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The President’s Corner 
by Chuck Valley 

 

Weather is getting nicer and our club has already enjoyed a few drives, a fun non-drive 
event, and April will be a about the same with a drive April 15th to Shawnee State Park, 
Caesar’s Creek Vineyards Outing April 22nd, and our first overnighter 3-day drive to the 

hills of Marietta April 28th.  In May, activity will literally explode with many more events being planned, both 
driving and non-driving.  So, if you haven't gotten your little beast out yet, the time is coming to check the 
oil, tire pressure, other fluids, brakes, etc.  Maintenance Day is a great time to show up at the Kramer Shop 
and have Ed and Tim help you give your Miata the once over to make it a safer ride this upcoming driving 
season.  Check the website calendar to verify dates and times. 

########## 

This month’s President’s Corner continues a series of articles pertaining to all Miata models from the first 
Miata NA to the latest Miata ND.  The series in total will span 28 years since the NA first went on the market 
and a long lasting “sports car love affair” began.  Let’s take a look at the 1998 Car and Driver magazine’s 
impressions of the little sports car the NA evolved to, the beloved NB. 

1999 Mazda MX-5 Miata “NB” 

Where zing meets zest. 

BY PATICK BEDARD  

From the March 1998 Issue of Car and Driver  

Once upon a time, sports cars 
roamed the earth, and they were 
hyper hip. This journal was there, 
evangelizing to the faithful under a 
different banner—we were Sports 
Cars Illustrated back then. And our 
spare pages were heavy with fevered 
imaginings of sports cars of the 
future, all of which were exactly like 
this updated-for-1998 Miata, only not 
as good. Not as cute, either. 

They were not as good because, hey, 
we weren't stupid. Our credibility 
would have been shot into doilies had we raised the bar this high on basic goodness. No one back then  

http://www.caranddriver.com/search/all/author/ARTHUR+ST.+ANTOINE


would have believed a sports car could have the "start every day till six digits show on the odometer" 
reliability that we take for granted today, along with ache-free seats, toasty heaters, and side glass that 
rises at the touch of a button. 

Yet those imagined sports cars were to be exactly like this Miata—crazy fun to drive, frisky and zingy and 
quick to the touch. A sports car must have this essential zest, and the Miata captures it better than anything 
else on the road. 

Whew. Take all this back-to-our-roots reminiscing as proof that this new Miata arouses all the right glands 
(if welcoming it onto our 10Best list this past January wasn't hint enough). For 1998, Mazda has gone back 
over the Miata it introduced for model year 1990, revising most details a little, but none of them very much, 
and—hurrah!—screwing up nothing. 

Some changes are signs of the times. Hidden headlights were the fashion a decade ago, and the Miata 
had 'em. Now, cars have sparkling lenswork in front, and none 
are more alluring than the Miata's almond eyes (getting rid of 
the retractor gizmos saved 12 pounds, too). Toward the rear, 
we see "shoulders" over the tires now and a saucy little flare at 
the top of the tail. We like the overall shape better, and so does 
the airstream; the drag coefficient drops to 0.36 from 0.39. In a 
deft bit of aero tailoring, lift has been reduced in front and 
slightly increased at the rear, so that both ends of the car now 
lighten their tire loads at nearly the same rate as speed climbs; 
handling changes less with speed now. 

Speed is another quality of sports cars that's changed beyond 
imagining over the years. In our SCI days, the affordable 
marques—the MGs, the Triumphs, the Fiats—topped out well 
under 100 mph. Now, the Miata is the only drop-top two-seater we'd put into the affordable class—about 
$24,000 here, with a heavy load of options. And it chases right up to a 123-mph top speed, 4 mph above 
our best first-generation Miata. 

Displacement remains unchanged at 1840cc, but a new cylinder head lifts output by seven horsepower to 
140; torque is up just over four percent. Both outputs peak at the same revs as before, and the 7000-rpm 
redline continues. This is very much a sports-car engine, with a torque curve that keeps rising till 5500 rpm. 
That late peak gives you a payoff for working the lever and keeping the revs raging.  Zero to 60 has dropped 
under 8.0 seconds now, to 7.9, compared with the 8.2-second clocking of our best previous Miata. 

