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The President’s Corner 
by Chuck Valley 

 

Here we are heading into April with hopes of more drives in fair weather. It’s typically the 

month that really ushers in the driving season for most of us. We’ve had a few Drive & 

Dines already and had good turnout. 

Upcoming in April is the Weenie Roast & Drive to Charleston Falls on Sat April 21st hosted by Randy and 

Lynda Mott. Shine up your little beast and you might place for a car show prize! 

Then on April 24-26 is the Holmes County Drive & Dine hosted by the Hoppels and Sturgeons. As with all 

events, you can read about them on our MVMC website, in the monthly newsletters, and we send event 

announcements out well in advance and a reminder a week prior to. 

One event you need to RSVP to Pat Valley for is the Friday night, June 1st trip to see Little Shop of Horrors 

at LaComedia Dinner Theater. The earlier we can reserve seating, the better the seats!  We responded 

quickly last year and had great seats and a lot of fun at Mamma Mia! If you think the play _isn’t quite_ your 

cup of tea, you’re missing out on a great “brain drain” and great food! We can all appreciate those elements 

of a fun night out with fellow MVMC members.  

We realize there are times when there’s something else going on that prevents you from joining in our 

MVMC events. But we do miss you. 

Besides, whether a short or long drive, you will enjoy the new driving season much more in a caravan of 

Miatas and among the friendly and adventurous fellow members of the Miami Valley Miata Club! 

 

 

 
Treasurer Report for Period Ending March 31, 2018 

by Fred Hoppel 
 

Bank Balance as of December 31, 2017    $ 2,133.41 
Funds Deposited to Account in 2018    $ 1,632.00 
Total Funds Available      $ 3,765.41 

Less 
Expenditures Drawn on the Account in 2018   ($   398.77) 
 
Bank Balance as of March 31, 2018    $ 3,366.64 

  



Miami Valley Miata Club Officers for 2018 

 

  

  

  

 

For biographies Click Here 

 

 

 

  

President 

Chuck Valley 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Fred Hoppel 

Rally Master 

Roger Gordon 

Vice President 

Tony Zlocki 

Membership Director 

Pat Valley 

Technical Director 

Tim Howard 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster 

Dave Berry 

Now available for MVMC Members: Custom Embroidery 
Choose apparel from a catalog – or supply your own 

Pat Valley will coordinate our initial orders to Boomerang, in order to consolidate the order 

to Lori Andrews, and also will pick up the finished products. Look for an email in the next 

week. 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=16v6XKKw0E3BJLM6bsKXVsxN4zSHGQVn0


MVMC 2018 Calendar of Events 

 
 

NOTE: This is displayed as a running three-month calendar of upcoming events for which at 
least two of the three factors of date, host(s) and venue are CONFIRMED. 

 
Date Event Host(s) Venue 

Apr 17 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley LongHorn Steakhouse, 
Beavercreek, OH 

Apr 21 Charleston Falls, Weenie 
Roast, Car Show 

Randy & Lynda Mott Mott Farm, Casstown, OH 

Apr 22 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia, OH 

Apr 24-26 Holmes County Drive Fred Hoppel, Pat and 
Bonnie Sturgeon 

Holmes County, OH 

May 6 Autocross Troy Corvette Club Kil-Kare Raceway, Xenia, OH 

May 12 Bicycle Museum of America Roger & Jeanne Gordon New Bremen, OH 

May 14 B-17 Fly-in & Lunch Drive TBA Urbana, OH 

May 15 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley TBA 

May 17 Memphis Belle at USAF 
Museum 

TBA Museum of the U.S. Air Force, 
Fairborn, OH 

May 18-19 Mecum Auction Chuck & Pat Valley Indiana State Fairgrounds, 
Indianapolis, IN 

May 22 Indian Mound Drive Roger & Jeanne Gordon TBA 

May 29 Dayton Dragons Game Dave & Peggy Berry Fifth Third Field, Dayton, OH 

Jun 1 LaComedia “Little Shop of 
Horrors” 

Chuck & Pat Valley LaComedia Dinner Theater, 
Springboro, OH 

Jun 9 Historic House Drive – Adena 
Mansion 

Tony & Jeanne Zlocki Chillicothe, OH 

Jun 15-16 Bourbon Trail Drive Chuck & Pat Valley Louisville, KY and vicinity 

Jun 19 Meet & Greet Chuck Valley TBA 

  

Membership Update 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 

As of the last week of March, the Club has 68 active members! Welcome newcomers Patrick & Lori Powell, 

and Richard & Barb Robinson. 

