wheel instead of a tiller; he was the first one to use an H-pattern 

gearbox, which became the pattern throughout the industry. Packard was also the first to develop 

thermostatic control of water circulation, first to use accelerator pedal and hand throttle, first to obtain a 

patent on a radiator with top and bottom reservoirs with tubes, and first to obtain a patent for a luggage 

rack on the rear of the car. Packard was the first American company to offer a V-type twelve-cylinder 

engine, and the first to produce an eight-cylinder engine with nine main bearings. A Packard was the 

first American production car to provide four-wheel brakes as standard equipment. 

Not satisfied with automobiles alone, Packard was the first to build a 1000 hp aircraft engine for the P-

51 Mustang (under license from Rolls Royce). They took the British design and doubled the output. 

Packard also developed and flew a diesel engine powered aircraft. 

Among other contributions are first to use a Light Ray Machine (which calibrates down to one-millionth 

of an inch for checking precision tools) and the first company to use radio amplification for inspecting ball 

and roller bearings.. 

Packard kept making advances in automobile development always with quality in mind. By 1904 Packard 

was using aluminum sheeting over a wood frame. 

Electric lights and starter were added in 1913-14. Soon Packard became known as a quality car. 



Packard trucks were making a name for themselves as well. In 1912, one truck carried a three-ton load 

from coast to coast, no small feat due to the fact there were few improved roads to follow. 

During those WW1 years, Packard was more noted for production of aircraft "Liberty" engines. This 

engine was in great need by the allies and Packard granted the right for other companies to build the 

engine in order to win the war. After the war, economy boom years followed, but then the economy went 

south in 1921. Packard ceased making trucks but continued to produce quality automobiles. 

Packard had some high-powered competition from Pierce-Arrow of Buffalo N.Y. and the Peerless auto 

of Cleveland, Ohio. There were also Stutz, Marmon, and Duesenberg. These were all high-priced cars, 

but the market for such costly autos had its limits. 

Since Henry Ford dominated the low-price field, all other cars had to fall in the middle or high price range. 

Packard was called upon to save the Thomas Flyer but before Packard could give active help, the Flyer 

went into receivership. In 1908, Packard was considered for a merger with Ford, Buick, Maxwell and 

Reo. Ford and Reo wanted cash on the barrel head for their companies, while others would have taken 

a stock exchange agreement. Since there was dissension among the participants over the means of 

financing the new corporation, the merger plans ended in failure. 

In the early days of 1904, Packard made a race car, the Grey Wolf, which was sold directly to the public 

for $7000.00. A 1902 Packard “Old Pacific” traveled across the country from New York to the west coast 

in 61 days. Considering there were no highways and only dirt trails, the Old Pacific auto created an eye-

popping record. 

  

   

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 

Debbie Thompson, MVMC President in 2012, is 

currently facing some health challenges. If you 

would like to send her a card or letter of 

encouragement, we’re sure she would appreciate 

hearing from you. 

Her address is: 

Debbie Thompson 

300 W. Central Ave. 

Delaware, OH  43015 

 
 



Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2019 

 

  

  

  

 

 

       For biographies Click Here 

 

MVMC 2019 Calendar of Events 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for which 
at least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
3Date Event Host(s) Venue 

Apr 6 Neil Armstrong Museum Tony & Jeanne Zlocki Wapakoneta, OH 

Apr 13 Spring Maintenance Day Randy Mott & Christy 
Haines 

Mott Farm, Casstown, OH 

Apr 16 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki Giovanni’s, Fairborn, OH 

Apr 27 Tail of the Lizard Drive & Dine Pat & Bonnie Sturgeon Aberdeen, OH 

May 11 Poker Run Chuck & Pat Valley TBA 

May 18 Plain Folk Café Drive & Dine Dave & Peggy Berry Pleasant Plain, OH 

May 21 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

May 30 Dayton Dragons Dave & Peggy Berry Fifth Third Field, Dayton, OH 

Jun 9 Cincinnati Concours Tim Howard Ault Park, Cincinnati, OH 

Jun 15-16 Ohio Presidents Tour Chuck & Pat Valley TBA 

Jun 18 Meet & Greet Tony Zlocki TBA 

Jun 22 Studebaker Museum Tour Tony & Jeanne Zlocki South Bend, IN 

Jun 22 Cobra Show Tim Howard London, OH 

 

There have already been a couple of changes to the planned schedule shown in the February newsletter. 
April 19-21 Marietta Drive has been cancelled for the time being (it possibly will be re-instated later). 