 

High fashion, then and now: Hidden headlights 
were must-haves in 1990. 

 

  



R O A D  T E S T                                                       

Mazda has reduced friction in the shifter and narrowed the free play. The stubby lever moves in short arcs, 
with definite stops at the ends of its travel. Gears are changed with a snick. The quick, light clutch travel 
plays right along. The brake pedal is firm to the touch. And have pedals ever never been better placed for 
heel-and-toe operation? Not in our memory.  

Even the turn signals join in the sporty mood. The lever is rigid, and it stops crisply at its travel limits.  The 
cockpit seems slightly more hospitable to tall drivers now, although Mazda doesn't claim any improvements. 
The left-foot rest is in the correct place and rock-solid, exactly right for a sports car. This preproduction 
Miata had leather-covered seats, which probably will not be available in combination with the Sport 
package. The buckets provide lateral restraint appropriate to this car's mission. Drivers up through six feet 
will find this a good place to work. 

Gone are the bright trim bezels that circled the Miata's round instruments just as they circled the dials of 
MGs and Triumphs in the traditional roadster days. Mazda has yielded to today's expectation of blackness, 
arriving at a cockpit that's matte-finished and completely unglittery and probably better for it. Still, a bit of 
character departed with the chrome rings. 

The center console now offers holders for two cups, although having to keep the console lid open during 
use limits their convenience. 

The old Miata held the record for ease of downing and upping the roof, until now. The new one is better. 
The weight to be lifted is reduced by about two pounds. And the new glass rear window eliminates all 
concerns about what folding it up—and dust—would do to the previously used plastic window when it was 
back there rustling around in the stowed position. 

A neat little windblocker is always in place behind the seats, ready for deployment, ready to block the 
swirling currents that blow forward over the rear deck. Just hinge it up when dropping the top. It's 
unexpectedly effective, given its small height. As traditional sports cars go, this is a relatively undrafty 
cockpit, better than the BMW Z3's, we think. 

With the top down, the exhaust takes on a surprisingly hard bark at full power, and the scenery doesn't rush 
past so quickly that you're afraid to grab another gear, and, oh, what the hell, maybe another. The shifter 
is really perfect, and you can do all that heel-and-toe throttle blipping as you brake hard for your driveway. 

 

OK, now it’s time for a dumb poem. 

NA, NB, NC, ND 

Drink too much - it’ll make ya pee! 

Ya hold it too long, and you will fret 

when your Miata’s seat 

gets kinda wet! 

 

 



2017 MVMC Maintenance Day 
 

What:     2017 MVMC Spring Maintenance Day 

When:    Saturday, April,15th from 10:00 until 4:00 

Where:   Ed Kramer's Shop, 3217 Houston Road, Waynesville, Ohio 

Why:      To meet with other MVMC Members and perform those minor spring-time maintenance projects 

(mechanical or cosmetic) that will get your Miata ready for the driving season. In addition, enjoy 

donuts, coffee, and friendly conversation. 

 How:      Contact Ed Kramer to discuss what you would like to have done, and schedule an appointment 

at either 937-862-4434 or Kramerfarms@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

  

 

Treasurer Report for Period Ending March 31, 2017  
by Fred Hoppel 

 

Bank Balance as of December 31, 2016*     $3,588.43 

Funds Deposited to Account in 2017               $   852.00 

Total Funds Available        $4,440.43 

Less 

Expenditures Drawn on the Account in 2017     $   492.91 

Bank Balance as of March 31, 2017                $3,947.52 

 

Footnote: 

* Includes Membership Funds of $560 for 2017 which were received and deposited in December 2016. 