 
If you have missed the emails or forgot where to send your renewal, here is the form.  Please mail it with 
your $20 renewal fee to: Pat Valley, 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, Xenia, OH 45385.  
 
 

 

 

 

  

April Birthdays 

4/03 Chris White 
4/06 George Wetmore 
4/19 Harold Varvel 
4/24 Mike Allen 
4/26 Barb Robinson 
4/27 Dave Berry 
  
 

 
  
  
  
  

New Members for 2018 

Carlos Quintana & Sherry Crossman 

Patrick & Lori Powell 

Richard & Barb Robinson 

Welcome! 

 

 

 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf


From the Newsletter Archives 
 
Last year, we scanned all hard copy Wright Roadster newsletters into digital format so all members could 

access this valuable archive. Fun fact - since starting in 1994 about 275 newsletters have been published 

and there have been fewer than 10 months when one was not published - pretty great for a small, all-

volunteer club.   

While scanning the newsletters, we could not help but notice that there were many articles that, in addition 

to being useful at the time, are still relevant. So, we thought it would be useful and fun to republish some of 

these older articles as a "Blast from the Past" feature. But then, reality reared its head - many of the articles 

are no longer timely - most of course addressed topics related to NA models. While we still love the NA's, 

look at the pics from any recent drive and you see fewer and fewer of them. Same is true of NB's of 

course. Also, past articles, while still interesting, may have information that has since been superseded or 

revised by legal or technical updates. 

Nevertheless, we would like to honor the past by re-publishing some of these past gems. To avoid retyping 

or reformatting the article, we are showing it in its original form. 

We hope you will enjoy these "Blasts from the Past". 

 

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 

 



Garst Museum/Annie Oakley Center Tour 

Members of the Miami Valley Miata Club sauntered up to Greenville, Ohio on Saturday, March 10th for a 

visit to the Garst Museum. The main attraction for us was the museum’s Annie Oakley Center – a section 

devoted to the life and “show biz” career of the Darke County native and famous sharpshooter. 

It was a perfect day for a museum tour, and wow, there was a lot to see. The 

facility also houses local historical exhibits, artifacts from past military events 

(including skirmishes on the early frontier), and a tribute to storied broadcaster 

and newsman Lowell Thomas, also a Greenville native. But the Annie Oakley 

exhibit was the real eyecatcher. Annie was born Phoebe Mosey in 1860. At an 

early age she took up trapping game to support her impoverished family, and 

eventually picked up a rifle and learned to shoot the critters instead. She became 

so good that she entered competitions, and it was at one in Cincinnati where, at 

the age of 15, she defeated renowned sharpshooter Frank Butler. The Irish 

immigrant Butler was so taken aback that he soon married Phoebe/Annie, 

although she was then but 16 years old. Within a few years, both joined Buffalo 

Bill Cody’s Wild West Show and toured the U.S. – and the world – demonstrating 

their shooting prowess. Annie was given awards by heads of state all across 

Europe, including Great Britain’s Queen Victoria. 

The trip was capped with a light lunch at Chillz Frozen Yogurt, where more than 

yogurt was on the menu, including salads and sandwiches. 