And to be added is the ‘Pet Fest” Car Show at Delco-Remy Park in Kettering on Saturday, September 

28.   

President 

Tony Zlocki 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fred Hoppel 

Rally Master 

Chuck Valley 

Vice President 

Dan Kirkpatrick 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=16v6XKKw0E3BJLM6bsKXVsxN4zSHGQVn0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16v6XKKw0E3BJLM6bsKXVsxN4zSHGQVn0


From the Membership Desk 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 
 

We have one new member in March, bringing our total for 2019 to 72. Please welcome Dave and 
Rachel Johnson to the Club. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
To renew your membership, send a check made payable to Miami Valley Miata Club to:  Pat 

Valley, 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, Xenia, OH 45385 

Membership form: 
http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_12_2018.pdf 
 
 

  

April Birthdays 

04/03 Chris White 
04/06 George Wetmore 
04/14 Kelsey Jouanicot 
04/19 Harold Varvel 
04/24 Mike Allen 
04/26 Barb Robinson 
04/27 Dave Berry 
  

  

  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

New Members for 2019 

Dave & Rachel Johnson 

Heather Morgan 

Barry & Anissa Evans 

Paul & Karen Weglage 

 

 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-

Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- 

http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 
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On the Road 

by  

Chuck Valley, MVMC Rally Master 

 

 

 

For the Miami Valley Miata Club, April means Drive & Dines are here! For those of us that keep our little 

beasts in the garage, covered and on trickle charge, this is a great time to uncover, unplug, and get it out 

on the road. Besides our monthly Meet & Greet, we have two driving events scheduled this month: a 

drive to the Neil Armstrong Museum on Saturday April 6th and then Tail of the Lizard on Saturday April 

27th. The announcement has gone out for the Neil Armstrong Museum and the announcement for the 

Tail of the Lizard has just been distributed. 

Don’t forget Spring Maintenance Day at Mott’s Farm on Saturday April 13th. If you have a need for a 

spring tune up, tire rotation, oil change, safety check, or something else that can be looked at and perhaps 

repaired or at least evaluated, contact Tim Howard, MVMC Technical Advisor to schedule your ride for 

some overdue TLC. Tim can fill you in on the shop’s offerings and general information on our new shop. 

There are some overnighters throughout the driving season. One I need to mention doesn’t occur until 

August, but since this is a popular event, hotel reservations should be made sooner rather than later. 

Mike Wheeler is planning a return trip to Miatas at the Gap (MATG) 1-4 August. He has blocked ten 

rooms at the Luxbury Inn & Suites in Maryville, TN which offers a full kitchen in each room and a 

continental breakfast. For those wanting to dine out, the Luxbury is very close to many great eating 

establishments and familiar shops. Be looking for the trip announcement having greater details in the 

very near future.   

Also, I am attaching the link for “Rules of the Road” found under “Documents” in our website and ask that 

you take a few minutes to get familiar with it. On our drives, fun and adventure is our goal, but driving 

safely is our priority. I look forward to seeing you all in this year’s drives and non-drive events. I will be 

participating in some and leading several. 

 

MVMC Rules of the Road:       

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B6NyIIDPOHO3cE5XMzJadEVLOUk 

 

  

 



Neil Armstrong Museum Tour 

500 Apollo Drive 

Wapakoneta, Ohio 

 

Join us at 9:00am on April 6th at the Clayton 

Walmart parking lot for a fun and interesting 

trip to the home of a local hero. We will be 

stopping for lunch at a restaurant in 

Wapakoneta called J. Marie's. A guided tour of 

the Neil Armstrong Air & Space Museum will 

follow lunch at around 2:00pm. Admission is 

$7.00. 

J. Marie's 
7 W. Auglaize St. 
Wapakoneta, OH 45895 
 

 
RSVP ASAP to Tony Zlocki 

jeanzlocki@yahoo.com   

 

2019 Spring Maintenance Day 
 

When: April 13, 2019 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

Where: Randy Mott's workshop 

1350 South Hufford Road 

Casstown, Ohio 45312 

 

What: Get your Miata ready for the 2019 driving season with an oil change or tire rotation. 

Perhaps you would like to consult on a cosmetic or operational issue that is diminishing your 

ownership experience. This is your chance. A paint-less dent repair technician will attend, 

contact Tim Howard if you want to schedule an appointment. 

 

Why: Take advantage of Randy's great facility and accumulated club experience with Miatas. 