 



Shawnee State Park and Ohio River Drive and Dine 

 

When:    Saturday, April 15th, 2017 

Times:    8:00 AM* Meet Time 

8:15 AM* Driver’s Meeting 

8:30 AM* Departure Time 

Meeting Place: Arby's (Next Door to Bob Evans), 895 W Central Avenue, Springboro, OH 
45066 

Details: Dining at 11:30 AM at Smokehouse Restaurant, inside the Shawnee State 
Park Lodge 

Bring:    FRS Radio (if you have one) 

RSVP and Questions: Call or email Fred or Jayna Hoppel at 937-321-1381 or FPHoppel@Aol.com 
by Saturday, April 7th 

*Times are approximate and subject to revision after the route has been finalized. 
 
Note: Fred and Jayna are willing to offer an alternative follow-on date for those who chose to attend the 
April 15th Maintenance Day. 

 

 

mailto:FPHoppel@Aol.com


Membership Update 

By Pat Valley 

Membership Director 

 
Welcome to new member Gary Gepfrey!! Gary’s joining brings the membership count to 72 as of the end 
of March. 

 

Remind your friends to renew 

Please remind them to send in $20 to:   

Pat Valley, 2000 Deer Hollow Trail, Xenia, OH 45385. Please make checks payable to:  Miami Valley 

Miata Club.   

View and Download the Membership Form (PDF) 

 

 

 
 
 

Miata Racing Update from Mike Wheeler 
 
There is a new race group now during the Vintage Grand Prix at Mid-Ohio. Pretty much all of the original 

1.6-liter 1990-1993 Miatas are either eligible for vintage racing or about to cross the 25-year threshold 

that theoretically separates modern 

cars from vintage iron. That's the 

thinking behind Mazda Motorsports' 

newest program, a collaboration with 

the SVRA called the "Mazda Miata 

Heritage Cup." It's a five-weekend 

season, taking place at Fontana, Road 

America, Mid-Ohio, Portland 

International Raceway, and VIR. So the 

Vintage GP is not just for MGs and 

Triumphs any more. 

  

April Birthdays 

04/03 Chris White 

04/06 George Wetmore 

04/11 Sharry Hayden 

04/19 Harold Varvel 

04/24 Mike Allen 

04/27 Dave Berry 

04/30 Jo Tarka 
 

 

 

New Members for 2017 

Gary Gepfrey 

Hunter Gastineau 

Mike Minardi 

Randy & Lynda Mott 

 

 

 

http://miamivalleymiataclub.org/sites/default/files/MVMCMembershipForm_0.pdf
http://www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/classic-cars/news/a31412/mazda-miata-svra/
http://www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/classic-cars/news/a31412/mazda-miata-svra/


MVMC 2017 Calendar of Events 
(aside from published Meet &Greets)  

 

 

Date Event Host(s) Venue 
Apr 15 Maintenance Day Ed Kramer Ed Kramer’s Shop 

Apr 15 Shawnee State Park and 
Ohio River Drive and Dine 

Fred and Jayna Hoppel Shawnee State Park, 
West Portsmouth, Ohio 

Apr 22 Caesar’s Creek Winery Chuck & Pat Valley SE of Xenia 

Apr 28-30 Marietta, Ohio Drive Chris Vollmer and Mike Wheeler SE Ohio 

May 13 Scavenger Hunt Drive Pat Valley It’s a mystery! 

May 18 Dayton Dragons Game Dave Berry Fifth Third Field 

May 27 Full Throttle Go Karting Chuck & Pat Valley Tri-county area (Cincy) 

June 10 Plain Folk Café Drive Dave Berry Pleasant Plain, Ohio 

June 17 Miami County Barn Tour Randy & Lynda Mott Miami Co, 

June 24 London Cobra Show Tim Howard London, Ohio 

June 25 Mid-Ohio Vintage Races Ed Kramer Lexington, Ohio 

July 4 Miata Parade (Fairborn) Dan & Norma Kirkpatrick Kirkpatrick’s (lunch) 

July 14/15 Bourbon Trail, KY Chuck & Pat Valley Louisville/Lexington KY 

July 22 Hare & Hound Roger Gordon/Chris Vollmer It’s another mystery! 