 

 

 

Portrait of a young Annie 

 

 

Poster from Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show 

 



Ohio River Drive and Dine 

By Fred and Jayna Hoppel 

The weather was sunny and beautiful on Saturday, March 31th. We had 15 cars, and 28 persons participate 

in the Ohio River Drive and Dine. The drive began at the Xenia Bike Hub at 12:30 PM and ended at the 

Montgomery Inn Boathouse at 3:00 PM, covering 83 miles of country roads in Southern Ohio. Because of 

the anticipated turn out for this drive, the cars were divided into two groups; Group 1 was led by Fred and 

Jayna Hoppel and Group 2 was led by George and Jill Wetmore. The food and service at the Montgomery 

Inn Boathouse was excellent. The Ohio River was a little muddy and rough that day, but all in all it was a 

great day. The following persons participated in this drive; Mike and Gail Allen, David and Peggy Berry (Tail 

Gunner, Grp 1), Calvin and Bonnie Hebert, Fred and Jayna Hoppel, Dan Kirkpatrick, Richard and Susan 

Kogler, Russ and Dianne Loughlin, Byron and Skeeter Pettit, Patti Purdin, Tom and Gina Seay, Michael 

and Mary Beth Smith, Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon, Chris and Donna Vollmer (Tail Gunner Grp 2), George 

and Jill Wetmore, and Chuck and Chris White. 

  

 



View this email in your browser 

  

   

  
  

  

MVMC Spring  

Weenie Roast, Drive and Car Show 

  
  

  

  

  
 

 

  

 

DATE:  April 21, 2018   

Saturday 

 
 

TIME:  4:30 pm  
 
 

LOCATION: Charleston 

Falls Preserve, 2535 Ross 
Rd., Tipp City, OH 45371 

 

 

RSVP: by April 14th to 
Randy & Lynda Mott 

jrmott@woh.rr.com 

937-545-8772  

937-478-6826 

  

  
 

  

 

  
  

    



Holmes County Overnight Drive 

When = Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday (April 24th, 25th, & 26th) 

Times =  Meet Time at 8:00 AM 

      Drivers Meeting at 8:15 AM 

      Departure Time at 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place = Burger King 

         1231 E Dayton Yellow Springs Road 

         Fairborn, OH 45324 

Details 

If you know you are available and are going to participate 

in this drive it is very important that each MVMC member 

contact the Amish Inn below to make sure you have a room 

for two nights (April 24 and 25) of this drive. The sooner 

you can do this the better as our block of rooms will be 

released to the general public on April 9th.  

The Inn at Amish Door 

1210 Winesburg/US 62 

Wilmot, OH 44689 

Toll Free 888-264-7436 

Web Site www.amishdoor.com 

 

The reservation number assigned to our group is # 256007. This number should be given to the staff 

at the hotel when booking your room. This will insure the reservation is matched up to those rooms 

being held for our group. The room rate for a standard room (King or Two Queens) is $105 per night 

+ tax for double occupancy if we have 10 or more rooms, $110 if fewer than 10 rooms. The hotel 

includes a continental breakfast in the morning and use of an indoor pool and hot tub. 

Important – Any room cancelled within 72 hours of arrival time (3:00 PM) will be subject to a 

cancellation fee of $45+tax for a standard room, or $65+tax for a suite. The Inn at Amish Door is a 

Smoke free / Alcohol free facility. Any evidence of smoke in the room will result in an additional fee 

of $200 cleaning charge per room. 

After you have booked your room at the Inn at Amish Door, please send an email to Pat and Bonnie 

Sturgeon at oma.sturgeon@gmail.com and Fred and Jayna Hoppel at FPHoppel@Aol.com so that we 

will have a good list of those persons who have reserved rooms and signed up for this drive. Additional 

information on this drive will be forthcoming. 

Thanks 

Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon   Fred and Jayna Hoppel 

Oma.Sturgeon@Gmail.com  FPHoppel@Aol.com 

 

 

http://www.amishdoor.com/
mailto:oma.sturgeon@gmail.com
mailto:FPHoppel@Aol.com
mailto:Oma.Sturgeon@gmail.com


MVMC Night at LaComedia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LaComedia Dinner Theater 

Friday, June 1, 2018 

Join Pat and Chuck Valley at LaComedia Dinner Theater for the 

Broadway-acclaimed show Little Shop of Horrors 

When:  Friday, June 1, 2018 - - - Arrival Time between 5:30 and 6:00 

Where:  LaComedia Dinner Theater, 765 W. Central Ave., Springboro, Ohio 45066 

How Much:  $44 per person (regular price is $66!) 