At the same time enjoy the company of other Miata enthusiasts. All this plus coffee and  donuts. 

What more could one ask for? 

 

How: If you would like to schedule work contact Tim Howard at 937-287-2424, or email 

tghcc@woh.rr.com to discuss the work you would like done and to reserve a time slot. If you 

would just like to attend and commune with other members there is no need to pre-register. 

 

Note: If you are scheduling work, bring your own consumables (oil, filter etc.) Lift time will be 

billed at $25.00 per hour. If you have an interest in paint-less dent removal, contact Tim 

Howard ASAP. 
 



Tail of the Lizard Drive & Dine 

Saturday, April 27, 2019 

 

 

Join us for a drive on the “The Lizard” to Moyer Restaurant and Winery overlooking the Ohio River. 

 

We will meet at the Xenia Bike Station at 9:30 in the morning. Following a driver’s meeting at 9:45am, 

we will leave at 10:00am. 

 

Our lunch reservation is for 1:00pm. 

 

We need to give them a head count, so please RSVP by April 25th! 

 

 

 

RSVP: Pat & Bonnie home: 372-3615 

Pat at 532-8550 

Bonnie at 532-3994 

Oma.sturgeon@gmail.com 

 
  

 

 

https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=amaAB2JgSjBK0d9BVAO0F5Fwpx2G3x63fvVlc2uUpKEI=/bWFpbHRvOk9tYS5zdHVyZ2VvbkBnbWFpbC5jb20=/gc6D1EkHzAA6Ltnnd_NbPA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)%5b%5Cs%5d*%5b%27%22%5d(?%3Curl%3E%5b%5E%7B%22%5d.+?)%5b%22%5d)&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-2
https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=amaAB2JgSjBK0d9BVAO0F5Fwpx2G3x63fvVlc2uUpKEI=/bWFpbHRvOk9tYS5zdHVyZ2VvbkBnbWFpbC5jb20=/gc6D1EkHzAA6Ltnnd_NbPA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)%5b%5Cs%5d*%5b%27%22%5d(?%3Curl%3E%5b%5E%7B%22%5d.+?)%5b%22%5d)&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-2


Play Ball! 
 

Once again, members of the Miami Valley Miata Club have the opportunity to 

attend a group outing at a Dayton Dragons baseball game. 

The game we will attend is scheduled for May 30 at 7:00pm and pits the Dragons against the Lansing 

Lugnuts. We will work on setting up a pre-game get-together at a nearby venue such as Brixx Ice 

Company, as we did last year. 

23 tickets were ordered, and 20 have already been claimed. Don’t miss out on the 3 remaining tickets. 

Cost is $8.00 for each ticket. Members and partners have first choice. If any tickets remain as game day 

approaches, they may be purchased for extended family and friends 

 

Contact Dave Berry right away at 937-367-6879 or dinglebe@hotmail.com to reserve 

your tickets. They will be distributed, and payment accepted, at upcoming Meet & Greets.  

 

mailto:dinglebe@hotmail.com
mailto:dinglebe@hotmail.com


Miami Valley Miata Club 

Anniversary Logo 
Shirt or Cap 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Take your shirt or cap to Boomerang 

Embroidery (3008 Birdwood Road, Kettering). 

They will embroider the Miata Club 

Anniversary logo for $11.00. 

Add a name to the right side of the shirt for 

$4.00 (block or script lettering)  

(plus tax). 

Provide your own cap, or order 

one from Lori’s website 

Boomerang's catalog: https://www.companycasuals.com/miata 

 

Miami Valley Miata Club Magnets! 

 

MVMC car magnets are available for $5  

each.  We recommend a pair so both sides  

of your Miata/MX-5 can publicize our  

great club during Drive & Dines!  

See Fred Hoppel at an event, or call him  

at 937-321-1381. 

 
 

 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Tim Howard 

Last month, I wrote about the most frequently asked question since I became a 

Technical Advisor for the club seven years ago … seat covers. It occurred to me 

that while I was on a roll, I might as well address the second most frequently asked 

question: “My tires are 7 years old and still have good tread remaining, should I 

replace them?” Like many things in life, the answer is complex and circumstance 

dependent. Most of the major tire manufacturers publish recommended 

replacement guidelines but, unfortunately, they do not all agree on the answer. I 

have seen recommendations that vary from 5 to 10 years even if the tread depth is still within acceptable 

parameters. 