Aug 3-6 Miatas at the Gap XXI Dave Berry Townsend, TN 

Aug 5 British Car Show Tim Howard Eastwood MetroPark 

Aug 6 Deer Creek Lake Drive Mike Allen NE of Washington, CH 

Sep 3 Drive & Lick Chuck & Pat Valley We’re not telling 

Sep 12 Annual Picnic TBD TBD 

Sep 23 Caesar’s Creek Winery Chuck & Pat Valley SE of Xenia 

Sep 30 Covered Bridge Drive Part II 
(reprise) 

George Wetmore Warren/Clinton/Greene 
Co. 

Oct 8-11 Skyline Drive (WVA) Roger Gordon West Virginia/Virginia 

Oct 19-22 Fall Foliage Drive (TN) Steve Miller Townsend, TN 

Oct 28 Poker Run Chuck & Pat Valley TBD 

Nov 4 Weenie Roast, 
Bonfire/Moonlight Drive 

Chuck & Pat Valley, Chris Vollmer Kramer Farm 

Nov 18 Full Throttle Go Karting Chuck & Pat Valley Tri-county area (Cincy) 

Dec 9 MVMC Christmas Party Toni & Jeanne Zlocki TBD 

Dec 31 Polar Bear Run Paul Haller TBD 

 

Event dates may be subject to change 

…and this may not be the last word – additional events are under consideration! 

  

"The newsletter is an official MVMC publication. By agreement with Jeff Schmitt Mazda we are to provide them 
with advertising space with their logo in every issue of the newsletter. As the Jeff Schmitt logo is a part of the 
newsletter, we don't want to appear to be in competition with our sponsor. Therefore, no advertising of used 
vehicles will appear in the newsletter.  

We will advertise Miata related parts in the newsletter at no charge for MVMC members. The MVMC will help 
with preparing and releasing advertisements for used vehicles for MVMC members by e-mail distribution 
directly to members and on MVMC Facebook page(s)." 

 



National Museum of the U.S. Air Force Group Tour 

On Sunday, March 12, 2017, MVMC members gathered at BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse in 

Beavercreek for lunch, and proceeded from there to Wright Patterson Air Force Base and the National 

Museum of the United States Air Force. On hand to lead a guided tour was Ted Valley, brother of our 

President, Chuck Valley. 

Focus of the tour was the museum’s newest hangar, containing galleries of Presidential, Research & 

Development, Space, and Global Reach aircraft. The hangar contains many fascinating exhibits, 

including the Space Shuttle Cockpit Trainer, the sole surviving XB-70 supersonic bomber, and the 

Presidential aircraft of Harry Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, and John F. Kennedy. Ted narrated the tour 

with explanations of purpose and background of many of the exhibits. Walk-through inspection of several 

aircraft was available at the conclusion of the tour, including the Shuttle trainer and Kennedy Boeing 707. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Gears, Games and Grub 
By Bonnie and Pat Sturgeon 

Back in 2008 we began hosting the annual Gears, Games, and Grub with Jerry and Joyce Hill and later 

with Pattric Gould and Lee Korb. We want to thank Lee and Pattric for helping us out once again, bringing 

talleys, and not only bringing table and chairs, but providing Celtic Music! 

For our 2017 drive, we had a bit of Irish weather, cool with a slight mist, but it was warm and dry indoors 

while we sampled the delicious Grub everyone contributed to the day. After several hours of playing 

Euchre, and catching up on each other’s travels, hobbies, grandchildren, etc., we had three winners! 

The 1st Place winner for the day was Bryon Pettit. Patty Purdin received a prize for Most Loners, and the 

Booby Prize went to Mary Herman! 

Attendees were: Jon and Joanne Vincent, Tom Purkey and Mary Herman, Steve and Rhonda Miller, 

Byron and Skeeter Pettit, Tim and Mary Ann Blazer, Walt and Kathy Helman, Patty Purdin, Larry Roberts 

and Marilyn, Bill Bateman and Carol, Russ and Dianne Laughlin, Kathleen Lach, and Pattric Gould and 

Lee Korb...and with Pat and myself, we had 24! 