RSVP to Pat at trish529@earthlink.net or 937-608-5252 by Friday, April 6th 

  

MVMC Night at LaComedia 

 



APEX: The Story of the Hypercar 

from Lifetime Member Paul Haller 

Now on Netflix! IMDb's summary is as follows: "APEX: The Story of the Hypercar", spotlights a new class 

of exotic sports cars designed to blast from zero to 200 miles per hour in seconds. Rocket science meets 

the auto industry as "APEX" follows a thread that starts in the design studios and R&D labs where these 

"fighter jets of the street" are created, and leads to a perilous racetrack in Germany where drivers can 

reach new heights of speed and performance -- if they dare. Equal parts human drama and speed, 

"APEX" follows Swedish entrepreneur Christian von Koenigsegg, a lifelong sports car enthusiast on a 

personal quest to build a "mega" car whose golden ratio 

defies all expectations for a hypercar's velocity and power, 

while competing against the biggest names in motorsports 

for space on the world stage. With insights from top 

engineers and designers, "APEX" pulls back the curtain on 

the top-secret development facilities at Porsche, Ferrari, 

McLaren and Pagani, where awe-inspiring hypercars are 

imagined and built, and puts you inches from the action, as 

top drivers shake down the latest hypercars, flat-out on 

some of the world's greatest racetracks. 

It's fantastic -watch it as soon as you can." 

  

  

 

March 20th Meet & Greet at Archer’s Kettering 



Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By Tim Howard 

Although it is still cold and we are forecasted to get 5 inches of snow tonight, spring is 

just around the corner and it will be top-down weather before you know it. If you want 

to maximize your top-down fun during the 2018 season, now is the time for some 

serious reflection. This is a call for all good Miata Club members to allow their minds 

to wander back to late fall 2017 and remember the Miata maintenance that you 

decided to defer because the season was almost over. You know, that oil change that 

you decided to postpone until spring; the brake pads that were good enough for one 

or two last drives, but not for another season. Or, maybe it was a set of tires with a few threads showing 

through the rubber, that were still good enough for one last 200-mile trip. Then, there is always that battery 

that you knew was too weak to survive through a winter of inactivity. 

The time is nigh when there will be a sunny, warm weekend afternoon and you will want to crank up the 

Miata, put the top down, and go for a ride. Life is too short for you to spend that first precious top-down day 

in the waiting room at your local repair shop while Jim Bob mounts a new set of tires or installs some new 

brake pads. This is a call to action for all MVMC members to get in front of Mother Nature. It is time to get 

those deferred maintenance items taken care of while you can serve your penance in that dreary, oil-stained 

waiting room while it is still cold and rainy outside.  

This is also always a wonderful time to 

perform some spring spruce-up activities 

like your semi-annual wax job and interior 

cleaning.  Depending on where you park 

over the winter, it can also be a perfect 

time to make sure that any rodent visitors 

that have taken up residency over the 

winter are evicted.   

If you just can’t face another dreary-oil 

stained waiting room, there is always the 

MVMC Thursday Shop Days at Ed 

Kramer’s.  At Ed’s, the shop is always filled 

with pleasant, friendly MVMC members 

who are willing to help you perform those deferred maintenance chores. The Shop Days that have been 

scheduled at this point are April 12th and 26th, and May 10th and 31st. If you have some projects that you 

would like to work on at Ed’s, contact either Ed Kramer or Tim Howard.  You can reach Ed at 937-862-

4434, or kramerfarms@sbcglobal.net or Tim Howard at 937-439-3942, or tghcc@woh.rr.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to visit our friends at the British Transportation Museum on the web: 

www.BritishTransportationMuseum.org 

mailto:tghcc@woh.rr.com