That level of deviation in opinions is virtually useless for the car owner who uses his or her car seasonally, 

as many Miata owners do.  For such users, the  tread wear guidelines that are traditionally applied to 

determine tire life are rarely achieved in 5 years, and no guidance is given for tires in the 5- to 10-year 

no-man’s-land. Hopefully, I can shed some light on additional critical considerations during that period.  

The first thing any owner needs to know is “How old are the tires on my vehicle?” Since 2000, all tires 

sold in the USA carry a 12-digit code stamped into the sidewall that indicate, among other things, the 

date of production. This code is preceded by the designation “DOT” and ends with a 4-digit numerical 

code enclosed in a round-cornered rectangle. The first two digits indicate the week the tire was produced, 

and the last two digits indicate the year. In the picture below, the tire was produced in the 29th week of 

2018. You should be aware that sometimes this stamp is on the side of the tire facing out; sometimes it 

is on the side under the car.  

  

 

  

 



Now that you know how old your tires are, the next thing you need to determine is your tolerance for risk. 

If you are very conservative and safety conscious, you probably want to buy new tires every 5 years even 

if the tread still appears to have useful remaining life (the manufacturers thank you). Contrarily, even if 

you feel at home in Las Vegas, you probably want to replace tires that are more than 10 years old. So, 

what factors should you consider when making a rational decision regarding replacement during years 6 

thru 10?    

One of the most significant is, “What type of driving do you do  on a regular basis?” If most of your driving 

is low speed in-town driving as opposed to high-speed interstate travel, you can push a little farther into 

that 5-year no-man’s-land. High speed driving causes more heat buildup in the tires, and heat 

deteriorates tire longevity.  

Secondly, “What kind of a driver am I?” Are you a “canyon carver”? Is Michael Andretti your hero?  If so, 

you should be aware that as rubber ages it hardens, and harder rubber is less sticky than softer rubber. 

That means you won’t be able to safely take curves as fast on your tires as they age. In fact, the combined 

impact of tread wear and harder rubber can make formerly grippy tires very slippery (particularly on wet 

surfaces). If you are paying attention, you can feel the change in traction as your tires get harder, and 

you can also hear it. As your tires get harder, the tire noise when driving increases dramatically 

(particularly at highway speeds). If your tires are both old and make a lot more noise than when new, it 

is likely that your traction has been compromised. I have purchased new tires for at least 3 cars based 

on the increased tire noise alone (run flat tires are particularly susceptible to the noise issue). 

Another factor you might want to consider is “Where is my vehicle stored when not in use?” If you park 

outside versus in a garage, the rubber in your tires is subject to deterioration from the elements 

(temperature and sunlight). If the rubber side walls of your tires exhibit significant cracking and weather 

checking, I would start thinking about new tires. 

Finally, the bonding agents that hold the belts in place in steel belted radial tires can deteriorate with heat 

and age. The worst-case scenario is that the belts can delaminate from your tires. This is a very 

dangerous situation that can end with a blow-out if not dealt with as soon as it is noticed. I have only 

experienced this once. Disturbingly, I could not feel anything wrong with the tire at highway speeds, but 

at speeds less than 35 miles per hour, it felt as if the tire was smoothly wobbling from side to side.  In 

this situation, proceed directly to a tire store. 

In a perfect world, no one would drive on tires that were more than 5 years old.  We all know that will not 

happen. Hopefully, by knowing more about the risks, you can make an informed decision about extending 

your tire life into the no-man’s-land that exists between 5 and 10 years of age. 

  

Treasurer Report for Period Ending March 31, 2019 

by Fred Hoppel 

 Bank Balance as of December 31, 2018                       $    878.96 

Funds Deposited to Account in 2019          $ 1,983.00 

Total Funds Available            $ 2,861.96 

Less 

Expenditures Drawn on the Account in 2019         $    425.08 

Bank Balance as of March 31, 2019          $ 2,436.88 

 



25th Anniversary Plaques 

Available in silver, gold, or white tone from member Bob Luken at a cost of $10.00 each 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Plate size is 5 inches by 7 inches, and the 

overall base size if 6 inches by 8 inches. 

Bob also can print a 24” x 36” poster of the 25th 

cake logo printed on glossy photo paper. Cost 

is $15.00. 

Contact Bob Luken at rpluken@earthlink.net 

 

President Tony Zlocki welcomed MVMC Members to the 
March Meet & Greet at Tickets Pub & Eatery in Fairborn 

 

 

Members packed the room set aside for our group 

 