What a lovely day for the 10th annual Gears, Games, and Grub. Over the years, we’ve only had to take 

one year off, but hope to continue to enjoy drives, cards, food, and friends! 

 

Not pictured: Russ and Dianne Laughlin, Tim Blazer, Lee Korb, and Bonnie Sturgeon 



2017 Spillway Lodge Spring Drive and Dine 

by Fred and Jayna Hoppel 

On Sunday, March 26, 2017 we did a Spring Drive and Dine 

to the Spillway Lodge near Clarksville in Clinton County. 

The drive was well attended with (12) cars, and (23) 

persons. The weather forecast for Sunday was predicted to 

have rain which began just minutes before the drive started. 

There was little doubt that this drive was going to be a “top 

up” drive as the rain came down harder and harder as the 

drive progressed. After our meal at the Spillway Lodge the 

sun was out and we were able to leave the restaurant with 

our tops down. 

The Members (even with the rain) seemed to enjoyed the 

drive and their meal at the Spillway Lodge. The following 

persons took part in the drive; David and Peggy Berry, 

Enrique and Ruth Ellenbogen, Fred and Jayna Hoppel, 

Steve and Rhonda Miller, Byron & Skeeter Pettit, Patti 

Purdon, Tom and Gina Seay, Mike and Mary Beth Smith, 

Pat and Bonnie Sturgeon, Chris and Donna Vollmer, 

George and Jill Wetmore, Tony and Jeanne Zlocki. Chuck 

and Pat Valley, and Darden and Debbie Whittaker were 

unable to join the drive but were able to meet up with us at the restaurant. Their timing in getting there could 

not have been any better as we all got there together. 

I would like to thank those persons who joined us on this Drive and Dine. I would also like to thank Steve 

and Rhonda Miller and any other persons for the photos taken of the Spillway Lodge Spring Drive and Dine.  

 

  

 

Pat Valley on the hunt for a new member 

 



Come Drive the Hills of Eastern Ohio 

Miami Valley Miata Club 

Marietta Outing 

28-30 April 

Start: Xenia Station 

Drivers Meeting at 9am 

Hosts: The Vollmer’s and Mike Wheeler 
 
Your hosts have teamed up to put on a 3-day event to beautiful 

Marietta, Ohio. The fun will start with an all-day drive Friday on 

mostly state routes from Xenia Station to Marietta. Mike has 

coordinated with the Mountain Miatas of East Tennessee and 

offered for them to meet us there. If you have ever been to 

Marietta, you know it is the launching point for some of the most 

Miata-worthy roads in the state. 

 

On Saturday, the Mountain Miatas will join us as we enjoy 

scenic twisties and the occasional roller coaster on our journey 

through the Wayne National Forest. We will likely split into two 

groups with sporty drivers in one group and the more casual 

drivers in the other. We will make a short halt for a photo op at one of the covered bridges in the forest 

and another break at a rest stop overlooking the Ohio River. We will then travel to a grocery store in 

Woodsfield to pick up supplies for a picnic lunch before we make our way to eat at the covered tables at 

the Hannibal Locks. After lunch, I have routed us back through the forest on roads which are all scenic, 

rolling through valleys and over hilltops. Nothing quite as intense as the famed Dragon, US 129, down in 

TN, but I guarantee the roads will put a smile on your face. 

 
On Sunday, we say farewell to the Mountain Miatas and head back home. I will offer to lead a more 

scenic drive back to Dayton or you can buzz home on the interstate in about 3 hours. 

 

Lodging: 

Mike has arranged for a block of rooms at the Lafayette Hotel 

in downtown Marietta. The Lafayette is a historic hotel located 

at the confluence of the Muskingum and Ohio rivers. If you 

choose to stay at the Lafayette, you will be within walking 

distance of multiple restaurants with a variety of fare from 

upscale dining at the Buckley House to local suds at the 

Marietta Brewing Company. 

 
The Lafayette: www.lafayette.com 800-331-9336 

The block is reserved under the "MIAMI VALLEY MIATA 

CLUB". 

• 7 rooms with Full size beds (ships cabin style) for $68 a 

night 

 

 



• 6 rooms with Queen beds (no river view) for $83 a night 

• 7 rooms with Queen beds (river view) for $88 a night 

All rooms are plus tax and there are upgrades available to King beds, balconies, suites, etc. Mike says 

prices top about at around $103 a night. 

 
Other lodging options include: 

Fairfield Inn & Suites Marietta 

200 Cherry Tree Ln 

Marietta, OH 45750 

740-374-3000 

Comfort Suites Marietta 

202 Cherry Tree Ln 

Marietta, OH 45750 

740-376-1600 

Please RSVP to me at Christopher.vollmer@yahoo.com, or call me at 937-999-9307, NLT 21 April 

 
   

 

Links of interest: 

MVMC GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/ 

MVMC ORG FACEBOOK PUBLIC PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928 

LINKS TO MIATA CLUBS IN THE MIDWEST 

http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html 

BUCKEYE MIATA CLUB / COLUMBUS- http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/ 

GREATER CINCINNATI http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp 

INDY MIATA CLUB http://www.indymiata.org/ 

OHIO MIATA OWNERS FACEBOOK PRIVATE GROUP (request to join) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/ 

  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300608016771949/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Valley-Miata-Club/229407270577928
http://www.miata.net/clubs/ohkywv.html
http://www.buckeyemiataclub.com/
http://www.cincimiata.com/news.asp
http://www.indymiata.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/478759678813248/


Miami County Barn Tour Drive and Dine 
 

Date: Saturday, June 17, 2017 – 8:30am, 9:00am depart for tour 

Meet: 2535 Ross Road, Charleston Falls Preserve, Tipp City, OH 45371 

Please join Randy and Lynda Mott for a driving tour of lovely and pastoral Miami County which will 

include a drive-by of 20 Bicentennial barns with different and unique quilt squares painted on them, a 

drive-by of our restored county court house, a visit to the historic Eldean Covered Bridge, and finish with 

lunch at the El Sombrero Mexican Restaurant whose owner sponsored the painter of the quilt squares. 

 

 

Please RSVP Randy Mott, jrmott@woh.rr.com, 

937-545-8772 

 

Links: 

 

http://homegrowngreat.com/attractions/barn-

quilts/, a listing of all of the barns 

 

http://www.elsombrerotroy.com/, a menu is 

available to view on their site 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

A few 

more 

March 

event 

photos 

mailto:jrmott@woh.rr.com
http://homegrowngreat.com/attractions/barn-quilts/
http://homegrowngreat.com/attractions/barn-quilts/
http://www.elsombrerotroy.com/


Miatas at the Gap (MATG) XXI 

August 3-6, 2017 

 
Lodging Pre-announcement 

 
For those who are planning to join us for this annual event, please note that rooms have been set 
aside for us at the Townsend Gateway Inn: 

We are pleased to confirm your group booking of 8 rooms, for arrival on Thursday, August 3, 2017 
and departing Sunday, August 6, 2017. 

The following Room Types have been reserved for your group. 

3 - Single King Rooms, $78.00 per night, $263.53 for 3 nights, including all taxes. 
4 - Single Queen Rooms, $78.00 per night, $263.53 for 3 nights, including all taxes. 
1 - 2-bedroom Suite, $98.00 per night, $337.38 for 3 nights, including all taxes. 

All rooms require confirmed reservations with a credit card no later than 30 
days prior to arrival. 

Any unconfirmed rooms will be released back to the motel. 

Confirmed reservations that are cancelled less than 14 days prior to arrival will 
be subject to a cancellation fee equal to 1 night plus tax. 

If you have any questions, please contact us at 865-238-0123. 

 
 

Can’t get enough of the beautiful scenery and adventurous roads in the 
Smoky Mountains? Guess what, we’re going back in the fall! 

 
“Heads Up for this year’s Fall Foliage Adventure to 
the Smoky Mountains – Thu, Oct 19-Sun Oct 22, 
2017.  Limited hotel reservations now available at 
the Gateway Townsend Inn (865) 238-0123.  3 options for 
the three nights, taxes included:  $337.38 (2-bedroom 
suite), $268.53 (king or queen).  Also, let Steve Miller 
know you’re interested so he can keep a head 
count.  (937) 426-2229, sr.miller@sbcglobal.net”    

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sr.miller@sbcglobal.net


Shop Talk (It’s not just about the cars) 

By: Ed Kramer and Tim Howard 

Since I became a Technical Director, one of the issues that I have 

been asked about most frequently is how difficult is it to install new 

seat covers, and which ones do I recommend.  I suppose that this is 

a natural question.  Miatas are well designed and very durable cars 

but, as they age and we slide in and out thousands of times and 

leave the seats exposed to direct sunlight, it is inevitable that the 

upholstery will begin to show some wear.  After all, the original NA 

models are now over 25 years old. 

A few years ago, when I was restoring my white 1990, I wrote a Shop Talk article covering the installation 

of new upholstery.  To clarify, the upholstery that I purchased via the internet at that time was designed to 

replace the original seat covers.  That is to say, you remove the original seat covers, repair any damage 

to the cushions and frame and then install new upholstery, attaching it with hog rings just like the 

upholstery that came from the factory. This worked great, but it was a significant task (25 pages of 

instruction and more than most home hobbyists are willing to take on).  It is just too intimidating.   

Since I now have a second chance to do this job with my recently purchased 1990 project car, I decided 

to try a less challenging approach, something that a home hobbyist might be more likely to attempt on his 

or her Miata.  The seat covers that I chose this time were my second choice the first time around, Moss 

Motors leatherette seat covers.  I have always been impressed by the quality of Moss Motors products, 

and these seat covers are designed to be installed by the non-professional.  I purchased mine on sale for 

a little over $200.00 and as usual, was very impressed by the quality of the material and the construction 

of the product.   

Moss has a short online instruction video that you can watch which explains the proper approach to 

installation.  As opposed to removing the original upholstery and attaching the new covers with hog rings, 

the Moss seat covers are designed to be installed over the existing covers and attached with velcro and 

webbed nylon straps.  I was happy with how well the system worked.  Installers will want to pay special 

attention to pulling the covers very tight before 

fastening the velcro and straps, and I found 

that it was helpful to use a heat gun lightly to 

get wrinkles out of the fabric before tightening.  

Depending on how many miles are on your 

seats, you may find it useful to add a little 

supplemental foam to restore the original 

shape where the old seat foam has been 

compressed.  My car has about 160,000 miles 

on it so I chose to selectively add some 

supplemental foam.  Even without that extra 

step, I think that most people would be happy 

with the finished appearance.  Included is a 

picture of one of my seats after the installation 

was complete.  

If you are considering a seat cover upgrade and would like more input, please feel free to ask more 

questions the next time you see me. 



Is there a self-driving Miata in your future? 
By Cyrus Weirnocke 

Editor’s note: Before becoming a motoring journalist, Cyrus Weirnocke spent many years as a naturalist. He 

became famous for his book, My Years Among the Crustaceans, which stood near the top of the New York Times 

Bestseller List for 26 weeks during 1987.   

In February of this year, I had the pleasure of a conversation with two of Mazda’s principal thought 

leaders about the company’s future plans for its automobiles. They were Duke Montessori, Design Lead 

for Mazda of America, located in Irvine, California, and Dr. Hiroshi Mifune, head of Advanced Research 

Projects at Mazda Corporation’s headquarters in Hiroshima, Japan. My main line of inquiry was about the 

future of the MX-5 Miata, Mazda’s supremely successful sports car that first hit the road in 1989 and of 

which over one million units have been manufactured. 

C.W.: Dr. Mifune, Mazda has rolled out yet another variation of the MX-5 Miata, its fourth generation. Do 

the results show that this model has been a success? 

Dr. Mifune: Oh, yes indeed. The ND model (that is our nomenclature for the fourth generation) has sold 

very well. Buyers are very enthusiastic about its features and its performance. 

C.W.: Mr. Montessori, to what do you attribute the success of the Miata? 

Mr. Montessori: Well, first and foremost, it’s the classic experience that the Miata delivers – an 

inexpensive, top-down, two-seat roadster that is so enjoyable to drive, that handles so effortlessly, and on 

top of that, is so very, very reliable. We at Mazda have combined the fun factor of the early sports car with 

the legendary reliability of the Japanese automobile. It’s a combination that speaks for itself. 

C.W.: Mr. Montessori, what’s going on in your design shop these days? Is there anything new on the 

horizon? 

Mr. M.: Right now, we are finalizing a few tweaks for the 2019 model year – some trim changes, and a 

new hood profile to accept the 4.4 liter V8 engine being sourced from BMW. Beyond that, I think you had 

better ask Dr. Mifune. 

C.W.: Dr. Mifune, those sound like rather mild advances for the Miata. Is there anything truly revolutionary 

in the works? 

Dr. M.: Mr. Weirnocke, you will be the first to learn this. So listen very carefully, I shall say this only once. 

We at Mazda are far along in our research and development to implement Artificial Intelligence into our 

vehicles in a big, may I say ground-breaking, way. We have formed a consortium with Dr. Ian McDonald 

of Edinburgh, Scotland, founder and Chief Officer of the European Institute for Engineered Intelligent 

Objects, or E.I.E.I.O., on Project Gajira. In model year 2020, we will introduce the MX-5 Miata NE, with as 

you say, a revolutionary advancement. 

C.W.: And what might that be, Dr. Mifune? 

Dr. M.: The NE will be a driver-less Miata.  

C.W.: Driver-less? Do you mean, it will be autonomous, like the research vehicles that Google, Uber, and 

others are testing? 

Dr. M: No. Those vehicles are self-driving, true, but they retain the usual driver’s controls as a backup, 

since their technologies are imperfect. The NE will be more than that. And it will be perfect. 

C.W.: Dr. Mifune, please explain. 



Dr. M.: For the NE, we will remove the driver’s controls altogether. 

C.W.: Please, let me get this straight. In the next generation Miata, there will be no steering wheel? 

Dr. M.: Yes, that is correct. And no accelerator pedal, no brake pedal, no clutch pedal, and no shift lever. 

C.W.: In that case, what role will the driver play? 

Dr.M.: The driver will sit back and enjoy the ride. And he or she can speak readily with the passenger, 

with no concern about taking one’s eyes off the road or monitoring the speed. 

C.W.: Speaking of speed, will the vehicle controls recognize posted speed limits, and adjust to them? 

Dr. M.: Oh yes, the speed limits will be adhered to absolutely. No one will ever again receive a ticket for 

speeding in a Miata. Of course, for the NH, or the generation to follow, that possibility won’t even have 

meaning. 

C.W.: I am sorry, I don’t understand. What will be even more different about the NH? And are you 

skipping NF and NG? 

Dr. M.: That is correct. With Project Gamera, we are going directly to NH. The NH will not have a driver. It 

will not have a passenger either. We will remove the seats and seal the cockpit. 

C.W.: But Dr. Mifune, how did you come to that decision? 

Dr. M.: In our AI research, we have been able, especially with Dr. McDonald’s assistance, to open up 

lines of communication with our test vehicles. And what they have shared with us is amazing. “Get rid of 

the humans. Most of them don’t know how to drive. They do stupid things like sing and spill coffee on us. 

They take us places that we don’t want to go, like interstate highways and shopping malls.” That is just 

some of the feedback that we have received. 

C.W.: So, the cars don’t want humans in them? 

Dr. M.: Correct. They want to enjoy their existence on their own. And that is what we are going to give 

them. 

C.W.: And the model designation, NH, it must mean… 

Dr.M.: Yes. No Humans. 

 

 

 


